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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

TIHE SPOILS BYSTEM.

Rlichard Croker iIs at the head of
Tammany, and is the most conspicu-
ous political boss In America, Were
he not an adroit politiclan he could not

hold his place, and it 13 frequently said
of him that he Is as unscrupulous as
he Is adroit. W. T. Stead, the famous
English journalist, lately had an in-
terview with him, which was published
ifn the New York World., and as the
great boss Bpeaks of principles that
are Issues In Greater New York and
this city In common, Bome of his ob-
servations will be read with interest
here. They embrace some of the chief
arguments used in New York to justi-
{y partizanism in municipal politics.

Tammany s popularly understood
to be one of the most corrupt politl-
cal organizations on earth, and this
general {mpression was more than
Justifled by the evidence adduced at
the famous Lexow investigation, which
resulted in the crushing defeat of Tam-
many and the triumph of the non-
partisan ticket four years ago. TYet
Croker defends Tammany In the fol-
lowing fashlon:

“Tammany Is honest. Tammany [s
not corrupt. Tammany is the best, the
only permanent hope of real reformed
administration. Therefore Tammany
wlill win. They will tell you that Tam-
many has ruled New York nearly all
the time. And they will tell you true.
Do you think we could have done it
if we had been the thieves and rogues
they pretend we are? I have been in
office nearly all my life; do you think
the citlzens would have been such
foola as to elect me and re-elect me If
I had been the bad man that some peo-
ple say I am? Things that are rotten
do not last. They go to plecea. Thieves
are not trusted by their fellow-thieves,
let alone by their fellow-ecitizens. It is
not by the bad In them that Institu-
tiong and parties last, but by what is
good. If Tammany has lasted and
triumphed,it is the best proof that what
its enemies say Is false, And when it
carries thls next election, with all the
newspapers against t, and all the
mugwumps, then you will have ouyr
vindleation,”

No cause is so bad that it {is npot
susceptible of some sort of defense,
and no cause in politles {s so corrupt
that it eannot win support If it 1s able
to pay for it Nearly all the leading
papers of New York and Brooklyn are
opposed to Tammany, yet {t has a good
chance to win, and the reason why ig
because itg workers know that {f they
are successful rich spolls and rewards
will be distributed among them. Here
s Croker's justification of the spolls
system:

"Polltica are Impossible without the
gpolls. It is all very well to argue that
it ought not to be 80, But we have to
deal with men a3 they are and with
things as they are. Consider the
problem which every democratic sys-

tem has to solve, Covernment,
we 8ay, of the people, by the
people, and for the people., The

aim 18 to Interest as many of the citi-
zens ag possible In the work—whieh is
not an easy work, and has many dif-
culties and disappointments—of gov.
erning the state or the city. Of course
in an ldeal world every citizen would
be so dominated by patriotic or clvic
motives that from sheer unselfish love
of his fellow men he would spend
nights and days in laboring for thelr
good. 1If you lived In such a world in-
habited by such men I admit that there
could be no question but that we could

and would dispense with the spoils
system. But where [s that world to be
found? ‘Certainly not in the United
States, and most certalnly not in New
York.”

He severely criticises the “cultured
classer” and *“sitk stockings™ because
they refuse to take any part in poli-
tics, and argues that if they will not
intercst themselves in good govern-
ment. the masses cannot be expected
to. He then proceeds:

"“And 80 we need to bribe them with
spoils. Call it go if you llke. Spolls
vary in different countries. Here they
take the shape of offices. But you must
have an ifncentive to interest men In
the hard daily work of politics, and
when you have our crowd you have got
to do it one way, the only way that
appeals to them, 1 admit It 18 not the
best way. But it {s for practical npur-
poses the only way.”

In New York the chief complaint of
the politiclans, and the principal
ground upon which they justify the
epolls system, 1s the fact that the bet-
ter classes and business men do not
take an active part in poiitics; but here
the ery Is the reverse, our local pollti-
cians complaining that bankers and

“sllk  stockings’* are taking too
actlve a part in the campalgn.
Politiclang wiil take any posi-
tion and reverse It as often as

may be necessary, In order to achileve
power and its perquisites,

I8 Croker’s reasoning sound? Are the
premises upon which it §a based cor-
rect? Must citizens be bribed wlith
spoils to talke an Interest In good gov-
ernmetit? Is hribery to be the control-
Ing foroe fn municipal politics? Is
Croker’s declaration true that “it is
for practical purposes the only way?”

So far as the capital of Utah is con-
cerned the "News" confidently answers
every one of there questions in the
negative, and predicts that the people
of this city will find a better way to
eovern it than by brihery, either in the
form of spolls, or any other shape.
The people of thia city possess and will
assert a moral sense that will revolt
agaln&t and refuse to tolerate a sys-
tem of municipal control that 18 in-
aeparable from such corruption and de-
bauchery of the public consclence.

THE BITUATION IN FARMINGTON.

Some elghteen miles north of Utah's
capital lles the town of Farmington,
the county seat of Davis county, hith-
erto noted for ite beautiful situation

and the good senfe of {t8 Inhabitants.
Tt has been an incorporated city for
many years, and always has been well
eoverned. s streets are Kept In pood
repalr and the publie peace I8 reason-
1hly well protected and preserved, vet
an old resident of the town {nforms the
‘News" that he cannot remember that
thrre was ever a city tax assessed.

In other words, the ecity has heen
zoverned, the streets kept in repalr and
all necessary public Improverments have
heen made absgolutely without a tax
Tevy for such purposes. The town re-
relver from licenses ahout a hundred
dollars a year; and what fs required
for street repairs. ete,, in excess of this
amount is donated by citizens. Thir
vear, for example, some 250 loads of
eravel have been hauled upon the
streets by donation.

It 18 scarcely necesaary to add to
these pleasant facts the further one
that the control of the munielpality
has hitherto been non-partisan, Tt Iz
hardly possible for such results as have

been produeed there to flow from n

partisan administration. Had there
been political debts to pay, the people
would not have been so lightly taxed,
and those debts are almost [nseparable
from partisanism.

But a serpent entered the garden of
Eden, and the spirit of partisan politics
has erept Into Farmington. A short
time ago “some of the boys™” got up

and launched a partisan ticket
A Httle later another meeting
of voters was | held at  which

It was determined to perpetuate non-
partisan control, and a ticket to thig
end was prepared. The tilme allowed
by law for the measures necessary
to be taken to prepare and nominate
a non-partisan ticket had expired, and
for this reason it was agreed that,
though the second ticket was really
non-partisan, and contained six
Democrats to four Republicans, it
should be called a Republican ticket.

With one or two exceptlons, the
candidates on this ticket are the same
persons who have heen holding office,
and under whose admlinistration the
town has been governed without a
tax, and the understanding is that
if re-elected they will continue the
same polley. 'The “"News” is assured
that the overwhelming sentiment in
the town favors the re-election of the
old officers, who comprise nearly the
entire non-partisan ticket, but that
there Is danger of the other ticket
winning through the apathy of the
voters.

It seldom nays to swap old friends
for new ones; and to exchange a non-
partisan government, such as Farm-
ington has been having. for a political
cne such, for example, as this city has
been having, is stlll more Ilikely to
prove  unprofitable. Should politi-
cians once get a grip on the treasury
and tax power of our neighbor on the
north, the people there would be likely
io learn the value of vigllance; it is the
price of safety. The voters of Farm-
fngton should head off the politiclans®

A CATHOLIC ON METIIODISM.

The Monitor, a Catholle publica-
tion of San Francisco, has recently
been holding an animated controversy
with the California Christian Advo-
cate, and one of the subjects discussed
has been the treatment Mormons have
received at the hands of the Metho-
dists: the latter being the gsect more
particularly represented by the Ad-
vocate. The Monitor irounces its ad-
versary In vigorous style and tells a
good deal of truth In terse and forcible
language.

It is seldom that we come across a
statement of the views of Catholles
relative to the treatment the Mor-
mons have received from various Pro-
testant sects, and partly for that
reason a degree of interest attaches
to the remarks of the Monitor, which
are subjoined. In reproducing them .
here the "News' takes occaslon to ob-
serve that there {s a wide difference
between Methodists; and that, while a
small portion of that sect have shown
by their bigotry and ecruelty towards
the Mormons that they deserve all
the Monitor says of them, the great
mass of the memhers of the denomi-
nation do not. Here in TUtah many
warm  friendsbips ° exlst between
Methodlsts and Mormons, and it not
infrequently happens that a Mormon
missionary, traveling without purse or
gerip, i3 kindly entertained by Metho-
dlsts. 'These facts should not be for-
zotten, even when considering such
scenes as have recently been enacted
in Kershaw county, South Caro-
na, o

Here are the remarks of the Monl-
tor: -

“Did the Christian Advocate ever




