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with the mormon revelation on
marriage he reads the first five
paragraphs then leaps into the
air passes over all the homes and
elephants turns himself three or
four times in the transit alights
with both feet upon paragraphs 61
62 and 63 and bows gracefully
to his audience then he holds
up his hands in holy horror and
assures you that in these para-
graphs behe has found polygamy
commanded and blood atonement

whoever will carefully analyze
that production will find that it is
in part to joseph smith only and
in part to others that it relates to
celestial marriagemarrlage in one part and

to polygamy a different matter in
another that celestial marriage
which is defined to be the marriage of
a man and a wife for all eternity is
mandatory upon all who desire to
obtain the highest glory namelythe
celestial that the marriage of
other wives is permissive under given
conditions that there is no com-
mand in it to any one to enter into
plural marriage but joseph smith
himselflumself and no judgment pro-
nounced upon any woman who re-
fuses to join her husband in this
matter but the wifenafe of the head of
the church and that this judgment
is to be executed by the lord him-
self and not by any man or church

injustice to the people I1 repre-
sent I1 cannot pass by in silence
what mr baskin said in this con-
nection about blood atonement
he manifestly or I1 wholly misun-
derstoodderstood him undertook to impress
uponu I1 this committeecom attee that if these
iruinpluralral wives committed adultery
their throats were cut from ear to ear
and their bowels to be cut out jack
the ripper was to be turned loose
and after this chapter of horrors the
judgeu e pronouncedno thee doctrine0 ne mon-
strous and saidid that those who
adopt it are not fit to be admitted as
a statesta but it is not taught there
it is not in that revelation the
destruction there mentioned is by
the lord just as you find it ex-
pressed in substance a hundredCtimeses in our christian bible and
I1 pronounce it monstrous to at-
tribute to these people any such doc-
trine

judge wilson then made mr
baskin very uncomfortable by
showing up the manner in which
he had attempted to make it appear
that certain articles on theocracy
taken from the millennial star and
wide apart sentences of which he
had cullel and attached without a
star between were written by mr
richardsBichards fetherfather it was a lively
tilt and agitated the agitator con-
siderablysider ably though judge wilson was
as suave and polite asaa a courtier
he next took up the subject of
church control of private business
and said it is very evident from
the remarks of the gentlemen of the
opposition particularly of governor
westest that they do not understand
the doctrines and tenets and belief
of the mormon people of course I1
would not say that they wilfully
misrepresent them all their asser-
tions and imaginings about revela-
tions to control private individuals
in business affairs are without foun-
dation in footfact no president or other

leading man in the mormon church
claims to be always inspired nor
that he is at any time infallible for
a great many years anything pur-
portingarting to be direct revelation has
beenun very rare and in no case
has it related to property or
business of the people every
man in utah is free toAttend to his
own business and nobody whether
he be prophet bishop or priest at-
tempts to interfere with it

the mormon people do not re-
gard the opinions and views of their
leading men as revelation and all
these exaggerations to which we
have listened are wild and baseless

when governor west went to
utah it was very natural and very
properr per that he should begin to study
thehe eexistingxestilg conditions and he
evidently becamecam a pupil of our
friends baskin and mcbride As
the twig is bent the trees in-
clined is an old adage and you
know from your personal experience
how through life the teachings and
opinions of your instructors have
clung to you

4 I1 eighteen or twenty years ago our
brother baskin and fifteen or six-
teen years ago our brother mcbride
began brooding over this subject
and they have been brooding over
it ever since it is a peculiarity of
the human mind that constant por-
ing over any subject has a tendency
to twist and distort judgment in re-
gardard to it it engenders suspicion
ftft evokes doubt as to the integrity of
all who differ it breeds intolerance
such men begin to see visions dream
dreams airy nothings take theshapesh
to them of veritable substantial de-
mons with cloven feet and darted
tails

and so it has come to pass that
my brothers baskin and mcbride
have fallen into the condition as-
cribed to the lunatic the lover and
the poet I1 class lemthem with the
poets of course they are of im-
aginationagi nation all compact on this sub-
ject they see more devils in mor-
monism than vast hell can hold I1

and so it happened that when the
governor went to utah and put him-
self under their tutelage itft was a
case of the blind leading the blind f

with the consequence assured elipheigh-
teen hundred years ago and verifiedveried
by experience through all the cen
uries since all fell into the ditch
together

alfif all the garbled extracts from
old sermons and writings that have
been produced here were ever en-
titled to the grave importance sought
to be attached to them they were
the utterances of the long since de-
parted and not of the peopeoplele who
come to you and ask for Ztheirair po-
litical rights and against whom not
one iota of evidence has been intro-
duced 11

judge wilson then read and
commented upon the mormonnl
articles of faith and cited some
publications of distinguished trav-
elers on the good character of
the mormon peoplepeo ae the
speaker drew the coconclusionne fusion that
if the church had so much con-
trol in utah as hadbad been claimed by
the opposition the power hadbad been
exerexercisedcUed with excellent results but
he remarked

gentlemen this is I1 believe the
first time in the history of our gov-
ernment when a religious creed has
been brought under discussion as a
basis of legislative action our con

ution guarantees perfect freedom
of religious thought and belief

what a strange spectacle this tois
in a government one of the most
cherished principles of which is10

freedom of thought and religious
belief that we should be searching
as with lighted candle for the
thoughts and beliefs of men with
reference to a matter of granting
political privileges and that we
should be splitting hairs in argu-
ment as to whether ththisIs means ththis
that or something else

this church and its adherents
have been subjected here to the
sharpest and most unkindly criti-
cism these criticisms are to be
printed not only for the eye of
congresscon ress but of the nation the83willaewill be repeated from the pulpit and
the stump and around christischristian8
firesides and on the strength 0of
what these gentlemen have said
here these people will be as they
have heretofore been held UDup 90

moral outlaws that is my aapologyarvefor troubling you with what I1 have
quoted and it is my apology for
turning to another side 0of this situ-
ation and presenting to you some

unpleasant statistics and I1 feel ad-
ditionally excused because of what
was said by judge mcbride

the committee were then surear
by citations from thetn

records of baltakeSaltake city showsho W

ing the few mormon conCOD

dictionsvict ions for common crimes and
the number of gentile convictions
the small minority of popopulation
furnishing the immense majority of

criminals this brought bessm
west and baskin to their feet but
they were promptly sat upon by the
committee the way in which
anti mormon petitions aw00
fixed up was next exposed andan
judge wilsonvilson said many a
christian woman has signed these
petitions in full belief that she WOwa

pa

resisting everything that was bad
the next pointnt touched upon

was the utahU constitution and
its history and special provi-
sions the speaker maintained that
the power of congress to make sp
cial compacts was indisputable gilldan
had been exercised for more than a

third of a century he cited vs10
berous cases in support of this
considered the utah constitution
beyondbe yond criticism it was so Sgood

that even its opponents had notnor
attempted to attack it As taw
the question of sinsinceritycerAy nehe
said the idea that any set of01

men aittofit to be outside of a lunalunatictiD

asylum could suppose that a ftcfraud
of the kind suggested by the
tion could prevail is simply
berous any man one remove from
an idiot could not wlfail to see that
such a scheme backed by only licamen women and
dren agaiagainst the sentiment

the
of

sentiment ofv the civilized world
a

would come to instant grief there
is no factupon which such a charge s

can be based but there are abundant
tri a
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