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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

SAVING OPPORTUNITIES BEYQND
THE GRAVE.

Recently n friend of the Nt;\#s, made
inquiry of an eastern publlsbing firm
regarding some genealogical literalure

he desired to obtaln. 1o replving to
his communicatlon these publishers
ask our Iriend, by letter, why be took
an Interest in matters pertaining to
(amily peldigrees. He rent a written
explanation, and 'as the subject of the
application of the plan and principles
of the Gowpel to the dead who departed
without obeying it, Js one of both
,general and special interest, we here-
with present the grester portion of the
gentleman’s’exposition of the sublime
theme:

Tie basisg of Iy interest in the sub.
lect in question fs: that 1 am a member
of the Church of Jesus Cbrist of Liatter-
day 8alnts, commonly known us the
»Mormon?* Church.

It becomes necerenry now to explaio
whby this Cbureh membérabip should
cause me to take un interest In fumnily
genealogies. To make this matter
clear involves A siatement ¢f some of
the prominent featurea of the raith of
tbe Baints. The jatter clalm to bave the
pamme orgenization and doctrines as
tbose whiob cbaracterized the Cburch
establisbed by Jesur on thbe eastern
bemisphere;, hence their bouy-reitgloun
includen “Apostles nnd Prophets,*?
High 'Priests, Beventies, Eldérs,
Priestr, Teachers, Deacons and all
other officers and authorities of which
the Néw Testament makes mention,
These nre oreganized into quorums,
tbree Higbh Priests, constiluting the
First Presidency, bweing at the bead,
;with the Twelve Apostles ranking
pext in order, and so on. The duties of
each grade are clearly and apeclfically
detined, so as to operate in unbroken
barmony each with all the otbers.

In relatlon to doctrine, it may be
rald that ft embraces *‘truth wherever
found,’’ and 8o wide a range will only
admit of & limited explanation. How.
ever, laith in the alonement of Jesus
Chbrlet may be regarded asthe basiy
prineiple, und in & general wny it may
be stated that the faith of the Baints
demnnds obedlence to the tedchings of
tbe Bavior snd all His Inspired per-
vante, anclent and imodern; hence it
includea the doctrinee of faitbh, repent.
apce of sin, baptism by Immersion in
water for the remisslon of 8ins and the
laying on of tbe hands of the autbor-
ized pervante of God for the imparting,
to the honest secker after salvation, ot
the Holy Gbost. Tburs having lald
the foundation for n godly life, aided
by the Divine Bpirit, they are required
to press forward to the perfect day.

I do not suppose that any person
famillar with tbe Boriptures will bhave
the temerity to dispute the claim that
these are acriptural doctrines. But
they tnvolve poiute which oould pot
be established without new revelation,
as divine authoriy can only be im-
parted through that cbannel. He who
actel a8 an agent for God must be
atithorized to aseumie tirat position,
otherwise what he does In the name
of the Divine Master will stand in
danger of being repudiated, as can be

 julged in the flesh.

sustained readily hy analogical reason-
Ing assoclated with buman affairs,
Divine concerns are much more sacred
tban thoee that are merely buman and
they must be muob more closely
zuarded. 1t ip elaimed by the Balbte
tbnt n Propbet (Jorepb Bmith) was
ruiwed up in modern timen to establish
anew the true Cbhurch of Christ iun fis
fullpess of organization, ordinance,
princlple and power. [ do notexpect
that you will belleve this, but I am not
writing tbe bellef of thrse who may
peraee thie statement, but tbe faith of
myaelf and my co-relicioniats,

You mnay ssk what all this baa to do
with my Interert in genenlogy, I will
shortly show tbat what is already
stated in merely praliminary to the
main potnt of my explanation, whbich
will follow. .

The Cburch with which I am.ldenti-
fled eluime that tbhe plap of reddemption
waa not devised o the Divine Mind for
tbe benefit of any one or more clusren
of mankind, but for the ralvation of
tbe race, as u whole. Buch a position
could not be maloisined if ite saving
effects and blessinge should be con-
fined to those who have opportuntties
of embracing it principles in this life,
Myrinds pasa through tbe human, or
probationary,stale witbout ever baving
geard tbe name of Chrlst uttered. To
bring them under condemnatiob be-
cauee they did not comply with condi-
tlons of which tbey wunever bear,
wpuld be s parody oD common, oot to
any divipe, justice,

Nutwitbetauding this, it 18 evident
that ealvation, nccording to tbe true
Chbristian standpoint, can oaly be ob-
talnped throushb belief in Cbrist and
obedieuce to His Jaws and command-
ments. This ineluges coniormity by
th3 beljever Lo the outward ordinances.
Ar an ipstange, the Savior ssid to
Nioouemus, *Except 8 man be borp
of water and of the spirit, be cannot
enter into the Kingdom of God.” Here
ia & rule which sdmits of no exoeptiou.
Justice therefore demands that provi-
sion be made for the dead wbo died
without a knowladge of Cbristand His
Joctrine.

This comprebensive wpplicatlon of
the principles of redemption I8 Lo
some extent elucidated §o the Berip-
turea. Io I Peter, third chapter, and
the sixth verae of the followlng chap-
ter, tbe Apostle explains tbat while
the body of Christ lay fu (he tomb,
His dirembodied splirit was engaged iu
preagbing to the spirite nf men who
bud lived on esarth and passed
way. The object of thbis preach-
ing was to ennhle those who beard
Him to *‘live according to God in the
spirlt* and be judged as men are
But suppnsa the
spirits of men sbould be converted by
preaching in the sphere to wbich they
go pendiog the resurrection of the
body, bow are they to comply with
the unjversal rule of admittance into
tbe Kingdom of (God—baptism by im-
mersion in water und (he reception of
tbe Holy Bpiru?

Paul {1 Cor., I5tb Chap.) gave some
explicit views on the resurrection of
tbe body. After ineleting upon the
validity of thie doctrine, be exeluims—
@ Else what shall tbhey do which are

I

baptized for the dead?’’ This intro-
duces tbe doctrine of the vicarious ap-
plication, in bebalf of the dead, of the
ordinance of baptiam by immersion
for tbe remisslon of sine. Ifit s ad-
miesible in relation to baptism, 80 may
"It be with regard to every otber out-
ward ordinance of the 3 pel.

The elaim of the Latter.-dey Baints
is tbnt Joseph SBmitb, tbe fuupder of
our Church, wus raised up to establish
the fultpess of the Gospel anew in thia
age, and that when he wae' martyred
by & mercilers mob, be entered the
spirit world aud, as Christ did in His
mission, opened up a dlspensstion
amony the apirite of the departed. It is
beid that, |n accordance with the last
words of the 0!d Testament—those of
Muinchl—EHjah {wbo w=asa translated)
appeared to Joseph Bmllh in the
Temple buiit by fhe Baints nt Kirtiand,
Oblo, 0y gave bim tbs keys of power
to turn the bearts of the children to
the fatbers and (be bearte of the
fathers to tbe chiliren. Beiore his
death he hau inaugurated the lebor of
performing vioarious work for thedead,
and thus turued the hearts of the
#ving toward their Jdeceaséd progenls
tore; ahd those who accept bim "as a
Propbet buve no dowbt as to his baving
opuened a similar dispensation in the
apirit world, the living nnd dead aoct-
ing In concert.

In this connection it may be weil to
couejder that | be basis upon which the
whole structure of Christianity reats is
vicarious—the sacrifice and atouement
of Christ for the buman rate.

This department of the religious
labors of the Latter-day Baints—vicari-
oun ordinance work for tne dead—*s re-
zarded by tbem as belng specinlly
sacred, und niust, sccording to the
revelations glven to the Churcb, be
pertormed iu hoiy places, Heuce the
erection by them of Temples, which
are dedicated unto the Most High
God. The first atructure of this charag.
ter efected by them waa bulit in Kirt.
iand, Oblo, aba the eecoud in Nauvoo,
Hunpcock couunty, [llinole. Of the pos-
session of tbere they were deprived by
the actlon of rutbiess and murderous
mobs. Four have been reared in Utab
anG are being used for the purposes for
which they were designed: one jn Bt,
George, Weaahington couunly, anotber
o Manti, Banpete couuty, and the re.
maining two lorated . respectively
in Logan, Cacbe county, and Balt
Like City., The last mentioned is one
of the moet beautiful bulldings in the
United Biates, and ts juterior furnishk-
loge are in unison with gite exterior
mayuiticence. lmmediately previvus
to ita dedication bundreds of neople
pot connected with the Cbureb were
invited to pass through this remarkable
atructure, and tbe univereal verdict of
those visitors was, 8o far as known,
that it 18 one of the mest sattruotive
aptl interesiing buildings they ever
vntered.

The bonesty and devotion ot the
8aints in relation to the performance of
work which they deem liecessary to be
done for and in bebalf ot their dead
kindred,bas been sbown by the fact that
tbetr Temples Lave cost many m'Ilions
of dollars, and much of the work in
conatructing and equipping them has
been while these people were in
penury, enduring bardsbips that po
pen, bowever gifted, is capable of

adequntely describing.



