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' Great Resources of

An Inland Empire

HE materfal wealth of a country
we measure by its resources
and productions, tho strength
of o country we measure by its

wer Lo do and {ts accomplishments;
tho standard of @ country wé measure
by Its citlzenship. The Intrix le value
of any country cannot be cal ulated
without the carcful conslderntion of
{hese three factors. Naturtl resources
may abound—mouniains may be filled
with precious metals, hills may be cov-
ered with the finest thmber, farm lands
may streteh thelr pregnant bodics for
miles In extent, plains and valleys may
yield thelr luxurious verdure for the
hungry mouths of millions of Kino; yet
these nll amount to naught where the
power of man's will doea not oporate
over and through them; and even when
this is the case and the standard of
citlzenghlp is low, the supreme worth
of that country |s by no means super-
Iative.

But with a high standard of citizen-
ghip to begin with great worth is at
once predicable, for such wealth s
enlus of life Itselt—it 1s both re-
sourceful and productlve; and were the
patural endowments of the country
meager, 1te thrift and ingenulty would
forge at the anvil of destiny the imple-
ments of triumph and success, Show
us a land rich in fts natural endow-
ments fn which bear sway a thrifty and
tndustrious people, and we will pre-
dict—all things being equal—the highest
standard of wealth, Just such a coun-
try is Idoha, the "Gem of the Moun-
tains."”

IDAHO HOMES.

It would seem that the desire is now
greater than ever before among the
people generally to get a home—to =e-
cure a tract of land. This 1s evi-
denced by the thousands who are com-
ing west every year. The man of mod-
erate means in order to acquire a
foothold must move on toward the fron-
He finds himself In & congested
and values are too high

tier.
population
for him.
It not infrequently happens that cer-
taln of these home-seckers, in thelr de-
&ire to find the “frontier,” journey on-
ward and westward to the coast and
wander back to Idaho to find a

then
home,
Strictly speaking the “Inland Em-
pire,’”” of which so much {s now being
gpoken and written, measures within its
geope the great Inland basin of the
northwaest; In the center of which s sit-
ulited the state of Idaho. Around this
“Gom of tho Mountalns” about two-
thirds of Oregon and Washington, frac-
tiong of Utah, Nevada, Wyoming,
Montana and o strip of BritlshColumbia,
form & kind of setting or frame work.
The area thus encloged Is approximate-
Jy 200,000 square miles, of which Idaho
occuples §4,800 square miles, or 53,
§85.14 acres. From north to south It
measures 457 miles, Its wildth varles
from 48 mlles on the northern border
to 209 miles on the southern border.
CLASSIFICATIONS.

The total arca of the state could be
classified as follows:

TOKOR oroyeosneas
Forest reserv
Indian reser
Military resery
Patented lands
Unappropriated
veycd. .....

. 639
-« 4,941,505
and unsur-

Total «n 10 s uenasD3, 202,695
Consldering resource and utility the
gtate’s land area has been classified In

round numbers as:

SIMBDALIBNAR .okevsansarsrnanss
Pasture
Agricultu
Mineral

: 12,000,000

lands 2 A
. 4,000,000

lands

Much of the land classified as thn-
bered ean be used f grazing pur-
poses and nlse converted to agricul-

ture, and much of the pasture land can
be utilized farming, and o consld-
erable portion of the mineralized arca
can be pasturcd

for

TOPOGRAFPHY

Tho topography of the state Is moun-
talnous, with a gradunl slope toward
the west from the maln range of th
Rocky mountwing, which form the east-
ern boundary of the state,

This great Inlund emplre is practically
all dralned by the Columbia river and
‘t# numerous tributaries fed by the
nover-fuding snowcaps of the Rocky
mountain chain. The state is divided
Into two parts: the northern portion
I8 drained by the Salmon, Clearwater,
Spokane
eouthern

and  Kootenal rivers; the
part by the great Snake
river, the witters of all of which find
thelr way Into the
carries them on westward and
them into the

Columbi which
pours
Pacific ocean. The only
exception 1o this dralnage system |8
in the southgastern corner of the state,
drined by the Bear river, which flows
Into Salt Lake, in Utah

Between the two natural geographical
divigions of the

atate, above
great difference Is obseérved in the nat-
ural resources, which are marked prin-
clpally in the fact that the northern
portlon comes within the humid belt
and recelves sufficlent rainfall for the
development of cropg without the ald
of artificial application of water: while
the southern pirt of the state depunds
almost entirely upon irrigation

TIMEER LANDS

al, 2

In the former division the land gener-
ally is quite tmbered, and
here are found the geat forests of tho
ftate. In fact, the atest white pine
belt of the world §s in this district
Conservative and competent timber
cruisers have estimated that this por-
tion of the state ale has 57,500,000,000
feet of standing and avallable timber,
found in the following basins:

heavily

Number feot.
Pend A'Orellle basln, Includ-
ing Priest river ........... 5,000,000,000
8t. Joseph basin, includiog
St Marles ... .. 10,000,000,000

Cocur d'Alens basin ........ 1,000,000,000

Palouss basin 500,000,000
Clearwater basin 30,000,000,000
Welser basin ...... 1,000,000,000
Payette basin . 5,000,000, 000
Bolse basin ....... erenneesse 5,000,000,000

Total ...eevvannannnnnn.a...57,500,000,000

The saw mlills of the state produced
last year a merchantable product val-
ued ai nearly $7,500,000, consisting of
nearly 400,000,000 feet of lumber. The
saw and planing mills of the state
number and employ during the
ar 4,868 persons, with a payroll of
616,429

FOREST RESERVES.

Practically the entire mountainous
and timbered area of the state is em-
braced within national forest reserves,
which now cover approximately 20,000,-
000 acres. The great watersheds and
the sources of all the Important streams
upon which the state is dependent for
irrigation, are thus protected, making
possible the general, even and steady
flow of tha numerous mountain
streams. In the withdrawal of this
land It was Impossgible to make the
boundaries of the forests conform to
the timber-covered lands and the wa-
tersheds only; as a consequence there
iz often found Included lands which
ara sultable for agricultural purposes
But provision for this condition is pro-
vided in the act of June 11, 1906, making
it possible for such land to be located
and a patent obtained therefor under
the homestead law. Upon application
the forest service will survey such land
fres of charge and {ssue a speclal-use
pormit for the occupancy and dultivation
of the land pending {ts listing by the
secretary of the interfor.

The forests of the state under the
management of the natlonal forestry
service ars sought to be made service-
able to man by the sale of thelr tim-
ber, the sale of grazing permits for cat-
tle and sheep, and by allowing lands to
be taken for special use. Settlers in
and around the forests are allosved free

use of timber for their own purposes;
but where large amounts are desired,

the timber is sold In the open market
by competitive bldding. It Is the ob-
ject of the government to allow only the
nuniber of sheep on the range which it
will support without injury to the for-
age. Last season approximately 2,000,-
000 sheep wera grazed within the na-
tional forests of Tdaho.
MINERAL LANDS.

The mineral lands of the state are not
located i any one place, but are well
M=tributed, though the northern portion
of the state seems to have recelved the
‘lion’s share.” Shoshone county alone,
productive of practically -nothing ex-
cept products of the mine, turned out
last year preclous metals to the amount
of §19,084,435.09. Out of the: 23 coun-
ties of the state, 19 have a mineral pro-

v

Era of Development
And Opportunities

wheat, over $13,500,000 oats, $6,500,000
fruite, $2,359,000 sugar beets, $18,000,000
hay, $1,239,000 garden products, butter
and eggs amounting to $1,500,000 each
and fowls $252.000, The samo nuthority
glves 16,000,000 as the total number of
bushels of wheat raised, which figure
is even excelled In the production of
oats, while barley, rye and corn come
respectively, 10,000,000 and 137,000 and
165,000 bushels,
DRY FARMING.

The success attendant upon experi-
ments in dry farming has opened an-
other great possibility Ingthis state;
but this class of agriculture has really
passed the experimental stage, it has
become an established industry. In the
southern portion of the state about
300,000 acres wera this yvear farmed and
good resnlts obtained. Add to this
amount a possible 1,500,000 acres culti-
vated in like manner in the northern
part of the state, there is a total of
1,800,000 acres of land producing craps
In thia stats without irrigation. An
addition of 1,825,560, the acreage actual-
ly now being Irrigated, we have a
grand total of 3,625,550 acres, which
ropresent approximately the total cul-
tivated acreage of the state

There are embraced in
speclal reserves in the state
acres, which, deducted from the tot
area, leaves 31,726,098 acres for general
agricultural, grazing and mining pur-
poses, 12,000,000 zcres of which s class-
ifled as agricultural land. The fact
that only a fourth of this vast area
has heen patented and that only abous
one-tenth of it has been placed under
cultlvation, reheals the very peéertinent
agricultural possibilitles and oppor-
tunitles fn this state.

HORTICULTURE

Idaho has about 32,000 acres of or-
chards, over half of which could be
classed as commerclal. During the
year over 2,000 carloads of frult have

been shipped from the state. The

commerclal orchards of the state, so

far, are all clustered in the W
the Payette and the Bolse River v
leys, reaching up the Snake river as
far as Shoshone Falls, and In the re-
gion in and around Lewiston, and In
the Palouse country, In Latah county,
Including Potlach valley. All fruits,
except the citrus family, are grown
successfully in this state.

IRRIGATION.

By special acts of Congress there
have been granted to ldaho 32,000,000
acres of government land for reclama-

“tion from-its aridity under the provisions

of the Carey act. Up to the present
time applications have been flled with
the state board of land commissioners
for more than 2,300,000 acres, and from
present indications It appears that the
entire allotment will be consumed be-
fore the close of the coming year. One

TABLE SHOWING COMPARATIVE IRRIGATION STATISTICS OF IDAHO AND SISTER STATES

Gov. Reclamation Projects Carey Act Projects. | Irrigated Lands all Classes.
STATES. =
No. al Av, Cost - s Av. Cost | Total Acrcage Total Irrigated
& ] Total Acrcaga | Water Per Acre No, Total Acrcago Water Per Acre. l Open to Entry Area of State

IDAHO ........ 2
UTAH . ... 1
NEVADA .. .. 1
WYOMING . ... 2
MONTANA .... 8
OREGON ...... 2
COLORADO .. 2
WASHINGTO g

NEW MEXICO

480,000
50,000
350,000
100,000
1,063,171
90,000
200,000
144,000
220,000

$23.50

26.00
45.00
32.50

60.00
55.00

TOTALS

2,272,246
2 92,000
1 150,000
1,000,000
7 381,000
338,565
g s 420,000

1 10,000

[ $39.00 |
45.00 |
26.00 |
40.00
36.00
30.00
40.00
55.00
60.00

44244472 |
! 90,000 |
100,000 |
560,000
619,000
250,000
400,000
4,000

2,000,000
2,000,000
500,000
3,000,000
2,000,000
1,500,000
3,000,000

: 450,000
| 400,000

2,697,171 |

| 118 4,663,811

2,637,444.72 |

14,850,000

dueing record.  The 1908 product of the
state was as follows:

920 pounds...
A91,256 fine ounces.

.. $12,470,340.74
6,553.82

10 05 pounds..
} OUNCES v avee
Zine, 9,10 pounds

Total value

MANUFACTURE.

ldaho i3 not yet m state of factories.
This condlition Is not the fault of her
scanly resources, but rather
from the abundance of things gener-
ally. Idaho offers somo of the Dbest
opportunities to be found anywhere in
the country, in the line of manufac-
tures. To quote from the report of
the state statisticlan:

comes

“Idaho ls importing most of ‘the
canned goods her people consume, part
of the flour, part of the butter and
eggs, part of the meat, part of the
fowls, all of the crackers, all of the
clothing, all of the eoal, all of the pa-
all of the cement, and yet sho
has within her porders the resources,
the raw material for the production of
.ommoditles sufficient, not alone

per, and

theso ¢©
to supply the demand of her people,
bet in most of the cascs named, @

thousand fold more; and the potency of
her rivers for the generation of power
{s unlimited.” The same authority
adds that there s vearly Imported
Into the state 10,0600 barrels of Nour and
exported 9,000,000 bushels of  wheat.
Says he: ""We jmported In round num-
bers 900,000 cases of eanned goods, in-
tomitoes, corn, frults, beans
We have only one cannery

cluding
and peas.
in the state

“We imported over 1,000,000 pounds of
butter, 400,000 pounds of cheese, 750,000
dozen eggs, and nearly 1,000,000 pounds
of beans. We necd more creamerles,
more bean growers and more hens,

“0Of packing-house products, we Im
ported over 10,000,000 pounds, and seni
from the gouthern part of the state to
Kansas City and Chicago 1,886 carload.

of cattle, 3,664 carloads of sheep and

133 carloads of hogs. At the same timnn
we sent from the northern part of the
stale 511 carloads of cattle, 1,145 car-
loads of sheep and 1,023 carlonds of
hogs to the coast markets, as good a
quallty of beef, pork and mutton uas
could be found anywhere.
IMPORTATIONS.

“We consumed nearly 1,000,000 pounds
of breakfast foods, chiefly oatmeal, and
at the same time exported nearly 500,000
bushels of oats, some of which weigh-
ed 4635 pounds lo the bushel, and there
i not an oatmeal mill in the state, Our
consumption of crackers Is greater in
proportion, and there Is not a cracker
factory In the state'”

Notwithstanding the facts set forth
In the foregoing statements, Idaho has
1,302 of what the govérnment stalis-
ticlans are pleased to class as manu-
facturing establishments, with Invested
capital amounting to $21,433,704. These
employ during the year 7,463 men and
women, on an annual payroll of $5,395,-
746, and turn out finlshed products in
the amount of $22,072,705. These flg-
ures are exclusive of the minera and
trades: unions, which include a meni-
bership of 2.240. The manufacture of
sugar alonz in this state last year
amounted to nearly 2,500,000 The
record for the four factories:

Total acres beets planted, 20,080;
tal tonnage of beets grown,
average yleld per acre, in tons, 11%&;
total capltal Invested, $4,850,000; total
money pald farmers for beets, $985,487;
freight pald on beets, $52,000, total pa'd
amployes, $297.970; output of sugar in
pounds, 52,423,500, value of
@l 4% cents per pound, §

to-

221,375;

LIVE STOCK. .

The live stock Industry has played a
great part in the history of this statc.
At one time it followed mining as the
second Industry; but It is fast receding
and glving place to agriculture; in
fact, it Is now at least one step bebind
he last-named indusitry. Farms are
spreading over the low lands—the once

fruitful ranges, and the forest reserves
are encireling the hills and mountalns,
until “500,000° sheep have been banished
from the state.” There are yet, how-
ever,- owned/ In the state nearly 2,000,-
000 sheep, about 250,000 head of cattle,
100,000 ‘head' of horses, 1,000 mules, 1,500
goats and 60,000 swine.
ABRICULTURE.

Agriculture taken In connaction with
irrigation, Is attracting more attentlon
to Idaho than any other one thing; and
it, more than any other '!ul-lor. is re-
sponsible for the phenomenal Influx of
“new blood' Into the state during the
last four years. In a notable address
delivered by ex-Governor Frank R

Gooding  before the conference of
governors in the city of Washington
in May of last year, this significunt

statggnent s Lo be noted:
“Within the last four years

has turncd water on more than

acres of what was then a barren

Idaho
300,000
waste

and transformed it into flelds of beau-
tiful wiving grain. She made possl-
ble the bullding of homes for more
than 60,000 people, and has ecroated a
new wealth for the state of more than
$60,000,000. Within the next five years
Iduho will have completed all the Irrl-
gation works for the first million of
acres of Carey act lands, thus giving
an opportunity for homes for more
than 250,000 p#sople, and creating
wenlth In excess of $500,000,000. When
the story can be written of Idaho's
development by irrigation it will tell
of the reclamation of more than 6,000,-
000 acres of as rich land as can bo
found anywhere In the world. It will
be land that will equal In productive-

ness 20,000,000 acres in the ecastern
atates."
EARLY HISTORY.
Idaho did not begin with a com-

munity of farmers; her first citizens
were golddiggers; the cattlemen fol-
lowed and then came tho farmer. The
agricultural Industry In this state,
therefore, did not advance to a posl-
tion worthy of particular notice until
187 when the entire population of
Tdaho numbered 14,998  And even then
the attempt was mdrely to produce
bread sufficlent to feed thelr own
mouths. As ‘conditions improved, the
earth had responded bounteously with
all that was [ntrusted to It, rallroads
wera built and soon agriculture was
advanced and It has been pushed
steadily onward until it now ranks as
the first Industry of the state

Idaho has about 12,000,000 acres of
agricultural land, over half of which
lies within tha arld belt. where Irri-
gation Is required for the production of
crops,yexcept where sclentific farming
13 employed and grain is grown by the
“dry"” method.

According to the report of the state
statisticlan, Col. Allen Miller, Idaho's
total products of farm, garden and or-
chard for last yomr amounted to over
$68,000,000, of which §12,500,000 was

of the last proposals flled with the land
board is designed to cover 600,000 acres
in the northeastern part of Owyhes
county. 1f this project goes through
it will be the largest Irrigation system
in the United States and bring together
in one contiguous area the greatest
irrigated tract in the world.

Idaho has within her borders 35 Carey
act projects embracing 2,272,246 acres,
which represents by far a greater area
than has been reclalmed under this act
by any other state In the Union.

In all, Idaho has about 1,100 Irriga-
tion canals; she has 35 Carey act proj-
ects, covering 2,272,246 acres, and two
Eovernment projects, reclaiming 450,000
acres, and she has now available for
settlement 442,444 aores.

RECLAMATION.

Reclamation of desert lands in Idaho
began In earnest when F. H. Buhl of
Sharon, Pennsylvania, and his assocl-
ates entered into a contract with the
state under the provision of the Carey
act, on Jan. 2, 1903, for tho redemption
of 244,000 ncres of hopelessly arld land
in Cassla and Lincoln counties. As to
the work accomplished by Mr. Buhl
since that date, ex-Governor Gooding
said before the last scssion of the irri-
gation congress:

~He built the largest Irrigation canal
in America, with a width of 120 feetl at
the top, 80 feet -at the bottom, 10 fect
decp, and with more than 1,000 miles of
maln canals or laterals to distribule
the water. More than 25,000 people
have already found homes on this
splendid body of land: & new counly
has been crcated to serve the tract,

and It already has o property value of |

more than $20,000,000. This project will
probably be greatly enlarged soon by
the western extension of the South Slde
project, to include a body of land more
than 600,000 acres In extent, and of as
fortlle soil as can be found In the west,
To bulld the canals and reservolrs. for

7

this area w
of nearly

I call for the expenditura
,000,000."

GREAT CANALS.

Following Mr. Buhl came the Kuhn
brothers of Pittsburg, who entered Into
their first contract with the state, un-
der the Carey act, Aug. 21, 1907, and
whose “operations In Idaho during the
past two and a half years,” quoting
Major Fred R. Reed, “have no paral-
lel in the west.  In that brief time they
have bullt and have under construc-
tion Irrigation canals that aggregato
the distance hetween San Franclsco
and Pittsburg, supplled water for 576,000
acres, and through the heart of themn
constructed and put in operation a
broad-gage rallroad, magnificent ho-
tels, built one great power plant and
have another one well under way, and
have established modern systems of
waterworks, electrie lights and power,
and telephone systems in all the towns
on the land they have been the means
of reclaiming "

The government has also played an
important part in the work of reclama-
tlon in this state. By its ald and under
its supervision nearly 300,000 acres of
desert land have been transformed Into
fruitful fields and happy homes. This
work Iz represented in the Minldoka
(132,026 acres) and the Bolse-Payette
(248,000 acres) projects. The former is
located near and recelves Its  water
supply from the Snake river, adjuacent
to the great Twin Falls tract, on tho
east; the latter is situated in Ada and
Canyon countles and recelves its water
supply from the DBoise and Payettna
rivers, by means of great storage reser-
volrs on the headwaters of each stream.
stream.

In connectlon with the former project
a glgantic pumping plant s to be in-
stalled to holst water from the Snako
river for the irrigation of 00,00 acres
on the south side of the river. This ia
an adjunet to the Minldoka project pro-
per, situnted on the north side of tha
river, which Is now recelving water by
natural gravity, diverted from the rlver
by means of a huge dam.

LAND TAKEN

The land under both these great pr
eots is practically all taken, except
the school lands belonging to the state,
which aggregate about 25,000 acres, onc-
fifth of which are under the Minidoke

and the remainder under the Boise-
Payette project.
With but two exceptions, every

county In the stato boasts of its irriga-
tion record. The exceptions are Bonner
und Shoshone., The latter Is wholly a
mining county; the former Is, by virtuo
of Its natural endowments, devoted to
lumbering and mining. Both are with-
in the rain belt.

According to the flgures collected by
the state statlsticlan, Bingham councy
leads all others In Irrigated acreage. It
reports 758,940 acres under canals, of
which amount 412,320 ncres are actual-
ly belng frrigated. Fremont county
follows with 552,864 acres under canal
systems and 236,995 acres under actual
cultivation, Then comes Lincoln, Twin
Falls, Blaine, Canyon, Ada, Cassia,
Onelda, Bannock, Washington, Owyhee,
Bolse, Elmore, Custer, Bear Lake, Lem-

hi, Latah, Kootenal, Idaho and Nex
Perce countles, graduating from the

figures above given down to 7,180 acres.

Those counties fn which Carey act
projects are located are as follows
Twin Falls, Lincoln, Blalne, Binghan,
Owyhee, Canyon, Fremont, Bannock.
Oneida, Cassin, Ada, Elmore, Custer
and Lemhl. The six northern countles,
Bonner, Kootenal, Latah, Shoshons,
ldaho and Nez Perce, are situated with-
in the rain belt and recelve practically
sufficlent precipitation for the develop-
ment of crops.

STATE LANDS,

Under the constitution the following
@lective officers are constituted a con-
tinuing board of land commlssloners:
the governor, secretary of state, attor-
ney-general and superintendent of puh-
lle instruction. The duty of this board
{8 to sclect, sell and control all the
lands donated to the state by the gen-
eral government. The common school
lands embrace sectlons 16 and 36 in
each and every township in the state,
Aslde from thesa Jands the government
has made gpeclal grants for the benefit
of the state university, school of sel-
ence, agricultural college, penitentiary,
insane asyium, public bulldings and
charitable Institutions. Consldering
all these grants, excepting what has
been =old, the stats now holds a fco
simple title to about 3,700,000 acres.

Sales are made during the year, In var-
jous Jecalitles of the state, of landa
under these different grants. Under
the Jaw not an acre can be sold for
less than §10, or the appraised valuu-
tlon, whutever may be In excess of
this amount. Where jands are sold
for $25 per acre or less, 13 years are
given in which to make puyments,
which are made in equal annual In-
stalments with 6 per cént Interost on
deferred payments; where the price per
acre iy over 320, 16 years are given.

puring the last fiscal year just closed,
the state has received for tho benefit
of Lhe “institutlons above enumeratad
from the sale of landa §318,177.20; from
{nterest on deferred payments §121.-
§77.02, and. from rental $32,833.95, total,
$192,320.07. The $4 ,272.97 received from
sale of Carey act lands end the inter-
est on loans, ete. make a grand total
of $557,063.85, which represcnts the luad
recoipts of the state land department
for the last flscal year

SOIL OF THE STATE.

The nature and composition of tha

goll of thls inland basin is essentially

different from that found elsewhers in
the world “It 1s manifestly naturc's

vy

geareme -



