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“APRILLE."

No longer lying cold ind numb,
When they descend on path and stile
—80 tander in thefr touch become—
The shndows seem Almoat Lo smile.

Even the wind grows gentler now ;-
Each day hig voice In aweetness gaing;
Girestlng von hill’a dennded brow,
He oft from tricksy jokes abataina.

A8 though, like some rough, elowmah hoy,
Sore emiiten by desire to learn,

Or stirred by hoanty’s nnknown joy,
A worthier state he tain would earn.

8o, in the boughs where blue jays meet,
He whispers Lo the ledgling leaves,
Or, kissing wild Aowers rosy feet;
He over hia March madoess grieves,

And when the rain-drops patier low,
He listena to their crystal rhyme,

't hat telis him violets soon will grow
O’er those who think ne more of itme.

And from the shadows and the rain
He weaves that myslery of delight,
Half gladnces and half happy paln,
Which s0 enchants May’s portumed night.
~By Wm, Struthers, in Table Talk.
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MISSIONARY WORK IN THE INDIAN
TERRITURY.

The misslonary work of ihe Latter.
day Baints io the efforts to carry into
effect the Divine jpjunction, ¢ This
Gospel of the Kipgdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations,’? has taken within its
scope the principal place of gathering
together of remnanta of the once
formidable tritws of Inodiaos of the
United Btutes—the Indian Territory.
Apd justly so, from- the position the
Baints occupy througn the knowledge
imparte &by the revéaling of the Book
of Mormon in this age, by which the
true lineage, chatacter and history of
the ahorigines have come to light.

Ioformation concerning those [ndi-
ans bas been given at various times,
through the public press and other w ise.
Lately, too, interest has been aroused
because of disputes which nave oc-
curred and negotiations which have
been pending between the Umnited
Btates general zoveroment anid that of
{ndian Territory regarding land in-
terests and a movement to abolish
tribal relations among the Indlans.
Yet, without the bounds of the Terri-
tory, konowledge is limited as to
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the local and  gemeral situa-
tioun, and especially to give more
information relative to the spread of
the Goapel there, an outline of the his-
tory of the mission is given. Itis only
intely that the miseion has developed
sufliciently to justify the presentingof
semi-anoual repotlg, and through the
courtesy of Elder Andrew Kimball,
whois in charge of that fleld of labor,
the followiny is gleaned frum the first
eport.

Some 34 tribes (or portions thereof)
are at present located in Indjan lerri-
tory numbering some 77,000. Many
of these tribes aggregate only from 50
to 500; the largest tribe or nation is the
Cherokes, amounting to over 25,000,
Of these some tribes are uncivilized;
others semi-civllized and the largest
oues civilized, The titles to lands being
beld in the name of the particalar
nations, savein a few instances, where
allotment has taken place among the
smaller trihes, the privilege of Indians
or adopted citizens (those of the whites
or negroes who have inler-married) to
take up as much land as they ean cul-
tivate or hire cultivated, has brought
into that country thousauds from the
sutrounding Btatea, who rent lands
for a small fee, make a good
‘livelihood and are free from taxation.
These persoys cousfitute a majority of
the totul inhabitants, amounting to
pearly 100,000. The white, negro and
Indiap races are much mixed; and
thnse of the pure blooded aborigine are
much in the minority; but whether
they be full blood, half, eighth or

i ixteenth, they occupy the same posj-

tion as citizens.

Indian Territory, when frst out-
lined in 1828, comprized a more ex-
tensive region than at present. Itis
now 2,000 square miles less in area
thano 'btah Territory, including the
small territory of Oklahoma, situated
in the very centre. The eastern and
southern portions are those which are
inhabited chiefly by the larger
nations, where farming, stock-raising
and a few industries are followed.

Previous to 1828, the land included
in Indian Territory, was the home of
the upcivilized Osage, Comanche, ete.,
buat frora 1828 to 1835, as the increase
of the white population east of the
Mississippi continued, and the Indian
lands there were excbanged for Iands
to the westward, the exodus of several
thousand indiaps was eflected, the
Cherokees being the pioneer nation.

Then came the Creeks, Choctaws,
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Chickasaws, Beminoles, and the many
others from time to time, a8 the origi-
nal homesteads were parted with.

Those who wended their way in
those early days from Georgia, North
Carolina, Florida apd Mississippi, did
a0 amid scenes of hardship and suffer-
ing. And those who live today who
passed through the journeyings and
experiences incident to such a pilgrim.
age, recount with solemp feelings the
recollection of their trials, in leaving
wng-established homes, aatisfactory w
them, even if humble and erected atter
their peculiar style; the difficulties en-
countered in reclaiming a wilderness,
and obtaining an existence therefrom,
Not only did they have to contend with
nature’s obstacles—of a wild country,
stekly regions and wild beasts, butthe
uncivilized tribes warred against them
for many yeuars, often producing deso-
lation aud ruin and spreading discour-
agement among those who were indus-
triously inclined.

Prior to 1855 there was no effort
to make known the Gespel to
these peoples; but an  occasion-
al Elder, in traveling to other
fields, had prssed through the
country, and experlenced some dif-
ficulties. In this year, however, steps
were taken by President Brigham
Young to extend the Goepe) among the
inhabitants, and for that purpose nine
Eiders, five from Utah and four from
a branch of the Church at 8t, Louis,
were gent. These Elders, no doubt,
were surprised at the evidences of
thrift often to be found, considering
the conditions the people had experi-
enced, and labored zealously, until two
amell branches were organized in the
Creek and Cherokee Nations,

One of the oumber, Elider John A.
Richards, married an Indian woman,
and gave a permanent resting place for
the others. All, save the one men-
tioned, were released in from three to
four years; but during their stay had
penetrated’ into the Choctaw country.
Their success in this direction warsoon
prohihited by the United Btates agent
ordering them away, which order they
were required to obey, even whilehav.
ing the necessary permission from the
Territorial government.

The fair prospects of both inhabi-
tants and missionaries abruptly termi-
nated when the war of the Rebellion
broke forth io fury over the land.
The Indiane had no particular
part in the issues atstake, though a
few were slave owners. The strife was



