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no longer lying cold and numb
when theythe descend on path and stile
so80 tender in their touch become
the shadows seem almost to smile

even the wind grows gentler now
echbach day his voice in sweetness gains

greeting yonvon hills denuded brow
he oft from jokes abstains

As though like some rough clownish boy
soregore smitten by desire to learn

or stirred by beautys unknown joy
A worthier state hebe I1lainaln would earn

sogo in the boughs where blue jays meet
he whispers to the fiedfledglinggling leaves

or kissing wild flowers rosy feet
he over his march madness grieves

and when the raindropsrain drops patter low
he listens to their crystal rhyme

I11 I hat tells him violets soon will grow
oer those who think no more of time

and fro nm the shadows and the rain
he weaves that mystery of delight

half gladness and half happy pain
which so enchants mays perfumed night

by wm in table talk

missionary WORK IN THE INDIAN

TERRITORY

the missionary work of the latterflatter
day salutesaints in the efforts to carry into
effect the divine injunction this
gospelgoepel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations has taken within ita
scopecope the principal place of gathering

together of remnants of the once
formidable tribes of indians of theu-nitedunited states the indian territory
and justly so from the position the
saints occupy through the knowledge
Impart eGby0 by the revealing of the book
of mormon in this age by which the
true lineage character and history of
the aborigines have come to light

information concerning those indi-
ans has been given at various times
through the public cressandpresspres andsand othotherwiseerwim
Lialatelytely too interest has been aroused
because of disputes which nave oc-
curred and negotiations which have
been pending between the united
states general government and that of
indian territory regarding land in-
terests and a movement to abolish

z tribal relations among the indiansyet without the bounds of the territ-
ory knowledge is limited as to

the local and general situa-
tion and especially to give more
ilainformationformation relative to the spread of
the gospel there an outline of the his-
tory of the mission is given it is only
lately that the mission has developed
sufficiently to justify the prespresentingentin 0off
semiannualsemi annual reports and through CIthe
courtesy of elder andrew kimballEim ball
who is in charge of that field of labor
the following is gleaned frumfrom the first
aport

some 34 tribes or portions thereof
are at present located in indian berri
tory numbering some many
of these tribes aggregate only from 50
to the largest tribe or nation tois the
cherokee amounting to over 25
of these some tribes are uncivilizeduncivilized
others semi civilized and the largest
ones civilized the titles to lands being
held in the name of the particular
nations save in a few instances where
allotment has taken place among the
smaller tribes the privilege of indians
or adopted citizens those of the whites
or negroes who have inter married to
take up as much land asan they can cul-
tivate or hire cultivated has brought
into that country thomthousands from the
surrounding states who rent lands
for a small fee make a good
livelihood and are free from taxation
these persons constitute a majority of
the total inhabitants amounting to
nearly the white negro and
indian races are much mixed and
those of the pure blooded aborigine are
much in the minority but whether
they be full blood half eighth or
sixteenth they occupy the same posi-
tion as citizens

indian territory when first out-
lined in 1828 comprisedcom prized a more ex-
tensive region than at present it is
now 22000 square less in aarea
than utahutah territory including the
small territory of oklahoma situated
in the very centre the eastern and
southern portions are those which aream
inhabited chiefly by the larger
nations whomwhere farming stock raising
and a few industries are followed

previous to 1828 the land included
in indian territory was the home of
the uncivilized caage comanche etc
but from 1828 to 18361835 as the increase
odtheof the white population east of the
mississippi continued and the indian
lands there were exchanged for lands
to the westward the exodus of several
thousand indians was effected the
cherokees being the pioneer nation
then came the creeks choctaws

Chickchickasawsmaws seminolesSemi noles and the many
others from time to time as the origi-
nal homesteadshomestead B were parted with

those who wendedbended their way in
those early days from georgia northN drw
carolina florida and mississippi did
so amid scenes of hardship and suffer-
ing and those who live today who
pawedpassed through the and
experiences incident to such a pilgrim-
age recount with solemn feelings the
recollection of their trials in leaving
long established homes satisfactory to
them even if humblebumble and erected atterafter
their peculiar style the difficulties en-
countered in reclaiming a wilderness
and obtaining an existenceexist buceeuce
not only did they have to contend with
natures obstacles of a wild country
sickly regions and wild beasts but the
uncivilized tribes warred against them
for many years often producing deso-
lation and ruin and spreading discour-
agement among those who were indus-
triouslytriou sly inclined

prior to 1855 there was no effort
to make known the gospel to
these peoples but an occasion-
al elder in traveling to other
fields bad pawedpassed through the
country and experienced some dif-
ficulties in this year however steps
were taken by president brigham
young to extend the gospel among the
inhabitants and for that purpose nine
elders five from utah and four from
a branch of the church at st louis
were sent these elders no doubt
were surprised at the evidences of
thrift often to be found considering
the conditions the people had experi-
enced and labored zealously until two
small branches were organized in the
creek and cherokee nations

one of the number elder john A
richards married an indian woman
and gave a permanent resting place for
the others all save the one men-
tioned were released in from three to
four years but during their stay hadpenetratespenetratedpenetratea into the choctaw country
theirsuccess in this direction bassoon
prohibited by the united states agent
ordering them away which order they
were required to obey even while hav-
ing the necessary permission from the
territerritorialtorIs I1 government

the fair prospects of both inhabi-
tants and missionaries abruptly termi-
nated when the war of the rebellion
broke forth in fury over the land
the indians had no particular
part in the issues at stake though a
few were slave owners the strife was


