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AN “ESCAPED NUN" EPISODE.

A NUMBER of good, pilous people
of Pittsburg are clothed in sorrow
and covered with ashes of bitter dis-
appointment over the doings of Miss
Frances Cusack, an “‘eseaped oun,”
Her lnbor of love in uncovering al-
legeil Catholic corruplion was sweet
to Protestant fanatics, who, being
willing to believe anything, no mat-
ter how bad or how untrue, in re-
gard to the vileness of n ghurch to
which they are opposed, obtained
maney and credit for the female
exhibitor of the sins perpetrated un-
der cover of Romanism.

Bome of Miss Cusack’s vietims
obtained subscriptions paid in ad-
vance, for a book which this al-
leged femnle heroine nsserted she
was about to publish, Now she is
non e8¢, hnving probubly gone to n
new field to work the nun role under
another name, Doubtless she
will  readily find plenty of
gullible people to victimize. Tndeer
there are lots of human beings not
only willlng but anxinus to be de-
crvived, so long aa the deception feods
their prejudices.

We never had nny faith in the
vacaped nun businessany more than
we have entertaimed a beljef in
thimble-riggoers and confidence men.
Tha respective iusinesses are differ-
ent in some respects but similar in
others—they nare deceptions prac-
ticed to procure money. '

It ia prohable that Miss Cusack
never was n oun at any time, and

even ifshe had been, it s a parody |

on justice tn necept the erparte
statementa of the enemies of a relj-
gious community as true without
the consideration of evillence from
those against whom the charges nre
preferred. To do thisis wiwng in
principle, npd none but narrow-
minded, selfish and bigoted peonle
pursue such an uowarrantable
course.

Tt may be raid that this one-sided
conduect s so common as to inciude
the majority of the human family.
[fso. that does mot make It right,

| thunder and blue smoke.

and renders it all the more deplor-
able.

Escaped nuns and apostate priests
nre on the same list ss renegade
“Mormons,” who travel about ex-
hibiting anti-*“Mormon?®? blood,
Asa rule
they end in smoke, as did young

" | Btoddard. They blaze up, attract

popular attention for n moment, so
to speak, the flnme subsides and
they dimappear in the gloom of their
own perfidy.

Down at the bottom of the heart
of humanity there ig a feeling of re-
pugnance toward men and women
who have bren coonected with a
aystem—especially u religious one—
leave it nnd then, in n 8pirjt of bit-
terness nnd enmily, seek to tear it
down and malign its adherents.
Even these who, in the bigote:d
smnllness of their souls, glont over

the fulsechoods utiered hy the
recaleitrants, do mot o re-
ality place con fidence in

thore who utter them, their po-
sition and conduct heing jntrinsic.
ally inconsistent nnd unmitigatedly
ungenerous.

No word of condoience should he
expressed for the Pittsburg dupes
made by Miss Cusack. 1t is only,
according to+ her own showing,
apother of her escapades, of which
there has doubtless been a sorich.
The first she clhimg to have been
from n nunnery, the balanee have
heen from her creditors and dupes.
{f the Pennosylvania incident sghall
decrease the sum of confidence or.
finarily reposed in her class by thin
brained DProtestunts, the affair will
not be deveid of profitable result.

THE LOCAL POLITICAL FIELD.

EITHER on account of a confi-
dence thut the “‘Mormons® of Utah
will shertly Le disfranchisei, or be-
cause of the factthat long continued
harmony among the uncongenial
and contentious elemoents that were
amnlgnmated beneath the earpet
bag emblem during the lust city
campsign, warring factions are fast
forming in the **Libernl’? camp. OF
course if the ‘“‘Mormons’’ are all to
be excludesl from partieipation in
the political privileges that, under
the Constitution, belong (o Armeri-
can citizens, the motive which pro-
tdueed temporary unity of action
among the rank and file of their
foen, will be wholly Iacking.

A glunce over thu leeal political
field reveals a remarkable scene.

With what they believe to be
good prospects of success, some
of the minority nre working
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for the disfranchisement of the
members of the parly whi -h
is io the c¢verwvhelming ma-
jority. This minority comprises
one of the most extraordinary cone
glomerations of digjointed and in-
Congruous Ppaqu that were ever seen
enguped in united action in the
politics of this country. Republi-
cayn political hacks, who tried to
gaio a liviog by their wils where
they former!ly resided, but failed for
lack of -capital to start with; Demo-
cratic schemers who became odions
to the communities that came to

know them best, aond showed
their respect for jublic opin-
jfon by running awny from it;

prohibitionists and preachers who
posed at thelr former homes a3 op-
ponents  of the rum traffie, but
who, in Utah, engage im a Satur-
day night political jollificatien In
vonrpany with saloou-keepers until
they forget that Sunday follows the
Inst day of the week; greenhnckers,
golditer aud silver money men;
free traders and protectionists;
Catholics. Protestants, infidels and
Jews; Bunday :chovl workers and
gambling den proprietorr} ‘class
leaders and bunke steerers; col-
porteurs and libertines; all these
with maany other elements between
and nmong whom an equally strik-
ing coutrast exists, including a
gporadic eprinkling of hooest men,
were gathere into the fold of thu

“Liberal? purty for the purposes of
the late city election.

If the disaster of disfranchise-
ment shall actually be precipitated
apon the ‘“Mormon” people by the
sfforts of their enemics, it will hea
-oneolation which will go fur to-
wards offsctiing the deprivation.: for
:he former to realize thnt one resuft
of it is to relieve them of the necee-
sity of mingling in political contesta
with such uncleanness. This ig,
indeed, a world of compensations.

Now that its eommon eppowent
may possibly be placed hors de
combal, a commotion is agitating
this mass of warrlpg materinls,

untll it presents something of
the nspect of n menagerie,
which, in & moment of com-

mon terror, has huddled together
in the satne retreat, but engnges in
the uproar natural to the animats in-
cluded in it, ns soon as the danger
is pnst. There were very few liona
embraced in the aggregation which
went tv the polls under the carpet-
bng emldem, and what few there
were seern to have petired out of
sight into the wuods of private pur
suita. But in the local nrena of pub”
lie life andd polltical strite there nrea



