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breakfast between nine and ten in the
morning and dinner between four and
five in the afternoon they have bread
fruit about six months in a year oc-
casionallycasionally they also eat sweet potatoes
and fish bananas are also plentiful
for a cheap and easy living tonga
stands ahead of any licalilocalitytinand coun-
try that I1 have ever visited in fact peo-
ple could subsist for months on what
nature herself provides for the inhabi-
tants without any exertion on their part
except to pick fruit and eat and this
naturally makes the natives of the ton-
gan islands the most independent peo-
ple imaginable anat this has a ten-
dency to make them lazy and indolentnt
is but natural the average tongan Isis
not supposed to work more than about
one day per week

the lot upon which the mission housebouse
stands is tourlour chains sixteen rods deep
and three chains and sixty five links
fourteen and three fifth rods wide

the southeast side faces the government
road and the opposite side the sea
beach or rather the lagoon shore
through them is a narrow strip of
governmentv land intervening reserved
for beach purposes the house stands
back from the road about five and a halfball
rods and one and a halthalf rods in from
the northeast line the distance iromfrom
the house to the boat landing is about
twenty rods on the three sides of the
premises are beautiful cocoa nut groves
and the one immediately in front of the
house across the government road is
particularly pleasapleasingng to the eye though
it shuts onoft the iwandinland view entireentirelyY
the view to the northwest is toward ardand
ndand over the lagoon which at the poi t
isis about one mile across the wooded
island and peninsula on the other side
with their tall cocoa nut trees rising high
above the thick foliage which reaches
clear down to the waters edge presents
a very ahne landscape taktakingng it alto-
gether I1 think the tongan mission house
is a very good sample of a tropical
home the house itself with its broad
verandas and all its surroundings cprcer-
tainly entitlesentities it to that distinction the
lot is not fenced there is a native
home standing just seven rods north-
east of the mismissionision house occupied by
what could consistentlyconsistantly be termed a
sample native family they are quite
neighborly and kind to the missionaries
and occasionally attend meeting but as
they belong to the wesleyan denomina-
tion they do not feel at liberty to adopt
the religion of their neighbors

the elders are supposed to spend
most of their time out among the na-
tives in their respective villages but it is
oftenotten hardbard to get food and lodgings
hence the mission house isii naturally
made more attractive than it otherwise
would be the case and especiallyespeciallv for the
new elders who are learning the langu-
age and who until they can speak it
would not fare well among the natives

the young elders when at their
inmissionassion headquarters are by no means
idling away their time they are study-
ing hard to learn the language and to
post themselves in regard to the princi-
ples of the gospel and their hearts are
in the work before them and itn would
be to ascribe the little success
attending their labors so far in tonga
to any lack of energy and earnestness
on their part the usual daily routine
at the mission house is to rise about six

in the morning and have prayer
at seven before prayer is offered a

1

chapter or two is read from the tongan
translation of the bible and a hymn
sung the same is repeated in the even
ing prayer being offered at 8 p in be-
tween breakfast and dinner the only
two meals taken the brethren attend to
their general labors the evenings are
usually devoted to some public duty or
other thus tuesday nights are devot-
ed to testimony meetings conducted in
the tongan language and thursday
eveninevenings to singing practices thegeneransgenerah meetings are held on Sunsundaysdavs
namely at 9 a in and 3 p in in the
evening a testimony meeting is held
the english language being used

mua where the mission house is locat-
ed is the largestlagest native village on ton

it isis beautifully situated on the
south side of the lagoon and surround-
ed by cocoa nut groves it has a popu-
lation of nearly one thousand there
are only six white men in the village five
of whom are traders three of them
have families by all these the elders
are treated with considerable kindness
and consideration and one of them at
least is investigating the principles of
the gospel anere are five church
buildings in mua a catholic and a re
gular wesleyan the free church
meet in a native house but is about to
build a church the catholic priest isis a
white man french the other ministers
are all natives the island otof tonga
tabu contains about sixty native villages
altogether all of which have been visit-
ed repeatedly by our elders and meet-
ings have been held in most of thethemin
in september last E ders alonzo D
merrill and alfred M durham also
visited the neighboring island of eua
and preached the Gospel there that
island has five villages and over three
hundred inhabitants the brethren
named during their visit held one meet
ing and bore testimonies in every village

the tongan or friendly islands lie
about five hundred miles southeast otof
the fiji islands and about the same dis
tance south of samoa the distance
irom capital to auckland
new zealand is about one thousand
miles and to sydney australia seven-
teen hundred miles the islands are
divided into three aub groups by two
wide channels in the southern cluster
lies Tonga tabu the largest island of the
archipelago they are surrounded by
dangerous reefs the natives belong-
ing to the lair polynesian race com-
pare favorably with other south sea
islanders in mental development in the
structure otof their awe minim and pre-
parationpa ration of their implements weapons
dress etc betraying considerable skill
and dexterity the islands are alall lIowklOw
consisting either of raised coral or vol
caniccame deposit sand there are still several
active volcanoes among them tefoa
to the west of is always smok-
ing late southwest olof vavansavaii is also
active occasionally as is Amur gura to
the northwest and there are several
other extinct cones

the tongan dialect is harsher than
the samoansan loan and is supposed to have
been by contact and intermix-
ture with the fijiansFijiausans the7 he people have
all been converted to some sort of
christianity many years ago but as inin
almost every other instance they are
diminishing in numbers in 1847 the
population was estimated by the mission-
aries at or which has now
diminished to less than the
chiochief exports are cocoacocoa nuts oranges

bananas and pinepineapplespineaapplesoples while ships
obtain ample supplies of other vege-
tables the people rank as first class
boat builders and sailorssai ors visiting in
times past all the adjacent groups biti
their fine canoes

the foregoing is taken from an oldgeographical work and the following is
culled from the rev thomas beststen years in south central polynesia
an excellent work of soo pages publishpublih
ed in london england in 1865 this
and wmwin Mamanners tonga written
by john martin and published in lon-don in ichi1818 appear to be the best
works ever published on the friendly
islands nothing important has been
issued iromfrom the press in regard totonga of late years except some letters
written by the vagabond for the
melbourne leader which subsequently
appeared in pamphlet form en billed

holy tonga but is said to be unreli-
able

the tongan islands comprehend
three principal and well defined groups
fifteen of the islands rise to a consiconsider-
able

dep
height thirty five are moderately

elevated and the rest are low the
three divisions are known as the tonga
tabu the and the islandsthe Tonga tabu group contains tonga
the chief and largest island from which
the group isis named and which by waydavolof distinction and eminence is most
generally called tonTonga tabu which meanstonga the sacred sisthis island is about
forty five miles long and from seven toeight miles wide it is situated between
latitude 21 and 21 at20 south and longi-
tude and 1750 ao20 west and contains

the capital of the kingdom
of tonga next in importance is eua
situated about eleven miles southeast ofTonga tabu it is thirteen miles long by
about six miles inin breadth and attains
an elevation in some places olof nearly
six hundred feet there are also about
twenty small islands surrounding the
two above named of which
Bagaimotu abata and fafa are the
largest with the single exception ofeua none of the Tonga tabu group
reach any considerable elevation

the islands are separated
from the Tonga tabutaLu group by about
thirty miles of clear sea at their nearest
point from whence they extend north-
ward over a distance oxof seventy miles
the whole group is composed of fifty
seven islands most of which are small
lying between latitude 19 35 and 20
45 south ada d between longitude
iciol and 10 westweil A tewfew only are
inhabited fhe whole group is intersect-
ed by alternate reefs and deep sea chan-
nels which make the navigation both
intricate and dangerous to strangersstran gem
the islands are all of low elevation with
the exception of the volcanic islands of

and kao in addition to the two
islands named lilika daano foa
balaga Mou gaone ciha FoLFonua loaaloa
doleva tolu nobuka Hafrevaalevaaugua and are the palk
islands in the group betweentonga and there are also two
hhighgh islands called hua toga and hugahapai they lie about twenty miles to
the westward of the usual course fromifrom
the one group to the other and they
are separated from each other by a deep
sea channel of about one and a halfmiles wide they give clear evidences oivolcanic origin and are haunted by
innumerable flocks of sea birds

the group also sometimes


