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on which we dwell and man upon | sometimes, too, about “'singing our-| it will be hereafter. It isthatwve Abraham. Who were his
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WE meet together . from time to
time to attend to the worship of the
Almighty; because we think it is
proper for us to pay due respect un-
to the Lord God, our beavenly Fa-
ther; we assemble ocurselves for the
purpose of praying te him, of sing-
ing his praises, of speaking of prin-
ciples, ‘doctrines, ordinances and
other matters in which we are indi-
viduslly aud collectively interezted,
all of which is more or less connect-
ee with the worship of our God.
There is something . associated
with our religious views that differs

materially from: those of many oth-
ers. The Lord has revealed unto
us his will, or, law; he has given
unto us a knowledge of the princi-
ples of trath and righteousness; and
he is seeking by the means he has |
appointed—the medium of the ever-
lasting Godpel, to prepare us for the
events that will necessarily take
place in a short time, and to enable
us to introduce among men those
pure, holy and heavenly prineiples |
which exist with"the Gods in the
eternal worlds, and to prepare us,
through the medium of the Gospel,
to operate with him and with the
holy priesthood that has existed in
former ages, in the development of
the purposes of God upon the earth,
It is & great andrimportant work in
whiech we are engaged, and we need
continually the direetioa and the
guidanea of the Almighty; for it
stands (o reason, when we reflect
upon if, that no man, a8 is spoken
of in the Beriptures, can know the
thingS of God unless they are re-
veslett to'him by the Bpirit of God.
We talk of these things sometimes
rather flippantly, and probably, in
many instances, without dae reflec-
tion. But when we look upon man
as be is organized, and the limit
aud bounds of his intelligence, and
then reflect. upon the position that
he sustains to the Almighty, we
shall find that there'is nothing very
mysterious in these remarks, but
that there is & great amount of
truth and reason associated there-
with. [or instancs, men Ekunow
very little about themselves, or
about the things of man or how to
control their passions and habits
and the various evils with which
they are surrounded and have to
combat. They Eknow very little
about the true condition of man
and his -relation to God, to the
werld, to the past, present, or fature,
as is evidenced by the position of
the world everywhere wherever we
turn our attention. We are begin-
nicg to find out some few things
in relation to the laws of nature
and the earth on which we dwell,
but our knewledge of these things
is very small comparatively, and
yet we boast sometimes quite freely |
of our intelligence, But when we
reflect on our true position, we
Enow very little in reality even
about the world in which we live,
or abouf the properties of matter or
the elements with which we are
sarrounded; and yet a few years
ago the world knew much Jless than
we Kknow to-day. 1 can remember
the time very well when there was
no sueh thing as steam-boats, 1 re”
member sailing across the Atlantic
more times than one when nojsuch
thing as a steam-boat was used for
that purpose. Iremember the time,
too,when there were no such things
as locomotives or railroads; and
many of you know very well how
it was in regard to the felegraph,
the photograph, and a great many
other things. Theyare simply cer-
tain priociples that exist in the
laws of nature that have been un-
vailed to usj but there are thou-
sands of other things that we Know
very little about. And then what
do we know about the future? What
do we know about the heavens that
are above us? We can get some
scanty ideas and we boast wvery
much of them, but really there is
not very much to boast of when we
reflact upon these things, These
things are simple prineiples that we
have become’' acquainted with
through study and ressarch by |
chemical analysis and the develop-
ment of eternal laws. We aresim-
ply becoming acquainted with some
of the prioeciples that exist in na-
ture. The . question necessarily

it and all creation as it existse?
BSome superior intelligence,or power
—we call it the power of God. “By
faith we understand that the worlds
were made by the power of God, so
that things which are now seen
were not made of things that do
appear.” There is not a partiele of
the human system but what is fall
of intelligence and displays fere-
thought, prescience, desigo, skill
and creative power; and everything
bespeaks the handiwork, of a wise,
intelligent, omnipotent.
God. When a little boy I used  to
ask myself, Who am, I? here
did T come from? What am I doing,
here? And why am I here? ete
these things still puzzle us, at least
many of them do, yet these are
thoughts we cannot help reflectio

teither made directly to us or

tor, or | have; but this would not be strietly
. Where | or,any.other man for the knowledge | and applied thoese to his

Iitrﬂ reveal,

relves away to everlasting bliss,”
What is this and where is i1? How
sball we enjoy it and under what |
circams‘ances? Certainly those
who talk about theee things display
no iotelligence. We c¢an never

rehend anything about these

and immortality to light.

Bible, or those of any people that
have il?ad upon the earth, and find
compre anywhere a people. that had a
things but by the revelations of God | knnmlqdﬁa of life and immoriality,

to us|then I will point you out a ple
| that had the Gospel. It wasthrough
that ple that men betore the
'ﬂﬂﬂd
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through others, 3 i1 1
. Now we Latter-day Saints are in-
debted—I was going to eay to Jo-
seph Smith, for what knowledge. we

| was through
tme, for we are not indebted to bim | derstood the

‘we posses:; we are indebted to the|and it was by that

prineiple brings, as we are told, life | Apostl«s?
And if{ Who were the
you will trace out the records of | this continent—Lehiand hhh
either the Book of Mormon or the {about 600 years B, C.? Of the

o

people that

)
of Abraham. Who were .‘
tles they had among them
spread forth among the
that then lived upon this g
neni? Of the seed of Abnj
Who was Joseph Smith?

seed of Abrabam; and he, ws

rinci
Ld a knowledge of God and | told, was to be the son of J
had communication with him, It]|and should himrself be called
‘that that Enoch un-|seph. And he was raised uy
principles of heaven | what purpose? Toinjure orde
position, | mankind? No; but to bring
power and |and immortality to light

Lord, and-the Prophet Joseph was | through that principle that he,|the Gospel. He, like other pny

made use of -by him as the medium | with the cities in which he lived,
in the midst of the chaotie | was translated, as well as'the thou-
mass that exisled in the world, the | sands who lived then and alsoafter

upon, Wae gee children born into
the world, and we see spring and
summer, autumn and winter follow
each other in regular succeseion,
and we ask ourselves, By what power
were these things breught about?
Why are we here and what is the
object of all these things which we

about the worlds with which we
are environed. For, speaking of

creation; there is nothing to or of
us scarcely, or in the world we iL-

Liabit, in comparison te the myriads | _
[ these things both in this world and | and communication with him, for

of worlds with w
rounded. _

Now we frequently want toknow
the object of our existence and why
we are here; and the Baints will
still go a little farther by asking,
Why have we to battle with t
affairs of this'world, and to strug--
gle, to be tried and tempted? And
we go etill further and ssk, when
we see ourfriends pass away from
this state of existence one after an-

hich we are sur-

| wisely, prudently and intelligently, | saved; he
see around us? not to say anything |

ourselves, we are.only a speck in |

he |

|them in part and see them in part

principles of life, light and intelli-| that time were translated} it was
gence and the laws by which the | through the principle and power of
(ods are governed in the eternal | the Goapel that brings life and im-
worlds, to teach us what course we | mortality to light. It was through
should pursue, that we might act|the same Eﬂunfpla' that Noah was

ad communication with
and comprehend the position: ‘we | God, who revealed to him what was
occupy here upon the earth; and|coming on the earth and the results
the relationship that subsists be-|of it. God warned him and pre-
man and his Maker, and that we | pared him and told him what to do
might uncerstand things pertain-|and how to do it, and he pursued
ing te the future as well as' things | the course given him, and he re-
pertaining to the present. And the | ceived his reward. It was through
religion we have had unfelded to|that principle that Abraham com-
us is to prepare us to take part in | prehended God and had revelation

the world to come; to teach us how | without it he would have known
to appreach our Maker and to get | nothing about God. But he under-
further knowledge of his laws and |stood, through the records of his
the principles of fruth that have | fathers, of certain privileges that
been revealed to us. ,Thﬂ wcrld | are mentioned in his history—cer-
generally treat these things very |tain privileges pertaining to himeelf

and his progenitors, which he traced

lightly. The reasoun is they do not
comprehend them, and therein lies | clear back to the days of Adam, by
which he learnéd that hé was an

the difficulty. "‘And we only know
heir to the holy priesthood; and
when he ascertained this be sought

full of life, animativon and vitality
now lying helpless and void of life,
and eur minds reach back into the
years that are past and we think of
the thousands of millions, yea, of
myriads who have imhabited this
earth and who have gone into an-
other state of existence, and we are
led to ask ourselves, Why is
it  thus? ~ And we are led to
ask  ourselves  further, Why
are w3 thus situated? And why
should we thus come into life, have
an existence and then fade and de-
cay? And it is proper that we
should haye such thoughtsand such
reflections. Who ean unravel these
things? Who can tell us upon
natural principles the meaning of
this strange phenomena, the whys
and wherefores in relation to these
matters? Nobody. We bave pecu-
liar feelings and sensations in com-
mon with all men in regard to the
future. But what are the views,
ideas and feelings of men generally
in relation to these matters? And
if they have views, what is the
source of their intelligenee? What
scientist, philosopher; or divine ean
unravel to us many of thesa mys-
terious prineciples’ which we gee
every day exhibited before us? It
is very difficult for man to compre-
hend, and nothing, as I said before,
but the Spirit which organized the
creations of God ecan. reveal those
principies and give us a knowledge
of that fitness of things as they ex-
ist in the mind of the Creator, of
our rejationghip to God and to each
other and the world in which we
exist and the worlds that are to
come. Nothing but stuperhuman in-
telligence,=ven the inspiration of the
Almighty, can reveal these things.
We have ten thousand ideas, no-
tions and feelings; the world is full

other, and the bedy that was once | without commuaion with the Ai- |

and eomprehenda them:in part; but
_ an ordination from the Lord. And
mighty we certainly chould not|when he was persecuted for his
have ‘understood "anything at all|faith he left the land in which, he
about these things. There is some- | lived, and he did so at the instance
thing very peculiar in. the world, | of the Lord: ““Get thee out of thy
and we as well as olhers are some- | country, and from thy kindred, an

times apt to be quite marrow and|from thy father’s honse, unto a
contracted in our ideas pertainiog|land that L will show thee.” And
to the world in which we live and|the Lord greatly favored him and
the people . with whom we are sur~| blessed him, and said unto him: “[
rounded. . We are told that ‘‘the | will bless them that bless thee, and
manifestation of the Bpirit is glven | ecurse him that curseth ﬁ]ee; and in
to every profit withal.” | thee shall all the families pf the

man o
And I would state further that all|earth be blessed. Was thatso? Yes,
it has been fulfilled, Let us look at

true intelligence which men possess
in regard to the laws of nalure and [ this for a moment and see whether
their. operations, as well as any [ it has or not. " Who were Isaac and
moral, scientific or philosophical | Jacob? Did they have communica-
ideas we may form that are correct | tion with God? Yes. How did
proceed from the same source,|they obtain i1? Through the me
whether acknowledged by men or|diunm of the Gespel and through
nef,
ecorrect religious ideas that the world
possess in relation to the future
state, proceed from that portion nfi Moseée., And who was Moses? A
the Spirit that is given to overy | descendant of Abraham. ' Did he
man to profit wi —not unto us | Jead the people out of Egyptian
only, but to every man, and to the| bondage? Yes; God manifested his
influence of that Spirit a1l men are| power in their behalf. Did Moses
indebted for the degree of honor| have the Gospel? Yes, and so did
and integrity tbat exists among| Abraham. The Apostle Paul says,
men. Itis true there is very little|in his epistle to the Galatians, “‘that
comparatively, but for the amount | God foreseeing that he would justify
there is they are indebted to God | the heathen through faith, preached
Just as much as we are. The Apos- | before the Gospel unto Abraham,
tle Paul, on a certain occasion, said | eaying, in thee shall all nations. be
that God had pot left himself with- | blessed.” The Israelites bhad the

Abraham. And when Israel was
in Egypt who delivered them?

| and distinet from that, and that is

out witness This is a general prin- | Gospel preached to them in the
ciple that exists everywhere and | wilderness; “but, as the Apostle
among all mankind. Butthere is|says in speaking of them, *‘The
another principle which is separate | word preached did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in them
the prineiple t:hntbriuga men into | that heard it.” Rut Moses did lead
closer communion With the Al-|some of them into the presence of
mighty., 'And what is -that? It is| God—those who were prepared to
the Spirit of the Lord in a more | receive it; the others, when they
eminent degree. and is called in the | heard the thubhders and saw tke
SBeriptures the Holy Ghest. How | lightning and heard the voice of
do men obtain that? Through a|Ged, they said unto Moses, ‘““Bpeak

of every Kind of theory in relation
to these matters,  But what does it

much as we please, but unless we
receive some communicaltion from
the beings poseessing intelligence

amount to? We may theorize as|baptism administered by proper au-

superior to anything mortal, that
are assoclated with these vast crea-

ing concerning the future and many
things of the present and past,
Some of our peets in rather beauti-
ful metaphbor point us to some place

space,” where we are to look for-
ward to a heavenly
Saint’s secure abode. There is
something very pleasingabout such
reflections, but at the same time
there is something very foolish, I
do not know how er upon wbat
prineiple we are to get beyond the
bounds of time and space;. it i3 be-
yond my comprehension, and I
very much question whetbher the

arises, who placed those principles

her<? Who organized this earth|{I know he could not, We sing|the earth, and of their position ss

tions and know something of their | Gospel has generally been associated
origin and object, what ecan we |therewith; it is a part and pareel of
Enew? We need commupication | the great programme., There isa|them, and the Gospel was taken
with and revelation from God en- | very foolish idea prevailing
lightning us thereon, or we sghall | world, that there was nosuch thing
still be in the dark and know noth- | as the Gospel until Jesus®came,

““beyond the bounds of time and | broug

place, the|the Gospel?”

| & knowledge

person who wrote it counld; in faet,

cortain medium that God has ap-|thou unto us and we will hear; but
pointed, viz., by faith, repentance, | let not God speak with us, lest we
die;” we are not prepared for this
glory, for this kind of manifesta-
tion which has. been given unto us,

Well, they were foolish; they de-
parted from eorrect principles, they
violated the laws of God and there-
fore incurred his displeasure, and
his Spirit was  withdrawn from

thority, and laying on of hands for
the gift of the Holy Ghost, Now
the Lord has had his ““witness”upon
the earth in different azes of time.
When he bas had this witness the |

T

nent men of God, came in the |

ness of times to do the work wh
the Lord had appointed unto §

being called of God and taughi
God; snd belng thus ‘taught.

scienlist, or all the w

saved
shall

poscessed an intelligence seco
none on the earth. He mmﬁ:

principles that no philosipher,

isdom of g
world combined was capableofgds
veloping; neither was it pu
for anybody to bring to lgit ey

rinciples, unless through the .

ations of Ged—prinegiples
principles of intelligence, prins
ples whieh affect -men in fimeiy
in eternity; principles which afy
the world in which we live; priy
ples which aflect thousands g
myriads that bave lived bel
principles of salvation that exh
to all nations and all peoples
or dead, pertaining to time a
taining to eternity.

In what manner were {hese
ciples to be made known!
were men to get acqusainted wit
these things? By being broug
into communion with the Lat
And how was this to be done? Ji
sue, when upon the earth, ordsipe
and set apart others and told then
o go inte all the world and presch
the Gospel. What Gospel? Thal
Gospel that brings life and immeor-
tality to light; that Gospel that
brings men into communicstio
with their Maker; that Gospel ths
will show us who we are and wh
we are, and why we are here,
the object of our existence, &
what lies before us. Jesus said
his disciples in his day, ““Goyelt
all the world, and preach the G
pel to every creature, He that
lieveth and is baptized shall b
+ but he that believe
ba damned. And thesesig

&

shall follow them that. beliere i

And furthermore, whatever | the promises made to their father | they shall take up se

|

—_—
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my nams shall they
they shall

cast out devik
speak with new tong
they drink any daadl;pmh; |
not hurt themj theyshallls
on the gick arnd they shall
And lo,1 am with you alwsys s
unto the end of the world,”
he with them? Yes, How
they preach? They called
the people to repent and be bapth
for the remiszion of their ging |}
did? Men authorized of Goll
commissioned of him, and o
somebody else, - And what ¥
If they did this, they shou
ceive the Holy Ghost. Ands
should that da for them? It#
take of the things of God and!
them. unto them; it should
life and immortality to light
should place them in commul
tion with the Lord; it sheuld
ble them to comprehend prine
that no man could comprebt
noreverjought to comprehend,¥v
out the Spirit; it should brin
theirremembrance things that ¥
past; it should lead them inte
truth, and it sbould show {
things to come. Was it so? |

5

| Did they have that Spirit? I

The spirit of prophecy? Yes '
spirit of revelation? Yes,
they have the ministry of an
Yes. Was the vicion of ali #
open to their mind? Yes 1
comprehended the manifestsl
of God until the winding up
and until the dead small and §
shall stand before God, and @

in the | from them and they were left un-

It

this earth sball not only bé

der a lJaw of carnal ecommandments, | deemed but become celestiall
and the Jaw was given them as a|and celestial beings inhabif

is the greatest folly in creation. No|echoolmaster, we are told, until| They understood these things!

Gospel until Jesus introduced it!|Christ came. And what did Christ
Say you, ‘Do not the Beriptures |do? He restored the fulness of the
say that life and immortality are|Gospel that they had forfeited, be-

ht about through the Gospel?”’ | causs of their former transgressions,
Yes. ‘‘Anddid not Jesusintroduce
Yes, ‘“Well, then,
if he came and Introduced the Gos-
pel, why do you say that they had

made to Abraham,which was thatin
him and in hisseed all the families
of tbhe earth should be blessed.

What next? We go to the promise | have. Have the Elders been o

Moses, as I have said was of his
seed, and he was the deliverer of
the whole of that nation.

the Gospel before?” They always
had the Gospel whenever men had
of God. Itisthe Gos-
pel thut brings life and immortality
to light; it is the Gospel that places
man in & position to gbtain a just
knowledge of God and of the eterni-

among ancient Israel? They were
descendants of Abraham; and to
them came the word of Godaund the

And who | among the different nations of '
were the prophets that existed |earth? You have.: Have you*

ties to come, of their position on |light of revelation. Who was Je-

]Eui? After the flesh of t

he seed of [ meny of it.. It is the self-ss*

prophesied and wrote about ti
(s it so with our Gospel? Preg#
the same. Have we had @
things communicated to us?

upon to go forth to the gation
the earth to call upon peoplefo®
pent and be baptised as in 0¥
timee? They bave. Havem®
you heard this Gospel

ceived it? . Have you obeyel!
Yes. Did you receive -tha-!
Ghost accompanying it? Yoo ®
and you know and can bear

-



