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editorials
WHOSE OX IS GORED NOW

TIM now prohibition law in kansas
it is said forbids the use of winewinowin

1 inin
thetho sacrament of the lords supper
punishing the minister whowilo offers
it to thetho communicant with two
years imprisonmentimprison mien t in the peniten-
tiary and clodinclosing9 thetilo churchchurch wherehere
it is used as a public nuiDuinuisancesance at
least this is thetho interpretation of the
lawjaw as rendered by rev dr beatty
rectorrecto of the episcopal church at
lawrenceIiawrence Xkansasansas

the minister who thus under-
stands the statute announces his in-
tention to disregard and resist it he
recently administered the sacrament
according to the rites ofor his church
and in doing so said

we ire willing to render unto
caesar ththee things which arvaro caesaracaesarsCaeCresars
but we will still give to god the
things that are hisbis I1 say as did
peter judgesludge ye whether we should
0bexbeyeraefraeh rather than god of one
thing you may be assured we shall
nevenneverrievel recognize for a moment the
attempts of human legislation to de-
stroy the great sacrament of the
christian church

it is probable that mr beatty
may have strained his interinterpretationrotation
of the law beyond Inintendedtendes limits
this we cannat decide upon not
havinhaving the text of the law but
his viewviaw seems to bobe entertained by
others and trouble is predicted in a
conflict between the church and
the state the new york tribune
remarks

it is probable that the Rrevbevev dr
beattybeattysBeattyafactionaction will be imitatedinstated by
other clergymen and the result Is
hard to predict it will be argued
that the state cannot permit the
prohibition law to be openly violat-
ed by clergymen without arousing a
storm of opposition from those to
whom its enforcement is a pecuniary
loss bindbandand on the other handban that to
consign the rev dr beatty to
prison and close his church as a
nuisance would place sharp weapons
in the hands of those who want to
see the new law hewn down root and
branch

we notice that the reverend de
fyer of the law is applauded in his
course by his ecclesiastical confrerescontrerescon freres
and by such papers as the christian
union how is this the latterday saints are expected to conform
to secular law when it impinges upon
their religious institutions and are
berated by the ministers of the or-
thodox churches for placing religion
above law it is a poor rule that
only works one way if the state
has the rinightrightht to interfere with one

establishmentent of relirellreligionglongion why
not with another why should not
law for the 11 mormonscormonsMormonsonsbebe law for
the episcopaliansEpiscopal ians using the
same argument as our chris-
tian friends have applied to
us we might say you
ans may believe that wine should be
used in the sacrament but you must
not administer it in kansas for that
is against the law religious baziel
is free but overt acts can be restrict-
eded and punished by the state
what is sauce for a mormon re-
ligious0 ceremony is sauce for an
episcopal religious1 ceremony ifnot why not

marriage is just as much a sacra-
ment of the mormon church as
the lords supper is of the episco
ralsal the ordinance of matrimony

as been heldheid as a religious rite
from time immemorial before the
dawn of the christian era it had
been held as a religious institution
for many centuries since thattime it liashas been continued as a sac-

k and bashas been BOso heldby the catholic church co
equal with the sacrament of theeucharist if the secular law can
restrain or suppress one it can re-
strain or suppress the other

it may be objected that the cath-olic church does not solemnize plu-
ral marriagamarriageses very true luttut thatdoes not affect the question piuplu
ral marriages were solemnized
by religious rites before the catholic
church had an existence and even
ifir they never were before the organ-
ization of the church of jesus christof latter day saints it would not
affect the argument a particle ifthe sacrament of mirrlmarriageage is a reli-
gious ordinance the question of its
administration and extent is a reli-
gious mattersmatter to be settled syay each
ecclesiastical organization for itselfand may be a subject of controversy
between sects or theologians butisbubb s
not rightfully a matter for the con

troi of a government restricted
its constitution from
with an establishment of religion
and barred fromfroin prohibiting
free exercise thereof

cwill be contended by some that
marriage has nothing to do with re-
ligion if their positioniosilosi tion is good
others may contend with eequaltrual ppro-
priety

yo
that drinking a iilittlet e winewinebrietyliasilasla nothing to do wifth reilrollreligionglongion let

other people have the right to decide
what is or is not a avysmansails religion
and vveryversry soon there would be none
at all in ththee world Almarriagearriage has a
great deal to do with the
religion of the latter day
saints itisit is in their view or-
dained of god this wawas the de-
clarationcl of ancient prophets and
apostles rhetherho ceremony of mar-
riage is with us purely religious
the whole matter of matrimony is a
holy and sacred altairaffair under divine
direction ifit is established by vir-
tue of revelation from god solemn
oedzed by those holding divine
authority and regulated as granan
establishment of religion J every
argument that can be adduced to
I1 rove the sacrament of the lords
supper a matter of religion can be
brought forward with equal nay
stronger application to prove that
inmarriagearriage inin all its bearings is also a
matter of rellrelireligion0 lonion

and here we repeat the warning
which we gave to the various sects
when the antiantantireligiousreligious deedeedec siosionsiouu of
the supreme court of tiiethe united
states was delivered much to the
satisfaction of those societies the
same rule and reasoning which give
authorityau thorl ty to ruppsuppressnassrags by law one re-
ligious institution because it is un-
popular can be used against auy
other on the same principle if re-
ligious liberty under the constitu-
tion only extends to matters of faith
and not to actions prompted by
that faith then the sacrament
of the lords supper may ielie
suppressed so may baptism so may
circumcision so maymaypuyany religious
ceremony that happens to come un-
der thebanthe ban of a people gre wing in
a disregardsegarddisemard not to say contempt for
religious observance and in disbe-
lief of any actual divine interfer-
ence in humanbuman affairsairs

we now have the right to say to
Christchristianlanian ministers who clamor

for the enforceenforcementmen t of the law
againstagainst mormon pluraloural marriamarrismarriage90
and who go so far inin their zeal for
the law that they advocate the dis-
franchisement and even thetiie exter-
minationmination of all who prefer their re-
ligion to a law enacted against it
ladies and gentlemen sustain the
kansas law and call for the impri-
sonment of eversetersekeveryekeryeryers clergyman in the
state who administers wine in the
sacrament and the closing of all
churchesthurches where wine drinking is18

part of the services for the lavlaw
must be observed you know and
this idea of obeying god rather
than man is nothing but rank

mormonism and must not be
allowed to have weight for a mo-
ment take this course antiantmormon priests and people
or else put your handsbands on your
mouths when you next want to cry
out against our revival of the an
clent order of divine marrimarriageaoeace

Nnowsowow let it be understood that we
latter day saints do not concede
the right of the state of kansas to
interfere in thefhe administration of
wine in the ceremonies of the epis-
copal church we do not use wine
ourselves in the sacrament but we
accord to others the full liberty to do
so and so far as we have the power
will contend for the episcopal right
to its use as much as for the mor-
mon right to abstain we believebelleve
in the right of all religious societies
and individuals to worship and obey
god their god or gods in their
awn way so long as they ddowiotnot in-
fringe upon the rights of otherswe believe that any departure from
this principle iais contrary to the con
titution of our country and danger-
ous to the cause of religious freedom
and though professing christians
will join with the irreligious in an

to suppress an essential part
of our religious system we win not
join in any attempt to interfere
with theirtheirss but on the contrary will
be found all thetha time on the side of
thetho fullest liberty civil and religiousreligion3

that is compatible with the common
righightsrightsgats of humhumanityanity

A disgraceful exhibition
timTHE deadlockdead lock in the united stastatestes
senate is a disgrace joto theje country
Tit is caused by affia q ulitil motives
and reflects darkly upon men rmak-
ing

mak-
inin9 such great professions of patriot

ism instead of proceeding to the
transaction of the business which
required their extra attendance at
washington they have been jang-
ling over place contending for office
for favorites and placing party con-
sideration above the welfare
of the nation they have also de-
scended to the plane of the dema-
gogue and wasted the peoplespeopled time
in personalpersonaI1 reflectionsreflection4 upon each
other in fuming threatening at-
tacking and defending pravate char-
acter and blocking the way to the
consideration of any measure of pub
lie benefit

the united states senate hashns
been generally considered one ofor
the most sedate and properly
conducted political assemblies
in the world the house of
representatives being the popular
branch of congress haslias been accord-
ed a little more license and the
same degree of deportment has not
been expected as of the more dagni
fiel I chamber but the scenes
of the past two or three weeks have
brought the senate down from its
height of reverence in the public
mind and have exhibited it in a
very degrading light before the
whole civilized world we regret
exceedingly that a bobodyjy from whomwh om
so much is reasonably expected has
shown itself so little deserving of the
peoples respect

THE LAST OFop THE ohpTHREEEE
WITNESSES

WHEN the book of mormon was
translated by the gift and power of
god the divine promise was made
to joseph smith the prophet that
three witnesses should be permitted
to seew thethu plates and receive a mani-
festationfestation I1fromrom god concerning the
record that they might be ableabie to
bear testimony concerning this work
coallto allail nations this bromle was
fulfilled and oliver COVCowdery David
WhitVhatmmerander a d martin harris were
the

I1
persons chosen to receive this

revelationre their testimony as pub-
lished to the world and translated
into differenterent languagest is as fol-
lows

be it known unto all nations
kindreds tongues and people unto
whom this work shall come that
we through the grace of god thefateatfathereatherher and our lord jesus christ
have seen the platesplatea which contain
this record which I1is9 a record of the
people of nephi nudaud also of the
Lama their brethren and also
of the people of jared who camelcame
fromfrow uhethe tower of which hathbath been
spoken and we also know that they
have beenwen translated by the gift and
power of god for his voicevolee hathbath de-
clared ibit unto us wherefore we
know of a surety diatthat the work isis
true and we also bestiftestifyy that we
have seen the engravings which are
upon the plates and they have been
shown unto us by the the power ofgod and not of man and we deidelde i

earedare with words of soberness that
an angel of god came down from
heaven andrand he brought and laid be-
fore our eyes that we beheldbehold and
saw the plates and the engravings
thereon and we know that it is by
the grace of god the father and
our lord jesus christ that wowe be-
held and bear record that these
things are true and it is marvelous
in our eyes nevertheless the voice
of the lord commanded us that we
should bear record of it wherefore to
be obedient unto the command-
ments of god we bear testimony of
these things and we know that if
we are faithful in christ we shall
rid burbun garments of the blood of all
men and be found spotless before
the judgmentjud ment seat of christ and
shall dwell with him eternally
in the heavens and the honor be
to the father and to the son and
to the holy ghost which iais one
god amen

OLIVEROLIVES COWDERY
DAVID
MARTIN HARRIS

in the history of joseph smith an
account of the circumstances and
manner of this manifestation is
given and this has been
corrocorroborated0rated many times by
each of the witnesses to the
effect that in answer to their
prayersnoremore an angel of god appeared
before them and turned over theplates leaf by leaf so that they saw
the hieroglyphics there inscribed
andund the voice of god spoke to them
from the heavens bearing testimo-
ny that the record was correctly
translated at first they received
no answer to their prprayersavers and
martinrtin harris withdrew himself
froin the circle on hhisis departurethe
manifestation was received by jo-
seph smith oliver cowdery and

david WhItmerwhitmen the prophet then
went to where martin harris was
praying alone and joined with him
in supplication to god and the vi-
sion was repeated to martin harris
perfect satisfaction and great joy

these three persons after some
years membership in the church
were severally excommunicated for
disaffection or transgression their
disconnection with the church has
been cited as evidence against the
bookoffbook of mormon to us it is very
strong proof in its favor if there
had been any collusion be-
tween joseph smith and them
lie would not have dared
totowwithdraw fellowship from them
for fear of exposure and after
they were cut offoil from the church
their testimony concerning the
book of mormon and this divine
manifestation to them remained
the same it never wavered never
changed among friends or among
foes they maintained their integ-
rity so far as this was concerned
and nothing could induce them toto
retract a syllable

oliver cowdery returned repent-
ant to the fold again lifted up his
voice in defence of the truth and
died still testifying to the divinity otof
the book of mormon and the wit-
ness hohe had received at this timetim
the church was in the midst of dif-
ficulties having been driven from
civilization and not having yet es-
tablishedtabidished itself in the midst of the
mountains martin harris rejoinedjoinedre
the church and came to utahuth
where before his decease he also
lifted up his voice in many jlplacesaces
clinging to his original testimony
david whitmer is13 still living I1 and
so far as we can learn has never
faltered nor been shaken in his at
testations of the same facts he is
not connected with the chuichchurch
does not endorse the doctrine ofriuplu-
ral marriage nor some other princi-
ples introduced by the prophet
joseph under divine commands
but has repeatedly testified to the
angelic vision as at first up to a weiveivery
recent date

A copy of the riehmondrichmond conser-
vator of march 25 has been handed
to us by brother hamuel Rbussellrussellelleil
who is acquainted with david whit
mermerandand with the persons whose
names are given belowbeloiV tt contains
a statement by the last of the throe
witnesses which will be interestinginteinteresting
to our readers and we reproduce I1it
with the exception of some para-
graphs not directly bearing on the
subject of the manifestmanifestationatton and
which contain remarks thatthat we
have not the space now to discuss
following is the Ignotice
unto ahall nations kindred tongues

and people unto whom these pres-
ents ahallshall conecome

it having been represented by one
johnsohn murphy of polo caldwell
county missouri that I1 in a con-
versation with him lastjast summer i

denied my testimony as one of ththee
three witnesses to the book of
mormon

to the end therefore that hebe
may understand me now if he did
riotnot then and that the world may
know the truth I1 wish now stand-
ing as it were in the very sunset of
life and in the fear of god once for
all to make this public statstatementement

that I1 have never at any time
denied that testimony or any part
thereof which has so long since
been published with that book as
one of the three witnesses those
who know ine best well know that
I1 have always adhered to that
mony and that no mmminm m may be
misled or doubt my present views in
regard to the same I1 do again affirm
the truth of all my statements asiaai
then made and published

he that hathbath an ear to hear let
him hear it was no delusion what
is written is written and he that
readeth let him understand

andand if any man doubt should he
not carefully and honestly readeadr and
understand the same before presum-
ing

m
to sit condeecondemn-

ing
n

the light which chineth in dark
ness and the way of eter-
nal life as pointed out by the uner
ring hand of god

in the spirit of christ who hathbath
said follow thou me for I1 irnurnamtin the
life the light and the way I1 sub-
mit this statement to the world
god in whom I1 trust being my
judge as to the sincerity of my mo-
tives and the faith andancl hope that is
in me of eternal life

my sincere desire is that the world
may be benefited by this plain and
simple statement of thetho truth

and all the honor to the father
the son and the holy ghost which
is our god amen

DAVID SRsp

richmond mo march
we the undersignedundersignerundersigned citizens of

richmond raybay county moISTO where
david whitmer sr hasbaa resided
since the year AADD 1838 certify
that we have been long and int

acquainted with him alliand
know him to be a man of the high
est integrity and of undoubted
truth andfind veracity

given at richmond mo tha
march 10 AD 1881

A W Donldonidoniphanphan
geo W dunn judge of the fifth

judicial circuit
T D woodson president of rayeay

co savings bank
J T child editor of conservatorconserva
H C gamergarner cashier of ray coA

savings bank
W AHoimanolman county treasurer
J 8 hughes banker rich

mond
james hughes banker rich-

mond
D P whitmer attorney at lanian
tasjastag W black attorney at laarjj 0 cantwell pos mastermasten rick

mond 0

geogoo I1 wasson mayor
james A davislavisdavis county collec-

tor
0 J hughes probate judge and

presidingno justice of ray county
court

geogoo W trigg county clerk
W W mosby 11 D
thosthoa mcginnis ex sheriff ray

county
J P merchant
WV R holman furniture merch-

ant
lewislowis slaughter recorder of

deedsgeogoo AV buchanan ildMDIID
A K reyburn
the conservator makes the fo-

llowing editorial comments paon the
notice Y

elsewhere we publish a letter
from daviddavjd whitmer sr anoa
and well known citizen of rarayy
as wewellweliI1 as anan endorsement of
his standing as a man signed by a
nnumberumber of the leading citizens of
this community in reply to some
unwarranted aspersions made upon
him

there is no doubt that mr whit
mer who was one of the three witvitwitwll
nesses 0off the authenticity of the
gold platesI1 altegtes from which he asserts
that yoejoe smith Arantranslatedelatedslated ththee bookboot
of mormon a fac simile of fhethe
characters behe now has in his posse-
ssion with the original records jf

firmly convinced of its divine oyoorigin
and while hebe makes no efforts
trude his views orbr beliefs he simp
wants ththe world to know that so fai
as he is concerned there is no vari-
ableness

I1

or shadow of turning I1

having resided here forfornearnear a half
ofaof a centuryit is with no little pride
that he points to his past record with
the consciousness that he bashas done
nothing cerogaderogatory to0 his character
as a citizen and a believer in the son
of mary to warrant such an attack
on him come from what source it I1

mayjaridand now with the lilies of
seventy nivefive winters crowning him
like an aureole and his pilgrimage on
earth well nigh endedendea ne reiterates
his formerfornier statements and will leave
futurity to solve the problem that
he was but a passing witness of its
fulfillment

these testimonies to the chandercharacter
of david Whitwhitmermers strengthen ti t
record that be bearsbeara of the book
which is jaA stumbling toio this
generation and a joy to the humble
seeker after divine truth it will
be remembered that apostle orson
Pratpratt andtand joseph PF smith visited
the aged witness to the book of
mormon while on their latest mis-
sion to the eastesst and again i
his testimony theirtheir account of the
visit and conversation being given
to the public on their return
throughfth the DESERET NEWSnewa

we are pleased to glyegive place to
mr Whitmers vindication and
honor him for his fidelity to the
truth while we regret his blindness
to the further manifestations of the
power of god and revelations of light
and knowledge for the mlsalvation of
mankind the book of mormon is
a divine work and the testimony of
the three witnesses will assuredly
confront the people who reject it
when they stand before the bar of
eternal judgment

RESIDENCE AND naturali-
zation

ONE of the requirements of the law
for the naturalization of allensaliens in
thishist countrycountrY is that they must makemale
it appeappearar itomothethe patissatisfactionfaction of the
court admitting them to citizenship


