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SIXTY-NINTH  SEMI-ANNUAL  GONFERENCE.

The Sixty-ninth Semi-Annual Con-
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day $Salmts commenced In
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10
a. m. on Thursday, Oct. 6, 1898, Presi-
dent J.orenzo Spow npresiding.

Of the general authoritles present on
the stand there were of the First
Presldency—Lorenzo Snow, QGeorge
Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of
the quorum of the Twelve Apostles—

Franklin D. Richards, Brigham
Young, Franeis M. Lyman,
John Henry Smith, George Teasdale,

Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Mar-
riner W. Merrill, Apthon H. Lund,
Matthias F. Cowley wund Abraham
Owen Woodruff; Patriarch John Smith;
of the Flrst Seven Presidents of Sev-

enties—Seymour B. Young, B. H.
Roberts, George Reynolds and Jona-
than G. Kimball; of the Presiding

Blskopric—Wllllam B. Preston, Robent
T. Burton and John R. Winder.
Conference was called to order by
President George Q. Cannon.
The cholr and congreation sang the
hymn which begins:
Redeemer of Israel,
Our only delight,
On whom for a blessing we call;
Our shadow by day,
And our piliar by night,
our King, our Deliverer, our all.
Opening prayer by Elder John Nich-
olson.
The hymn whieh begins as follows
was sung by the choir:
Zjon stands wlth hills surrounded—
Zion, kept by power divine;
All her foes shall be econfounded,
Though the world In arms combine:
Happy Zion,
What a favored lot s thine.

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW

to the numerous appilcations for finan-
cial afid which were constantly belng
made.

ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY,
of the council of the Apostles, was the
next speaker. He stated that the ob-
ject of conferences of the Church was
the strengthening of the people in theijr
faith and thelr encoursgement in the
performance of their duties. Living
in striet accordance wlth their cove-
pants would give to the Salnts a testi-
mony tha't they were accepted of God.
It one was not performing his whole
duty and was not chided by the Holy
CGhost he was in a dangerous condi-
tion, having deadened the spirit with-
in him.

Elder Cowley referred to & Visit of
the departed Presldent TYoung,

to|!lp the

Prayer by Elder George C. Parkin.

som. i
Singing: |

All haill the glorious day,

By Prophets long foretold,

‘When. with harmonlous lay,

The sheep of Israel's foid

On Zion's hill His pralse proclaim,

And shout hosanna to His name.

ELDER ANTHON H. LUND,

of the guorum of Apostles, was the

first gpeaker. He said In substance:

He had been absent from home at the

last Conference, laboring In the Orlent,

where he had interesting experlences.

The Salnts in the Turkish emplre had*

been for a time without a full organiza-

tion, until he and Elder Hintze were

sent there. The Saints there rejolced

Gospel! and enjoyed its Spirit,

President Woodruff and his admoni-]belng well grounded in its principles,

tion to him to tell the people to zet the
Spirit of God. and keep it. This In-
junction though apparently common-
place, was a message worthy to be de-
livered by a departed Prophet to a v-
ing one. for it was the keynote of the
iife of every son and daughter of God.

considering their isoiated condltion.
They were also under the disadvantags
of not hawving the Church works trans-
lated into their langiage vet the Spirit,
of the Lord was Ie[:iﬁillng them into all
truth. HElder Lund and his companions
had the pleasure of baptizing and con-

It was all the more necessary because | firming a number and making the or-

fact that the bellef generally
giev'tlrifed in the earth that thls Spirit
was not to be glven to men in thils day.
But the message of the Elders prom-
Islng the bertowal off thls
Spirit. fell upon prepared ears, and
found falthful ones ready to accept and
enjoy ‘'the promise. This promise and
the organization through which 'lt. was
glven, was deslgned 4o be perpe{u_'al,
and through perfection of organization
Interrupthon of the line of authority
a8 avolded. Men were called as much
by the spirit of revelation in dhis day,
as in any dlspensaation of the past,
whether in the days ot Moses, of \the
Apostles or any wther era of the Gospel
light. In the days of Moses, many of
the people were unprepared to recelve

spoke upon the object of the people In|and obey the higher laws of the Goa-

coming together In  Conference, and
their duty, in assemblng, to enter into
communion with God, and to Improve
and perfect themselves In the prinel-

ples of truth. The need of supernatural! ceasor, Joshua.

guidance In their pecullar labors and
difficultles, was spoken of, as also the
love which God is always willlng to
show to His children, as jlustrated in
the ministration of Jesus, after His
resurrectfon, to the splrita of the ante-
deluvians. The great blessings prom-
|sed to the Saints were spoken of and
they were urged not to do anything by
which these blessings would be for-
felted.

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON
addressed the eonference, “He said
that the last slx months had not heen
characterized by many conspleuous
changes, excepting the loss of our be-
loved President. He then spoke of the
sltuation of the misslonary field
abroad, In which satisfaetory advance-
ment was belng made In all the eoun-
tries in which the Elders were labor-
ing. The speaker made reference to
the gratifying results of greater care
being taken in the sdlection of repre-
sentative Latter-day Salnts, both male
and female, for the work of the min-
istry. The improvement in the elrcum-
stances of the 8Salnts, speaklng gener-
ally, over the situation. in thalt regard,
which prevailed a year ago was &
cause for thankfulness. The necessity
of all the people being emploved re-
celved due attention, and Presaldent
Cannon polnted out methods by the
applicatlon of which this eould be ac-
complished. A portion of the discourse
was devoted to showing what could be
done in materlal matters by exerciging
falth, coupled with the exerelze of in-
dfvidual energy. There wa® an Ine-
creasing dispositlon to appeal for help
in times of diffculty, to the Chureh,
which was wrong. It was not possi-
blg for the trustee-In-trlist to respond

| pel, and

lower commandments, tem-
thelr nature, were glven them.
falth which was manifested
wag exemplified by %his sue-
The lesser Priesthood
was retalned In Israel until Christ
came and reslored the fullpess of the
Guapel. The organization and power
of the Prlesthood were Testored in our
day, and men had been called to posl-
tloma of trust and Tesponsibility by
revelaston, as well ag in timed past

Referring to the princlple of faith,
BElder Cowley commerded the state-
ment of Nephl that God gave no com-
mandments without preparing tthe way
for keeping. them. By trust in God and
prayer to him, true education and
preparation for all duties of life, could
be obtalned by every man. This at-
talnment would alssc be assisted
by the falthful performance of
all the duties of lite, not
merely <¢helr partlal performance.
Thoroughness in all these matters
wonld result in a greater outpouring
of the splrit of testimony upon the peo-
ple. No man who studied and kept the
lawa of the Gospel ever wearied In the

poral in
The same
by Muoses,

work. This was one of the greaiest
evidences of the 'truth of "“Mormon-
{sm.”

The choir sang,
We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.

Benedietion by Patriarch  John
Bmlth.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The hymn whlech beglns as follows
was sung by the choir and congrega-
tion:

Now let us rejolce in the day of salva-
tion;

No longer as strangers on ear'th need

We roam, :
Good tidings are sounding to us and
each natlon, '

And shortly the hour of redemptlon

will come, .

1

ganization of branches, ete.,, more com-
plete. Even the efforts of the adver-
saries of the work, numbers of differ-
ent Christian churches, had resuited In
arousing a spirit of inquiry. The offi-
cers of the government were fair to
the Etders and Salnts allowing a meas-
urable degree of freedom In religlous
worship. Not so much freedom was al-
lowed, however, to Mahometans, who
were held strictly to the established
rellgion. When disturbance was made
by the enemies of the truth, it was
thought wisdom not to appeal to the
government and run the risk of arous-
ing the old bitterness between the
Turks and the Christians. But the
persecutlon amounted to but little.

Much of the blood of Israel was
sprinkled among the Armenians, and
the frults of the Spirit were manifest
very frequently among the Saints. !

A gathering place for the Salnts was
sgught out by t¢he Elders on thelr
vieit. Referring to the propheey of
Moses regarding the scattering of
Israel and the curse pronounced uUpon
the land, the speaker stated, that the
prophecy had been strikingly fulfilled.
But Elder Orson Hyde had been sent
to Palestine to dedicate ¢t for the
gathering of the Jews, and sinee that
4ime a strong sentihinent of gathering
had arlsen among the Jews, and a de-
sire to ®ecome wun Independeni na-
tion and to own the iand given to thelr
fathers. In one place 15,060 had settled
since 1896, and notwithstanding the op-
position of the sultan, the “Zionlst
movement” was rapldly advanpelng. It
was one of the slgns of the times.

A colony of Americans wag met In
Jerusplem, who had gone there under
the impression that Christ would soon
come, and they desired to live there
when He should come to Mount
Olivet. They had all things In common
and did murch good to the poor. They
pointed out the fact that Jerusalem
was being bullt on the lines 1ald out in
the prophecy of Zecharlah, though
without any previous design.

Before the Saints could gather {0 the
place selected. It would be necessary
for thelr faith to be strengthened, pre-
paratory ta the eatablishment of a
Zion on the eastern econtinent. No
power on earth couid prevent thls
constrmmatlon.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL.
of the quorum of the Apostles, was the
next speaker. His remarks were sub-
stantially as follows: Ajl had an ob-
ject In view in comlng to Conference,
Probably a majority present were
from distant parts. We were here to
be instructed and to listen to the
|pirit of the Lord. We were here to
be refreshed. It was a good time to



