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thimTHE north american review for
february contains an article from the
pen of sir edwin arnold it is en-
titled the duty and destiny of eng-
land in india it tois deeply interest-
ing for several reasons the high liter
ary standing of the author the im-
portant character of the subject and
the ability of the writer to handle the
subject from a well informed stand

he has long been associated
with the part of the british empire
on which he treats and is therefore
familiar with india and all questions
bearing uponupon it

the article is lengthy and it tois not
our purpose to elaborately review it
but to specially refer to and exhibit the
views of the gifted writer in relation to
one feature of the subject the effects
that would ensue if russia should be
guesuccessfulestul in wresting india from the
grasp of great britain in the pursuit
of this object we cannot do better than
introduce the folfollowinglowin g quotas on

1aiI have read during the recent talk
about india in connection with the tem-
porary trouble in the articles in
american papers lightly and carelessly

but of course t leverly penned as if
it were an indifferent matter to civiliza-
tion generallygenerallyt and to americans in par-
ticularti whether russia should ever
seriously challenge the british possession
in india and perhaps even some day suc-
ceed in ousting us from the peninsula
in reality such an event could it befall
would prove the direst occurrence for
litmanhuman progress and indirectly for the
united statesStates themselves sincealnee the over-
throw of tiethe roman empire by the
barbarians it would be the tri-
umphum nh of the slav over the saxon
anYand would set back the development of
astaaada and the advancement of the human
race senegenerallyrally at least a thousand years
I1 can imagine some of the clever young
newspaper men whom I1 have been
evereverywherewhore flgladad to meet responding in
familiartar localocal phrase to t hip well I1 but
itft would not be owrour funeralsfunerall in this re-
specta jt they would find out their mistake
flif theyey should live long enough the
lowides of india to england would mean the
break ingup and decayclemy of our ancient
empire the eventual spread of slavonic
and mongolian hordes all over the va-
cant places and open markets of
the world the worlds peace gone
again as in days of the march
of wescienceslences artsartar reftreligionsions arrested as
when omar burneldburned the alexandrian
lAblibrary and history once more put back
to0 the beginning of a new effort under
novel and gloomy auspices to effect that
which isin the perpetual object of its course
and its combinations the finar amalga-
mation of all the peoples of the globe
under one law and one common frithfaith
and culture

it would be difficult to imagine how
a more potential reason in favor of the
positionposidion that great britain is entitled
totd the sympathy of the whole civilized
world inia her resloresistancetamee of the encroach
ments of russia to gain possession of
india could be embodied lain language
the result of the success of the designs
otof the muscovite empire in that great
pheme Isie reas perspicuously statedbated by

sir edwin so clear as to balmontalmostbalbet moet self
evident it would place incalculable
prestige aridand power in the hands of
semi barbarous races ttthat would
practically demolish the development
toward a higher civilization in every
part of the globe and the march otof
mankind toward total emancipation
from grinding despotism would be
turned back indefinitely

the writer of the paper
the raising of objections on the ground
of the methods by which great
britain acquired her indian posses-
sions and ingeniously forestalls them
by insisting that there must in rela
tion to such matters be some statute of0
limitations otherwise the whole
world would have to be remodellerremodelledled
from poledole to pole if not he con
tends it would not only be clive
warren hastings and dalhousie who
would be arraigned and condemned by
the bar of international equity but
the cl pilgrim father pedpeonn the
apostle and columbus himself

sir edwin then enters into a lengthy
explanation of the manner in which
england came into possession of I1ladiaad I1av

showing by facts of historyhilstory that it
was virtually forced upon her be
dwells upon the character
of the british administration I1 the
sacred nature of the charge committed
to the care of the empire the charac-
ter and condconditionkion of the natives and
then refers to the objects of russia in
her advances toward the seizure of that
part of the globe on this latter point
he says

if a country like russia challechallengesnges
this long and faithful protectorate it
certainly isin not and never has been upon
the pretencepredencepre tence that she could admiadministerVister
the country better or be more in
and useful sympathy with its people alt-
hough the muscovites have learned to
treat with policy and consideration
their vanquished mohammedan ra-
ces in Samaroand BokBokharabharah khivamerv KakashmarKashabgargar and elsewhere theythe are
not a tolerant ramrace an hashaa been onlyonly1 too
sadly shown by their conduct of late
towards the jews in fact russia makes
no affectation of political beneficence in
aapproachingproaching the gategatewaysays otor india sheobeysobeys two imperative impulses of na-
tional yearning and state necessity one
of them being pressing instinct
to get down from her toyicy isolation to the
sunshine and the sea the other the never
forgottenforgo iten mandate of peter the great not
to rest till constantinople isin possessed
so obvious is the force of thesetheme two mo-
tives that the patriotic and sagacious
turkish statesman fuad pasha was
wont to say were I1 a russian I1 would
shake the world down to gain stam-
boul it IV

the gifted writer has no fears of the
success of the muscovite designs and
on this part of hisbis theme thus
forcibly delivers himself

the invader who means earnestly to
dispute india with the british mustmast come
by different roads and in a less furtive
manner if ever russia has the winwill and
the power to knock in serious purpose at
the northern gates of india sheabe will come

by merv and herat and the great battle
outside the frontiers of hindustan willtake place at upon the river hel-
mund we must not lose that battle
and we shall not lose it for all india will
be watching at our backsbacks and we oweovive to
them as the first guarantee of our fit-
ness to be their rulers and protectors the
spectacle of our fearless and sufficing
might but if we lost itup we should be
far very far indeed from losing india
the command of the sea the guardian-
ship of egypt the possession of those im-
portant sea stations malta and gibraltar
bandand aden are what really give us power
to hold india against the world and
while we are masters of the sea india
will never be forced to change her
allegiance

THE EXECUTION OF

if those who have all along upheld
electrocution as a means of inflicting
the death penalty because of the claim
that it is more in accord with civilized
and enlightened methods will read
and carefully consider the details of
Moll vames taking off at sing sing
on monday last we doubt not their
conclusions to that end will undergo
revision

we all understand that for the pro-
tection of society by means of remov-
ing the dangerous classes and by the
example thus affordedsifforded lives and liber-
ty must at times be taken but the
authorization to do so which is found
primarily in holy writ and imme-
diately in the local law does not
either in express terms or by impli-
cation command or justify inhuman or
unusual practices to effect such ends
we can propproperlyefly go no further than
outcut oftoff a forfeit life and in doing so
assumemaume the full1111f limit of authority re-
posed in us to go further and add tor-
ture to the victim as well as repulsive-
ness to the spectacle isin at once to place
ourselves outside the law for want of
authority and justification such an
act does foreit turns backward the
wheel of progress and makismak s us oncionce
more appear asan if we partook of the
spirit of barbarism which actuated
man in his dealings with an enemy or
inan outlawbutla in the dark agee that Is10 we
seem to add to punishment revenge
and gratification of a morbidly vicious
appetite this tois not an evidence of
civilization as claimed but the tere
verse

the fact tois the age tois given to sonsen
sa to the encouragement of
r ovelty and the fostering of expert

sm this tois well enough per-
haps when confined to legitimate
channels but as bad asam can be when
aapplied to so profound and dangerous a
subject as the taking of human life by
the methods of law such occasions
should call for altall the conservatism in
our nature for the complete absence of
even the semblance of passionpaeslon and
above all freedom from juggling and


