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A BROAD THANKSGIVING.

Io most of American homes at lesst,
preparations are belng contemplated or
made, for the celebration of Thanas-
glving Dsy ip accordance wilh the
Presidential proclamution of the 4ih
iast,

A somewhat gimilar obeervanee
comes duwnto ue from Iwraelitish ap-
tiquity, and guite liksly this wasan
adaptation of some form of festlval
anfedatling hiatory, and j[erchaoce of
divine origin as was that Introduced
{oto eiaborate system of holy daye, holi-
daye, sabhaths apd feast deye insleted
gpon under what was called "“the law
of Moees.”

The Hurvest Home servioes of the
mother couutry nre equaily of im-
memorial origin, however modified hy
mwudern culture and poetized by in.
creased taste, yel a8 a religious celebra-
ti nthere are tracea of It In Pagar
history and sesociation with the old
mythologies whioh had their special
dulies to rule im and be responsible
for abundaoce of fruit, grain aod
fiowers.

Thereianodifficultyinennnectiog thie
with the first tamily of earth, for Calo
aod Abel (1o doubt following pareo-
tal exsmpi®) brought the *fArat fruits??
of their labor to the altar of the Lord
in recoznition of His blessing, and ae
the suthor of inorease und tbe nwner
of the Jand itself.

Duriog the Patriarchal era this fes-
fure wus not so prominent ae in the
dayn of their predegespors, il seemed
au If pasioral Jile was the method hy
which the sacred race while yet a
family, was kept in comparutive isp-
laijoo and loeally upattsched even
white io Evgpt, but when grown iotlo
a nation and the set tlme bad cowe for
agricoiture to be '‘tbe baeid of the
Mesajo pommouwealth,*” through the
law of luheritance evelry AN anug
family had a stake in the soll, wWhile
that acospted dictum that “the land is
mine,’* made recognitlon obligatory
tbrough *‘firstfraits, tither and ofer-
loge,?* apd so colored duwn to ourd y
thie Jiving fealure, which e recogoized
In part, or &t leaat in spirit, by the
chief muglstrate of Lhe prorperous re-
public.

‘The weil-to-do and the religiously
diaposed will follow omt 1he jetler ol
oftipial desire, and wiill no doubt “un
thas uay forego their ususl occupatious
acd Ju Lhelr accustumed places of wor-
ship, jolu in renuerlog thanks to the

glver of every good aud per-
teot gift; for the bounlecus re-
turoe that bave rewarded ou

fabors lu the fielus and o the huey
marte of trade; tor Lhe peace and xood
order Lhat hsve prevailed throughou:
the iapy; fof our proteclion [rom pestj-
lence snd dire ealsmlily, and for the
blergi: gr thal have Leen crhowered up-
on us from an open banaf’’

If tnie acknoWwledpement comes Irom
Lhe heart and finde expressioo ouly in
November, and uecauss of natloual or
local suthortlative pugpestion, 1t is In
line wiih right and religion, and there.
fure mignt be wsorupulously cheerved,
althouvgh the 0 pes mey he mailitugip-
oua where gratlivve wlil perchance
rejolce that ““‘thinges ufe no worse then
they are,’” raither Lhsn becsuse
they have (he eame reason which
Presldent Cleveland ceriuinly enjoye.*’

The peopie of Utah, or the *“*Mor-
mob*’ sectioo rather, have never dig-
nified a special day (save the 8abbaib)
oy religious service, it having heen
Impreseed upon them contiauously to
“apgknowledge the hund of the lord in
all thinge,”! supplementing thie senti-
ment by the divine assertion that ""He
(the Lord) te alepleased with uope?’
gave “‘those who fa1l” in this particular
ibiog.

However this opens up a phase of
Divine pbillosophy requiring more
apgurance «n0d faith than Is possessed
oy the world at large, which, while
recognizing the D.vine hand in pros-
perity, peace and pleuly, sees nol so
clearly the same bsand i things
which appear to take upon thum
‘‘questtonshle sbape,’’such as trial,dis-
appeointment, sfffiction or deslh, amnu
yet ull the master minds whoee [aith
Ay given recognitivn of the educa-
tional processee of life, have taken thie
view, '8hall we receive good at the
hande of the Lord, aod shall we
pot recelve evil??’ Bays one: “Can
there beevil in Lhe eity, and the Lord
hath oot dope 11??? says anotber. It
wae good for me that I waus sfHicteo,
bucause 1 wool astray, for now | have
kept thy word,”” cries out the Paalmist;
ull thie implies a clearer vision, s more
sublime taith, a grander conception of
divir e heneficence snd ruler than the
offerings of frult, wine, corn or ub-
leaveped bresu} it waw more lhan the
celevrstion of feasle, whelher of the
Passover or Pantecost, or of taberos-
oles, grand and »suggestive thoogh
these were, lor they were for tem poral
abundance, for the good things of the
earth, wbolie the apiritual resulie of
sorrow snd ghastisement were worklog
uut for the recipients “a Inf more ex.
ceeding aod eternal weight ot glory!”

Tithes were no doubt nr acceptable
from MNelohisedek to Abrabham ae fiest
fruitse were to the Propbet Eileha, or

feringe to the Churoh under the

meridian Jdispensatioo, a ter all it was
sald “a hrokeo and a oconlrite
heart, obh God, thou wilt ot

tespiee,” and the Prophets Dot infre-
quently lotimated that gifts, oblations
and fapt ofleriogs had to receive s
nigber sapction than tbat of formality
« more elevatiog Impulse tben that of
duly, or of oslentation so u8 Lo he seep
of meoD. 3

it would be a eerious error, however,
f while acceptiog this philosophy,
pen should fall of eflcrt, hecoms su-
pioe or iodiflereot, or yielding to a
fundamenotal princlpte, sllow jt to ran
u & lintless mewumoptlon of fatality, for
svme hiave thus Julled themsel es into
apathetic sleep, they have burled vigil-
abDt buman eflert vuder the dogma of
s false faith, which, while rec zniziog
anD overruiing hand, sileolly acqui-
esces in wroog, submitting without re-
moDslrance of resisiauce because “‘He
18 sble out of evil to bring forth good.”?

It jaalmost a libel oo our pleonty
and on o4 wisdom, lo have our Presi:
Jent suggest that appreciative gratl-
tude oan be well showo, by sdmiols-
tering to the poor and Deedy, proba.
bly it would have heeo foo much to
expeol of bim any euch measure of re-
form in thie age of trusts and specuia-
liop, as B return to thai siatesmapship
{or which suoh magnificent resources
have been provided in this favored
land, viz., th t patriotism should reet
upon the posseasinn of Ao Ioheritance,

and thal that should he inslienable be-
yond the year of jubllee, or 10 other
wordpe, **the Jand suounld not be eold
forever,” tenancy (o be uoder the
original owner—{(Fou; redemption snd
restoration being adequately provided
for according to the uistance from the
year of jubliee; with a gradual re-
storatllon of that order ot civil and
religlous liberty which was and is the
foundatlon of all jurieprudence and a
Jdedarture from Wwhioh atl the instiga.
tion of Geutileism or evil, has led the
whole world natray.

This living abidiog consclousnern of
Jivine soverigoty bae beep the sheel-
anchor of the Latter-day Safots, it hus
been their elay in all the vic ssituder of
their sirange experiences, through per-
sepution In ail ite formes, ig travel] and
trinf and desth; to them, falth and
assurancewas given, tbal eveotuslly
thelt cause wouli triumph, sand that
individusal loss would be fioally re.
muperative, by the fat of jualice and
the action of unerring law.

Thus thanksglviog 1s perennial in
their hearts, it needs no special day
set apart for ite manifestatlone, it must
necds be the essentlal fife of every ne-
llever, her.ce when striving, there ia
oalm; 10 defeat there is reconolitation;
in dealh the leguoy of toll and truet {u
left to thelr sucoessors, and the prowm-
jsen, If deferred like those made to
Abrahsm ooncerping the land thut
was shown him, yet they will never
faill

Probably guite a few of the people
would 1ooiiee lo religlous ohservanoe
on this day so as Lo he one with thelr
countrymen in every state of the
Union, the many will make socisl
gathering the feature, without riutous
excesk, bul 1o the spirit of those who in
the storied past reslly did see the haou
of Providencein theirJdeliverance from
tyranoy, und (rom the aborigines who
were sround lhem.

Thanksgiving Day meant much to
those old ~veterans aond  patriots,
its spirit meapds much in theee
mountaine where from a broader
senee of divioe supervision aud
the &soceptance of a s8peclal mile-
sion, men’s hearls are costinuonsiy
lea out imploringly for streagih, brav-
ery aod wiedom, untll rl-hte usnees
eball be estahliehed and Chrlst shal)
reigo.

Then all the patlone may jolo the
Jisciplts in expreseions of gratitude
snd special services, not lor corn and
ull and wine alone, or for “‘those free
jostilutione which have heen given to
us 88 our patlional herjtage,” (for theee
are Iargeiy uoappreciated or abused)
put for that oomiog suthority which
will guarantee rquality, prote tien,
-wcurity, justice, nght, aud a veritable
becauere universal ubd appreciated
Thaukegliviog.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFERENCE.

The Buodsy echool ovoference of
the Binghsm (Idabo) Btake of Zloo
oonveoned al Ioos Baturd:.y and Run.
day, Nov, 18 aod 17, 1895. Owlng to
the inclemeacy of the weather sud the
long distance betweeyu the setliements
but few of! the schools turped out
Saturday, but Sundnsy the meeling
house was fitled to its ntmost capacity.

Elders Thos. C, Grigge and Levi W,
Richurds, of the Deseret Buopday
&chool Unlon, were present, All the




