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bluffs iowa I1 learned that it would be
one week before conference would concon
vene so spent the time in visiting places
of interest when conference adjourned
elder otto johnson and myself were as
signed to labor in putnam county mis-
souri upon reaching our field of labor
we were greeted with such a hearty
welcome that my suspicions otof the mis
sou rians somewhat vanished

the first latter day saint elder to
preach the gospel in this vicinity was
austin kearnes of gunnison sanpete
county utah who arrived here in april

having received permission to visit
his relatives living here some otof whom
became so favorably impressed with the
unadulterated GospGos ekof jesus christ as
taught them by said elder that a com-
panionanion was sent him and during the
Efirst six months they were here five hon-
est souls were added to the fold of
christ this caused the adversary to
make an extra effort to keep the people
in darkness which was done by the cir-
culatingcu of fictitious history concerning
mormonism

alter laboring here for eighteen
months elder kearnes was released to
return home and took with him his com-
panion who had to return on account of
sickness

As little bad been done in the way of
canvassingcanvass ingi we concluded to make a
thorough canvass of the county about
decembriDecem bei elder johnson was called
to foreside over the iowa conference and
I1 was joined by elder E S hart with
whom I1 labored until march xyth last
when we met in conference at
dence jackson county missouri while
there I1 hadtkebad the opportunity of visiting

r the temple lot after enjoying a spirit-
ual feast of several days we separated
torfor our fields of labor with an increased
desire to reach the honest in heart

elder alexander watson jr and my
belfelf were assigned to continue the work
inin putnam county missouri on may
irth we hadhaa the happy privilege otoi babap-
tizing brother smith kearnes and wife
into the true fold and four weeks later
misfies rosa jones who prior to that time
bad not been a member of any church
applied for baptism which ordinance we
performed in the presence of over one
hundred spectators good order pre
availed notwithstanding some present
were ouroar avowed enemies

A few weeks later the following notice
appeared in the county papers A bas-
ket meeting will be held at blackbird
sunday ulyjuly jtb at ii a m subject
mormonism errors must and shall be
met 10 this I1 was signed by a baptist
minister we were among the first to
arrive at the well shaded spot which had
uenbeen selected and seated for the occa-
sion I1 asked the minister if they would
allow us the privilege of addressing the
congregation from their platform in the
afternoon which request was granted
heneganhe began his discourse by reading 1I
corinthians esth chap emphasizing the
fitka vorse next he attacked our articles
of dakh endeavoring to pick flaws in
them after using all his tact and in-
genuity to prejudice the people against
us he closed his remarks by calling the
attention of his hearersbearers to the rapidity
with which the mormonscormons were gaining
ground and suggested that they make
an effort to stop the delusion

at the close of the meeting I1 an-
nounced that we would preach the gos-
pel of jesus christ from a mormon
standpoint at 2 p m the congregation
numbered between five and six hunbun

dred and if they waited exexpectingacting to
heardshear us abuse those who hadbag in their
estimation obliterated mormonism prin-
cipally by slander they were disappoint-
ede 1 preached for upwards of an hour
on the first principles of the gospel and
in the words of II11 1i

1

20 gave
them to understand that the chief apos-
tle instructs us to use no private inter-
pretationpretation of the scriptures I1 showed
the fallacy of some of the ministers in-
terpretations and concluded my remarks
by bearing testimony to the restoration
of the gospel and our having authority
to administer the ordinances thereof

the sound of my last words had
hardly died away when the mormon an-
tagonisttagonist stepped upon the platform and
in a stammering way explained to those
who had behnbeen attentive listeners to all
that hadbad been said that we had denied
the bible by believingbelie lin new revelation
he read the last few verses of revela-
tions and gravely told the people that
the canon otof scripture was then com-
plete he then attempted to dismiss the
meetingmeet ing but we reminded him that he
was ttakingk n P I1libertiesbertiesi in our meeting and
that we were capable of conducting our
own meeting so he rather reluctantly
took his seat and I1 explained the mean-
ing of johns words in regard to addinaddingbooeto or taking from the words of his book

the book of revelation I1 think I1 am
sate in saying that seventy five per cent
of the people who attended the services
baptists excepted speak in our favor

so with the poet I1 am led to say god
moves inin a mysterious way his wonders
to perform

it is invariably the case that whenever
mankind endeavor to hinder the pro-
gressress of the work otof god they miserably
failfail we began our labors in the city of
unionvilleUnionville the county seat of putnam
county in the latter part of july by
calling upon the mayor and marmarshalmarsdal
whowha willingly consented for us to take
up our labors in their city and promised
us that we would be protected

we are making our headquarters
with brother wm halkins who has had
an open house for the elders ever since
their first arrival in the county

the saints vie with each other in
showing their kindness towards us in
the localities where I1 have labored the
people are hospitable although some
are narrow minded in their religiousreligiousiou
views and frequently willnill say this iis
the religion of my father and mother
and its good enough for me

the NEWS is a welcome and regular
visitor and is perused with interest by
saints and friends

B W DIXON

NOTES FROM manchester
HARDY FARM chalton cum hardy

manchester england
august irth 1896

to the editor
I1 leitleft home rexburgRex burg idaho on oct-

ober loth and salt lake on october
irth 1895 for a mission s to england
where I1 duly arrived on november
and was afterwardsatter wards appointed to the
manchester conference and eventually
to the chasworthChis worth district to assist elder
william salt otof hooper

this is a country district comprising
most of the southern portion of the
manchester conference embracing the
towns of stockport and macclesfieldMac clesfield
there are a few saints at
derbyshire where we hold meeting

every two weeks at stockport and
macclesfieldMac clesfield there are also a few saints
and meetings are heldheldeleveryverv sunday
each place is sumsome twelve miles distant
from the other and causes considerable
traveling which mostly has to be done
by walking

after tour months stay I1 was re
moved to the where
I1 labored two months and then was re-
turned

3

to the chasworthChisworth district
I1 find in traveling through the country

a visible amount otof indifference towards
religion generally speaking a broader
view is entertained of the principles otof
salvation than was prevalent some four-
teen years ago when I1 left manchester
lorfor the city of the saints

the elders in the mission field here
are mostly dependent upon themselves
or their friends and in this conference
lodgings have to be procuredprocured and a

1 place to reside establishedestablished the saints
are very willing to assist the elders but
in a great many cases it would be an
injustice to impose too much uronupon the
good nature of those saints who have
all they can do to sustain themselves
and their families

I1 have had a great deal of pleasure in
my labors with brother salt I1 am
among my friends and relatives trying
to let brother salt have the advantage
of all the benefits the saints desire to
bestow upon him it being too much for
two to be dependent upon the saints
if brother salts ward or quorum assists
himtimtheythey will be helping along the work
of the lord for he is appreciated as a
good and efficient worker torfor our greatgastermaster

my relatives have received me with
kindness and respect and I1 have allayed
prejudice and in a great many instances
satisfied my friends that we as a people
are not so deluded or immoral as has
been supposed

conference was held at pendleton on
august ath 1896 president R s
wells and his counselor being present
and nineteen other elders manchester
conference comcomprisesrises six districts viz
manchester oldham heywood chich
worth and bolton in which
thirteen elders are laboring including
S 0 crosby president of thethe confer-
ence reports of membership and
laborers were read as follows seven-
ties la12 high priests i elders ig19 priests
14 teachers 3 deacons 2 members

total officers and members
tracts distributed books lent or
given away houses visited
gospel conversations out door
meetings held 65 in door meetings
held sunday schools held 41
baptisms 13 confirmations 13 children
blessed i deaths i emigrated io10
three meetings were held and strong
testimonies were given by the speakers
of the divine mission of theahe prophet
joseph smith the restoration of the
gospel and the fulfillment of prophesy
the saints were encouraged to preach
the gospel in truth forforaa witness before
the coming of the saviour
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A sanban bernardinoBernardioo caloali special saya
that rains have benbeen falling in places
on the mountainsmounta ioB and deserts duringduria
the past lowfew days and saturday it
lais reported that a big washout had
taken place near bagdad on the
mojave desert and that trains will be
unable to pass for a couple of daysdaye
borm have kiskad all that sections 1

delaying all trains lorfor two daysdaye


