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bible marriageharriage should be

tolerated
aaA remarked before we should

to mormon polygamy it
cannot in this enlightened age
absorb abothe female element to such
an extent as to produce female
scarcity as oriental polygamy did
in tilethe early age of the world at
present the tendency all over the
world is to an excess of femafemaleslesatat
an adult aeage the tendency of a
densedeme population remarks a news-
paper writer urging the necessity
of malanmaianmaking1 women selfgelf supporting
crisis to mmakeake the female sex pre-
ponderate and we mustroust find some-
thing to do with thothe surplus wo-
men if we look at foreign coun-
tries boseewo seo that under the agoage of
fifteen thetho males exceed the
females but that beyond fifteen
the females preponderateand so on
until ninety in sixteen foreign
nations tillathis holds good in EDengl-
and the ratio of females to males
is three to two whilowhile in france
where the people are longerlodger lived
than othereother europeaneuropean nations it is
even greater when we get up to
the gray haired era of life we find
in eraneefrance between 50 and 60 a
female excess of between 0900
antiand 70 it becomes be-
tween 70 and 8980 andand over
80 of course these flfiguresures
to10 not apply to the united states
in massachusetts the women are
nearly in excess while in
connecticut they are and the
same ratio runs through new
hampshire and rhode island invtvermont and mainedlaine the men are
in surplusurpluspius whileleNewnew yorkyori shows

moremom women than men to be
accounted for by the crowded con-
dition of newnow york city which
alone shows nearly in excess
while tilethe open countriescoundriecoun tries have a
prepreponderanceoliotiderance of men in some
territories as much as twenty to
one it is shown that the tendency
of thetiie female sex isia to outnumberout number
tile other As we grow in civiliza-
tion wowe must therefore expect
this to take place and it is proper
that we should meet the problem
now and so decide it that wo mayinay
have no trouble in thothe future

from the foregoing0 figures it will
bobe seen we can stand considerable
polygamy without making a scar-
city of women in this country
there is not a particle of danger
that this old marriage system if
tolerated would absorb thetho female
element to any great degree amer-
ican women are as a rule toostoo smartinart
to marrymarny a man whose social and re-
ligious belief would allow him to
take a plurality of wives and fewer
still would marry one who had
already a dozen hanginhanging at his el-
bows wig and coat tailtalltalltati if you
find one now and then whowilo would
rather thus marrymarry and have a piece
of a husband than to go through
life withoutwithzutaut anyany no obstacle should
be interposed to prevent this choice
if there bobe a poor girl here andand
there who would rather than
make shirts for a pittance receive
a fraction of affection and comfort-
able support your interference may
send her to a more deamoraldemoralizingazin
school than the hearth of a mor-
mon elder polygamy is better than
prostitution if there be any one
who would rather marry a fraction
of a man than to go0 through life
childless it is a cchoiceoleeoleo that does
not concern us it is none of our
business she may find that happi-
nessnessinin the possession of an affec-
tionate child and of companion
wives to relieve her of thothe conju-
gal drudgery of matrimony thatthat
shesho could neither find in single ilfelire
nor monogamy the educated
prejudice in the minds of the peo-
ple against polygamy if culledcalled
in question is satisfied to defend
itself in misrepresentation andanc
denunciation which amounts to
nothing when you arrive at the

hardTpanan beneath the dregs
so far as the

effects of polygamy upon our na-
tional welfare arearo concerned there
is nothing yet to show that they
aroare damaging the mormonscormons have
never hurt us save in our imagina-
tions true we have struck at
them once or twice and they have
employed sufficient force to resist
the blow but we can hardly strike
at any body of people on this con-
tinent who have not the pluck to
resist we do not grow cowards
on american sosoil As to theirthein ma-
terial prosperity the roundsound tablecommenting on these people and
a book about them remarks

winvewe aieate thus driven by thetiye in-
exorable logic of facts to admit the
possibility that given certainbertain na-
tural conditions the conditions of
area physical requisitions and
noninterferenceinterferencenon from without

which are preciselyrecree isely those which
havehate attattendedenild our own national
life a society may thrive progress
increase accumulate all the mate-
rial essentials of modern civiliza-
tion under a system which inin
every leading characteristic is dia-
metrically opposite to our own we
are forced to acknowledge that
neither social nor political equality
neither universal suffrage nor en-
forced monogamy aroare indispensa-
ble prerequisites to thetile diffusion of
education the enjoyment of happi-
nessne 99 or even to tilethe solidity of tilethe
stateslate relatively speaking the
mormonscormons have done inin thetile enumer-
ated particulars as much in their
thirty years asaa the collective nation
has achieved in its ninety and ab-
stractlyly considered wowe have no
more right to predict the failure of
their system from internal causes
thanthailth wil that of the republic itself so
far asab comparison between their
chief city and our own in respect of
cleanliness order temperance
thrift and judicious expenditure
mayinay go90 wowe are certainly at a dis-
advantage auditandaud it cannot be denied
that if there be allan explanation of
so intricate a problem which can
save the credit of our own usages
and vitiate the force of the saintspaints
example it is certainly not an ob-
vious one

many suppose that polygamy is
prohibited by the new testament
but such was not the opinion of
martin luther and a synod of six
reformers who were called upon to
decide the question in a certain
case they held says Nieninnicholsholshois

that the gospels nowhere in ex-
press terms commanded mono-
gamy and tha polygamy had been
practicedpractised by the highest dignitaries
of the church the same writer
remarks 11 polygamy continued
in the christian church until
a comparatively recent period
and was allowed bybyliutherluther and the
fathers of the protestant reforma-
tion as it also is to this day under
certain circumstances by our
boards of foreign missions 11 X

why in prescribing marriage
should one system be forced upon
such a variety of people any more
than one religion il allAH
mankind with the exception of a
few ascetics must in view of phy-
siologicalsisl teaching acknowledge
the necessity of sexual association
for the healthealthhandand happiness of the
race but does it follow that all
should be compelled to accept one
system for the regulation of this as

especially should courts of law
keep out of families and families
out of courts of law if any way
cabbeeancan be invented to manage these
things otherwise the ancient
romanskomans never werawere so orderly in
their marriage0 relations as when
they kepthept law out of the family
the creadergreader will remember
that at that time when no divor-
ces were said to have taken place
forafonafor a pernodperiod of five hundred years
those people thought the family
hearth was too sacred for public
tribunals they did not think that
Nlegislation should touch the inde-
pendencepenpeudence of the family nor confine
by legal restraints the ties which
natural affection had forformedined
they pursued in their affectionate
relations the even tenor of their
way and if they encountered diffi-
culties a family tribunal could not
settle the censor was called in and
this officer acted on no rules of
lawjaw but simply on principles of
equityejudity as he understood them
underu er this arrangement as rome
swallowed up one nation aftermanafter an-
other she took in those in which
polygamy was practicedpractised and it is a
favorable commentary upon her
system as it then existed that her
sexual morality did not show ahanyy
marked indications of breaking
down until they began to adopt
greek law for the governance of
the family

we want a secretary of marriage
whose duties it shallshail betobe to hinvesinvesti-
gate

ti-
rate the various systems of marri-
age which have been practicedpractised fromrom
the earliest period study imparti-
ally their effects upon the peoples
living under them makeannual re-
ports of the same for tho enlightenenenlighten-
ment

lighten
of present generations in or-

der that they may profit by the ex-
periencepenipenhperFer lenceence of the human family in
past ages this report to be accom-
panied with such recommendations
as may be thought btbI1 calculated
to contribute to the I1happinesstappiap nessnesa and
moral and physical improvement
of the people k

polygamy should be tolerated ex-
pressly by national cconsentonsent

we have among our christian
missionaries the examexamplePle of colemtolera-
tion in respect to poly amicamle marri-
age they iiiillnindfindnd that many of the

people among whom they armamm labor-
ingin cannot be restrained from hav-
ing

bav-
ing a plurality of wives and conse-
quentlyly and I1 think very wisely
they let the marriage guestionquestion
alone if thoe people are heathen
we have any number of them
among us and you need not go to
utah nay you need not leave the
limits of manhattan island to fand
them many of them achieve what
the world calls greatness and when
they die long obituaries extol their
virtues some of those who are
casting stones at the mormonscormons
would break their own windows if
they leveled their missiles attheat the
nearest domicilesdomicileddomi ciles wherein poly-
gamy adultery is practisedpracticed thetiie
Mordiormormonscormonsmons indeed are better than
this class of assailants for they do
not morally degrade their women
butyok may ask why legalize
polypYpolygamygamy simply that women
may better be the wiveswives than thothe
mistresses of men one
of the early christian emperors of-
fered rewards to those whowilo would
marry their concubines it is vain
to sayeay that you will yet banishbaulsh the
mistress or that you will blot out
prostitution the religious world
has been working at it most ve-
hemently and with an army of
strong men and strong women for
at least live hundred years and
christianity has been pitted against
it for nearly nineteen hundred
years and to use the language of a
western orator where arearo we nowbow
where are we driffindriftin to enone

the lc system is nearly as
old as thechev worlorloridanddaud the
ic system is nearly 2500 years old
and the societymakersmabers bavehave certain
aylanotnot yet attained anyaby very gratlgratify-
ing

ry
results in their efforts alperat per-

fectingfeekin thetho morality health and
haphappinesspigness of the people livingjiving un-
der them we need I1 repeat again
the inventive and progressive
spirit of the age directed to the dis-
covery of means whereby the hu-
man family may be wholesomely
governed in their sexual relations
so governed indeed that natures
institutesInstitute4 and individual rights
jaymotmay not be disregarded while all
that relates to the moral and re-
ligious weilwell being of every individ-
ual may be made still more percep-
tibly operative home talk

1

notes concerning marriage

in the earliest history of egypt
years 13 C menesbienes first kingicing

of egypt made laws respectingrespectsng
marriage menalendlendien then in that coun-
try hadllad concubine and for thou-
sands of yearsyear aftersatter

norton says haremshares always
formed a portion of the pepersianralanian
and turkish households at a timet me
when those nations were all power-
ful

from the time of fuhleuhlfu hfbi 2650goa0
years B 0 polygamy has rqnbeen
practicedpractised in china

under his moses laws poly
gamyprevailed to a greater extent
than in all oriorforiental asiathathe number of wives was not
limited by mosesbroses but the rulings
of the rabbis suisutsubsequently fixed
it at four after the example of thetile
patriarch jacob

when the people of judea be-
came subject to romannoman law a wo-
man was allowed a dowdowrydownyry and a
wife without a dowry was consider-
ed only a concubine 11 footepoola

nichols sayssay the descriptionolff
patriaepatriarchalchaichal life in the book of gen-
esis would apply with little niteralteraltera-
tion

a
to the customs of mostin A orientaltattai

cotincountriestries
gideglde says polygamy was more

largely permitted in judea than in
all eastern asia not only was a
man germitpermittedtiD to have many
wives concubinesceevenven after the jews became

the romans polygamy
among them to Wa considerable ex-
tent continued bierod thetho great
if I1 remember rightly is said to
have had seven wives those who
had nnedfled to europeEdrope after their dis-
persion by titus A D 71 held
tenaciously totortheintheir customs in-
cluding polygamy as long asag they
could according to Malmomaimo
a distinguished rabbi the jews otof
Eeuropedrope had a plurality of wivesS aas
late as the thirteenth century
foote
at athens 1550 B C

allowedaallowed a manmail one wife aandnd one
concubine afterward in greece
concubinage died out or was
supplanted by the
courtesanscourtesans being the most intellec-
tual cultivated accomplished and
publicly hoilhorihonoredored women in the
country

when greece became a romanboman
province about one hundred tindand
fifty years before christ their sy

temterm of marriage like that of tilthe
romans became what might bobe
called a loose form of monogamy0
less monogamieamic than thatthat of thethe
first romans amianti jess
and 0omnilini than that of the
greciansGrecgreeianslans atthethe time of pericles

foote
the empire of persia wasawas founded

by cyrus about fiefavo ll11hundredadred and
sixty years benorebefore cilchristyrist and in
thatthat country fram the first poly-
gamy has been sustained by law
religion and rustomcustom

tilethe founder ofdf thetho re-
ligion of thetiie persians lauy cen-
turies benorebefore the empire jayjaxay 1200
BE C allowed polygamy among
his followers x

the netaabrew Anicrican cyclopedia
sayspays polygamy has existed from
time immemorial especially among
the nations of thethe Eeastast it pie
vaile d before the floodwayflood was com-
mon among tilethe patriarchspatnipatri aichs and
vastaawas tolerated bytheby the lawslawr of momosesese
there are no positive injunctions

inlil the bible against the practice
in the east the custom hasbp been
almost universal being sanctioned
by allali religionslobsious including that of
mohammed which allows tva man
to have four wives Aniongtx the
greeks at least of later titimemesMOs pyspy
gamy was never
in the homer i c age it seems to have
prevailed to some extent in re-
publican rome it was not known
but during thetile existence of the
eempirem pire the prevalence of divorce
ggaveave rise kcf a state of thinsthinthingss almost
analogous with ititt it prevailed
among the barbarous nations of an-
tiquityty with the exception of thegermans who tacitus says al-
most alonoaiono among the barbarians
are content with a single virewire

norton says Perpersianpersiansian monarchs
never had less than four hundred

sand concubines M

the ancient parthianaParthians and scy
practiced polygamy

As with the larger and more
powerful ancient nations so with
tilethe multitudes of smaller nations
polygamy wasuras almost universal

polygamy isls a part of thedrorhethe lubamb

liamhamhammeran religion which hagabagabasaa
hundred and forty million of follows
ersersera and is rapidly spreading now
inin the orient

lecky says that in the tenth
a tax called cullaculia

which was ln fact a licence to
clergymen to keep concubines was
luring severalbeveral centuries ssystema-
tically levied by princes

the chinaman is allowed as
many wives as he can ssupport

norton says polytapolygamymy is the
custom in china

picard ayssays japanese princes and
noblemen are permitted to havellave a
number of wives l-

in japan if a man finds he can-
notnot have childrenchildreii by his first winewire
he invariably ndmarriesarrles or purchasepurchasesS
another 11 foote

polygamy also prevails in bur-
mah and hindostanhindustanHind antaniand through-
out africa

booteFboote says polygamy is an in-
stitutionJQ ution which has remained un-
changed throughout the wholeEastast
through all changes of time races
rereligionligion and climate thosethoe even
who havehake given to asia the purest
laws zor and moses were
obilobligedRed to makemawe their rigid doctrine
conform with this custom that
which proves that it exists in all
climates and allaliallonesmones is that it is
found among the indians of the
two americas the tartars of the
two dussiasRusbussias and Kamsch as
well as in the heat of the tropics

american wives with occasion-
al exceptions are faithful to their
husbands and many husbands
particularly in the rural districts
are faithful in return bubutnutt the fact
thathaitoverover one hundhundredred thousand
public prostitutes andrit leastleast anail
equal number of private mistressesdistressesmistresses
are supported in the united states
and many of them in extravagance
and splendor leads usvis to the irre-
sistiblesis tibletibie conclusion that while mo-
nogamy is thetile law in state and so-
ciety polygamy adultery in theetheo
instances is the custom of notmot a
small proportion of the male pro-
portion itetisaIs a proverbial remark in
new york that the ababandoned
females of this city are inallualmaintained
chiefly by the patronage of mar-
riedhiednied men visiting the metropolis

thereabere is an educated prejudice
againstainsalusst polygamy especially
whichsichnich lashas considerable root in
truth and a great deal in bigotry
the newspaper bresscresspress catering to
this prejudice visits morman poly-
gamy

oly
with the most sweeping de-

nunciationnuncia tion to my personal kaow
ledgefedgo many of these articles are
written by men who personallyperson ll11 1y
holdlloil to different opinions tthanan
thosechoso which they ppublish in the

it

literary world writing lsis regarded
as a business from which tuto acquire
a subsistence irif not wealth and

1 1you cannot always judge of the
personal proclivities of thethoth inedadiews
paper writer by his editorials itpays at this juncture to denounce
without qualification Mormon poly-
gamygainbarn andarld for this reason mainly
it is loneionedone

norton says 1poisPolypolygamygaroy seems
not to have been entirely eradicat-
ed among the christians ozitheafi the
sixth century as we find it
then enacted in thetile canovas of one
of its councils that if any one is
married to many wivesVives he hhallshall do
penance even the clergy them-
ehies in this periodI1 pipractisedpracticed big-

amy as we find it ordainedordainpd at
another council held at NarbonnarbonneNarbonnehonnent
that such clergymen asa were biga
mists should only and
deadeaconscong and should nobnot be allowed
to marry and consecrateonsecrate

roinin the eighth century charle-
magne had two wives gebertBiSi
and Chilchii fericperic had also a plurality
according to gregory of tours but
we even find an instance of bigamy
and polygamy as late as the sixhixsix-
teenth century philip a german
prince of hesse carselcarpel p obtained
permission from luther and a sy-
nodpod of sixgix reformers to marry a
second wife durigduring the lifeilfe of his
first one and jelip accordingly did so
inid this remarkable case luther ex-
ercised an authority which even
the most darinodaring of the popes in the
plenitude of power had
never ventured to attempt

theitulid celebrated john of leyden
a leader of the anabaptists in
munster germany in 1533 an-
nouncednouli ced his right to marry as many
wives as he chose follofollowingwhig the
custom orof the kingsrings of israel andaud
put it in practice so frfar as to marry
sevbevseventeenenteen

1qtit was practicedpractised among the 1an-
cient

n
caent mexicans and peruviansI1 as
well as the more barbarous tribes
in botuboth north and south america
Montemontezumazurna the emperor of mexi-
co at the time of the spanish inva-
sion had three thousand womenen
thetho incasineas in thethetho twelfth century
married only their own sisters but
were allowed a great number of
concubines the peruvians leforebefore
the camucoming of the incas are said
mohaveto have hadh gd their women jnin caincom
mon with no recognized charriamarriagegei

relation but subsequently adopted
polygamy

the braziliansBrazi lians practisedpracticed poly
ramygamypa ny in ancient times and I1 be-
lieve now do in portions of their
empire in nicaragua polygamy
was formerly allowed and adulter-
ers were simply divorced in cara
bahlbahi had as many wives
as they wished the
other inhabitants hadbad as many
wives as they cocoulduid support poly-
gamy indeed seems to have ob-
tained among the ancient inhabi-
tants of the whole of central and
south america and as a result
little adultery or violence was com-
mitted the aborigines of north
america though generally content
with oneono wife sometimes took two
or three in conclusion itis stated
on good authority that from the
creation of the world polygamy
hashns been the rule with four fifths
of the human race

gold in the black bills
general cutercuster has foundmund ggoldbid inn

the blackblaer hills and Pnowow diejiedielsI1 is
haphappypy for now he can satisfy
tthee skeptics who pronounced his
expeditionLxpedition useless or nothing moreinore
thanI1 anaa disguised crusade against the
sioux and lie can nobly repel the
charge that the army is an encum-
brance on thetue nation not earning
its salt what an expedition use-
less that ornsopens up to the worldwooldaa
new gold region with
treasure in it enough to pay the
national debt and an army burden-
some that standsrands readyreads at short no-
tice to clean out the indians aiso
that this immeasurable wealth
maymaybemayacjbe brought to light when
custerouster started ontout with his fighting
column he was at a loss forafor a good
reason for ithe movement and the
best his friends could saybay of it was
this that he would keep his com-
mand healthy by e that liehe
could by an imposing show deter
tilethe sioux from hostile operations
if they had a mind for a gyquarrelguarrelarrelarrol
and that he would add some-
thing to our stock of geo-
graphicalgraPlaical I1knowledge but now
that custer liasilas discovered gold
among the black hills hebb need
mamakemakoke no other excuse for being
there that will satisfy everyeverybodylodyludy
exceptcapt coolcoo I1 leadsheads of tilethe elceeexceedingding
wisdom and profit of the expedi-
tion it seems almost ungracious


