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THE EIGHT HOURS BILL.

MAYOR BABKIN has vetoed the
eight-hour labor bill. This huas ocea-
sioned Bome excitement in labor ofr-
cles. It has exposed the Mayor to

mucoh criticlsm. It is very easy to
arouse aympathy for “‘the poor working
man,’? and to eall everything oppres.
sfon which appeurs to be opposed to his
fnterests or his demands. We are not
nmong the great admirers of Mayor
Baskin, but we do not think it right
to join in wny unreasonable attacke
upon him, norl to find fault when he
performs what he believes to be his
duty. We therefore ask the public, in-
cluding the working people who $hink
the Mayor has done wrong, to care-
fully examine the bill and the veto
before they condemn the oourse he has
taken. The blll has been published
before but we reproduce it here for re-
perusal:

“A bill for an ordinnnce making eight

hours a legal doy's work on public con-
tract work.
“48ection 1. Be it ordained by tho City

Council of Salt Lake City, Territory of
Utah, that In all contracts made by the
City of Salt Lake for the erection of
buildings or repairs on paoblio buildings,
bridges, viaducts, street paving or grad-
ing, ond all work on waterwerks or sow-
arsge, there shall beincorporated the ox-
press agreement belween “said elty und
contractor or contractors that the eaid
contractor or contractors shall not require
or permil any amrloye or laborer be-
tween the hours of 6 a. m. and 6 p. m.
gach'day to work more than eight hours
upon any such building, bridge, or via-
duet, or street, or dther publiv work, and
thut the eald eight houre shall be a full
and legal duy’s work; the provisions of
thia section shall not apply to work re-
quired onder said oontract to be done at
the fuctory, foundry or shops of the con-
tractor or contracters,but rhall apply only
wheu employes or laborora aro engaged
directly st work npon the premlses
whero such public work is being con-
structod.

See. 2. Any snch coutract shall also
provide that in tho event of any con-
tractor or contraoiors violsting the pro-
visions of said contract, that he or they
shall forfeit $100 to the City of Salt Lake,
Terrilory of Utad, foreach and every duy
that he or they shaltl violute the pro-
visions of said coniract.

This ordinance shall be in force from
and after {18 approval,

The text of the veto will he found in
our report of the City Couneil pro-
ceedinge. It will be seen that the
Mayor s wvot op;)osed lo the eight
hour nystem, so far se it makes efght
hours *a full and legal day?s work.??
But he does not thiok it proper by ar-
bitr: ry leglslntion to interfere with the
paturul right of a workman to labor
more than ejght boura if he wishes to

it he wishes or it becomes necessary.
Further, the Mayer objects to limiting
work to eight hours in the day and
leaving it unlimited as to time in the
night.

Now, what is there in ail this thatie
unsound in law or reason, or ubjust to
the workman or the employer? 1f the
city should ordain that eight hours
shall be counted as a full day’s work
entitied to a full day’s pay, making
proper provision as to nizht work alro,
would not that be all-sufficlent? Is ft
neceseary to prevent anmy man from
laboring longer than eight hours if he
desires to do to and can get the work?
It a contractor is under obligations to
finish a job by a certain time and he
finde {t necessary to engage his work-
men for overtime, would it be right to
flpe him a bundred dollars or punish
him in any way for doing s0? We do
pot belleve that mny tuch restriction
and penalty would be good law, even if
the ordinance had been signed by the
Mayor, for,08 he says,. It would deprive
men of ‘‘a natural right?? and laws are
made to protect and secure, not destroy
such . lghts. -

We are In aympatoy with the eight
hourlabor movement. We have been
for many Yyears infavor of thetheory
that eight bours for work, eight hours
for sleep and eight bours for improve-
ment and recreation, make a fafr divi-
slon of the day of twenly-four hours.
It the law was so framed tha} eight
hours s bould be a legal day’s work
entitled to a full day’s pay on all pub-
lic worke, we think that would be a
good thing. But we do net believe in
such legal resirictions &8s would
destroy liberty or interfere with the
freedom of the laborer or the employer,
Nor do we consider sny enactment
sound in law or in prineciple which in-
fringes upon any patural right.

Working pecple may combine and
pledge themselves of their own free
will not to work longer than eight
heurs io o day. Bul they have
po right to say that other persons, who
do not chooze 80 to bind themeselves,
shall conform to thiz limit. Any at-
tempt to compel others to do so fe
tyrauny and should be resisted just as
much as the oppression of employers.
The tyranny of labor combinations
ought to be foughkt by worklng men s
well as the tyranny of capital. Men of
independence should be earefel not to
barler their individual liberty for o de-
ceptive mess of potiage.

The great trcubles that are comfing
uprn this nation will have their source
in the laswlereness of labor combina-
tions and thelr disregard of indivicual
righ's on the one hand, and the grasp.
1ng heartlessners of moneyed corpora-
tions on the other, It is not always
the necessities nnd sufferings of work.
tug people, or the injustice and op-

pressivn  of their employers, that|
are the occuelon of strikes. [t
i8 too often a disposition to

take advantage of an opportunity

to demand higher compensation for|ability,

labor, regardless of any question of
equity or fustice. And that usually
originates with crafiy men who do no
manual labor, but mwanlpulate the or-
ganizations to whieb laborers surren-
der themsel ves.

There i» no doubt that lalor has
galned advantages by union of effurt.
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Organizution is neceseary Lo the awnel.

oration of working people. They huve
a right to combine and it is good poliey
todo so, While oapital and labor con.
tinue to hold their relative positiona
of antagenlsm, sceleties for the promo.
ticn of labor intereste and for resistin
the encroachment ol capital wil] pe
needful. But the danger in themis jp
that tyranny which l.always worse ip
a mob then in a person or a goverp,
ment, and in that dispeeltio to eftect
by force what eannot be acoomplished
by reason.

The liberties of mankind are of para.
mount importance. They must be
preserved at any cost. They must net
be trumpled upon under any pretence
Liabor assoclations have no more right
to eay that men who do not belong to
them shall not work for a certain price
or a glven time, than copituligts have
tu sny they shall doso. Governments
have not the right to limit men’s llber
ties 3o this respect. Municlpalitjes £0
beyoud their powers when they at.
tempt it. i .

Mayor Baskin is rlght in hls re -
ing and, in ouroplnion, has don:sql;lllg
duty in veteing the bill under aonsig-
eration. And no matter how mugh
some demogogues muy denounce his
act, we do net bolieve there is 5 think.
log workman iu thinclty who studjes
the situation and the bill but wij) BRy in
his heart, the veto 1s right, after aj

STORAGE-BATTERY STREET CARS.

Bays the New York World on this
subject:

‘The storage-battery system hg:
recognized from thay first as Lhz ltf)lec?:l'
method of utilizlng electric power ip
crowded citles. Attempts to apply it,
however, have not beon succaﬁafu] for
mechanical or commerc.in.l reagons, =
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“The system has boen devolo
Milford, Mass., and is now in ope}:-g?io:t
The buckling ot plates in the batteries
which has hitherto beea the most
serious mechanieal diffionlty, {s rep.
dered impossible. The escape ot force In
wasteful ways is prevented. The welght
of cars, wheu equipped with power
epough for a run of filty milem, is leas
tban that of trolley car:. The crippling
of the machinoery by suddenly excessive
curronts—as danger unavoida[vylo on {rol-
ley lines—is im qoasible here.

“The cars at Milford climb a grade of
84 per cent. and make ebarp ourves with.
out ditfieulty. In going down grades :he
resistance Decessary to check speed is ap.
glied oot was!efully by brakes, but by a

‘namio device which utilizes the foree
of the descent in the development of aloc-
tricity and reinforces the battery with
new powoer. In ome experiment it has
been found that 17 per cent. of the power
usod for the trip has been resupplied in
this way.”

GILDED VICE.

EVERY possible effort is bejng put
forth in this onee sober city to clothe
vice with the habiliaments of respect-
thot it may be more alliring.
One of the devices used for this pur-
pote 18 to equip drinking dens with
gilded splendor,” that outward show
may serve to cause men with shallow.
braing to loee slght of the donger of in-
dulging in intox!icants.

A pew dJdrinking establishment ®x-
hibits novel Ingenuily. It occupied




