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THE EIGHT HOURS BILL

MAYOR BABKIN has vetoed the
eight hour labor bill this has occa-
sioned some excitement in labor cir-
cles it has exposed the mayor to
much criticism it tois very easy to
arouse sympathy for the poor working
man and to call everything oppres-
sionslon which appears to be opposed to his
interests or hisbis demands we are not
among the great admirers of mayor
baskin but we do not think it right
to join in any unreasonable attacks
upon him nor to find fault when he
performs what he believes to be his
duty we therefore ask the public in-
cluding the working people
the mayor has done wrong to care-
fully examine the bill and the veto
before they condemn the course he has
taken the bill has been published
before but we reproduce it here for re
perusal

A bill for an ordinance makingmakiejF eight
hours a legal daysday to work on public con-
tract work

section 1 be it ordained by the city
council of salt lake city territory of
utah that in all contracts made by the
city of salt lake for the erection of
buildings or repairs on public buildings
bridges viaducts street paving or grad-
ing anaand all work on waterworkswaterworks or sew-
erage there shall be incorporated the ex-
press agreement between said city and
contractor or contractors that the said
contractor or contractors shall not require
or permit any employed or laborer be-
tween the hours orof 6 a m and 6 p m
each day to work more than eight hours
upon any such building bridge or via-
duct or street or other public work and
that the said eight hours shall beabe a full
and legal days work the provisions of
this section shall not apply to work re-
quiredaired under said contract to be done at
tlthee factory foundry or shops of the con-
tractor or contractors but shall apply only
when employedemployes or laborers are engaged
directly at work upon the premises
whereeliere such public work isin being con-
structedted

seesec 2 any such contract shall also
provide that in the event of any con-
tractor or contractors violating the pro-
visions of said contract that he or they
shall forfeit to the city of salt lake
territory of utah for each and every day
that he or they shall violate the pro-
visions of saidpaid contract

this ordinance shall be in force from
and after its approval i

the text of the veto will hebe found in
our report of the city council pro-
ceedings

pro-
ceedingce it will be seen that the
mayor isia not opposed to the eight
hour system suso far as it makes eight
hours a full and legal days work
but he does not think it proper by ar

ry legislation to interfere with the
natural right of a workman to labor
more than eight hours if he wishes to

do soBO nor of a contractor to en-
gage men to work extra time
if he wishes or it becomes necessary
furtherfarther the mayor objects to limitinglimitirgg
work to eight hours in the day and
leaving it unlimited asae to time in the
night

now what tois there in all this that Isie
unsound in law or reason or to
the workman or the employer if the
city should ordain that eight hoursboure
shall be counted as a full daydaysdayisis work
entitled to a full days pay making
proper provision as to night work alsoaioo
would not that be all sufficient Is it
necessary to prevent any man from
laboring longer than eight hours if he
desires to do soeo and can get the work
if a contractor is under obligations to
finish a job by a certain time and he
finds it necessary to engage his work
men for overtime would it be right to
fine him a hundredhendred dollars or punishwish
him in any way for doing sono wewe do
not believe that any luchinch restriction
and penalty would be good lawjaw even if
the ordinance had been signed by the
mayor foras he says it would deprive
men of a natural right and laws are
made to protect and secure not destroy
such bights

we are tinin sympathy with the eight
hour labor movement we have been
for many years in favor of the theory
that eight hours for work eight hours
for sleep and eight hours for improve-
ment and recreation make a fair divi-
sion of the day of twenty four hours
if the law waswall so framed thattha eight
hours s shouldbould be a legal days work
entitled to a full days pay on all pub
tolie work we think that would be a
good thing but we do not believe in
such legal restrictions asan would
destroy liberty or interfere with the
freedom of the laborer or the employer
nor do we consider any enactment
sound in law or in principle which in-
fringes upon any natural right

working people may combine and
pledge themselves of their own free
will not to work longer than eight
hurshours in a day but they have
sono right to say ttthatat other persons who
do not choose so to bind themselves
shall conform to this limit any at-
tempt to compel others to do so isie
tyrtyrannyauty and should be resisted just asae
much as the oppression of employers
the tyranny of labor combinations
oughtought to be fought by working men as
well as the tyranny of capital men of
independence should be careful not to
barter their individual liberty for a de-
ceptive messmesa of pottage

the great trtroublescubles that are coming
upon this nation will have their source
in the lawlessness of labor combina-
tions and their disregard of individual

jons on the one hand and the grasp-
ingI1 heartlessnessartlessnessbe of moneyed corpora-
tions on the other it is not always
theitie necessities and sufferings of work
ing people or the injustice and op-
pressionslun of their employers that
are the occasion of strikes it
isin too often a disposition to
take advantage of anAD opportunity
to demand higher compensation for
labor regardless of any question of
equity or justice and that usually
originates with crafty men who do no
manual labor but manipulate the or-
ganizations to which laborers surren-
der themselves

there is no doubt that latorlabor has
gained advantages by union of effort

organization isis necenecessaryseary to the ameli-oration of working people they havehated
a right to combine and it is good policypolio
to do soBO while capital and latorlabor con-
tinue to hold their relative position
of antagonism Oc cleties for the promo-
tion of labor interests and for resisting
the encroachment of capital will liebe
needful but the danger in them la19 inila
I1thathat tyranny which Isie aialwaysways worse ina mob than in a person or a govgovernerntment and in that disposition to effectby force what cannot be accomplished
by reason

the liberties of mankind are of para-
mount importance they must bepreserved at any cost they must notbe trampled upon under any Pretepredencepretencepre tencenoblaborabor associations haveave no more right
to saymay that men who do not belonbelongK to
them shall not work for a certain price
or a given time than capitalists hareh
to saymay they shall do so
have not the right to limit mewsmens liber-
ties in this respect municipalities KO
beyond their powers when they at-tempt it

mayor baskin isin right in his reareason-ing salmand in our opinion has done htajulig
duty in vetoing the bill under consid-erationeraterationiori and no matter how muchsome demagogues may denounce hab 3act we do netnef believe there Is a thinking workman in this COYcity who studley
the situation and the bill but will say JAiri
his heart the veto is right after all

STORAGE BATTERY STREET CARS

saysbays the new york world on this
subject

the storage battery system has beenrecognized from the first asaa the idealideamethod of utilizing electelectricric power I1incrowded cities attempts to apapplyI1 I1iffhowever have not been sucsuccessfulceRNa torfjmechanical or commercial reason

the system has been developed atMmilfordilford mass and is now in operationove rationthe buckling of plates in the batterieswhich has hitherto been the most
serious mechanical difficulty lais ren-
dered impossible the ecate otof force in
wasteful ways tois prevented the weight
of cars when equippedequippedequi pled with power
devough for a run of fiftyfi y miles is losslesathan that of trolley earicar the cripplingcrippline
of the machinery by suddenly excessivecurrents a danger unavoidable on trol-ley lines is impossible here

the cars at milfordilford climb a grade of
8 per cent and make sharp curves with
out difficulty in going down grades the
resistance necessary to check speed is ftpapplied not wastefullywasefully by brakes but by a
ddynamiccamic device which utilizes the force
of the descent in the development of elec-
tricity and reinforces the battery with
nenew power in one experiment it hhas
been found that 17 per centoncent of the power
used for the trip has been inthis way

GILDED VICE

EVERY possible effort Isig being put
forth in this once sober city to clothedclotha
vice with the habil laments of respecteeb
ability that it may be more alluring
one of the devices used for this pur-
pose tois to equip drinking dens with
gilded splendor that outward shoshow
may serve to cause men with shallow
brains to lose sighteight of the danger of in-
dulging in I1intoxicants

A new drinkdrinkingtag establishment ex-
hibits novel ingenuity it occupied


