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As I1 looked at them I1 asked the people
why they did not raise durham cattle
they replied that they had tried the
experiment but that the old cattle
quickly died and that their offspring
grew to be like the others in a year or
so

SECRETARY MORTONS HERD BOOK

by the way mr secretary where
does your family come from you are
scotch are you not

1I come of scotch english ancestry
was the reply 1 I was just looking
over my herd book at the department
today 1I mean my genealogical record
it makes my family angry to have me
call it my herd book well I1 found
that one of my ancestors sold the may-
flower11ower to the pilgrims and he came over
himself on the next ship the family
drifted from new england to new york
and my father went from new york to
michigan and settled in detroit

HIS COLLEGE DAYS

secretary morton is a well educated
man he talks fluently using the best
of enenglishlish and my chat with him
sshowedhowelleme that his studies had covered
a wide range during it I1 asked him
where he had gone to school and he
rerepliedeliedthe first part of my education was
acquired at the michigan university at
ann arbor I1 was there two years and
then left on account of the action of the
collecollegege as to fraternities the faculty
decided to wipe out the greek letter
societies and in wiping them out they
wiped me out I1 was a member of the
chi fraternity the one to which tom
palmer the ex united states senator
and minister to spain melville W
fuller the chief justice of the supreme
court and don dickinson belonged
we were all boys together but palmer
had at this time left college and taken
a trip to spain after leaving ann
arbor I1 went to union college at
schenectady N Y which was then
presided over by dr eliphalet nott
and finished my education there

HIS WEDDING JOURNEY

how old were you when you went
west

141I was just about twenty two was
the reply 1I went west on my wedding
tour and the trip to nebraska at that
time was a far greater undertaking than
it is now we went by rail from chicago
ko alton on the mississippi river
there was no such a thing as a sleeper
at that time and we had to sit up all the
way from alton we went by steamer
to st louis and from st louis uup the
missouri to st joseph by stearnsteamboat
here we got a stagesta e and rode on to
council bluffs thefhe trip took about
eight days and nights and it was full of
hardships it could be made now in
about a day

we settled first at bellevue and the
next spring we moved to nebraska city
where we took up the quarter section

A on which I1 now live I1 have added a
little to it but it is the same ground that
I1 got from the government thirty eight
years ago we began life in a log cabin
and my boy by the way has just had a
picture of this cabin made in connection
with some others on a sheet advertising
his cereal and starch manufactory
under the cabin he hasbas put the words
the house in which the president of the

company began business As I1 looked
at it I1 asked him what business he had

carried on in the cabin and he replied
1 I suppose you might call it a milking
business

SECRETARY MORTONS ROMANCE

I1 doubt whether there is a man in the
country who loved his wife better than
did secretary morton and there are few
hiishusbandsbands who have been more devoted
to their memory I1 heard something of
the story wwhileavile I1 was in nebraska this
summer morton was engaged to
his wife when she was fourteen she
was married to him at the age of twenty
one and their married life was one long
honeymoon otof twenty seven years she
bore him four boys and when she died
these four sons formed the tallpallbearerspall bearers
who carried her to the tomtomb during
my talk with secretary morton I1 spoke
of his wife and asked him if he had a
picture of her he took a locket from
his left breast pocket and handed it to
me on the back of it was the face of a
very pretty woman and as I1 looked at
it the secretary told me that it was the
picture of his wife and he feelingly re-
ferred to her influence over his life and
her character he handed me a
memoir which was published at the time
of her death and he told me that this
locket had never been out of his hands
since that time she was indeed the
best half of the Secre soul and
his life since she died has been wrapped
up in his children and grandchildren
the four morton boys are all married
and the secretary has a number of
grandchildren on thanksgiving of
iago1890 the Secretsecretaryarv held a sort of morton
reunion at his home and photographs
were taken of the little mortons in all
shapes and in all sorts of groups A
book has been made of these pictures
and the dignified secretary appears in
many of them iniii some pictures the
children have their heads ornamented
with leaves and feathers and one of the
pictures represents a wrestling match
in which one of the participants looks
strikingly like secretary morton
another represents wirt morton a lusty
laughing baby with its finger in its
mouth and the subscription states that
the infant is aged six months I1 noted
at the first of this book that it bore the
book plate of the secretary of agricul-
ture it consists of a tree and a scroll
under it in which are printed the
words plant trees below this is the
inscription arbor lodge and secre
tary mortonsMoMorrionstons name which he parts in
the middle and prints J sterling
morton

As I1 looked at this the conversation
turned to ththerae pplantinglanting of trees and the
secretary told me that
trees have been planted in nebraska
sincesince he inaugurated the institution of
arbor day there in 1875

HOW UNCLE SAMS MONEY IS WASTED

the conversation here turned to the
department of agriculture and I1 asked
the secretary whether he was making
any changes in the methods of running
it he replied

1I am making a great many and I1 am
trying to bring the department down to
a practical business basis I1 believe in
spending money where it should be
spent but I1 dont believe in wasting it
I1 have already found a number of big
leaks which I1 am stopping one is in
these experimental stations which have
been established by the department
over the country why I1 found one at

garden city kan the business of
which was to evolve a grass which
would grow on the aridand plains of the
west twenty two thousand dollars
have been spent on it in five years and
a professor veasy is ttryinging there to
produce a grass which will grow
without rain water or soil a sort of
grass orchard I1 presume from what
inquiries I1 made I1 found that this pro
lessor veasy had a home address at
denver colorado and hebe seemed to be
only heard from at the times when his
salary was due I1 have stopped the
appropriation and I1 suppose hehc will now
materialize in sonicsome shape or other

OTHER FAT JOBS

kansas always gets its share of the
appropriations continued secretary
morton in looking oyerover the state I1
find that plumb and ingalls have
patched it all over with just such jobs
but similar things exist in other states
too I1 got a request the other day for
5050 for a united states flag which witswas
to be put up over a sugar beet farm utat
schuyler neb I1 see the rea-
son for the appropriation and I1 ininvestvestiir
gated the station I1 found it was cost-
ing us over a year and that ail we
could get out otof it was some beet seed
which the regular sugar beet factories
would send to us if we would only pay
the freight we pay on these experi-
mental stations about 36oooo a year
and I1 think the most of them should be
abolished my idea is that experiment-
ing should be done through the agricul-
tural experiment stations of the states
there are forty four of these scattered
all over the union they get an appro-
priationpria tion from congress of a
year this goes directly to them and-
over it we have no control I1 think that
the seeds could be distributed through
these experiment stations and not byby
the congressmen it costs aia
year to send out seeds from here I1 am
going to recommend congress to abolish
this part of our business As the seeds
are now sent out they do not reach the
parties they should nor do the proper
kind of seeds get to the proper locali-
ties

THE GREAT AMERICAN HOG

what are you going to do as to the
meat inspection mr secretary I1
asked

1 I am going to abolish a good part ot
it was the reply our meat exports
to germany last year amounted to only
2000 and I1 find that the germans

inspectedre all the meat that came in
we sent worth to england
where there was no inspection themthe
inspection costs a vast deal more than
it comes to and in eleven months it has
footed up a total of about
wywhy duinduringg that timptime we paid out

to inspect the meat ajagthethe indian
apolis abattoirsabatto irs and how much meat do
you think was exported from here justlust

5050 for every dollars worth of
pork sent to germany from indianapolis
we paid more than io10 for inspection it

good business
CORN BEER VERSUS CORN BREAD

how about american corn in
europe Is cornmeal murphy going to
revolutionize the continent

1 I think not though he is still in
europe more of our corn should be
used in europe but I1 believe that we
can create a greater market for it by
getting the germans to use it in-theinthe


