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He reaches these fundamental
principles of religion, ns he thinks
without the aid of Secripture, and
without belleving in the existence
of a God; but having discovered the
uature and value, as well as some of
the effects of the principle of faith,
he becomes a member of the Greek
Church. But here his troubles be-
giuafresh. Intheliturgy, rites and
teachings of that church he sces
much that is false and absurd. to ac-
cept which he must utterly cast
aside his reason. He is in despair
again. Shall he throw away fajth?
No, for that meansdeath. Shall he
acqulesce in the ereed of the church?
No, for tnat would be living s lie
and meriting the displeasure of the
God of the church.

Hie gignntic mind nesumes a new
task, to separate the true from the
false in the teachings of the church,
and to onfold the real system taught
by Jesus. The account of his efforls
to accomplish this tremendous task
is intensely interesting. He riddles
the creed of the church ag few iufi-
dels have ever done; indeed it may
be doubted if Voltaire himself ever
made mere palpable the incouslsten-
cies and absurditics of modern
Christinnity than has Tolstol.

But in his attempts at formulat-
ing from reason and thé Seriplures
o cemplete, harmonious aud effica-
clous, in other words, a true system
of religion, Tulstoi signally fails.
Muny of his ideas are sublime, and
much that he teaches is admirable;
but theology is & sclence which he
hus not mastered; and however
thoroughly he may have covered
the whole ficld of human learning,
he is but a tyro in his comprehen-
sion of the plan and priocipies by
which man will be redecined from
hls present fallen coudition, and
elevated into a higher and happier
state.

Nevertheless few thinkers whose
works are being perused by this gen-
erntion, are destined to more palpa-
bly influence the thought of the age
than is Tolstoi. The effect his writ-
ings will have will be good in the
main, though they are open to the
obfection that they tend to remove
the importance, if not the existence
of a personal God, from the faith of
the student. They deify tiuth
rather than Him who s the personi-
fication and revealer of truth.

They do not, howewer, deny the
existence of the God of the Bible,
with the attributes therein accorded

Him; and their intellectusl power, -

marvelous acumem and exalted
morulity cannot but do good. And
to one enlightened by the Spirit of

truth, they confirm experience and
the declarations of both ancient and
niodern scripture, that of himself
and by natural reason man cannot
find out God, that *‘the things of
God knoweth ne man but the
| Bpirit of God?? and that ‘‘things kept
{hid from the wise and prudeut
may be revealed unto babes” in the
learning of the world.

— ——

LET US CELEBRATE.

IN ANoTHER part of this paper
will be found the Governor’s proc-
lamation, recommending the ob-
servance of the Centennial Inaug-
uration  holiday, and the as-
sembllug of the people of the Terri-
tory for religious worship at 9 o’tlock
. m. on thatday. This is in ac-
cordance with the Presidential
proclamation.

It should be understeod that
Tuesday, the 30th day of Aprll,
1889, has been get apart as o natlonal
holllay by Act of Congress. Of
course this legislation applles only
to that oneday. Itis a centennial
anniversary and wiil not oecur again
for a hundred years.

We are of the opinion that Utah
should respond to these proclnma-
tions, that next Tuesday should be
observed as a general loliday, and
that there should be meetings held
in the various places of public wor-
ship for prayer and praise nand
thauksglving to the Eterual Father,
in commemoration of the day when
the first Presldent of this great na-
tlon took his scatas ita hend.

If there are any people on earth to
whom the beginnings of thie Re-
public have a deep and solemn an
permanent import, it is the Latter-
day Haints, who believe that the
formation of this govermment was
inspired by Diviue Providence, and
that their destiny is inseparably con-
nected with ita future. Let us have
a holiday, by all means, but make
ita day of thunksgiving, rejoicing
and pralse.

A SAD CASE.

BEFORE us is an article from &
New York paper, the writer of
which draws 2 vivid and startling
plelure of a scene he claims to have
witnessed in the wine rcom of a
concert and ballet hail. He portrays
the revelry he witnessed, and pre-
sente an idea of the degraded po-
sition oceupied by tird young women
connected with the brlilllantly fur-
nished den.

The article hos a sad local infer-
est, ns the central figure in it s al-
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leged to bv a young woman frout
Utah of considerable culture and
rare beauty. She is described a8
having exhibited shame, remorse,
and » desire to be freed from such &
terrible position as that in which
the writer of the article clalms &
have found her.

At present the identity of the poor
rrirl must be a matier of conjecture.
We can, on that point, only formant
unbreathable opinion. If it be co™
rect, there is but little rcom for
doubt that the case is one of the
seduction of a young woman from
the path of purity by an unmiti-
gated scoundrel, who still carrles
his head high and is noted as
place hunter. If such be the facts,
a man of his character ought rather
to befound hunting a bole in whiclt
to hide himself.

-

DESPOTIC AND UNJUST.

Tur New York (obe thus cou
eludes n well-considered and ably-
written editorial on “The Presl-
dent’s A ppointments,’* in which the
writer shows the importance of the
consuitation by the President with
both Senators and Representatives:
in the selection of men to fill the
various offices In the xift of the
Government:

“Nothing eould be more un-
American, more despotic, more 1o
just, and more vicious, that our 0X
istiug system of Territorial Gover -
ment, which allows the President to
rule those harly, enterprising, 19
telligent and thoroughly A mericail,
conimunities through Governorsall
other officers who are allen to m‘z
people; who know nothing ubol‘r
them; and some of whom care f"]
them only as A Roman I’roconstt
was wont to care for the conguerst
people of a subject Provinee.”?

This is undoubtedly correct and
is vigorously put. However, the
President is not responsible for the
system. He has to administer the
Jaw as he finds it. But he ¢aP
make it measirably endurableto the
people of the Territories, by Belﬂc_t'
ing for their officers men who will
neither accept the places to which
they are appointed for the mere
purpose of making a raise out ©
the opportunities of office, nor ust
them as meaus of showing theil
partiranship and hostility to O’fe
class of the population. W®o have
reason to hope that In the case o
Utah the President will endeaver )
make n8 judicious a selection 48 po8
sible.

“What’s the use’’ sald an Id]ﬁ-

fellow, *‘of & maun’s working hi“m,f,-t
to death to get a Uving?”—*
Printer.



