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proportiens until at the end of six
or eight years the entire tax' is raised
from real estate.

This is no untried experiment. The
legislative assembly of the northwest
territories of Canada some time ago
passed the followiog ordinance: *“‘For
the purpose of assesemert, real proj-
erty shall include lands, buildings
and improvements thereon, but the
value of theland cnly shall be assessed.
All buildings and improvements on
real estate, stocks of merchandise,
machinery, mechanice’s tools and ali
personal property shall be exempted
from taxation.”

This ordinance is made optional by
the following cleuse; ““The adoption
of this ordinance by any municipality
shall be optional, which must be Qe-
eided by a two-thirds’ majority of the
members of the council, or upon re-
ceipt of & petition signed by one-halt
of the resident rate-payers of the muni-
cipality, the county shall adopt and
carry into effect the provisions of this
ordinance.””’

Under this provision there is mno
danger of a system of taxation being
adopted whivh is repugnaot lo a ma-
jority of the tax-pavers. The oity of
Regina has adop ed this system wilh
very good resulte.

A bill adopted in Manitoba in 1890 is
as follows: “Alllande in rural muni-
cipal counties improved for farming or
gardening purposes shall be assessed at
the same value as such lands would be
assessed if unimproved.”

This encourages the actual farmer
while it discouragee the speculator in
farming lande. It is the actual farmer
who should be lightened of the burdens
of taxation, and the speculator who
should be made to pay a larger propor-
tion. The effect of Buch & system oI
taxation is to discourage laud specula-
:fon and encourage the making of im-
provements, the production of wealth
and the employment of labor,

Suppose every front foot of Maln
streel from First to Becond South were
taxed at the ssm? rate independent of
what Ekind of building was on it—
wonld it not tend to encourage the
erection of better buildiogs? Biuce
his tax would not be increased if a fine
block was put on the land, would not
the owner of & one-story shack de-
eide that it was more profitable to put
up a better building? In this way the
man who s holding lots in idleness,
waiting for bis neighbors to put up
bulldings and increase the value of hix
lapd, would not be able to reap the
reward of other men’s toll. He would
wse his land or dispose of it fo someone
who would. Apply the same argument
to coal and other mineral lands, to
agricultural and forest lands, and im-
agine, if you can, what an immense
stimulus it would give to production;
how it would open up new opportuni-
ties for capital and labor; how it would
check the unproductive investment of
capital in land for epeculative purposes!
It would be like the opening up of a
new continent.

We have unused resources in this
country that would easily support

a population of 50,000,000; but
g0 long as so much is held in
idleness for: speculative purposes—

g0 long as capital and labor cannot use
them except on payment of a tribute
that makes their use unprofitable, or
leaves only a small margin of profit—

thousands of laborers will search 1n
valln for work and ecapital will remain
idle.

The reform 1s easy of application,
will work ne injustice to anyone, and
a growing number of people are looking
to it as the most promising sclution of
the labor question,

N. B. DRESSER.

September 13, 1894,

THE NOMINATIVE FRANCHISE.

As the time for the Constitutional
convention—at least for the election
of delegates to that body—draws near,
more and more interest is being taken,
and should be, in all that pertains to a
correot plan of government and the
preser7ation of the rights of the peo-
ple. As a suggestion that is not unp-
worthy of a moment’s thought in this
connectinn, the NEWS is cobstrained
to publish the foliowing, which was
presented to the Legislature many
years agu, endorsed at that time by
860 citizens, and bassince been brought
before almost every Territorial Assem-
bly by Mr. Bidney Hudson of this
city:

MEMORIAL

For a Law to Guard the Sanctity of the
Nominative Franchise.

To the Honorable Legislative Assembly
of the Territory of Utah, Greeting:

We, your petitioners, respectfully rep-
resent that there is no law, within our
knowledge, that defines either how,
when, or where to commence political
representation, and, consequently, we,
as individuals, and the people as com-
munities, find ourselves at each recur-
ring election unprepared and unable to
make necessary governmental nomina-
tions on the basis of individual repre-
sentation.

Therefore, to make it possible for all
citizens to meet with their peersat a fixed
time and place, toselect governing depu-
ties by a majority vote of all citizens they
are to represent, we respectfully request
your honorable body to establish by law
regular annual nominating conventions
in each school district in the Territory,
(where minority as well as majority rep-
resentation will operate naturally)tor the
election of school officers; also for the
appointment of primary deputies to an-
nual precinct conventions for the election
of precinct officers; also for the appoint-
ment from their own body deputies to
county conventions, and so on, repeating
the process through a succession ot an-
nual fixed conventions, until the whole
Territory is completely organized on the
basic principle of individual and per-
sonally selecied representation (furnish-
ing revenue for governmental expenses
by & tax on clear yearly incomes);so that
every citizen can independently take
hold of the helm of government and
through general counsel and well directed
effort retrieve the effects of former neg-
lect, and proceed to organize a protective
government for the safety *and support
of the whole population. And thus a
Folicy will be inaugurated to save the
iberty of the citizen and the constitution
from otherwise certain destruction.

And in amity bound by mutual inter-
est, we will be obliged for favorable
action.

Sant Laxe Ciry, Jan, 23, 1874,

—_———

ST. GEORGE STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference of the St.
George Btake was held in 8t. Georee
on Beptenber 9th and I0th, 1894,
President Daniel D, McArthur presid-

ing. Elder F. M, Lyman, of the
Councll of the A postles,was in attend-
ance,also Eiver John D. T. McA llister,
president of the Manti Temple, Elder
Jesse W, Crosby Jr., presfuent of the
Panguitch Stake, and Dr. Joseph M.
Tanuer,

Saturday, the 8th inst.,, was spent in
High Council, High Priests” andS take
rriesthood meetings. The Relief
Boclety also held its guarterlyjStake
meeting.

On Bunday morning the regular con-
ference began its sessione, two of which
were held that day and .two on Mon-
day. On Bunday evening, the 9th, the
Mutual Improvement Associations and
Sabbath schools held their conjeint
quarterly meeting anod were highly
entertained by a brilliant address de-
livered by Dr. Tanner. Subject: **Con-
~titutions *? e

At our BStake conference in addi-

tion to the wusual reports and
coplous instructions on spiritaal and
temporal duties, Elder Lyman
ordained Father William Fawcett

a Patriarch; also flve High Priests and
two of them as Bishops, the other
three he set apart a8 Bishops’ counsel-
ors; and he set apart one High
Counselor, one Bishop and one
Bishop’s counselor,who had previously
been crdained High Priests,

The authorities, general and Blake,
were sustained without a dissenting
vete. The topics treated upou by the
speakers were unusually numerous,
and were most attentively listened to
by the large congregations,

On the jouruey to Bt. George Elder
Lyman and party had met with, and
dispensed the good word to, six of the
wards of this Stake; he will vigit three
other of our wards on his journey
northward.

JAMES (. BLEAK,
Brake Clerk.

A VETERAN'S TESTIMONY.

HUNTINGTON, Emery Co., Utabh,
Heptember 11, 1884,

In locking over the account of the
reunion of the Battalion boys, the Pio-
neers and the Indian war veterans, it
brings to mind many faces and scenes
of times long past. [am nota Battal-
fon boy nor one of the 143 Pioneers,
for when the body of the Saints lett
Nauvoo, they leit me on a sick bed and
in poverty, but I wassoon busy fitting
myself up and tryiog to help the poor
who were left beind, Myself and D).
I. Le Baron had charge of the Nau-
voo Temple, exhibiting it to strangers
until it was burned. I remained at
Nauvoo until the spring of 1850, when
[ started with my {amily to follow the
Saints to the mountaine, On arriviog
at Kanesville I found that the cholera
had broken out amongst our people
and I was counseled to stop there and
practice medicins ~mong the sick,
which I ¢1d until the spring of 1851,
when I prepared to finish my journey
to the mountains. Oon account of the
high waters it was thought best to try
to go arouud the head waters of the
Elk Horn and Loop Fork, and it took
us six weeka to make the journey of
one week on the old rond. There are
many now living who re.nember the
trials and sufferings of that journey,
for want of feed, wood and waler.

We arrived in Salt Lake City the 1st
of October, having been nearly four




