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by the request and permission of my
brethren I1 have thithe pleasure of rising
up in the midst of the saints to say a
fewlew words to you this morning I1 feelteel
very thankful to the lord our god that
I1 still have a name and a pinceplace among
hishie peopeoplelile that I1lamiamam permitted to meet
with them in general conference to
speak of the goodness of our father in
heaven and to join in worship with
the general assembly of the church of
god we are favoredfadore truly with fine
weather this is18 not only a I1 great bless-
ing to us but it is a great blessing to
eur friends and brethren who are jour-
neyingneying on the plains us in our
10localitiescallcail ties here

first and foremost brethren and sis-
tersters I1 will saygay that on thursday even-
ing I1 arrived in this city from the
south from my field of labor As I1
bame near the borders of the city I1
damecame in contact with a very disagreea-
ble smell arising fromfromi the decomposi-
tion of some animal that had been
hauled outbut on thetha outside totocetoTemoveremove the
nuisancent from the city when I1 pass-
ed Aa certain line I1 entered the city and
beheld shade trees and fruit trees laden
ithathwith fruit and experienced with de-
light the agreeable odor from the ripen-
ing fruit the contrast was as agreea-
ble as it was great it immediately
occurred to my mind that our brethren
who are crossing the plains might come
in contact with dead bodies that had
been removed from among the saints
I1 mean dead as to the spiritual life of
god in them for they must of necessity
come in contact with these ere they
could reach the city of the saints I1
believe that the eevilehl01 things that could
be said of the saints are said around
the borders and those that are coming
here to find a home have these things
to encounter that are quite disagreeable
and it requires not a1 little pperseverance
and faith to force their way through
and to arrivearrive here untarnished by the
evil that meets them on the way but
when they can camecome with the spirit of
the lord with the spirit of the saints
iniii them they forget all those disagree-
able thinthinsthingss on theole borders andano their
minds are charged with a heavenly in-
fluencenitfitteneetence when they find themselves
among the saints here in peace andaud in
truth

five yearyearssagoago the loth of last june
I1 left this city to bestow my labors in
another part of the heritage of our god
liiiiiin the county generally known as that
ofsanpeteganSanpete at the time I1 went there
there were six efficient settlements the
largest of whichchihh would not exceedexceed
or families according to the
ability which the lord has given me
in connection with my brethren who
have been laboring more or less with
me the industry ofbf the saints and the
blessings of the lordI1 the settlementssettlements
have now increased to fifteen in num-
ber they advanced southward until
it was deemed expedient and necessary
in the legislature of last winter to or-
ganize two new counties namely the
sevierbevier county and plute county the
land in these counties that is suscepti-
ble of cultivation is mostly occupied
with settlements which in several
places in these new counties are quitearp p

wevye have had some difficulties to en-
counterI1 and all those who are acquaint-
ed with the establishment of new set-
tlementstlements in new localities are not igno-
rant that there is always more or less
difficulty to contend with especially
when they are so remote from what
may be vernied headheadquarters or from
the sources of aid anaand succor we have
enjoyed generally very good health
we have had some little sickness among
children and several have died

there is a good deal of ambition
among our people to cultivate a great
quantity of ground the result of which 1

is that we cultivate our lands poorly in
comparison to what we would if we
were contented with a smaller area and
would connineconfine our labors to it we
have found some difficulty with regard
to water and complaints have been
made about a scarcity of water in many
places when indeed I1 suppose the
lord has apportioned the water to the
amount of land he intended should be
cultivated I1 do not think that these
things are passed over unnoticed by
him without some idjundlundind of arrange-
ment or calculation he understands
perfectly well what the elements are
capable of producing and how many of
his people may be established here or
there with profit and with advantage
I1 have labored most industriously since
I1 have acquired a little experience my-
selfeaf to induce my brethren to direct

kheir enerenergiesie
i

s
i upon smallermiler tracts of

jandland for havehav nnoticed where men
wwouldouid aftemattemptt to raise a clopcrop off forty
acres of langlaner that they could not get
their crops in in season andalid frequently
the frost came early and destroyed a
great portion of them this is bestow-
ing our labor for that which does not
profit now would it better totd
confinebonfine our energies to a small tract of
land put in our crops in due season
havehave ample time to do it do it well
and then it would only require one half
or one third the amount of water to
mature them and they would mature
in advance ofof the frost

I1 do nbab know how it is in other sec-
tions of the country but I1 presume it is
more or less with them like the circum-
stances I1 will relate I1 have known
men single handed attempt to raise
twenty five and thirty acres of grain
when it is more than any oneong man can
Wwellweliwhen11 do thetho result is they nindfind them-
selves troubled to gelgetget the water they
run from break of day until dark at
night awingwearing themselves out and
with all they eancanan do they ccannotannot be-
stow that attention upon their fields
which they need and they only get
from eighteen to twenty bushels of
wheat to the acre when men have
confined themselves to ten acres of
land having plowed it well the season
before all the foul weeds killed out
and the soil left eleanclean the seedseeaseebeed sown at
an early day in the spring and put in
iniii good order I1 have known suellsuch fields
to yield from forty to sixty bushels of
good plump wheat to the acre besides
when fields are so cultivated less water
is used the necessary labor can be per-
formed without being hurried and a
plentiful harvest and golden sheaves re
ward the toil of the laborer

this season in all probability our
crops will fall short of other years someborne
thirty thousand bushels of wheat by
reason of the early frosts I1 re
gret this loss I1 am liaiiahappy to say that
there is plenty of gootegood wheatwcheat in thethoi
granary or in the egypt of utah and
I1 thinkthinh the loss this year through early
frosts will aid very much inhl enforcing
the principles which I1 have endeavored
to advance namely I1 to confine our
labors to calleismaller tractstracts of land and put
in our crops inpa good time that while
they are rowing luxuriantly and yield
inying bountifully filling our bins with
gogoydenden grain we are not womworn out with
toil before the days allotted to us to live
are expired but we still havebave our
strength time to build comfortable
houseshousa for our families to live in barns
and sheds and to prepare shelsheishelterr for
durstockour stockstocky

I1 find the longer we live in these vaivalval-
leys that theihla range is becoming more
and more destidestitute of grass the grass
is not only eaten up by the great
amount of stock that feed upon it but
they tramp it out by thevery roots and
where grass once grew luxuriantly there
is now nothing but the desert weed
and hardly a spear of grass is to be seen

between here and the mouth of em-
igration kanyon when our brethren
the pioneers first landed here in 47
there was an abundance of grass overovon
all those benches they were covered
with it like a meadow there is now
nothing but the desert weed the sage
the rabbit brush and sisuehsuch like plants
that make very poor feed for stock be-
ing cut short ofor our range in the way
we have been and accumulating stock
in the we are we have nothing to
feed them with in the winter and t ey
perish thetherere isis no profit in tthisthibis
neither ieih it pleasing in the sightsigh of
god our heavenly father that we
should continue a course of life like
unto this hence in my labors I1 have
exerted an influence as far as I1 have
been able to cultivate less land ingrainin grain
and secure to ourselves meadows that
we might have our hay in the time and
in the season thereof shades for our
stock barns and stables for our horses
and good houses for our families where
they may be made comfortable and
happy and that we may

I1
not be ever-

lasting slaves runningM as it were after
an gnus cua or jaekjackaekack in the lantern
fafollowinglloilng a ffalsefaiseaI1se ilglight but that we may
confine ourselves to a proper and profit-
able course of life I1 do say that a
mans life consi not in the abun-
dance of the things that he possesses
nor upon the vast amount he extends
his jurisdiction over but it consists in
a little well cared for and everything
in order when we confine ourselves
and our labors to small tracts eflandof land
we shall then find time to do every-
thing that is necessary to be done but
if we branch out so largely in plowingpaving
sowing and reaping wewo haveave no time
to make necessary improvements
around our homes and in our cities in

I1 fact we have so much to do that we can
do nothing at all

now I1 speak of these things my

brethren not because that they
aleithe most edifying to you but I1
speak of thematheni because I1 consider that a
temporaltempo iallal salvation is as important as a
spiritual one it isIs salvationsalvat loh in everyeberyvery
respect that we are laboring to obtain
not only to make ourselves comfortable
and happy qasq far as the physical ener-
gies of the body are concerned but
also that the mind should not con-
stantly be on the strain day and night
there should be a little time for relaxa-
tion and rest to both body and mindmina
that while ourdur bodies are resting the
mind may be fresh to plan and arrange
for our personal comfort and how to
make everything snug and tidy around
us how much more agreeable is life
when everything is in order and good
regulation is maintained in and around
ourbur homes and cities this is what I1
have endeavored in my weak way to
instill into the minds of the saints in
some instances I1 havechave been successful
and where men have adopted the course
I1 hayehave suggested they have invariably
borne tetestimonystimon inin its favor I1 would
rather have hahalff a dozed cows in the
winter and have them well taken care
of than to have twenty and have four-
teen of them dedie for want of feed and
proper attention which would leave me
only six I1 would rather only have the
six to begin with then I1 would not
have the mortification of seeing so
manyintine suffer and die in the present
condition of the ranges we cannot in-
dulge in the hope of raising such large
herds of stocstock as we have done hereto-
fore but we have got to keep about
what will serve us and take care of
them well theilthell we can enjoy ourselves
and we are not the authors of misery to
any partof creation

we are trying to get into this way it
is a slow operation and it seemsseeing that
mens inordinate desire for wealth and
extensive possessions is hard to over-
come they hate to be limited thoitheythoy
think their fields are not large enoufenough
for their strength but it is a good thing
to have a little strength on hand all thoth
time and not let out the very last linklinka
because there be anun emergency
that would really require it if we
drive a pair of horses all the time at
their utmost speed they are soonboon wornwom
out and if you want to make a trip
very speedily you cannot do it your
animals are run- down you have not
husbandedhusbanded their strength and they are
not capable of performing the journey
douyouyou wish whereasW if they are properlyy
driven judiciously fed and their
strength properly husbandedhusbandedhusbandedbanded when you
want to make a sudden dash you havellave
ahethe power to do it we are not unlike
in this respect to other portions of the
animal creation perhaps I1 havebave said
enough upon this subject

we have had our difficulties to en-
counter in the south it has not all been
sunshine and fair weather with us but
we have got along as well as we could
perhaps that is saying too much it is
sayingsa ig a good deal I1 do not know that
I1 taigaidaree say it I1 look back frequently
upon my past lifeilfe and find many places
that I1 think I1 could have bettebetteredrediredl but
were I1 to live my life over again I1 do
notknow that I1 could do any differently
I1 will however let thethathelastpast taketako care
of itself and for the future seek to do
the will of god and keep myself in sub-
jection to it

JLI have no objections to men
wisdom and learning from books I1

whether old or new that is all right
and good enoughh but I1 cconsider0 it isis
bettebetterr to have theche spirit 0f god incuridour
hearts that we may know the truth
when we hear it anand not only know it
when we hear itt butut be capable by that
spirit of brinbringinggi forth things that we
never heard I1 feel that it is our privi-
lege brethren and sisters to have this
principle dwelling within us and when
I1 see men laboring through books
ancient and modern to find but little
that is good I1 am reminded of those
who run over 40 acres of land in a4 super-
ficial manner and only reap a little
when a smallsmail quantity ofrearlandand wellweliwellweil
watered and wellwen cultivated would be
sure to yield a rich harvest

a in
relation to our position we look back
to the days of abraham and we con-
sider him toio be a great man truly liehe
was a great mantman he was among the
first of great men in this world accord-
ing to our limited knowledge there
were great men before his day buthut we
are not so well acquainted with the
revelations gigivenaven previous to hihis time
nor with the men that lived before him
as we are with abraham and with the
revelations given to him and to prophets
subsequent to his time the lord
called him away from the worship of
idols telling him to separate himself
andawogo into a land he would show him
hee wass guided by that spirit that al-
ways guides aright so helid come into the

andland of canaan the lord toldfold him
to0 look I1 northward and southardsouthward and
eastwards and westward for all the land
which thou seestsoest to thee will I1 give it
andmd to thy seed forever and I1 will
nakemake thy seed as the dust of the earth
so30 that if a man can number the dust of
the earth then shall thy seed also bi
numbered the lord promised to
make him a great ruler a prince and
the father orffieof the faifalfaithfulahful I1 want to ask
the latter day saints if the field isi not
wide enough and if it is not the good
will of our father in heaven to make
abrahams of every faithful man of god
that livesilyes on the earth at this day ifftifit
is not according to the loving kindkindnessnes
olourof our heavenly father to bless every
faithful man of god as he blessed i

abraham it seems so to me abra-
ham

i

had several wives and he halhad
children is not the same blessing ex-
tended

I1

to us that ifit abraham was to
be a prince and a ruler and his posterity
become numerous may we not iffarthif faith-
ful to our god and to our covenants be
as abraham shall there be any end I1

to our posterity mayway they not be as
numerous as the stars in the firmament i

and as the sands upon the sea shore
abraham maybe inin advance of us he 1

lived in an earlier period but we are
following up in the same track alt-
hough we may not be called upon to
yield up an only son as abraham was i

yet mamay we not enjoy through faithful-
ness methe blessings and honors and
privileges that he did I1 see nothing
in the way of it I1 believe it is accord-
ing to the goodness and generosity and
loving kindness of our father in
heaven now the jews boasted that
they were the literal descendants of
abraham and notwithstanding their
unrighteousness stubbornness of heart
blindness of mind and unbelief they
considered themselves heirs to all the
promises made unto abraham and a
distinguished and honored people
jesus came to them and taught and
instructed them and would have saved
them but they would not allow him to
bobe their savior hence liehe ssaidsaldd 0jerusalem jerusalem thou that gillestgillest
the prophets and soonest them which
are sent unto thee how often would I1
have gathered thy children together
even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings and yeYO would not
the savior began to reason with them
on one occasion they answered andrind
said unto him abraham is our father
jesus saith unto them if yo were i

abrahams children yetre would do the i

works of abraham ye are of your
father the devil and the lusts of youryour
father ye will hoiboido he wasawaa murderer i

from the beginning and abodeabodL not in ii

the truth because there is no truth in
him etc now they are the people to i

whom the promises were made of
whom it is said they should be kemem t

bared forever and chattoothat too with loving
kindness and favor it was understood i

that they would be chastenedchasteneychastened if they 1

i went astray but the lord would always
remember them on account of their
fathers

whythythey that are the children of abnaabra i

ham do0 the works of abraham what
did abraham do the spirit of the
lord came upon him and the voice of
the lord was heard by him and when
the lord commanded him he obeyed I1

when he was commanded to offer up
his only sonbon nis darling isaac he pre-
pared to do so abrahamabrahami no doubt
feltrelt all the sympathies of a kindheartedkind hearted
father but still the voice of god to him
was paramount to all things else and iihe laid his son tiponupon the altar audand was
about to slay him and while the knife
was aimed at the life of the ladad showing
that abraham was fully bent to do the
will of god and follow out the instruc-
tions giyengiven him an angels voice from
on high said abraham spare thy son
I1 have tried and proved you now iI1
havehavethethe evidence that you will not
withhold anything from me there is a
ram in the thicket take him and oneroffer

I1 him up instead and isaac was aceeacceacceptedacceptedEtedin a figure andand was saved abraabrahamam
went on in obedience to the require-
ments of heaven and faltered not
Nnowow ththenen if we will do the works of
abraham weare the children of abra-
ham the natural seed ofabraham re-
jected the of mercy and it was
said of them reprobate silver shall
men call them because the lord hath
rejected them again paul says
for he is not a jew which is one out-

wardly neither is that circumcision
which is outward in the flesh their
true line of connection with abraham
wasvaswas broken because of unbelief and
heaven regarded it no more but here
bis a new institution hence says jesus
except a man be born again he cannot
seethesee the kingdom of god and except a
man be born of water andband of the spirit
hebe cannot enter into the kingdom of
god to be born again ibeife necessary to


