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REMARKS,

ﬂﬂm ORSON HYDE, in the Bou

#. N L m’ M__;_ erence, (kﬁlq ?ﬂl, 1865,
' 'REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

By the request and permission of my
brethren, I have the pleasure of rising
up in the midst of the Saints to say a
few words to you this morning. I feel
very thankful to the Lord our that
I still have a name and a place amon
His people, that I am permitted to meet
with them in General Conference, to
speak of the goodness of our Father in
- heaven, and to join in worship with
the general assembly of the Church of
&od. We are favored, truly, with fine
weather; this is not only a‘great bless-
img to us, but it is a great blessing to
eur friends and brethren who are jour-
neying on the plains to join us in our
localities here. : | X

First and foremost, brethren and sis-
ters, I will day that, on Thursday even-
ing I arrived in this city from the
south—from my field of labor. As I
eame near the borders of the city, I
same in contact with a very disagreea-
ble smell, arising from. the decomposi-
tion of some animal that had been
hauled out on the outside to remove the
anisance from the city. When I pass-
ed 4 certain line I entered the city and |
beheld shade trees and fruit trees laden
with fruit, and experienced with de-
light the a.gfeeable odor from the ripen-
ing fruit. The contrast was as agreea-
ble as it was great. It immed 9&1;@1;!;JI
eccurred to my mind that our brethren
who are crossing the plains mighteome
in contact with dead bodies that had
been removed from among the Saints,
I mean dead as to the spiritual life of
(od in them, for they must of necessity
eome in contact with these ere the
could reach the city of the Saints.
believe that the evil things that could
be said of the Saints are said around
the borders; and those that are coming
here to find 2 home have these things
to encounter, that are quite disagreeable;
and it requires not a little perae:*eei’;ma
and faith to force their W&g th %:h
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and to arrive here untarnis

evil that meets them on the way. But
when they can come with the Spirit of
the Lord—with the Spirit of the Saints
in them—they forget all those disagree-
able things on the borders, and theix
minds are charged with a heavenly in-
flnence, when they find themselves
among the Saints here in peace and in

truth,

Five years ago, the 10th of last June,
I left this city to bestow my labors in
another part of the heritage of our God,
in the county generally known as that
of Sanpete. At thetime I went there,
there were six efficient settlements, the
Mrgest of which would not ‘exceed 125
or 130 'families. Aeccording to the
ability which the Lord has given me,
in connection with my brethren who
have been laboring more or less with
me, the industry of the Saints, and the
blessings of the Lord, the settlements
have now increased to fifteen in num-
ber. They advanced southward until
it was deemed expedient and necessary
in the Legislature of last winter to or-

ize two new counties, namely, the

vier county, and Piute county. The
land in these counties that is suscepti-
ble of cultivation is mostly occupied
with seftlements, which, in several
laces in these new cuuntfeﬁ, are quite
arge.

e have had some difficulties to en-
counter, and all those who are acquaint-
ed with the establishment of new set-
tlements in new localities are not igno-
rant that there is always more or less
difficulty to contend with, especially
when they are so. remote from what
may be termed headquarters, or from
the sources of aid and succor. We have
enjoyed, generally, very good health;
we have had some liftle sicknessamong
children, and several have died.

There is a geod deal of ambition
among our people to cultivate a great
quantity of ground, the result of which |
18, that we cultivate our lands lioorlry in

uld if we
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comparison to what we wo
were contented with a smaller area, and
would eonfinhe our labors to it. We
have found seme difficulty with regard
to water, and complaints have been
made about a scareity of water in many
places, when, indeed, I suppose the
Lord has apportioned the water to the
amount of land He intended should be
cultivated. I do not think that these
things are passed over unnotieed by
Him without some kind of arrange-
ment or caleculatlon. He understands
perfectly well what the elements are
. capable of producing, and how many of
His pe‘g_}ale may be established here or
there with profit and with advantage.
I have labored most industriously since

I have acquired a little experience my-

in | land; for

self, to induce my brethren to direct
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their energies upon smaller tracts of

have noticed where men
would attem&:t to mgé a erop off fo

acres of land that they ecould not get
their crops in in season, and frequen

the frost came early and destroyed a
great portion of them. This is bestow-
ing our labor for that which does not
profit. Now, would it not be better to

confine our energies to a small tract of
land, put in our crops in due season,

g | have ample time to do it, do it well,

and then it would only require one-half
or one-third the amount of water to
mature them, and they would mature
in advance of the frost. |

I do not know how it is in other sec-
tions of the country, but I presume it is
more or less with them like the cireum-
stances I will relate. I have known
men, single handed, attempt to raise
twenty-five and thirty acres of grain,
when it is more than any oné man can
well do; the result is, they find them-
selves troubled to get the water, they
run from break of day until dark at
night, wearing themselves out; and
with all they can do they cannot be-
stow that attention upon their fields
which they need, and they only get
from eighteen to twenty bushels of
wheat to the acre. When men have
confined themselves to ten acres of
land, having plowed it well the season
before, all the foul weeds killed out
and the soil left ¢lean, the geed sown at
an early day in the Spring, and put in
in good order, I have known such fields
to yield from forty to sixty bushels of
good plump wheat to the acre; besides,
when fields are so cultivated less water
is used, the necessary labor can be per-
formed without being hurried, and a
plentiful harvest and golden sheavesre-
ward the toil of the laborer.

This season in all probability our
crops will fall short of other years some
thirty thousand bushels of wheat, by
reason of the early frosts. While I re-

ret this loss I am happy tosay that
there is plenty of good wheat in the
Erﬂ,narg, or in the Egypt of Utah; and

think the logs this year through early i

frosts will aid very much in enforcin
the principles which I have endeavore
to advance, namely, to confine our
labors to smaller tracts of land and put
inour crops in good time; that while
they are growing luxuriantly and yield-
ing bountifully, filling our bins with
golden grain, we are not worn out with
toil before the days allotted to us to live
are expired, but we still have our
strength, time to build comfortable
houses for our families to live in, barns
and sheds, and to prepare shelter for
our stock. |
I find the longer we live in these val
leys that the range is becoming more
and more destitute of grass; the grass
is' not only eaten up by the great
amount of stock that feed upon it, but
they tramp it out by the very roots; and
where grass once grew luxuriantly there
is now nothing but the desert -weed,
and hardly a spear of grassis to be seen.
Between here and the mouth of Em-
igration kanyon, when our brethren,
the Pioneers, first landed here in ’47,
there was an abundance of grass over
all those benches; they were covered
with it like a meadow. There is now
nothing but the desert weed, the sage,
the rabbit-brush and such like plants
that make very poor feed for stock. Be-
ing cut short of our range in the wa
we have been, and accumulating stoc
in the way we are, we have nnthin%]tu
feed them with in the winter and they

perish. There is no profit in this,
neither is it pleasing in the sight of
God our Heavenly Father that we

should continue a course of life like
unto this. Hence, in my labors I have
exerted an influence, as far as I have
been able, to cultivate less land in grain
and secure to ourselves meadows that
we might have our hay in the time and
in the season thereof, shades for our
stock, barns and stables for our horses,
and good houses for our families, where
they may be made comfortable and
happy, and that we may not be ever-
lasting slaves, running, as it were, after
an ignus fatuas or jack in the lantern,
following a false light; but that we may
confine ourselves to a 1;1'::3}& and profit-
able course of life. ® o say, that a
man’s life consisteth not in the abun-
dance of the things that he possesses,
nor upon the vast amount he extends
his jurisdiction over, but it consists in
a little well cared for, and everything
in order. When we confine ourselves
and our labors to small tracts of land,
we shall then find time to do every-
thing that is necessary to be done; but
if we branch out so largely in plowing,
sowing and reaping, we have no time
to make necessary improvements
around our homes and inour cities. In
fact we have so much to do that we can
do nothing at all.

Now I speak of these things my

1 v . ,
brethren, not because I think that thei-
are the most edifying to you, but I

apesk'ﬂltheni l::ﬁﬂllﬂﬂ dio ider ?t:at a
temporal salvation is as important as a
spimm nn:f -Ith Eﬁﬂﬁ’g in every |

respect that we are laboring to obtain,
not only to make ourselves comfortable
and ha {oy, so far as the physical ener-
gies of the body are concerned, but,
also, that the mind should not con-
stantly be on the strain day and night.
‘There should be a little time for relaxa-
tion and -rest to both body and mind,
that while our bodies are resting the
mind may be fresh to plan and arrange
for our personal comfort and how to
make everything snug and tidy around
us. How much more agreeable is life
when everything is in order and guud
regulation is maintained in and around
our homes and cities. Thisis what 1
have endeavored in my weak way to
instill into the minds of the Saints. In
some instances I have been successful,
and where men haveadopted the course
I haye sugﬁf]sted. they have invariably
borne test ur;f in its favor. I would
rather have half a dozerd eows in the
winter,.and have them well taken care
of, than te have twenty and have four-
teen of them die for want of feed and
proper attention, which would leave me
only six, I would rather only havethe
six to begin with, then I would not
have the mortification of seeing 8o
many suffer and die. In the present
condition of the ranges, we cannot in-
dulge in the hope of raising such large
herds of stock as we have done hereto-
fore; but we have got to keep about
what will serve us, and take care of
them well; then we ean enjoy ourselves,
and we are not the authors of misery to
any part of creation, -
e are trying to get into this way; it
is a slow operation, and it seems that
| men’s inordinate desire for wealth and
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land of Canaan. The Lord told him
to look ‘‘northward and southward and
eastward and westward; for all the land
which theu seest to thee will I give it,
and to thy seed forever., And I will
make thy seed as the dust of the earth:
so that if a man can number the dust of
the earth, then shall thy seed also L&
numbered.” The Lord promised 1o
make him a great ruler, a prince and
the father of the faithful. I wanttoask
the Latter-day Saints if the field is not
wide enough, andif it is not the good
will of our Father in heaven to make
Abrabams of every faithful man of God
that lives on the earth at this day?—ir it
is not acco to the loving kindness
of our Heavenly Father to bless every
faithful man of God as He blessad
Abraham?—it seems so to me. Abra-
ham had several wives and he hal
children; is not the same blessing ex-
tended tous? Thatif Abraham was 1o
be a prince and a ruler,and his posterity
become numerous, may we not, iffaith-
ful to our God and to our covenants, be
as Abraham? Shall there be any end
to our posterity? May they not be as
numerous as the stars in the firmament,
and as the sands upon the sea shore?
Abraham may be in advance of us; he
lived in an earlier period; but we are
following up in the same track, Al-
though we may not be called upon to
yield up an only son, as Abraham was,
yet may we not enjoy through faithful-
ness the blessings and honors and

rivileges that he did? I see nothing

n the way of it. I believe it is accord-
ing to the goodness and generogity and
loving kindness of our Father in
heaven. Now the Jews boasted that
they were the literal descendants of
Abraham, and notwithstanding their
unrighteousness, stubbornness of heart,
blindness of mind and unbelief, they
considered themselves heirs to all the

extensive possessions is hard to over-
come. They hate to be limited; th
think their fields are not large enoug
for their strength; but it is a good thing
to have a little stre

time, and net let out the very last link,
because there might be an emergency
that would really require it. 1f we
drive a pair of horses all the time at
their utmost speed they are soon worn
out; and if you want to make a trip
| very speedily you ecannot do it, your
animals are mw down, you have not
husbanded their atrengfh and they are
not capable of performing the journey

ou wish: whereas if the

iven, judiciously f
strength properly huabanded, when you
want to make a sudden dash you have
the power to do it. We are nof unlike,
in this respect, to other portions of the
animal creation. Perhaps I Lave said
enough upon thissubject.

We have had our difliculties to en-
counter in the south; it has not all been
sunshine and fair weather with us, but
we have got along as well as we could.
Perhaps that is saying too much, it is
saying a good deal; I do not know that
I dare say it. I look back frequently
upon my past life and find many places
that I think I could have bettereds but
were I to live my life over dalga.in I do
not know that I could do any differently.
I will, however, let the past take care
of itself, and for the future seek to do
the will of God and keep myself in sub-
jection to it. | :

I have no objections to men obtaining
wisdom and learming from books,
whether old or new; that is all right
and good enough; but I consider jtis
better to have the Spirit of God in‘our
hearts, that we may know the truth
when we hear it, and not only know it |
when we hear it, but be capable by that
Spirit of bringing forth things that we
never heard. I feel that it is our privi-
lege, brethren and sisters, to have this

rinciple dwelling within us; and when
f see men laboring through books,
ancient and modern, to find but little
that is good, I am reminded of those
who run over 40 acres of land in asuper-
ficial manner, and only reala a little
when a small - uantity of land well
watered and well cultivated would be
sure to yield a rich harvest. _

I want to speak afew words now In
relation to our position. We look back
to the days of Abraham, and we con-
sider him to be a great man; truly he
was a great man, he was among the
first of great men in this world, accord-
ing to our limited knowledge. There
were great men before his day, but we
are not so well acquainted with the
revelations given previous to his time,
nor with the men that lived before him,
as we are with Abraham, and with the
revelations given to him and to g}rﬂ hets
subsequent to his time. The Lord
called him away from the worship of
idols, telling him to seéparate himself
and go into a land He would show him.
He was guided by that Spirit that al-
ways guides aright, so he come into the

ot thefs |
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romises made unto Abraham, and o
istinguished and honored people.
Jesus came to them, and taught and
instrueted them, and would have saved

ngth on hand all the | them, but they would not allow him to

be -their Savior; hence he said, “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which
are sent unto thee, how often would |
have gathered thy ehildren together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens
undeér her wings, and ye would not'”’
| The Savior began to reason with them
on one occasion, they answered and
said unto him, Abraham is our father.
Jesus saith unto them, “If ye were
Abraham’s children, ye would do the
works of Abraham. Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will &u; he was"® murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in
the truth, because there is no truth in
him,” ete. Now they are the people to
whom the promises were made, of
whom it is said they should be remem-
bered forever, and that too with loving-
kindness and favor. It wasunderstood
that they would be chastened if they
went astray, but the Leord would alwayvs
remember them on aecount of their
ers.

that are the children of Abra-
the works of Abraham. What
did Abraham do? The Spirit of the
Lord ecame upon him, and the voice of
the Lord was heard by him, and when
the Lord commanded him he obeyed;
when he was commanded to offer up
his only son, his darling Isaac, he pre-
ared to do so. Abraham, no doubt,
elt all the sympathies of a kind-hearted
father, but still the veice of God to him
was paramount to all things else, and
he laid his son upon the altar #hd was
about to slay him; and while the knife
was aimed at the life of thelad, showing
that Abraham was fully bent to do the
will of God, and fellow out the instruc-
tions given him, an angel’s veice from
on high, said, Abraham spare thy son;
I have tried and proved you, now I
have the evidence that you will not
withhold anything from me; there is
ram in the thicket, take him and oiler
him up instead; and Isaae was acceptel
in a figure and was saved. Abm}nun
went on in obedience to the require-
ments of Heaven and faltered mot.
Now then, if we will do the works of
Abraham we'are the children of Alia-
ham. The natural seed of Abraham re-
jected the offers of mercy, and it was
said of them, ‘‘Reprobate silver shall
men call them, because the Lord hath
rejected them.” Again, Paul says,
‘“‘For he isnot a Jew, which is one out-
wardly; peither is that ecirecumecision,
which is outward in the flesh.” Their
true line of connection with Abraham
was broken because of unbelief, and
Heaven regarded it no more. But heve
is a new institution, hence says Jesus
excegt a man be born ‘again he cannot
see the kingdom of God, and except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit
he cannot enter into the kingdom of
(God. To be born again is necessary to

|




