the forces of nature bring about thede
greatnatuml results, and there can

be no . deviation from it. I

v that it bappens so he-
eause God I8 there. Itis God's Imnd
that turne i+ machipery of the

universe, and keeps it all in time. You
look at the timetable which a railroad
company has put out for the manage-
ment of the road and the ‘information
of the traveling public. and you see
that the traiu is due to leave n certain
gtation at, say 12 o’slock and I5
minutes, You want to take that train,
You look at your watch and see just
how much time you have, and you go
there to the depol expecting the train

to be there and to leave just as it is
gald it will, and it dues leave. And
why? Not because of any
chance; not because the rail-
road system 18 go. perfected that
every train will move iteelf; but

because thereis intelligence there at
work; because there i# power and
authority, and every man must keep
his place, and every intelligence muat
move as it is directed. Mora certain,
then,are the forees of nature.God moves
in themzreat universe, and His purposes
enn never fajil. Not one of God’s plans
ja for & moment behind-—always on
time. It is because God is there.

Now, the one great truth which
brings to our souls such abundant cum-
fort and gives toue such a sense of ge-
curity is that the God of the material
universe is the God who cares for our
solils and plans for our spiritual devel-
opment. And that is God’s kingdom
apd power over this world — His
authority. Why, you say Lhere iz an
authority In the laws of nature; that
is, you cannot direct them. ~You
cannot plant vour corn in the
gqutumn and gather the harvest from
it. You must remember Lhat nature
must be obeyed. While just as cer-
tainly must God be obeyed, it our souls
would grow, We must put the seeds of
truth into our hearts if we would gath-
er the harvest, the splritual blessing.
Now, in thia senee it is8 a kingdom—
God?’s power, God’s authority in this
world, and the kingdom which we
have in the bistoryin the Bible. To
this kingdom, then, along tbe line of
its history,belong the wonderful events
of the past—those events which show
ue the linking together ot the forces of
nature and the spiritual forcea for the
development of our souls, for the safety
of the soul. We have here the miracles
of God. We have his wonderful power
manifested toward man. Wa have that
wonderful wisdom of God which seems
to find response, and ready respoure,
in the hearts of those who willingliy
receive the truth of God. od
hae not loved His people in this
world alone. But we find thirto be
true, that there are multitudes of peo-
ple who have rebelled against the law
of God. They are outof harmouy with
the spiritual kingdom. They have
sinned against God, and have put
themselves as aliens outside the King-
Jom of God. These are serving them-
pelver. They are gerving Satan. They
are serving the world. And the ex-

ression that is used concerning them
je‘’'the world, the flesh, and thedevil,”?
ag helonging to the kingdom outside
the Kingdom of God. And whon men
are serving the world; when they are
rerving themselves; when they are
serving the devll, they are outside of
the Kingdom of God.

Now in the Kingdom of God is
authority; and men love that authoer-
ity. Thoy lrve to feel the security of
it. Why, it has come about, because of
sin in'this world, hat those who belong
to the Kingdom of God ure here like
the great father of people, in the land
of an enemy, perhaps. They nre here
as poldiera away frum the center of the
government—the outposts, perhaps;
and around about them are enemies on
every hand, apd they know that. But
they know that God will care for them,
as the soldiers of any nation ikhow that
the nation which sent them out will
care for them it a foreign country as if
they were at home. God eaye thaf He
will care for His own. Solomon says:
“The name of the Lord is a strong
tower: the righteous runneth into it,

and i8 safe;” and Luther, catel-
ing up the, thought and put-
ting it Into hia own experiences,

exclaimed, ‘A stronyg tower ls our
God;?* and he felt it when going to the
Diet of Worms, called there by duty to
God and humanity. He saya, I
would go, though all thetilez on aill the
bouses should econceai devils to hinder
me on the way,” But God was with
him. God cared for himm. ‘A nd though

they must be in the world, whiile not

of i1; though Christ’s prayer was not
that thou shouldst take them out of
the world, but that thou shouldet keep
them from the evll, God cares for His
own wherever they are. Oneof old eald,
**He suffered not man to do them
wrong; yea, he rebuked kings for their
sake,” saying,“Touch not mine anoint-
ed, and do my prophets no bharm.?
God caree for them. He waiches over
them. He strengthens, He sustaine
them.

Now then, in this way God’s King-
dom is felt. You know Kngland has
her soldiers all over the world. Eng-
land boaats of the fact that every-
where, on all the seas, where the u: ion
jack may be peen, the power of Eng-
land must be felf. Qur own mnation,
younger in its history, without quite
80 much of whigh to boast around tne
world, yet lets its flag floal every-
where, in all the natione of the earth,
and our nation says to the citizens of
this nation, “*We will protect you at
home beneath the stars und stripes and
if duty, il pleasure, if anything that is
right ashall call you to f{oreign
lands, we will protect y u there??
And so it comes about that wherever
the flai of our nation floats, men who
can claim American citizenship claim
the protection of that flag, and they
never claim it in vain. A stery is told
something like thie: In a certain land,
foreign to both England and America,
tbe English apd the American
mlnisters were there at the court, aud
it seems that pome man had been con-
victed, and the KEnglish and the
A merican ministers helieved that the
man ought not to be pualshed, that
there was somaethlng wrong in the coun-
viecting of this man—that he was not
guilty; but the government had coun-
demned him to death. The day came

wheuy he was to be executed.
The English and American min-
isters  had labored long to have

his pardon granied, or something that
in some way the punishment might
not be inflicted, but all in vain. The
prisoner wae led out to the place of ex-
ecution. The officers were all ready to
do the deed and put the man to death;
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apd when it was almost time for the
a2Xeculion to take place—and yet-these
ministers of England and A merica had
not succeeded in securing the pardon
of this man, the Euglish minister, tak-
ing the flag of England,went up to the
sondemped manand wrapped the Hag
around him, sand eaid, “Who shoots
that man shoonte Eungland?e flag, and

Eupgland is behind her flag.’”’ The
American minister, unfolding the
gtars and stripes, went up to the’

enndemned man and Wwrapped Lhe
stars and stripes around him, saying,:
'"Who shoots that flag must answer to
the United States of A merica for the
Jeed.?”?” And the man wassaved. Al
over this great world, wherever @lod’a
children are found, those loyal to the
Kingdom of God, God himself wrapsa
about them that banner of divine love,
and who touches that touches God,and
must answer to God for *his deed. I
would not say that no chiid of God
ihall ever fall by the hand of an ene-
my. It may be; but if he falis, the
angels pf God are there to bear
2im away In  triumph to his
heavenly home.  Christ eaid,
““Fear not those who have power to kill
the body; but fear him rather who hath
power to destroy both sou] and body
in hell.??

Now, then, God takes care of His
own, as the nations of thie earth take
zareof their citizens. And 8o we say
thatthis is the Kingdom of God, that
it 12 right to call it a kingdom, because
there belongs to itthe things of a king-
dom.

Now, then, God eends us out intothe
world to congquer the world. Oh, that
is why so many are afraid. Oh, they
sny, “*Yen, that is different; you are
going out to conquer the world.” Yes,
in the name of (Gud. 'This earth ie to
be conquered. The Kingdom of Qo
is to triumph ou the face of the
earth; and that kingdom is a king-
dom of love, of righteousness of
truth. A nd remember this, that when
the Son of God came to this earth
God manifest in the flesh, Jesus of
Nt zsreth, His coming was announced
by the angels of heaven, when they
sang, ‘‘I’'eace on earth, good will o
rmaen.”’ Oh! that angelic gholr, singing
that wonderful song of love, of peace,
of good will. And see how the history
of the Kingdom of Gnd bearsout that
wnuderful song which ushered inthe
coming of our Lord. You remember,
ap you are familiar with history, that
when the Apnstles and thelr converts
began preaching the new way, parse-
cutjon arose il once, and men were put
to death for their faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Secular hialory tells us
that for three centuries these persecu-
tione continued, mostly from Rome—
the pitterness of the empires of this
world agninst the loveliness, and
truth, and peace of the Kingdom of
heaven. But not a sword was raised
by the followers of Christ in their
defense. Not o sword was raised
against the persecutors anywhere
Why, the hietorian tells us tha
in ditferent parts of the Romnn empire
thatthe governors, the magistrates and
the rulers in these meveral provincea
were asged about what they were
doingfto put down the newway—thatis,
to crush out the Christlane. They re-
poried, some of them thies, and some ot
them that; but all of them eaid, these
are a peaceable people; they are doing



