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sunday august ii after breakfast
mr wm wilson the chief engineer of
the nausori sugar mill placed me on a
cane truck and called on two indians to
act as propeller and off we started for
na two and three fourth
miles distant the poor fellows ran
their best at least a part of the way
endeavoring to give me a good ride
which was pleasant throughout for me
the road bed built to conduct the sugar
cane from the vast plantation fields to
the mill passing through the central
apart of the fields na con-
sists of a cluster of houses located on
a hill which serves as quarters for one
of the plantation overseers and a largelar e

number of coolies and indians itat
this place I1 met according to appoint-
ment made the previous evening mr
eardley J mare one of the plantation
overoverseerssaers and charles J morey a man
who has spent twenty fiveanve years in fiji
and understands the native language al-
mott

al-
most to perfection with these two
gentlemen I1 started out on a four mile
walk through a hilly country covered
with a dense tropical forest in the direc-
tion of bauban the old native capital of

I1 on the road we passed a point
where a pitched battle was fought many
years ago between two tribes or nations
of fijiansFijiansinin which the side commanded
by ththe mgking of bau were victorious and
killed about eight of their enemies
whose bodies they took with them to
the island otof bauban where they cooked
and devoured them in regular cannibal
style

at the end of our walk we found our-
selves in the native village of namatabamata
which is pleasantly situated on the bank
of a river or very wide creek called wai
namatabamata here we were well received
and treated to luncheon in the house of
ruta marikamanka who was once a great chief
and also a judge under the colonial
government he is a stout well built
maniman witti a dignified bearing and a very
intelligentintellirut look for a fijian he also
occupies the largest house in the villavillagee
and has an interesting family Vhee
could not tell us how old he was but
said that he hadbad a beard when the
missionaries first arrived in the islands
jinin 1835 he and his people seemed to
leeleel quite proud oi01 their little new church
which hadbad recently been built upon the
hill top immediately behind the village
upon which I1 showed him a picture of
the salt lake city temple and a sample
of the rock of which it is built and had
mr morey explain the nature and size
olof the building to him he seemed
astonished as if he had never known
before that buildings of such dimensions
existed in the world he also for the
first time in his life heardbeard the name of
utah and the mormonscormons mentioned and
wanted to know if I1 and my people
were christians our ex-
plained to him that I1 also cater christ-
ianity in its primeval purity and preach-
ed the gospel exactly the same as it had
been preached by christ and hisbis apos-
tles in ancient days this seemed
please him very much and I1 only wis
ed that I1 had possessed a knowledge

his language so that I1 might have given
him further explanations at the chiefs
house we also met ratu Tuise vura the
district doctor who is a grandson of old
king Ca kobau he decided to accom-
pany us to bau where his father the
headbead chief of fiji still resides

we next hired a boat with four stout
youngxoung fellows to row it and down the
riverriver down the river it went merrily for
the rowers seemed to be in the best of
humor and broke out into hearty peals
olof laughter whenever they noticed any-
thing in the movements olof their passen-
gers or surroundings which pleased them
at length after rounding several points
and bends in the river we reached the
ocean when our jolly oarsmenoarsman pulled
straight for the island of bau which we
reached about 2 p nl about
three miles from where we got into the
boat we were met at the landing by
quite a number of natives whose curi-
osity had been somewhat aroused at
seeing three white men nearing their is
land town

soon after landing we met mr A J
small the wesleyan methodist minister
residing here and his wife they were
going off to fill an appointment on a
neighboring island I1 had a hurried and
quite interesting conversation with mr
small who told me that the wesleyan
methodists had adherents on the
group to whom nine white missionaries
and a large number olof natives were
discoursing the word of god every

sabbath ten white missionaries were
the number allotted to the group but
one of their number had died quite
recently so thorough has been the
labors of the wesleyanswesleyannWesle on fiji that
there is not a village on the whole group
which is not included in their field of
operation the headquarters of the
wesleyan mission are at the native town
of navolouNavoloa sitsituateduabed at the mouth of one
of the outlets of the rewa riversriver about
eight miles from bau mr small ex
pressed hisbis dislike for the catholics who
were a continued menace to the labors
of the wesleyanswesleyannWesle as they were follow-
ing in their track nearly everywhere
sowing the seed otof discord and dispute
as he said among the natives

bau is a little island with an area of
about twenty five acres lying less than
half a mile off the east coast of viti
levu it consists of a small round
tapped hill with a rim of flatbat land three
parts around itait a very narrow rim at
the side but running out like the peak
of a cap into a goodod building level on
the northeast theahe mission premises
occupy the hill top the native houses of
the town with their tiny gardens trees
and small water holes are all on the dat
the wesleyan methodist church a rock
building with an iron roof is also situat-
ed on the flat but right at the foot of
the hill the flat portion of the island
is artificial the natives perhaps cen-
turies ago having brought the soil from
the main land the hill rises to an
height of about fifty feet above the sea
level there is nothing on the hill ex-
cept the missionary buildings and the
grave of king I1 Cakobau pronounced

the village on the flat
consists of nearly fifty native houses
built very irregularly with narrow alley
ways between them and surrounding
the raised square on which formerlylorr

stood the heathen temple before the
portals of which so many poor fijians
in bygone years ended an inglorious ex
istance by having their brains dashed
out upon a large stone which still
occupies a prominent position at the tootfoot
otof the great pedestal after being killed
they were eaten by their countrymen
bau sustains the proud distinction of
being the scene of more cannibalism
than any other spot on the nianfijian is-
lands tradition says that on one
occasion when the king otof bau returned
from a victorious warfarewar fare against the
tribes in the mountain reregionsg ions of viti
levu the dead bodies 0off theirhei r enemies
were piled up in a long row about six
feet high and the whole nation who
obeyed the king of bau were invited
to a grand cannibal feast on the island

we spent about three hours on the
island of bauban during which we visited
all the points of interest among which
the old heathen temple site was one of
the most important the pedestal on
which the temple once stood is well
preservedpreserved and stands about ten feet
above the level of the ground surround
ing it the historic etione on which so

i many heads were crushed in times past
ishillis still there and mr john abraman a
native of england and the only mer-
chant of bau who was with us related
some extravagant stories about old
fijian cannibal times associated with
bau and the heathen temple these
however I1 do not feel disposed to give
to the readers of the at present
but will merely say that the last carni
bal tragedy enacted on ban according to
the best memory was associated with a
visit of some very high native dignitaries
to the court of bauban the king who de
Ssiredired to show extra honors to his dis-
tinguished guests sent his men out to
secure long pipig9 for the occasion and
these men seeing a number of women
fishing on the island a short distance
went and captured eight of them forced
themtham up to the temple front killed
them on the rock above mentioned and
then delivered their bodies to the cooks
who prepared them for the great can-
nibal least which follows

we also called on the old chief ratu
edeli who is the eldest living
son of king he is a very
stout and muscular built man un-
usually dark skinned for a fijian wears
a heavy mustache and side whiskers and
looked at first cross enough to eaieat a
man even at this late day I1 induced
him to give me his autograph but he
seemed too tired to get the ink so he
wrote it with a lead pencil on one of my
bubusiness cards he becamebecame quite in-
terestedte when I1 showed him my salt
lake views and wanted to know if the
navigation was very extensive on that
great american inland sea by way of
reciprocating he showed us a horrid
picture of a cannibal leastfeast which took
place at bau in 1849 it was painted
iromfrom nature by some english sailors who
were visiting the island at the time

we also visited king Cakobaus
daughter in lawa tongan woman ofbf rank
and the relict of the late ratu timed
timothy and mother of the so called

princesses to whom I1 was introduced jain
the native village near suva ayacy in-quest she gave me herpheaoane dubou and ssaid she was hvvhft
eight years old though she mightkvtorfor twenty five she felt highly
when we re erred to her ap-
pearancepearance and that she was ass good


