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itten in this book have conecome fromj for the benefit of mankind but
do not believe that we ought to try

force these things upon anybody
we believebelleci that religionon in instituted
bodd and that men are amenable to

irn and to him only for the exercise
itt unless their religious opinions

amptpt them to infringe upon the rights
id liberties of others but we do not
aeveeve that human law has a right to in
cefereore in prescribing rules of worship to
ad the consciences of men nor dictate
ransa for public or private devotion that
e civil magistrate should restrain
mee budnevbut neverer control conscience pun
aeilt but neverever suppress the freedom

the0 soul
oswewe believe that all religious societies

lavee a right to deal with their members
arr disorderly conduct according to the
alea and regulations of such societies
ovideaV aided that such dealings be for fellow
lp sandd good standing but we do not
lieveeve that any religious society has
dhoritythoerityrity to try men on the right of prop
ty or life to take from them this

ly r apis goods or to put them in jeopardy
0 o either life or limb neither to inflictt
mayY physical punishment upon them
abeyey can only excommunicate

ir society and withdraw from them
gieirear fellowfellowship section 4 10

1I1 read this that our friendsfriend8 present
may have an idea of what we think we

do and what we ought not to do
and to show that if those who belong
to our church transgress the rules of
faee church they can be dealt with for

their fellowship and for that only we
do not believe thatbat we have any right
to deprive them of property we do
mothot believe that we have a right to
punish them physically we do not
believe that we have a right to hatico

myany penalty upon them except it be in
relrelationatlon to their fellowship they can
be suspendedBus from fellowship or they
eancan be excommunicated for transgre-
ssion and that is the end of eursuir power
jnin this church concerning themtham that
Is what we believe that is what we
practice

now then while we claim the right
to do all these things for be
iwasese IQin it we infringe upon the rightsright
ataf no othersra we also extend this eriv
idge to everybody elbeehe and we do nt

it right for any government or
any society or any institution
aoto interfere with that full freedom
and liberty which the lord has
givenven to his creatures we believe
ahatt governments have a right to pun
teh crime we believe that they have a

ight to say what is crime we also
believe in thebe rights of mitiz nsno to con-
test before the courts of their country
everyvery point of difference that they
toay bavenave with the lawmakinglaw making power
botat we believe that governments
ocie ties and institutions should not

try to interfere with religious freedomUwe believe in religious liberty in the
fullest sense of the word not in license

abotat in breaking the laws of our coun
iry not in doing that which is esse-
ntiallyily evil but only in doing that
which tois good and as to the right of
belief we believe that Is of itself free to
everybody we do not believe that
Soverngovernmentsments can interfere with
that if they try sobo when the
constitution of the united states
in its first amendment saye

shall i assasa no law respec-
ting an establishment of relrellisonrelliigloiion or
prohibiting the free axe thereof 11

we thick it means lust what it eay

that it does not simplyaim ply mean the right
of people to believe what seems ilightight
to them people talk about believing
what they please people cannot do
that they cannot believe what they
please I1 bellevobelieve some things that
dondontdonitit please me until I1 get to under
stand them aright I1 disbelieve some
things that would please me only I1
find out they are wrong it is not
what pleases me or what suits me but
that which seems to be right in my
eyes that I1 believe it is true we can
close our eyes to the truth we
can shut up the windows of our
souls as we do sometimes the windows
in our houseshouse and pull down the blinds
to shutoutout the glorious sunlight for
fear of spoiling the carpetscarp etc but if we
let the sunlight itii let the light of the
sun of righteousness penetrate our

we can see and understand that
which is true and that which tois right
it is by closing our eyeseye by loving
darkness rather than light that we
bring ourselves under condemnation
but as a rule people believe that which
8bems right to them we accord that
right to everybody we are struggling
for that ourselves and iinn all that we
have done to battle for the rights of
freedom in religion we have had as
muchmuch in view the rights of our friends
whoho are notcot of ouroar faith as our own
rightsright I1 can say this conscientiously
for the leaders of the latter day
saints I1 am acquainted with them
I1 know their opinions and views in
regard to this matter our desire tois
that all men should be free liberty
shield prevail everyeverywherewhere there is
no bondage in this church there is
no oppression in this church people
are not here and are not kept here by
the power of man they are here as
I1 have told you because they have re-
ceived the truth and the truth has
set them free chefThey have turned their
backs on their native lands they have
left the graves of their father they
have forsaken their relatives antiand their
kindred in distant countries and have
come up here asan the prophet micah
saw they would in the last day into
the tops of the mountains where the
housebouse of the lord I1is8 being reared in
abe latter days that they might learn
of him

but in the last days it shall come to
pass that the mountain of the house of
the lordlord shall be established in the totop
of the mountains and it shall be exalterexalted
above the hills and people shall flow
unto it

and many nationft shall come and
batainacay come and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the lord and to the house of the
god of jacob and he will teach us of
his ways and we will walk in his paths
for the law shall go forth of zion andaad the
word of the lord from jerusalem

they have come here in that spirit
and they are exercising freedom of con
science as far asaa they ureare permitted to
do soBO and they do not any
power has a right to infringe upon
their propertyyAnyany more than they have
a right to interfere with and invade the
property of others in our efforts to
maintain our religious rights and priv-
ilege

privi-
leges we are also battlingg for the
rights of other and we are just as
anxious for the rights of our neighbors
to worship as they see right as for our

in the way that we see right
rhefhe eliud of demarcation between re-
ig ousoua liberty andnd the law for allaji
vanthugsgs must be governiagovernid by law is

this when any man or society or
organization aftemattemptsto to infringe
upon the rights and libertiesiberttes of othersother
then we believe that the secular
law may tepaap in and restrain them so
that there may be liberty foe all not
favors for a few we do not believe
that it tois right to establish a national
church we do not believe it tois the
right of the church to dominate the
state we believe the two institutions
are separate at the same time we
believe that a mans conscience regu-
lated by hisbis rellreligiongibu ought to govern
him in all the affairs of life secular
and religious we do not believe it Jsis
right to do anything that is wrong
we believe that the spirit of god
should be with us in all that we eodo
to guide us in all our affairs that we
should carry the spirit of god into the
workshop into the office into the
field into the kitchen into the dining
room on the mountain top or in the
valley on land or ouon the sep on the
surface of the earth or down in its
bowels wherever we go we believe
that the holy spirit should be in our
heartsheart to guide and direct us in all
that we do and say that we may
be sanctified unto god in our bodies
and our spirits which are hi and
this spirit should affect us in every
affair of life at the same time the
machinery of religion and the ma-
chinery of the state should be kept
separate and apart and it has been so
in there valleys I1 want to say this to
correct ideas that have 9goneone abroad
concerning this matter

when we were a territorial govern-
ment under the auspices of our
leaders we neverestablished anything
tabt would infringe upon the religious
rights f others the religion of the
church and the machinery of the
state were kept apart they are so to-
day if utah were one of the states
of the union church and state would
be separate and distinct just as much
as they are anywhereany where while we be-
lieve that the men who stand at the
head of our church are inspired of
god called of dodbod appointed and or-
dained to minister to us forsbefor the lord
we do not believe that they should
occupy the place of the state or that
the religion that we bold should be es-
tablished as a state religion freedom
to all men freedom to all sects free
dom to all parties tois our motto As
one of our deceased apostles has it in
a hymn that we have in our hymn
beoh

freedfreedomou peacebace and full
abethare tho 9blese inKS

liberty to every nation
every tongue and every creed rt

lieI1 lew testimony to you that I1 know
this murchchurch is the church
chris that it has been built up by the
power of god that god almighty has
revealed ilif thatabat jesus cbchristriot his sonSOD
h 8s manifested Hirdhimselfself and that this
chuchurcheb is hishib church because he has
built it up and he guides and directs
and controls it through his servants
who arldt at the head of the church
rhey are I1tutut men we do not worship
any man we do not worship joseph
smith as some people imagine but we
luoklook upon bamps a very great prophet
and we have reasonsjasons for this we be
lieve thathat god the father and jesusjesua
cabriat Hshis sondon appeared to him and
opened to him this lastlaet dispensation
the ais peu of the falness of

times we believe that peter james


