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written in tbis book have come from
Geod, for the benefit of mankind, But
we do not belleve that we ought to try
to force these things upon anybody:

43475 helleve that religion isinstituted
of Glod, and that men are amenable to
Him, and to Him only, for the exercise
of it, unless their religions opinions
prompt them to infringe upon the rights
. and lLiberties of others. But we do not
beliave that human law has a right to in-
terfere in prescribing rules of worship to
hind the conscieces of men, nor dictate
forms for public or private devolion; that
the civil magistrate should restrain
crime, but never coulrol consclence; pun-
ish guilt but never suppress the freedom
of tge soul.

¢t\We believe that all religious societies
have a rightto deal wilh their members
for disorderly conduct, according to the
rales and regulations of such societies,
provided that such dealingsbe for fellow-
ship and good standing. But we do not
believe that any religious society has
aptherity to iry men on theright of prop-
erty or life, to iake from them this
world’s goods, or to put them in jeopardy
of either life or limb, neither to intiiot
any physieal punishment upon them.
They can only excommunlcate {rom
their society, and withdraw from them
their fellowship.'"—Seetlon exxxiv: 4, 10.

I read this that our friends present
may have an Idea of what we think we
m'ay o, and what we ought not to de;
and toshow thut if those who belong
to our Churech transgrees the rules of
the Church, they can be dealt with for
their fellowship, and for that only. We
do not helieve that we have any right
to deprive them of property. We do
pnot believe that we have a right to
punish them physically. We do nol
believe that- we have a right to fr.flict
any penalty upon them, except it he in
relation to thelr fellowship. 'They can
be suspended from fellowship, or they
ecan be excommunicated for transgres-
sjon, and that is the end of aur'power
in this Church concerning them. That
is what we belleve. That is what we
practice.

Now then, while we claim the right
to do all these Lhings for ourselves, be-
cause in it we Infringe upon therights
of no others, we also extend this priv-
ilege to everybody else. And we do met
think it right for any government, or
apy society, or any institution
to interfere with that full freedom
and liberty which the Lord hass
given to His creaturee. We believe
that governmente have s right to pun-
ieh crime, we believe that they huve 5
richt tomay what s crime, We also
bejleve in the rights of citiz: ns to con-
test before the courts of their country
every poinf of dJifference that they
may have with the law-making power,
But we believe that governments,
pocietlea and Institutions should not
try to interfere with religious freedom.
We believe in religious liberly in the
fullest senee of ihe word; not in license,
not in breaking the laws of vur coun-
try, notin doing that which {s essen-
tinlly evil; but only in doing that
which 18 good. And as to the right of
belief, we belleve that !sof itself free to

everyboly. We do not believe thal
governments o©an  interfere  with
that irf they try. Bo ‘when the

Constitution of the United BSiates,

in s first amendment, suye
“Congrees sball {nes no law respect. |
ing an establichment of religion, or

that it does not simply mean the right
of people to believe what seems 1ight
to them. Feople talk about believing
what they please. Ppople cannot do
that., They cannot believe what they
pleage. [ helieve seme things that
don’t please me untll [ get to under-
stand them aright. I disbelizve some
things that would pilease me, only [
find out they are wrong. [t Is not
what pleases me, or what puits me, bat
tbat which seeme to be rightin my
eyes that I belfeve. It fs true, we can
close our eyes to the truth. We
can shut up the windows of our
soulr, a8 we do pometimes the windows
in our houser, and pull down the blinds
to thut out the glorious eunlight, for
fear of spoiling the carpet-; but if we
let the punlight ir —let the light of the
sun of rightecusness penetrate our
s.uls, we can see and undetstand that
which Is true and that which is right,
It is by closing our eyee, hy loving
darkpess rather than light, that we
bring ourselves under condemuation.
But as a rule people believe that which
seems right to them. We accurd that
right to everybody. We are struggling
for that ourseives. Andin all that we
have done to battle for the righte of
freedom in religion, we have had as
much in view the rights of our friends
who are not of our faith as our own

rightr. I onb say this conscientiously
for the leaders of the Lutter-day,
Saints. I amacquainted wlth them.

{ know their opinions and views in
regard to this matter. OQur desire is
that all men should be free. Liberty
sheuld prevail everywhere, There is
no bondagein this Church, There is
no oppreseion in this Church. - People
arenot here, and are not kept here, by
the power of man. They, are here, as
[ have told you, because they have re-
ceived the truth, and the truth has
set them free. They haveturned their
hacks on their native lands, they have
left tl:e graves of their fathers, they
have forsaken their relatives and their
kindred in distant countries and have
come up here, as the Prophet Micah
snw they would in the Iast days, inte
the tops of the mountains, where the
house of the Lord is being reared in
the latter days, that they might learn
of Him: .

But in the last days it shall coms to
pass, that the mountain of the house of
ihe Lord shall be established in the top
of the mountalne, and it shall be exalted
ubove the hills; and people shall flow
unto it,

Apod many nDation# shall come, nnd,
gay, Come, and let us go up to tho moun-
tain of the Lord, and to the honse of 1he
God of Jacobh; nnd He will teach us of

his ways, and we will walk in His paths;

for the law shall go ferth of Zion, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

They have come here fn that spirit,
and they are exerclsing freedom of con.
svience a8 far as they are permitted to
do so. And they Jo pot thisk any
power has a right to infringe upon
theil property any more Lhan they have
a right to interfere with and fnvade the
property of others, [u our efforts to
maintain our religious rights and priv-
lleger, we are also battlir g for the
rights of others; and we are just as
anxjous for the rights of our neighbors
to worahlp as they see right, as for our-
selveg o the way that we see right,
‘The line of demarcation hetween :e.

— —
thie! When uny wman 'or scelety or
organization attempts to infringe
upcn the rlghts and |iberties of others,
then we believe that the secular
law may ttep in and restrain them, so
that there may be liberty for all, not
favors for n few. We do not believe
that it is right to estahliish s nationsal
church. We do pot believe it is the
right of the church to dominate the
Btate. We believe the two icstitutions
are separate. At the same time we
belleve thata man’s conacience, regu.
lated by his religifn, ought to govern
him in al] the affairs of life, secular
and religlous. We do.pot believe it ia
right to do anything that s wrony.
We beiieve that the epirit of God
should be with us in all that we (o,
te guide ue In all our aflairs; that we
should earry the Spirit of God Into the
workshop, into the office, into the
fleld, into the kitcher,intothe dining
room, on the mountain top or in tho
valley, on land or on the ses; on the
surface of the earth or down in its
bowelr; wherever we go we believe
that the Holy Bplrit shculd he in our
heaits, to guide and direct us in ail
that we do and say, thut we may
be sanctified unto God in our bodles
and cur epirits, which are Hir; and
this apirit should affect usin every
affalr of iife. At the pame time the
machinery of religion apd the ma-
phinery of the Btate should he kept
peparate and apart, and it has been so
in there valleys, I wantto sny thisto
correet tdems that have gone abroad
concerning this matter.

When we were a Territorial govern-
ment, under the auepices of our
leaders, we neverestablished anything
th:t would infringe upon the religious
rights ¢f others, 'The religion of the
Charch and the machinery of the
Btate were kept apart. They are 8o to-
day. T1f Utah wereone of the Btlates
of the Union, Church and Btate would
Jbe separate and distinet, just as much
a8 they areanywhere. While we be-
lieve that the men who stand at the
head of our Church are inspired of
God, called of God, appointed and ors
dained to minister to us forthe Lord,
we do not believe-that they shounid
occupy the place of the State, or that
the religlon that we hold should be es-
tablished as a State religion. Freedom
to all men, freedom to all pects, free-
dom to all partier, is our mottu! As
one of our deceased A postles has it, in
a hymn that we have in cur hymn
book:

Freedom, peace and full salvation
Are tho blesslngs gurranteed—
Liberty to every naiion,
Every tongye and every ¢reedt

I teag. testimony to you that [ know
Lhis (murch is the' Church of Jesus
Chrig'; that it has been bulit up by the
power of Glod; that Gud Almighty hus
revealed ii; that Jesus Christ, His SBon,
h s maulfested Hinself, snd that this
Chu:ch is His Chureh, because He hins
built itup, and He gulfdes and directs
ami! controls it, through His servants
who sta1.d at the head ot the Church.
They are but men. We Jo not worship
any man. We do not worship Joseph
Braith, ns some people imagine; but we
luok upon bim ss a very great Prophet,
aud we have reasons for thls. We be.
ileve that God the Father apd Jesus
Chrl:t His Hon appeared to him, and
optfied to him tbls tast dispensation—

prohibiting the ftee «xeicise thereof,” | jig'ous llberiy_snd the law—for all{‘*‘the uispersation of the fulners of
we thick it meana just what it eaye; {thizgs muet be guverngd Ly law—is|timer.?* We beifeve that Peter, James



