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' The bride of an hour stood smiling;
Her mother in tears was near by;

For the ‘“petofher life,” beguiling,
Was soon to bid her good by.

Foond friends tried vainly to cheer her,
To s:op up the tears that fast fell,

As she clasped her daughter g1ill nearer
And in agony uttered farewell!

The groom with his bride had departed,
To journey far off In etrange lands,

And the mother cried out, broken-hearted:
“Well! I'm  gled that girl's off my

hands."
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PRENT. BRIGHAN YOUNG,

On Sunday afternoony.June 1751877,
at a Special Conference, held at
- Farmington, jor the purpose of

-———‘----Fh

organizing a Stake of Zion for |

the County. « f Dawvis.

REPORTED EY GEO. ¥, GIBES,

I ESTEEM il a privilege to meet
with the Latter-day Saints. I
have visiled Farmington many
times, and T ¢éan say that as a gen- |
eral thing in attending your meel-
ings 1 ave felt much of the peace
and blessings that flow from heaven |
to this people. |

I bave no donbi that the majority
of the people called Latter-day

ints desire really te be Saints;.

ere it not for this I might, feel
partially discouraged. The people
who are honest, who ale seekiong |
to know and’to understand the
truth, they are the ones who, so {ar |
as their faith and good works and
their influencd and ability are ¢on-
cerned, sustdin the: kingdom' that
God bas cimmenced to establish
on the earth.. When we consider
the condition of the Latter«day
Saints, and see how many there are
who seem to have their eyes fixed
upon the things of this world,
things that are not lasting, bat that
perish in the bandling, and how
anxious they are to obtlain them,
how do you think [ feel about it?
We see many of theelders of Israel
desirous of becoming . wealthy,
and they adopt any course that

| within four inches of my lode, what

——

generally call him, eame to me one
day, saying “They have struck

shall I do?” He was carried away |
with the idea that he must dosome-
thing. 1 therefore told him to go
with the ovher brethren interested |
and make his claim, When he
got through talking I said to bim,
‘“Porter, you ought to know better;
you have seen and heard things
which I have not, and are a man of
long experience in this Church. I
want to tell you one thing; they
may strike within four inches of
that lode as many times as they
have a mind -to, and they will not
find 1t.”” " They hunted and hunted,
hundreds of them did; and I had
the pleasure of laughing at him-a
I1ttle,for when he went there again,
he could not find it himself.
[ Laughter. ]

Sometimes [ take the liberty of|
talking a little further with regard
tnsuch things. Orin P, Rockwell
is an eye-witness to some powers of
removing the treasures of.the earth.
He was with certain parties that
lived near by wherethe plates were
found that eontain the records of
the Book of Mormon. Tuere were
a great many treasures hid up by
the Nephites. Porter was with
them one night where there were
treasures, and they could find them
easy enough, but they could not
obtain them.

I will tell you a story which will
be marvelous: to most of you., It |
was told me by Porter, whom 1
would believe just asquickly asany
man that lives, When he tells a
thing he understands, he will tell
it just as he knows I1; he is'a man
that does not lie. He said that ou
this night, when they were engaged
hunting for this old treasure, tLey
dugz around the end of a chest 101
some twenty inches. The c¢hest
was about three reet square. Oube)
man who was determiuned to have’
ths contents of that chest, took his
pick and struck iuto the lJid of it,
and split through into the c¢hest
The blow took off a piece of the lid,
which a certain lady ‘Rept in her
possession until she died. Thau
chest of money wentinto the bank.
Porter describes it so [making a
rambling sound]; he says this is
just as true as the heavens are. 1
nave heard others tell the pame
story. I relate this because it i»
marvelous to you. But to thos+

they think will bring them riches,
which to me isas unwise as any-
thing can be—to see men of wisdom,
men that seem to have an under-
standing of 'the world and of the
things of God, searehing after min-
erals throughout these mountains;
they traverse the hills, and they
dig here and there; and Ekeep dig-
ging and picking; and rolling the
rocks from moraning till night.
This chain of mountains has been
followed from the north te the
south, and its various spurs have
been p , and what do they
find? Just enough to allure them
and Lo finally lead them from the
- faith, and av Jast to make them
miserable and  poor. Ask the
brethren why they do this, and the
ready reply will” be, “Is it not my
privilege to find ' a gold mine, or a
silver mine as well as others?"? A
far as I am concerned I would say,
“Yes, certainly it is'your privilege,
if you can 'find one.”” But do you
know how ‘to find such a mine?
No, you do not. These treasures
that are in the earth are carefully
watched, they ecan be' removed
from place to place according to the
good pleasure of him who made
them and owns themi  He ' hus
his messengers at his serviee, and
- it is just as easy for an angel to. re-
move the minerals from any part of
one of these mountains to another,
as it is for you and me to 'walk up
and down this hall.  This however
is not understood by the Christian
world, nor by us as a people. There
are certain circumstances that a
number of my brethren and sisters
have heard me relate, that will de-
monstrate this so positively that
none need doubt the truth ot what
1'say.

© I presume there are some present
who have heard me narrate a eir-
cumstance with regard to the dis-
covery of a gold-mine in Little
Cettonwood ‘Cafion, and I will
here tay that the specimens taken
from it, which [ bave in my '
sion to-day, are asfine specimens of |
gold as ever were found on this
contigent. A mav, whom some of
you will well know, brought to me
a most bogutiful gugget. [ told
him to let the mine aloane.

When General Conuner came here,
he did ec¢onsiderable pro:specting;
and in hunting through the Cot-
tonwoods he had an igkling that|
there was gold there, Porter, as we

!

who understand these things, it is
uot marvelous,

You hear a great deal said about
finding money. There is no dif-
ficuity at all in finding mouey, but
there are a gréat many people thai

do not know what 0o do with ir|

when they do find it. This is the
great defect with the human fami-
(y. I could relate many very singu-
ar circumstances. I lived rightiv
the country where the plates were
found trom which the Book of Mor
mon was translated, and | know &
great mauy things pertaining te
that country. 1 believe I will take
the liberty to tell you of anothe:
circumstance that will be as marve
lousas anything can. be, This i~
an incident in the life of Oliver
Cowdery, but he did not take the,
liberty of telliing such thlngs in
meeling as [ take. 1 tell these
things to you,and I bave a molive
for doing =0, 1 want to carry them
to the earsof my brethren aud sis-
ters and to the children also, that
they may grow to an understand-
ing of sume things that seem to be
entirel¥ hidden from tbhe human
family. Oliver Cowdery went with
the prophet Joseph when he de-
posited these plates. Joseph did
not translate all of the plates; there
was a portion of them sealed, which
you .ean learn from the Book of
Doetrine: and Covenants. \When
Joseph got the pl tes, the angel in-
structed him to earry them back to
the hill Cumorah, which he did.
Oliver says that when Joseph and
Oliver went there, the hill opened,
and they walked into a cave, in
‘which there was a large and spaci-
ous room. He says, be did potl;
think, at the time; whether they|
bad the light of the Sun or arti-
ficial light; but that it was just as
lightas day. They laid the plates
on a table; it was a laige table that
stood in the room. Under this
table there was a pile of plates as
much as two feet high; and there
were altogether in this room more
lates thau prob:bly many wagon
oads; they were piledup in thecor-
ners and along the walis, The first
time they went there the sword of
Laban hung upon the wall, but
when they went agaiu it bhad Deen
taken down and la:d upon the table
across the geld plates; 1t Was up-~
sheathed, and on it was wrilten

these words: ‘‘This sword" will
never be sheathed ggain until the|

pgdoms of this world become
the kingdom of our God and his
Christ.?”” T tell you thisas coming
not only from Otliver Cowdery,; but
others who were, familjiar with irt,

ki

and who understood it just as weli |

as. we understand comung to this
meeting, enjoying the day, and by
and by we separate and go away,
forgetting most of what is said, but
remembering some things, So is it
with other circumstances in life. [
relate this to you, and I want youto
understand it. I take this .-]L&l‘tﬁ
of referring to those things so_that
they wili not be forgotten and lost,

Carlos Smith was a young man of,
ag_much veracity as any youpg’

man we bad; and he was a witness
to these things.
saw some things; Hyrum saw a goed
many things, but Joseph was the
leader.

Now, you may think I am unwise
in publicJy telling these things,
thinking perhaps I should preserve
them in my own breast; but such
is not my mind. I would like the
people cailed Latter-day Saints to
understand some little things with
regard to the workings and dealings
of the Lord with his people here
upon the earth, 1 could relate to
youa great many more, all of which
are famniliar to many of ocur brethren
and sisters,

Now, should you go prespeeting
for gold or silver, you wiil find just
enough to aliure you and to destroy
you. Buat it might be saidy ‘““‘Are

| wot-the earth and its treasures the

proper'y of the Lord who created
thein, sud will he not, aceordivg Lo
the promise, givu thewn to his faith-
ful diseiples?”? O yes, this is strict-
ly evireci; but you mark this—the
wasn who s faichiul to his callh

und to this holy priesthvod; neve: ’

gues hunting for gold or silvergun
less he is sent. Buch men aje
iouud following their legitimate
pursuits, working in their nelds, in
their workshops and gardeus, mak-
Jng beautliul thelr babita'ious; in
otbher words, engaged buildivg up
and assisting to establish the Ziou
of God on the earth, with their
miuds centeied on the true riches
and not upon thé thivgs of this
world. People do not Kiow it, but
[ know there is asealsclupon the
trea-ures of earth; men are aliowed
w go so far aud no farther. I have
known places where there were
treasures in abundauces; but could
men get them? No. You can read
ta the Book of Mormon of the an-
cient Nepbites hidiug their treas

| ures, and of their veévmiog slip

pery ; 80 (hat after they had piivate-

ly hid their money, on goiug to the |

place . agaits, - Jo and  behold it
was 1ot there, but was soruewhere
clge, but they kuew not where.
[bhe people do not understand tha;
[ wish they did, for they would thewu
doasl do, pay alten 1ou to thelegui
maie busivess Lthat God bas giveu
them to perferm. Do I 1un atier
mines or digging holes in the
ground? No, wosat all. Iuis like
the will-o’-the wisp, a jack.0’-laut-
ern.  You askour busiuess men, or
go to Calitornia and enquire there
whether it psys to huut for gold.
[ will ventule to say there never
was a dollar taken irom the moun-
taius of California nelther fiow
these mountains west, nor from out
of this Territory, but what c¢ust
from ten to oue hundred dollais.
Do you believe that? Lt is said a
great deal of money has been made
nere and there.  Who has made i1?
(‘opsiderable lead has been taken
frora here, and a little silver; but
when you count the time that has
been spent, and after pulting a fuir
valuation upon it, you will finu
what I say 10 be a fuct, to say noth-
ing of the lives and property that
are lost. A little town duweetly
west of here, some fifteen months
ago,coutained a certain number of

| men, who followed mining. We

calculated their time at the rate of
what was paid for eommon labw;
aud then we ascertained theamount
realized from the treasure takenout
of the earth, which was well known;
avd it was shown that they spent
in the neighborhocd ot seven
bundred dollars a day, and get in
return about thirty. \What they
did get was just suflicieut to aliure
them. .

The Lord has germilted our ene-
mies to come among us, who would
destzoy us if they could, They are
only allowed to allare the minds of
the foolish and thoss who lack
judgment and who kpow pot 'the
things of God. But when we, as
individuals and 2s a people, learn
things as they are, we will fud this
fact—all! truth is worthy and worth
possessing, while all untruth is not

"worthy nor worthrunoing after,nor

sorking for, nbr spendiny olar !

Samuel Smith !
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to us, incorporates all the systems
there are, Every true priuvciple
aud every true science, aud every
truth there is, are incourporated
within the faith of the Latter-day
Saints. This is somethivg worth
possessing, this is worth spending
our time for; but the religions of
the day, independent of their mor-

a shadow; there is no reality in
them. But when you come to the
philosophy of the religion of heav-
en, y.u have facts in your posses-
sion: that are worth having, they
dre worlthy the admiratien of the
wise, the prudent, the noble, the
great and those that seek after the
wisdem that comes from God, and
Lhe Latter-day Saints are in posses-
Feion of this treasure! What are we
doing?  If we were the people of
God, as we profess to be, there
| wouid not be a dissentivg voice in
all Israel in obeying the priestuood.
[twas. observed Lhis moining by

|

called upon to yleld obedience be-
| cause It was a command of God,
aud our faith demands obedience.
To what? W hy? Wherefore? Ovedi-
ence 1o every principle of truth,
What fo1? Bo that we may become
possessors of all truth, Why should
wedo il? Because it gives us health,
it gives us wealth, it gives us
knowledge, it gives us power, it

ency, it gives us treasures on the
earth and” treasures in heaven, it
gives us a kuowledge of God and
uf the jove of God, 1t gives us fel-
lowshp with the Saiuts that are
sancified spd glorified, and it gives
us ail  thivgs that will promote
happiness and peace, These are
Lthe reasous why we do it, Should
you tske the olher roac, what do
you get? No hing,. When persons
turn away from the Gospel of the
Son of Gud, what do they turn to?
Notbhing. Apd what uo they turn
from hereafte:? A things worth
pu-sessing, ever)ything that men
apd thie Gods can poussess in time
aud in eternity. Tawke the othe
road, and you gel a shadow for the
Liwe being, auu you may think you
nave Lhe substauce, but sovber ol
laler you are JefL as a teather float

Iug 1o tbe air, or worse than a shij
upou the ocean, without cowpass
or 1u0der, depiived of the lighe of
the sun, the moon and the stars.
tossed -bither avnd thither until it
siuks Lo rise no jwore. Iu order to
yield vbeuicnuce te the truth, you
must love the truth anvd bave the
iear of God in jour heans. Au
who feel the Liue spirit of this jat
ter-day work delightin the truth,
tuey delight to hear the truth and
they dedight to obey i1he truth; i
18 their delight tn know the ming
and will of Geod, -that they may
reuder obedience to it. This is the
experience of every faithful man
avd woman in this church. Bu
take the experience of the apostates,
and (he experieuce of those whe
bave risen up in opposition to the
prophet Joseph Sraith and the Gos-
pel brought torth av d contained iu
the Buok of Doctiive and Cove-
pants and in the Buok o1 Mormon,
and the revelations that he was th.e
bonored instrument in the bands
of God of reveuling to the people;
those Lthat rise up 1n oppositioa to
this, who are tue_mrﬂnu what is
‘their end? You will'hear one fact
from them: *‘Brother——have
you enjoyed yourself since resign-
ing *Mormonism?’ Now ‘spéak the
truth, Cuone, tell us just asitis.
Have /you experiéenced joy and
-happiness since leaving the Bing-
dom of Gud? Come, now, don’t
lie!” Brother —

|
|

since I left the chureh.”

day, when they tell the truth about
it. Look at their countenances—is
there bappipess depicted there? No,

stead of truth, they love darkness
rather than light, and the end

is death., The sorrow thereof they
fer]l every day, for manp’s spirit is
operated upon continually. We
%ire as independent in our organiza.

are creatures of cireumstances, in-
fluenced by the spirits and by the
powers of eternity that are bere
and round about us. We zre here
and are operated upon by them in
our orgzuizagsiops. This is the
place where every man colnmences
toc acquire the germ of the inde-
ndence that is enjoyed in the
savens. These influences, in com-
parison, are like the cooling breezes

spel of life and |
 salvation which God bas revealed |

grateful to us, that revive and re-

fresh us, that give us life. Buton
the other hand, here comes the
miasma from the swamp, bringing
disease and death, and without
knowing we inbale the poisobous
air, we become couscious of weak-
ness, we feel that we are taking fe-
ver, that we are getting sick—we
become a prey to the enemy, and
death ensues, That is the differ-

al worth, are nothing but a myth, {ence between the two influences

that operate contin on mAan-
kind. It is either enjoyment or
suffering. All are subject to these
elements in which welive, Here
is the good operating, all the time
telling Juen and women, before
passing the ordeals of redemption,
that they must repent, that tbhen
the light eof Christ will be upon
them 1rom time o time, to operate
upon their minds, teaching them—
you are doing wrong, you are say-
ivg that which is pot right, you
bave renounced the Gook of Mor-
mcn, you have renocunced the Doc-

trin and Covepants, you have re-

Brother Cannon with regard to|npounced Jo eph,your endowments,
yielding obedience, that we were | or Celestial Law.

When they re-
veal the truth of their hearts, toney
will say, as Lyman E. Johnson
said, at one of our Q

gives us beauty, it gives us excell-

uorum meet-
inge, after he bad apostatized and
tried to put Joseph out of the way,
Lyman told the truth. He said,
“Brethren—I will call you brethren
—[ wilt tell you the truth. If 1
could believe *‘Mormonism'—it is
no matter whether it is true or not
—but if [ could believe ‘Mormon-
ism’ as I did when I travelled with
you and preached, if I possessed
the world [ would give it. I would

‘lgiva any thing, I would suffer my

right hand to be cut off, if I could
believe it again. Then I was full of
Jjoy and gladpess. My dreams were
pleasant When I awcke in the
worning my spirit was cheerful. I
was happy by day and by night,full
of peace and joy and tbanhsgiv:ng.
Bat now il is darkness, pain, sor-
row, mirery in the extreme. 1
have never since seen a happy
moment.”

Lyman E. Jehnson belonged .to the
Quoram of the Twelve; he was the first
man called when the Twelve were called;
his pame was first, Brigham Young's
recond, and Heher C. Kimball’s th.rd.
The tertimony that he gave of his bitter
experience is the testimony that every

| is the easicst thing

apostate would give if they would tell
the truth. But will they acknowledge it?
No, because they do not want to tell the
troth,

There i1s no enjoyment, no happines, no
com fort, there is no light to my patb, for
me there is no real plessure or delight only
in the observance of truth as it comes
from God, obeying it in every sense of
the word, und marching forward as a good
faithfu roldier in the discharge of every
duty. The man or the woman—perkaps
voul may think it presumptions in me,bhut
[ wil promise you that what I am going
w eay is the truth—who has embraced
what is crlled “Mormonism,’” but which
is uvothing more or lers than the Everlast-
ing Gospel of the Son of Gud, who when
counseled by men of God holding the
e¢ternal priesthood todo thneand and
who will indulge in a spirit that will
prompt him to say, “O yes, I think I will
use my own judgment. I think I have
discretion as well as you, and I will take
my own couree. J can altend to my own
business as well aud perbaps a little bet-

| ter than any one else, and therefore I

don’l need any one to advise me.” 1eay

| the man or the woman that will do so,

thereby taking to himself er to herself
strengzth and wisdom to counsel them-
selves, unless they repent, turn round and
do better, they will go into darkness, and
gooner or later each person or persons will

| apostatize and goto deetruction. Do you

belfeve it? It is just as true as the sun
that ehines. Is it hard to belleve? No, it
A in the world to believe
the trath. Itisa great deal easier to be-
lleve truth than error. It Is eagler to de-

the declaration of the apostates to- [ World, and after they

it is sorrow; they cho e error in- |

thereof, to use Sciipture language, |

fend the truth than to defend error. It
is necessary that the religions and creeds
of the Christlan world be defended by the
moet able and learncd students, in order
to make them popular and te appear as

] : answers, ‘‘l|trae. Butafter these Christian students
bhave not enjoyed one day’s peace | have been th
This js | +nd the most famed seminaries in the

h academies and colleges

_ _ bave studied amnd
studied, spending a life-time in the acqui- -
sition of a theological eduecation, it takes
but one ef our boys, with the aid of the
Bible and the little Catechism, to wind
them up as you would an cld clock. This
has been the rience of many of our
boys, and when they started out from
their homes to preach the Gospel, they
did not knew that they could eay any-
thing at all abont its principles; but when
they have come in contact with those who
heve professed much and who have under-

1ro'm

the mountaios that ars 6| elafply it Is 1012, sbl

taken to disprove the Goepel as tanght

tion as the Gods are, but still we|by the Latter-day Baiots, their miunds

bave become enlichtened and passages of
ecripture have come to them, and they
have discecmfitted thelir opponents, so that
they have had nothing tosay. I have done

€0 many times mysclf, apd that tco with

a few words; and the conversation would
beturned to something else. With all their
study and lea and with all the phi-
locophy and science therels brought to the
ald of false theories, how easy it is to te-
lieve the truth! It is much easier than to
disbelieve it. Truth commends itself to
every honest person, it matiers not how

whtn 1t is redblcd



