184
of heirshlp upon the children of a
male decedent, without regard to
their being born in lawful wedlock
or not, or as to whether the father
did or did not recognize them in life,
is invalid.

According to the judge the annul-
ment .was produced by the Con-
gressional anti-polygamy law of
1842, becnuse the lalter invalidated
all laws that encouraged polygamy,
It is et forth in the ruling that the
‘Perritorfal statute, ip establishing
the heirship of illegitimate chil-
dren, did encourage polygamy.

Judge Anderson seems to have
completely overlooked the fact that
Congress enacted, in March, 1882,
what is known as the Edmunds Act,
1t was aimed expresaly against po-
Iygamy, having been framed and
passed for its suppression. It is in
polnt to here quote from it the fol-
lowing section:

SEcTION 7. That the issue of biga-
mous or polygamous matriages, known
as Mormon marriages, in cases Io
which such marriages have been gol-
emnized according to the ceremonies
of the Mormon sect, in any Territory of
the United States, and sush issue shall
have been born before the first day of
.5::.;1&131;]33 A'Dll:]t? lttt:)mini eighteen hun-
gitimabed_mg ¥-three, are hereby le-

There are two points worthy of
note connected with the (Je-
ciglon in question. It conflicts with
the Edmunds law, because, aceord-
ing to that mensure, which Judge
Anderson has ignored, George H.
Cope, born long betore Jan. 1st,
1888, stands legally before the world
a8 the legitimate son of his father,
To declare that a legitimate issue of
a decedent is not an heir to his estate
18 & judicial abasurdity.

Referring again to the position
that the Territorial statute in ques-
tiou encouraged polygamy, accord-
Ing to Judge Anderson’s logic, so
also does the The Edmunds Con-
gressional anti-polygamy law. This
is another judicial absurdity.

FREE SCHOOLS IN CITIES.

THE first bill lntroduced in the
Territorial Legislature at the present
Bession Is one ‘Lo establish a free

public school system in certain cities |

of the Territory of Utah.” It pro-
vides that in cities of the firstand
secon!l classes tbere shall be aboard
of education, consisting of two mem-
bers elected from euch municipal
ward of the city, as other city offi-
cers are. To this board is given full
control of the schools and school
property of the city, with power ¢to
edtablish graded and high sehool
departments whenever, in their
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opinion, the educational interests of
the city demand the same.’’ Tothis
section (sec. 4) is appended this pro-
viso: *¢Prouvided, That no tuition fee
nor any charge of sueh nature shal]
be established for pupils between the

ing in the city where they attend
scliool. *

that district with school buildings

and property as good as the average
of the other districts of the eity, the
propoltionate value of it8 tax-
able property being considered. The
board of education in a ecity of the

ages of six and eighteen years resid- | first class may iszue bomdsto the

amount of $125,000, and of a city of
the second class to the amountef

The board of education may elect!$75,000, the proceedsto be used in

a clerk, whose duty shall be to keep | providing school buildings and fur-

accounts, ete., and a superintendent

immediate supervision of the pul,-
lic scliools, under the directlon of
the board. The city treasurer is
made sx officio treasurer of the
board, and his duties assuch are
defined. No member of the board
of education shall receive any pay
or emclumenis for his services.
Bection 16 is as follows: “No sec-
tarian or religious doctrine shall be
taught or inculeated in any of the
publie schools of the city; but noth-
ing in this section shall be con-
strued to prohibit the reading of the
holy scriptures without comment.*
Applicants for positions as teachers
shail be examined by a board ef
three perscns, appointed by the
board of edueation, and shall re-
ceive a certificate in accordance
with their qualifications. )

As sooll ag a board of education”
shall be elected and qualified in any
given city, the title of all school
property in such city shall vest in
the board, in trust for the use of the
public schools of the city. In the
month of August of each vear the
board shall make an estimate of the
amount of money that will be re-
quired to conduct the schools, pay
interest, ete., during the year com-
mencing with the first of January
following, and report to the city. as-
sessor and collector the percentage
of tax on the real and personal prop-
erty in the city necessary to raise
thé amount needed for school pur-
poses. The assessor and collector
shall assess and collect such tax a
othier taxes are, and shall pay the
same to the city treasurer, who shal)
hold the fund sutject to the order of
the board gf education. The school
tax shall not exceed six mills on the
dollar in any one year. The whole
city shall compose a secliool distriet
for purposes of taxation, but may be
subdivided into as many distriets,
for other purposes, as the board may
see fit.

Power is given to the board of
education to cause to be assessed
and eollected, in any one or more of
the districts in whieh a clty may be

divlded, a tax suffigient to provide

4 record of its proceedings, keep | nishing them, ete.

The creation
and managment of a sinking fund

of public schools who shall have[are provided for, and permission is

given for cities of the third clasa to
adopt the system by vobte of their
city councils. Butthe hoard ofedu-
eation of a city of the third class
shiall consist of only three members,
and it shall not issuc bonds to an
amount exceeding $40,000.

Uunider this bill, should it hecome
law, the common schools of the
larger cities in the Territory would
be placed under an excellent system
of mapagement and control, The
bill has defective features, but much
might be said in its favor. Oneof
the most ohjectionable phases
in 1t is that which compels a city to
have free schools, wliether it wants
themor not. Local option is prefer-
able to universal compulsion in
matters of this kind.

Section 18 of the bill, which aims
to peremptorily transfer school prop-
erty from its present owners to
other parties, is open to question in
respect to its constitutiopality. It
is doubtful if the Legislature of this
Territory has power to do anything
of the kind. The people of an
existiug school district, who have
taxed themselves to erect an expen-
give school builling, would very
likely object to having the title to
the property transferred fo the city
at large, or vested in other than
their own immediate representa-
tives; and the courts would be very
likely to sustain so reasenable an
objection, no matter what might be
the fiat of the Assembly.

—

PHASES OF THE CONSPIRACY.

A REMARKABLE expression was
made about two years ago, a short
time before the last municipal elec-
tion. It was the enunciation of
n prominent ‘Liberal”* who was
urging the aceepiance of the propo-
sition of the People’s Party to give
the opposition representation in the
Council. The offer was the election
of four “Liberal’’ members. The
gpeaker referred to held that the ac-
ceptance of the proposal would be a
point gained. He said in thecourse

.of hls reasoning; “We*(the Liberals)




