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PRESIDENT WOODRUFFS VIEWS1

thimTHE following account of an in-
terview between president wood-
ruff and an associated press re-
porter who was in this city a few
days ago tois published in the eastern
papers

SAMSALT LAKE CITY feb 11 presi-
dent woodruff the head of the mor-
mon church today gave to the asso-
ciated press the only statement he has
evet made upon the political fight
which has justfust ended here his inter-
view which is as follows can be un-
derstoodderstood as the feeling of every mor-
mon in the territory

president woodruff I1 would like
to gotget your views as to the political
campaign here and the questions at
issue 11

well sir I1 consider this as some-
thing more than a moremere question of
what men shall compose the citybelofgov-
ernment and what party they belong
to there irin a deep laid scheme to de
eriverive the mormon people of all po
E right and privileges suso that the
minority here may obtain control of
the territory they cannot do this by
fair means so they resort to foul

by misrepresentation and taking
advantage of popular prejudice against
the mormon founded chiefly in ig
norance they succeeded in securing
the disfranchisement of the older set-
tlers who made the country and then
of all the women this not giving
these schemers a majority they have
sought other means the edmunds
tucker act has beggedhelped them some-
what but the test oatoath it provides can
be taken by a majority at least as well
asbas by their opponentsngownow they want every mormon de-
prived of the right to vote and hold
office no matter bow good and law
abiding a citizen he may be at the
ogden election a year ago large num-
bers of the names of resident voters
were stricken from the registration
lists hundreds of non residents were
imported and the election was carried
bby the liberals by open araudifraud and
sincedan oe thenthelbyby Afictitious valuationatio I1 the
assessments of property have been
raised from three to five times the for-
mer amounts of taxes vice has flour-
ished official salaries have been
raised public improvements have
not advanced and the change is de-
plored by the best people of both par-
ties

41 boasts were made after the ogden
election that salt lake would be the
next point of attack and that it would
be carried by similar means the re-
sult has proved the boast not to have
beenn made in vain

1I consider the election has been
gained here by striking from the re-
gistrationgi lists hundreds of legally
qualified citizens and by the votes of
hordes of nownew comers not lawful citi-
zens

s1I regard the action of the registrars
tbtheiretr sitting as a court to judge of their
own adsacts and the whole course pur-
sued as part of the scheme to capture
the city at all hazards I1 view it with
profound regret as prostitution of law
and official power that should sadden
every lover of fair play and welfare of
his country

what effect will this change have
upon the church and the peoples
party

oh as to that I1 cannot see that the
church will in any way be affected as
an organization it is entirely separ-
ate and apart from political matters
members of the church belonbelong to0 the
peoples party and they aduratur
ally feel that they have been robbed of
their rights at the polls but I1 pre-
sume that it will not affect their polit-
ical views or status

the church was not in that cam-
paign and the result will have no bear-
ing uupon it at all that I1 can see t t

whatat will be the future policy of
the church

so far as I1 know it will be to
preach the gospel to all the world in-
struct its members in their religious
duties and move forward to its davini
ty ordained destiny as the actual liv-
ing church of christ

Is there any probability of the
mormon church or people removing
to mexico or elsewhere 1

I1 none that I1 know of I1 do not see
any necessity of such removal indi-
vidual members mayinay go where they
choose to better their condition but
there is not nor has there been any
contemplation of any such exodus as
you ask about

what is the mormon idea of its
rule as the kingdom of god

it is this we hold that this church
was set uptip and organized by com-
mand of the almighty that it has the
right to formulate and maintain rules
of church discipline applying to its
own members that the extent of its
punitive powers is the excommunica-
tion of the transgressor that it has no
power to punish anyone
tion of life liberty or property or pes
bonal injury in any formforin that gov-
ernmentsern ments should not regulate the
church nor the church seek to control
the state that all men should be polit-
ically free and equal free to vote as
they please and to sustain what poli-
tics they please so that they do not
infringe upon the rights of others

awewe believe this church will pre-
pare the way for the coming of christ
to reign as king and that this church
will then develop into the kingdom of
god which all christians pray will
come that the will of god may be
done on earth as it is in heaven we
believe in the full and free agency of
mann and that when that kingdom is
established there will be perfect lib-
erty on earth civil political and re-
ligious

re-
ligionsligiligionsous 11

then you do not feel gloomy as to
the ultimate result ofbf this election

no I1 believe taxes will be raised
that there will be such a looseness of
restraint imposed upon immorality
and such a striking contrast formed
under liberal rule that order honor
honesty and consistent progress of the
city under the peoples regime that as
in ogden the more respectable people
of auall classes w 11 soon desire a return
to former methods the plotters
against the majority will probably be
emboldened to pursue theirthair plans for
the destruction of a republican gov-
ernment in the territory but I1 should
be sorry to believe that congress or
the country will proceedproceed to such un-
constitutional ansand infamous extrem-
ities as those that will be proposed in
any eventtevent there is a power superior

to all men who will overrule all
things that happen for the good of
those who serve him ly

president woodruff appeared to be
in good health and not in the least
worried over the result of the election
he is adownow in hishia year and ap-
parentlyparently as strong and well preserved
as the ordinary man at 50

THE POLICY OF REWARD

THE nature of causes is exhibited
by their results this truism will
bear an application to an
that occurred on february 1615

to illustrate it is necessary to go
some distance behind it during
the progress of the recent election
campaign our esteemed
the heraldberald intimated that judge
powers chairman of the liberal
central committee was laboring for
financial rew ardit being understood
that hebe was to receive a stated sum
providing the opposition should gain
the election

there are a great many besides
our who believe that
the amount of disinterestedness in
the political operations of judge
powers could be thrust into a per-
sonssonIs eye without drawing water be
that as it may he did not wish that
view to exist unopposed in the
earlier stage of his operations so
like a true and honest patriot he de-
nied the soft impeachment over hisbig
own signature he recoiled with
horrorr at the allegation he was
laboring for the good of the cause
that had crept into his expansive
bosom and nestled snugly by the
spot where his heart is supposed to
be located his manly breast
throbbed with sorrow at the bare
intimation that he should for
pay recognize the running of
BR 0 W special trains to
the colorado line to register
gangs of workmen that they might
come in on free passes and vote for
the liberals in the election of a
city which many of them had never
seen the idea that he would sup-
port the fraudulent swelling of
cc liberal and the illegal diminu-
tion ol01of1 peoplespeopled registration for a
monetary consideration worked on
the pure soul of
the intrepid bmiander so he
denied it

the incident of saturday was
connected with a banquet given
him by his political bedfellowsbed fellows at the
walker house one of the features
of that mutual admiration circum-
stance was the presentation to
judge powers of a certified check
for as a recognition of his
services to the liberal party dur-
ing the late campaign of course
recognition means payment except


