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9606 all was lost the oldest child was
then but a week old and the family
wereere thrown almost naked upon the
world to subsist upon charity as bestbeat
they could the boy in her husbands
employ was killed with the machete
before her eyes torfor what reason she
did not know we say many children
without a living relative and in one
house a number of old women cower-
ing in the corner like frightened ani-
mals their husbands and sons having
all been killed we intended to take a
coach from arroyo Naranjode to cal
abajar a distance of perhaps one
league but the spanish army had ap-
propriated all the horses and there
was no alternative but to walk As we
were starting the spanish commandant
met us a young fellow who happened
to be a gentleman and courteously
tendered us an escort of soldiers when
we declined the honor saying that we
felt no fear he politely but firmly for-
bade us to go without the escort
saldsaid he you dont know what you
are undertaking one or two persons
might possibly go unmolested but
there axeare too many of you our party
had been increased by several ac-
quaintancesquain at naranjo your corres-
pondent being the only american
soldiers were stationed all along the
way on to prevent the pass-
ing of paxpartiesties you will surely be
taken for insurrectionists or spies or
fired on from the forts farther oftoff
we saw the philosophy of the shot
faun and concluded to accept
the escort thereupon the command
ante dispatched a message post haste
to summon a squad of soldiers and
another on the run to notify the little
forts alosie the line that we were not
to be molested at last we set out
a funny cavalcade with two ladlesladies in
the center soldiers to the right of us
wolsoldiersdiers to the left of us marching
down the middle of the dusty road un-
der the burning sun how feeble and
hungry the alleged guards looked

boys in their teens in their blue
cotton suits and straw hats if it
came to a conflict with fists every one
of us could have vanquished half a
dolfen of the dispirited fellows but each
was a walking arsenal with gun and
knife and machete arriving at cala
bazar the chains stretched across the i

highway which served as a deadlinedead line
for the were removed
the sentinels in the forts saluted as
we passed and the escort straggled
back on the weary way to naranjo
later on returning by train to habana
we learned the wisdom of the com
man dantes precaution there had
been skirmishing that day within a
league of the town last visited the
spaniards had not come oftoff victorious
and consequently were in unusually
vicious moods and the lives of a party
ofaf strangers cubans headed toward
the recent scene of action would not
have been worth much As it was we
murmurs about american spies my
harmless notebook came near getting
us into serious trouble as it was sus
picplclonedtoned to contain a plan of the
spanish fortifications fortunately the
camera was left at home that day and
for the first time in my life I1 blessed
my inability as an artist for otherwise I1

I1 should have been sketching some of
those picturesque forts had such a
picture been found upon me it Is
doubtful if I1 would now be writing
this letter k

los fossos that den of death in
habanaabanafl where a few weeks ago the

were dying at the rate
of a day has been tramstransformedformed into
ajoA tolerableleMble decent hospital thanks to
the red cross paint soap and water
havebave been without stint conven-
ience have been addedaddedandand physicians
and nurses are in dally attenattendancedauee
one who visits the place by day toIs pro-
foundlyfounIly impressed by the improvement
but eternal vigilance is the price

of it or rather eternal
scrubbing losloa fossos tola the general
sleeping place for the whole of the
army of beggars mostly
dosdoe who swarm the streets of havana
by day seeking what they may devour
at nightfall they drag themselves back
with all their sores filth and infirmities
to the only shelter they know soup is
dispensed and they lie down and wait
for another day of beggary then the
pencil is worthy the pencil of dore
wrapped in their rags and tatters some
almost naked men women and children
lieae in long rows on the floor in thecourtyardcourtyardyard under the carts wherever
a human body can find room many of
them axeare orphaned children here and
there a solitary little wretch alone in
the weary world or a bevy of ffather-
less and motherless brothers and sist-
ers clinging to one another for pro-
tectiontec tion but los fossos is infinitely bet-
ter than it used to be since all are now
tolerably surecure of comet hing to eat at
least once a day through the bounty of
the united states formerly it was the
morning task of the charitable to go
about among the melancholy heaps of
humanity and pick out the dead from
the living taking dead children from
the mothers arms or finding perhaps a
dead mother with crying children
crawling over her ae ars yesyea we shed
shed them and they continue to flow
day afteraf ter day but works are more to
the purpose these poor souls demand
sympathy and more than that they
need substantial aid

the red cross society continues to
have more or less trouble with the
spanish authorizesauthorites in cuba unex-
pected obstacles are constantly pop-
ping up like banquot ghost and de-
lays are the order of the hour just now
there is a kick in the custom house
over an insignificant box of toys
which would be regular godsendgod send in
the new orphanage itif the waifswaife could
only get hold of them although spamspain
subscribed to the treaty of geneva long
before the united states came into the
fold she has never expected the amer-
ican amendment the terms of her
treaty providing only for sick and
wounded soldiers in time of war if it
were riotnot torfor the worlds opinion it tois
doubtful itif she would admit the ameri-
can red cross at all into her island
colony since the cubans are about the
only ones to be benefitted for the
orphanage just established miss bar-
ton leased a commodious house in a
quiet suburb of havana a beautiful
old fashioned casa with large airy
rooms and ample grounds the once
luxurious home ofaof a titled spaniard all
was ready for the reception of seventy
five orphans when the first hitch oc-
curred unfortunately we had been
speaking of it as the childrens

because naturallyrally all the stara
ing waits are ailing just as the children
were about to be moved in the alcaldi
decided that it was against the law to
establish a hospital outside of certain
limits but after a few weeks delay the
necessary papers were made out under
the name of an asylum and things
proceeded exactly as had been first in-
tended only thirty five children be-
tween one and six years of age are
there at present all full orphans most-
ly taken from los fossos many are
too feeble from long continued hunger
to sit up and a number of them will
probably die when they first entered
the stately portals and saw the marble
floors and beautiful frescoes of the old
time palace their delight and astonish-
ment was unbounded said one girl
esta el clelo Is it heaven the

work of preparing them forfoil their new
home was a tedious one for the nurses
most of the waits had never been prop-
erly in their lives all were filthy be-
yond degree one boy of allii years had
never worn any sort of dargarmentment and

1 many hadbad never before felt the
touch of soap and warm water
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after all hadbad passed underdundei
the scrubbing brush and had bebaud6 li
shorn of their tangled andpopulated locks they were arrayedto agarments of various sorts from a bag
box of second hand clothing bearudthe afan81 agn of the united statesSta citedcross given a supper of oatmealoat meal aadaftamilk and put to bed about 9 ocl A
I1 went over to look at them it wasight for angels to see the rows otneat white cots each with its sootleM
sheets and pillows and under the sottsoftblanket a9 sleeping child who had never
before known the luxury of a clecleab
bed the beautiful but somewhatdilapidated cherubs on the frefrescoeded
walls seemed to look down with IVRY
on the suffering worn cherubs belowthe fragrance of flowers floated tointhrough the windows the hallowed
benediction of the moon restedall never in its pal days did theold casa of the spanish aristocrat so0richly merit the blessings of heaventhe new orphanage is under the direct
supervision of the well known dr Amonae lesser and his wife ofyork city dr lesserlesaer as everybody
knows is the surgeon in chief of lawtbred cross hospital at new york tnonly one in america I1 believe wbwas founded about four years abow 1
his wife then miss bettina hofkerwhen a young girl this lovely awlady began to nurse the poor in their bobeeshe found that love for the professionwas not the only requirement ofnf aft
proper nurse and in sheah entered
the mount sinai training school fwnurses in two years she was madugradm adu
abed received the prize medal ofvf Whs
class and immediately resumedresume hw
former work mainly through SSher
efforts within one month a little and
waswaa started torfor the establishment dtdcahospital which quickie developeddevelop into
that most beneficent institution akenew york red crosscrose hospital SSama
training school for nurses docado
lesser leaves a large practice at haidehamong the wealthy class of ow
metropolis and of course his uniun
labor of love in cuba tois financial agreat loss to him but he is heartt and
soul in the work and will remain hew
until the orphanage is well under wy
every afternoon he receives the BOOT
for gratuitous treatment Althoualthoughgb
the institution is not yet a week old
taley come by scores with all their
woesboes and infirmities to await theirturn in the consulting room thephysicians in havana have benbeell cor-
dially invited to operatecooperateco and meny
lend their aid and counsel

dr hubell miss bartons longtimelong timeatme
right hand man is of course one of the
red cross party also dr E winfieldegan a well known young physician
of boston who has accompanied noalsa
barton on several previous expeditions
and two or three other trusted assist-
ants all giving their time and service
gratuitously

where does the money come from teIs
there danger that the supplies alif
give our are questions often asked
to the latter I1 can confidently ireply
that the bounty will not fall if I1 know
my countrymen as long as pressing
need continues As to the large QUOunla
of money required a great deal has
been contributed from various sources
subscriptions started by newspapers
funds raised in churches private dona
nations etc the christian herald orof
new york acting toror the christichriatianChrtatian
endeavor has promised to furner

a month for six months misa
barton herself has a considerable for-
tune every penny of which Is bonse
crated to red cross wok whenever
a new calamity requires her adaad theshe
telegraphs the associated press that
she iri10 going and starts off at once
and funds never rail to flow in ba
she tois at the fore in many cases tlthe
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primary needs of man have had to teebt
supplied tools and materials bovah


