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A I1 believe I1 know gafaras far as a

human being can know from a divine
source that that revearevelationtion is from
god but circumstances have arisen of
such a character as to compel us to no
longer obey it

Q to suspend its operation
A not to suspend but to cease its

practice
Q to suspend the operationoperationration of whwhatat

is still a divine principlee
A yes the truth is unchangeable
Q then you do not understand

that god has changed that principle
A not in the least
Q but that he has given permis-

sion to cease the practiceseis that the
idea

A circumstances have been such
surrounding us for so many years that
I1 could not of course help seeing in
the position I1 occupied having hadbad to
pass through pretty severe ordeals on
this question that unless there was
someaume wonderful interposition of provi-
dence the force of public opiopinionDion be-

coming intensified as the years roll by
would eventually compel us either to
cease its practice or wew would be
crushed that seemed to me an
inevitable consequence I1 hoped
for bearoeara that there would be some
such interposition of god that the

give us credit for our
sincerity and that it would see in this
practice that we were animated by
thethe sincerest and bestbeat of motives I1
believe god inspired president wood-
ruff to say unto us that we had gone
far enough

Q this manifesto is the advice of
president woodruff personally

A yes sirair
Q it tois not a command Is it
A president woodruff is a very

modest man it would have been a
command if some men had issued it
and it waswars a command in hisbis case he
was fully persuaded that the church
at large like himself received a testi-
mony that this manifestomanifeeto was issued
by inspiration from god

president joseph F smith was next
called he said in reply to mr
richards that he had resided herohere
since 1848 since 1885 he had been
absent from the territory most of tilethe
time he was second counselor to
president woodruff which position hebe
had occupied since 1899 the mani-
festo issued by president woodruff in
september 1890 was hal tthehe
witness who said it met is RPap-

proval he had heard of but one per-
son opposed to it as a member of the
church

mr richards what do you under-
stand to be the intention of president
woodruff in issuing the manifesto

A I1 understand it to be to stop the
practice of polygamypoy gamy in the church

Q dodaouaou believe that president
woodruff was inspired by almighty
god to issue it

A emphatically yes I1 do
Q do you believe it would be pleas-

ing or displeasing in the sighteight of god
for any member of the church to enter
into polygamous or plural marriage

A well I1 do not know that I1 am
prepared to say but I1 believe it would
be entirely contrary to the rules of the
church for any man to do so

Q what would be the penalty for
such violation

A well I1 think any person doing
such a thing would be called in question

as to his fellowship aandnd be liable to be
excommunicated frofromm the church to
his knowledge no such marriage had
been consummated since the issuance
of the manifesto neither had he him-
self counseled or advised such a step
his rdadvicevice had been quite to the con
arary

Q have you any expectation or
hope that the practice of bigamy or
plural marriage will be establishedreestablishedre
in the church

A well from my present knowl-
edge I1 do notilot see how it could be possi-
ble I1 think that so long as the cir-
cumstancescundifcumstances continued to exist which
have brought about these results it
would be impossible and inconsistent
to supposeose any such thing could be

Q then you do not expect any
such thing will be

A no
mr varian do you believe that the

principal of plural marriage came
through a revelation from god to
joseph smith to this people

A emphatically yes sirair I1 do
Q do you believe that god has re-

voked it changed it as a true prin-
ciple

A 1I believe that hebe has suffered it
to be revoked that is so far as the prac-
tice of it is19 concerned

Q I1 am speaking of the principle of
plural marriage

A I1 do not think he has revoked
the principle

Q doda you understand that the
revelation undnd law concerning it is to
be eliminated from the church books
and doctrine

A 1idodo not know that I1 do
Q do you understand thattha the

manifesto applies to the cohabitation of
men and women in plural marriage
where it already exists

A I1 cannot say whether it does or
not I1 think however that the effect
of it jigis so I1 do not see how it can be
otherwise

Q do you understand that this
manifesto is toetile result of direct revela-
tion

A I1 understand it to be the result
of divine inspiration I1 consider it to
bee a Fermspermanenttient stopping of the practice
of POpolygamyagamyv the present condition
of things having brought this about I1
do not see how it is possible to re-
establish theth principlemr dickson you think that if an
attempt were made to reestablishestablishre it
though there might be no law on the
subject public sentiment would bring
about the nae result as now

witness answered yes
therhe court adjourned at this stage un

til 2 pm

the examination of witnesses in thecurochurch cae was resumed tuesday
oct before master in chancery
loofbourow when the court re-
assembled

APOSTLELB SNOW
was calledalli to the stand examexaminedined by
mr F BS richardhards he said be was
seventy sevensevell years of age on the ard3rd
of april last liehe resided in brigham
city and had been living in this terr-
itory since 1848 he was president of
the quorum of the twelve which po-
sition he had held about two
years andaal a halfa looking
at presidentdelat woodruffs mani-
festo handedbanded to him by counselscounsel
witness said it met with hishill approval

he waswaa present at the Conconferenceconfereeferen
when the manifestofestO was unanimouslyous y
adopted probably from nine to eleven
thousand persons wereabre there as mernmem
hereof the church frumfrim all parts of
the territory H had never heard ofany opposition to or dissent from the
manifesto on the part of any members
of the church he distinctly under
stoodthethe object of that manifesto Wwab
to stop plural marriage aandnd certainly
he believed that president woodruff
was inspired of god to issue it hebelieved it would be very displeasing
to god for any member to retact contrary
thereto it would be contrary also to
the rules of the church antiand the pen-
alty

pen-
ally would be excommunication heknew of no plural marriage havinshaving
taken place since the issuance of the
manifesto sinceBince then he hail not inany way counseled members of the
church to contractdet plural marriagecross examined by mr varian hestated that the revelation on pluralmarriage was partly permissive andpartly mandatory and that the mani-
festo repealed the law in tilethe same way
that god gave the law of moses to is-
rael in the place of the gogoel whichhe first revealed to them

Q do you expect that plural mar-
riage will ever ueoe reestablishedestablishedre in thechurch

A As to that matter I1 could not
pretend to know the designs of god
but I1 will answer the question as you
have asked me my opinion under
the present condition I1 of affairs I1 dodg
not see how it could ever be changed
sogo that the practice of polygamy bourdcould
be again introduced

Q do you believe or expect now
that it will ever be reestablishedestablishedre

A I1 have no expectation that it
will I1 believe the revelation commu-
nicated to president WoodwoodruffFuff was for
the purpose of stopping its practice en-
tirely

Q do you believe that the associa-
tion in plural marriage of those already
in it Is forbidden by tthishIs mamanifestoanifesto

A well I1 cannot say what Wwag
in the mind of president wood-
ruff when he issued the mani-
festo touching that tntmatterter but I1
bebelievelieve from the general scope of that
manifesto that it certainly embraces it
because it is clearly the intention as
indicated in the manifesto that the law
should be observed touching matters in
relation to plural marriage

Q does it say anything except as
to the future entering into plural mar-
riage intonerinto new relations

A it expresses his intention and
then gives his counsel to all the people
to follow the direction given to obey
the law touching everything pertain-
ing 0t the marriage relation

Q but does it say so
A no
Q then it does not express its full

meaning
A perhaps not
Q Is there anythinganything else you un-

derstanddderstand as expressed but not stated in
terms in that manifesto

A 1I do not remember particularly
Q do you understand that there is

a prohibition against those who have
already entered into polygamy as well
as the prohibition against the contrac-
ting of future plural marriages

A I1 thought I1 had explained that
the intention of that manifesto or the
intention in mind


