. B8O

A,—I believe [ know, nafarasa
human belng can know, from & divine
source, that that revejation i from
God; but circumatances have arisen of
such o character as to compel us to no
longer obey it.

Q.—To suspend its operation?

A.—Not to suspend, but to cease jts
practice.

}.—To suspend theoperation of what
iz gtili a divine principle?

A .—Yes, the truth is unchangeable.

Q.—Then you do not understand
that God has changed that principle?

A.~Notin the least.

Q.—But that He has given permis-
slon to ceass the practice—is that the
iden? .

A .—Clircumstances have been such
surrounding us for so many years, that
I conld not, of course, help seelog in
the position I occupied—baving had to
puass through pretty severe ordeals on
this question—that unless there was
suie wonderful interposition of Provi-
dence, the force of public opinion, be-
coming intensified ax the yeara roil by,
would eventually compel us either to
cense its practice, or we would be
crushed, That seemed to me an
inevitable conseguence. I hoped
for years that there would be some
such Interposition of God—that the
natio ould give us credit for our
singerity, and that it would see in this
piactice that we were animated by
the sincerest and best of motives. 1
believe God inspired Presldent Wood-
ruff Lo say unto us that we had gone
fur enough.

Q).—This manifesto is the adv
President Wuodruff personally?

A .—Yes, sir,

). —1It is nota command, s it?

A ,—President \’\"otu.h'uﬂr is n very
mouest man. It would bave been n
command if some men had issued it,
and it was a command in his case, He
wae {ully persuaded that the Church
al large, like himsel(, recelved a testi-
mony that this manifesto was 1ssued
by inspiration rom God.

President Joseph F, Bmith was next
called. He said, in reply to Mr.
Richards, that he had resided here
since 1848, Blnce 15885 he had Leen
absent from the Territory most of the
time, He was second Couuselor to
President Woodruff, which position be
had vccupied since 1888, The mani.
festo issued Ly President Woodrufl in
Septemper, 1880, was ha ad(to the
witness, who raid It met%ith his ap-
proval. He had heard of but one per-
eon opposed to it as & member of the
Church.

Mr. Richards—What do you under-
stand to be the intention of President
Woodruff inissuing the manifesto?

A .—I understand it to be to stop the
pragtice of po’'ygamy in the Church.

Q.—Do jou believe that President
Woodruff was iusplred by Almighty
God to issue it?-

A. (emphatically }—Yes, [ do.

Q.— Do you believe it would be pleas.
ing or displeasing in the sight of God
for any member of the Church Lo enter
into polygamous or plural marrisge?

A, —Well, I do not know that T am
E‘raepnred to 2ay; but [ believe it wouid

entirely contrary to the rules of the
Ohurch for any man to do so.

Q.—What would Le the penalty
stich violation?

A.—Weli, I think any person doing
such a thing would e ealled in queation

for
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an to his fe]lowshlp and be liable to be
excomm unicated from the Church. To
his knowledge no such marriage had
been confummapted since the issuance
of the manifesto, neither had he him-
self coungeled or advised such a step.

| His advice had been quite to the con-

trary.

Q.—Have you any expectation or
hope that the practice of bigamy or
plural marriage will be r%-eatablished
in the Chureh? I

A.—Well, from my present knowl-

'edge 1 do not see how it gould be possi.

ble. I think that so long as the gir-
cumstauces contjpued to exist which
have brought about these resulta it
would be impossible and ineonsistent
to suppose any such thing could be,

Q. —Then you do not expect nny
such thing will be?

A.—No,

Mr, Variao—Do you believe that the
principal of plural marriage came
through 2 revelation from God to
Joseph 8mith to this people?

A. {emphatigally)—Yes, sir, I do.

Q.—Do you believe that God has re-
voked it~~changed it as a true prin-
ciple?

A —I believe that he has suffered it
to e revoked, that ia so far as the prac-
tice of it i3 concerned.

Q.—1 am speaking of the principle of
plural marriage?

A.—1 do pot think He has revoked
the principle.

Q~—Ds you understaud that the
revelation and Jaw councerning it 18 to
be eliminated from the Church hbooks
and doctrine?

A.—1 do not know that I do.

. Q—Do you understand that the
manifesto applies to the cohabitation of
men and Women in plural marriage
where it Already exiata? .

A,—L canpot say whether it does or
oot. 1 think, however, thut the eflect
of itis s0. 1 do not ses how It can be
otherwise.

Q—Do you understand that this
manifesto 18 the result of direct revelin-
tion?

A.—1 understand it to be the result
of divine inspiration. I coneider it to
he a permanent stopping of the practice
of polygamy. The present condition
of things bavipe brought this about, I
do ool 888 how it ig possible o re-
establish the prigej ple.

Mr. Dickeson—You think that if an
attempt Were mpde to re-establish ft,
though there miyht be no law on the
subject, public gentiment would bring
about the eAme resylt ag now?

Witness anawered yes.

. ‘The court adjourpert at this stage un.
til 2 p.m.

The examination of witnesses in the
Churech case was resumed Tuesday
Oct. 20th, before Master in Chancery
Loofbourow. . Whep the court re-
aspembled
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waa calle the stand. Examined by
Mr. F. B. Righnrds he sald he was
seventy-seven yenrs of age on the 3rd
of April Inst, he regided in Brigham
City, and had been living in this Ter-
ritory since 1848, He was president of
the quortm of the Twelve, which po-

gition he had held about bwo
years and n haif, Looking
at Presidert  woodruff’s moani-
festo, banded t; him by counsel,

witness said it met with his approval.

He was present at ‘the (Conf

when Lhe manifesto was unanin(;;?xl;f;
adopted. Probably from ninpe to eleven
thousand persons were there as mem-
bersof tbe Chureh, from g]) parts of
the Territory. He had never heard of
any opposition to or dissent from the .
maunifesto on the part of any members
of the Church. He distinetly under-
stootd’th(-i objle-etot that manifesto was
to stop plural marringe; and i

he believed that Preaiaeut. \’(:fﬁ;(?all?ulg
was inspired of God to issue it., He
bulieved it would be very displeasing
to God for any member tn net contrary
thercto. 1t would be contrary also to
the rules of the Church, and the pen-
alty wouid be excommunication. He
koew of no plural marringe having
taken place eince the issunnce of the
manifesto, Bincetben he Lald not jo
any way counseled members of the
Church to conlract plura] marringe

Cross-exnmined by Mr. Varlnn'he
stated that the revelation op plural
marrisge was partly permissive and

artly maodatory, nod that the mani-
festo Tepealed the law in the spnie wny
that God gave thelaw of Muses to [a-
rael in the place of the Gospel which
He first revealed to them. -~

Q._-I_)lc; you expect that plural mar-
riage will eVer be re-establish
i : ed in the

A.—Agtothat matter [

retend to know the deslgnﬁol;lfnggE
but I will answer the question aa you,
have asked me my opinion, Upder
the present condition® of affairs [ do
nolt:““: hl;:w it coiuld ever Le changed
so that the practice of pol y
be agai[r)l introduged. M (,ould

Q.—Do you believe or ex
that it will ever be re-est.ab]iah‘::.ie'; "

AT ha_ve 0o expectaiion that it
will. I believe the revelation commag-
nicated to Yresident Woodruff wus for
the purpose of stopping ita practice en-
tirely-

Q._—D:I) yo;x belle;ve that the associa-
tion in plural marriage of tho g
in it is forbidden by this muu??eztlg'?gdy

A.—Well, I cannot say what was
in the mind of President Woud-
ruff when he issued the mani-
festo touching that matter; but I
pelieve from the generaj scope of that
manifesto that it certainly embraces it,
bechuse it ia clearly the “inteption as
indicated 1n the manifesto that the law
should be observed touching maltersin
relation to p.lural marringe,

Q.—Does it pay BOything except as
to the future entering into plural mar-
ringe—into new relations?

A, —It expresses his intention, and
then gives his counsel to all the people
to foliow the direction given—to obey
the law touching everything pertaln-
ing t? the muarriage relation.

Q.—But does it say so?

A.—No,

Q.—Then it does not exprees ita full
meaning?

A .—Perhapa not,.

Q.— s there anything else you un-
deratand as expressed but not atated in
terms in that manifesto?

A.,—I do not remember particularly.

Q.—Do you understand that there is
a prohibition agaiost those who have
already entered into polygamy as well
as the prohibition against the contrace-
ting of fulure plural marriages?

A.—I thought T had explained that.
The intention of that manifesto, or the
jntention In PresidentWoodrufl’s mind



