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Rliscellancons,

A GOLDEN RECORD.

The following account of lives and
deeds which honor human nature is
eopied from the Paris correspondent of
the Boston Congregationalist : L g A

" THE MONTYON PRIZES,

 The Montyon prizes, distributed by
the Academy of France, to persons
made known to them as having exhibi-
ted remarkable virtues, or having per-
%rm_ed unexampled deeds of charity.
he society holds its annual meeting in
June, and this year the reports were
not less interesting than usual. The
rizes were founded in 1782; as we have
efore stated, and were instituted to
reward the poor who make sacrifices
for those more unfortunate than them-
selves, or who sustain with Christian
fortitude, their own great trials.

The persons themselves do not come
to relate their deeds, and claim rewards.
They are in almost all cases those who
are not conscious of doing anything re-
markable, and who perhaps never heard
of a society which rewards those whodo
well. Those who wish to present them
make known their history, first to the
municipal officer in the neighborhood
where they dwell. He substantiates the
facts stated by the testimony of many
who are acquainted with them, and

submits them to the Prefect of the De-
- partment, who must also make himself
perfeetly acquainted with the individ-
uals mentioned, and if he finds that the
narratives are true he sends them to the
Secretary of the Academy, properly
testified. |

The conduct which is to be rewarded
must have been pursued during a period
of at least two geara. During the last
twenty years the same person has been
employed to examine all the cases and
decide which is the most worthy of
notice, and is often obliged to choose
among a hundred. There are four
thousand one hundred dollars to be-
stow, and the society is at liberty to
give it all to one, or divide it into few
or many. There are usually about
twenty who become recipients.

One would suppose that in the course
of eighty years the existence of such . a
fund would become g0 well kflown that
many cPEﬂpIE would attempt to earn a
rewar I:g conforming to the requi-
sitions. But the villages and cottages
of France are almost.as isolated now as
they were centuries afo, and not half
the people can read. In the reports of
these eighty years there are the histo-
ries of two thousand lives full of noble
deeds, and in connection with them we
learn the histories of thousands more,
full of suffering, dark with sin, or light
with heroism, in colors which no ima-
gination could deepen.

. WHAT ONE WOMAN HAS DONE.

This year we read of a woman who
has spent all her life in a ereche, which
is an institution peculiar to f‘ra._nce,
and is where poor women, who are
obliged to go every day to toil, deposit
their children in the morning and .re-
turn for them in the evening, They
are fed and cared for during the day by
kind nurses, kept clean and in good
air, and supplied with medical attend-
ance for only a few cents, Sister Gene-
vieve has thus taken care of 2,225 in-
fants in the last ten yearsonly, in one
of the poorest quarters of Paris.

But she did not confine her labors to
children. The parents were equally
objects of her solicitude, many who had
separated and were thus entailing dis-
honor upon their offspring, she induced
to unite again, and a hundred and seven
who had never been married, she led to
the altar, and thus legitimized more
than two hundred children. In one
instance she spent seven years of un-
wearied effort to bring about such a
union; but there were six children, the
eldest of whom was twenty years of age.
She adopted ten erphans and provided
for them in the world, and rescued two
little street singers from the wretched
life to which they were doomed by their

arents, and placed them in good fami-

ies, and aided many young girls to
marry by the litile money they needed
to begin life, and saved many more
from temptation and sin. To record all
the details of sueh a life and those con-
nected with it would fill a volume. and
what a volume! Has romance :nyfhing
{0 compare with reality?

| What a

|

THE DESERET NEWR.

. A STORY FOR YOUNG LADIES AND
ANOTHER FOR EMPLOYERS.

Another prize was given to a young
girl who earns her living by dancing in
a theater. She has lived always in the
midst of poverty and seduction without
ever having been contaminated, and
never sinks under burdens that would
seem in,antzﬂ)ortable with the aid of |
wealth and luxury. A sick mother and
an aged uncle are entirely dependent |
upon her, and besides taking all the
care of them, she does the work of the
family and leads a little brother to
school. In the middle of the day she
walks three miles to the theater for
Erﬂﬂtiﬁe, and returns to perform her

ousehold labor, and in the evening
walke again the same distance to return
after midnight, always cheerful, and
comporting herself with such dignity
that the most gay and thoughtless re-
gard her with respect and admiration.

pit{y that some other sphere
cannot be found for a soul so noble, a
11fe so heroie¢! Another instance is that
of- the proprietor of a large establish-
ment, who was presented by the wishes
of the hundred young men and women
he employed, because of hisuprightand
generous conduct, which enabled them
also to live uprightly. 'When they are
gsick he pays the physician, medicine
and care they need. hen bread rises

above the ordinary price, he pays the | can scarcely believe them human.

difference for them. When they be-
come too old for work he gives them a
pension, and provides for widows and
orphans.

WHAT A RICH WOMAN DID.

Often it is only a medal which is |

given, merely to express the sentiments
of homage inspired by a life of self-
denial and good works.

In one case all the officials of a ecity
and a great proportion of the inhabi-
tants send a petition that this may be
granted to a lady who has been an angel
of mercy in their midst, and whom the
designate as the ‘‘benefactrice of Bail-
leul,”” the town in the north, on the
borders of Belgium, where she lived.
She was rich, and in early youth conse-
crated nearlyall her income to the poor.
When she became a mother and saw
how much care was necessary for the
moral and physical health of a child,
she said, ‘‘How is it possible for the
children of the poor to live?”. Eighty
little boys became Ler adopted children,

and received from her all a mother’s | struction of cattle, horses, Hogs, shee

care and instruction. When she be-
came a widow she left her home to
reside in a school, where six hundred
girls were collected from among the
g)orest, and taught to work as well as

read under her direction. But not
only these which she immediately su-
perintended, but all the institutions of
charity of the city and surrounding
country eonsidered her their directress
and counselor. She not only gave her
fortune but herself, and has devoted

{ her loom her only fortune, She saved

forty years to this laborious life.
In this case the wealth of the indi-
vidual did not exclude her from partici-

pating in the honors which the Academy | at Tehawna mills was carried off by the

| all interesting. We cannot help comin

| always the possibility that they

could bestow, because she made herself
poor for others’ sake,

SEVERAL REMARKABLE CASES,

We then read of four women in differ-
ent quarters of the country, who have
nothing, and yet who have endowed
many. One is a simple lace weaver,

enough, penny by penny, to buy a
small house, in which she placed eight
boxes, which served for beds, and where
she entertained strangers, not asking
first if they were angels.  Her cot was
erected among the dreary peaks of the
mountains of Auvergne, where poor
.wayfarers often Iost themselves in the
snow, though it is the custom for the
bells of the village to be tolled at certain
hours of the day and night, to serve as
a guide when storms came suddenly to
obscure the sun and stars. But she
collects also poor orphans and teaches
them, visits the sick far and near, not
in the day as this would give her no
time for work, but in the night, and
the people of the country do not seem
to regard it as anything very rémark-
able, merely calling her ‘the good
woman of the mountains.” . All this
she does while earning only eight cents
a day. One must live in France to be- |
lieve that this small sam can
human being, and leave her a mite for

 taught within the
ourish a | ingh

others. Another, whose trade is iron-

ing, finds time and money for many |the year, 346; total value of school pro-

and durin
dl

siek and poori

. ihe seamons
of cholera, in

] n , devoted her mum
dayswnd nights he dead, the dying | 2,026.

and the afflicted, and has lived since
thirty years a life all to others.
Another, who was born in comfort-
able circamstances, learns a trade, the
profits of which she has devoted during
twenty-five years to the unfortunate.
Another, who came to pass many
months in a hospital in Paris, to learn
to take care of the sick, and returned
to her native country among the Vos-
es, to organize a hospital, persuading
hree neices and twenty other young
girls to become of it the sisters of char- |
ity, where they have labored thirty-
four years. Three others in Savoy
united their fortunes of six thousand
dollars to'establish a “community’ for
all the sick and unfortunate of their
canton, ' fs

These are a few which we have ex-
tracted from the Reports of two years
only, and as we stated at the commence-
ment, there are eighty filled with simi-
lar narratives, many of them long, and

to the conclusion that the land is ful
of misery and ignorance when we see

such au army of heroes devoted to de- |

stroying it, and it is not new to ebserve
that it consists mostly of women, who
exhibit the bravery of soldiers and the
compassion of angels, who in almost all
cases exhibit characters so noble, so
free from the dross of earth, that we

Those who toil in connection with
great societies, whose names and deeds
are constantly before the public, may
be as pure and noble, but there is
are
moved by a little worldly ambition,
while most of these are persons who
could not possibly dream of being
known except to those they aid, and
among those motives there is not the
smallest place for an unhallowed de-
sire,

It has often seemed to us that in no
country were there instances of such
aggravated and revolting erime as in
France, but it has oceurred to us often
to think, also, that among no people.
are the virtues of self-sacrifice and de-
votion to others so universal,
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GREAT FLOOD AND DESTRUCTION OF
PROPERTY.—G. W. Colby, .of Colby’s
Landing, arrived in this city last night
by the steamer Victor from Red Bluff,
and he informs us that the high water
on the upper Sacramento and the de-

and other property are unprecedented.
The country above is an open sea, ac-
cording to his statement. At Nourse's
warehouse, near Chico, the water stood
two feet on the floor. At Tehama the
water was so high that the people went
with boats in the streets and over the
sidewalks into the stores. In Tehama
county, Widow Simpson lost some 200
hogs, and A. G. Toomies 150 head of
cattle, 60 head in one lot. In Toomes’
granary, which contained 300 tons of
wheat, the water rose to the eaves,
wetting and spoiling the whole lot for
flour. Read & MeceCreary’s warehouse

flood, but about 1,000 sacks of flour,
which were in it, had been taken out
just before the flood eame. The pon-
toon bridge at Red Bluff was carried
off. At éﬂlb 's Landing, about ten
miles above Chico, the water stood at
the depth of about two feet. Colby
loses about $10,000 worth of hogs and a
large quantity of hay. The Montgom- |
ery Brothers, at Colby’s Landing, will
lose about 5,000 sheep, which were
valued at about $20,000. Other losses
oecurred, of which the particulars could
not be ascertained. The Victor passed
the swell of the flood between Chicoand
Colusa, and it was*supposed it would
reach this city during this afternoon,
but in greatly diminished hight, as
before reaching here it will spread over
a vast expawse of country.—[Sac. Union,
Dec. 20th.
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the December number of the Imdiana
School Journal we gather the followi
educational statistics of that state for
the present year: The whole number

ng | put himself in the

of children, between the age of six and
twenty-one, is 559,778; school disfricts,
8,399; districts in which schools were
ear, 8,166; pupils at-
tending primary schools, 390 ’714; attend- |
ighschools, 12,098, numbar of teach-
ersemployed, 9,493; expended for tuitien,
$1,020,440; school houses built within.

rty, $4,515,734; total number of schoel
y 8,231; numb#&y of private schoels, i

THE CABLE—AN AGE OF WON-
DERS.

But if this is an age of humbug if is
also an age of wonders. On the day be-
fore Thanksgiving business called me
to the office of the Western Union
Telegraph Company, corner of Liberty
street and Broadway, New York. This
company as those who read the Union
must be aware, is a grand monster com-
bination of; nearly all the telegraph
material and interests of this Western
world, and under its roof the mysterious
union of the Atlantic Cable with your
overland wire takes place. Here in an
upper room sets the man Cyrus, the
very'wire and electricity of the great
nineteenth century wonder, and here,
like Jove himself, he graspshis thunder
bolts, and rules earthand air and ocean.
The first and second floors and part of
the third floor of the I
filled with operating desks, and all day
and all night long the ceasless click of
the instrument tells to the listening ear
that New York never sleeps, and is
ever holding colloquy with the outside
world. Between one hundred and fifty
and two hundred operators are employ -
ed in this building and the noise of the
instruments when all are at work is
like that of a Lowell cotton factory. Oun
the fourth floor is the office of the As-
sociated Press, very coenvenient to the
source whence it derives its principle
intelligence from abroad. On the day
above mentioned, while in the rooms
of the Association, thre word was passed
that ‘‘a cable,”” meaning a dispatch by
cable, was coming up. The manifold-
ers, whese business it is to multiply
copies of the dispatches handed to them;
“‘put up’’—i. e. prepared—theireighteen
or twenty sheets of thin paper, and soon
the signal from the telegra;;ih operator
announced the dispatch taken and it
was put in hand. The eypherin which
cable messages are sent to the Associa-
tion hasfirst to be unraveled. But this
was the work of a few seconds. Pens—
or rather manifold implements—flew,
and in about nine minutes from the
time it was taken off the wires the news
was on its way in twenty different
copies to the city and counfry press.
But the marvel was not at an end. In
less than five minutes ‘‘San Francisco’’
was announced, and soon a message
burning hot from the other end of the
earth was putin shape for the press
and sent out to appear with the cable
news in the evening editions. A Thus,
in the space of halfan hour I had wit-
nessed the transmission of news from
the old world and from the remotest
verge of the new to the common Ameri-
can center, and its delivery to the na-
tion on the wings of the press. If was
like treading enchanted ground, this
standing at the confluence of the two .
great wires that encircle half the earth,
and beholding their swift utterance of
news from the ends of the world. The
words of the Psalmist flashed upon my
thoughts—*There is neither speech nor
language but their voices are heard
among them. Their sound is gone out
into all lands, and their words unto the
ends of the world.—[Cor. of Sae. Union.
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MORALSIN VISALIA, CAL.—The Delta
of December 12th says that intemperance
and gambling are becoming the two
great local evils of Visalia. 'That paper
speaks of it thus: :

Just think of it! Our eceunty pays
more money Jfor intoxieating drinks
every year than for taxes, schools, the
support of the churches, and all bene-
volent objects combined! Itis a miser-
able state of things, Tens and tens of
thousands of hard earned money is
spent every year for that which malkes
idiots, lunatics, criminals and fools of
such multitudes of men in the land.
It is one of the most singular things in
human history tbat men will drink
hell-broth when their reasons tell them
it will poison, curruﬁit., degrade and
ruin them. It isequal { strange that a
man with a thimbleful of brains will
wer of men wheo
live by bling, when he knows that
every chance is against him, and that
they are just as sure of his money as
though they bad it in their hands,

A common sight in Paris at the pre-~
sent time is an immense tree which ix
being borne through the streets prepa-
ratory to its transportation somewhere
or other. Trees of from twenty-five te
forty years old, some of which are
higher than the third floor of the houses
are comparatively easily removed, and
they nearly all recover the shock.

e building are




