duty of such counties to pay nt least |
88 much as they ,draw for
school support, and on the other
hand is the maxim which lien nt
the basia of nll taxatlon for school |
purposes, pamely: “The edueation
ofthe child is the concern of the
Btate.”” Is it the cooecern of the
commonwealth ag a whole, or of its
subdivisions in a county and school
district capacity? [n some States
thlaquestion is determined in one
way, and by others in other. In
view uf conditions existiug in this
Territory we favor a small Terri-
torial tax, distributed according to
achool population, but would have
oo objection to seeing the Gover-
“nora suggestion adopted; ' to the
effect that a county ' having a
poputation of over 10,000 should
not receive more than it paid
for school purposes. This,, as
the Governor suggeats, would partly
offuet inequalities In ass ssments ag
between different counties, and the
fact that ““boom” prices are begin-
ning to prevail in some counties
hut mot in others is an- additional
boceasity for some aafeguard against
excessive inequality in nssessments.
Under such an smendment to tbe
bill, the weaker and poorer counties
would continue to receive the same
aid as heretcfore, save that it would
be increased in comsequence of
“‘bonma” in the stronger and richer
countiua.

The remaining nmendments sug-
gested by the Guverpor relate to
minor matters and defects,and vary
In importance, none of then Ledng
of a specinlly vital nature. The
Territory needs a.school code very
much, and the two *Libersl’’ mem-
bursot the Council regard this _bill
as one that will meet the want. In
this view they are seconded by
nearly every People’s Party niember
of the Assemuly, nnd by the “Lib-
eral” members of the Houwe, bay-
ring the political objections they
have urged againstit. Ft would be
a miafortune to the -Territory were
the bill to fail, but the responsibility
for such o contingency would rest
upon the Governor.

T

|
A PLEA FOR TOLERATION AND |
IMPARTIALITY.

WE bave discovered something
good and fair about the “Mormons??
in the leading &ntl-**Mormon?’ |
lournal of this city. 1t need hardiy |
be said, however, that it does not
proceed * (rom the pen of vne of its
regular ataff. On the contrary, it |
appears to be the product of a non-
‘“Mormon” visitor to thia city, who |

THE DESERE

views the situation here with a just
amil dJispassinnate eye. [t is em-
bodied in editorial comments
designed to break its beneficent
force. Fortunately i1s justice stards
out with such prominence that it
is  wot detrimentally  affected
by the sophistical verbinge by which
it is surrounded. It stands like n
mountaiv of truth tun the midat of a
patelt of swerility. . [t appears over
the nom de plume of “Commercinl
Traveler,’’ aud thatour readers may
judge of ila quality we present it
here:

“After reading in your vaiuable pa-

r of Ssunday morning a leiler by
Rfr. Cha-~. Ellis, “Concerning the Tith-
ing House,” 1 ask the privilege of
space Lo give the views of a stranger
in reply, relying on your fairness pro
or con Lhis case. Iain a stranger in
these parLs, traveling through on busi-

ness, with an eye to observe and an |

ear to hear as | go along.

Mr Ellis refers to Judge Zane’s
opinion of the Act of Conﬁeus as
‘inlended to deprive the Mormon
Church of its power to that extent Lo
mainiain, propagate or perpetuate
polygamy.” Accordmmg to the founda-
ton rock, resigious -liberty, on whigh
thin nation was founded and i8 buails
what right has Congress Lo deprive
any Church of a portion of its
properlty because it maintains a
beliefl contrary to that of other
churches? And if this Church does
propagate heliefs which are wrong,
why not confiscate all her properiy
and prevent the peaceful, or other-
wise, assembling together of her pen-
ple? Did nov Christ reach ‘Fudge not,
that ye be not judged?’ ‘hen shall we
disobey His injunctlon and persecute
as we were olce perseculed? What
denomination but has ¢ricd out in the
dark ages against persecution? And
shall we return now to the usages of
these black periods to smppress this
people? Have we comie to support
religious oppression? Possibly Mr.
Ellis will ask: ‘Do you call Mormon-
istn religion?’ Who shall say? Jesus
tangit ‘Judge not.’ And did He oot
<&y, in answer to the gquestion, 'Whao
will be great,est in the Kingdom of
Heaven?’ "What is that to thee? Tol-
iow thou Me.! Inthe past when wa
were persecuted we did not believe
that persecution was following Christ,
He taught His religion and was perse-

cated for it; and shall we, teach-
ing Hix religion, persecute
those differing from us? 'Then

what ahall become of the Baptists,
Catholics, Congregationaliats, Method-
ists, Presbyterians, eta? All these be-
lieve in Fesus Christ, yet eaeh belioves
on His teaching in a different man-
ner. Now if the Spiritualists shall
take up the eudgel for Jesus Christ
againgt all who worship Him differ-
ently from'themselyes they will have
a big job on hand. And then most
other &enominations beliove Spiritual-
ism tenda to propagate ignorance.
Shall all other denominations then
join to confiscate what little property
the 8pirtualists have been ahle to get
hold of, and siild iess they have besn
able to bold? This is not Christ's
teaching.

Mr. Ellis says “The Mormon aystem
of tithing is Dot compulsory noder
civil law, it i8 Lrue, hut it is compul-
sory, neverthelssa, and hence it Is in
violatlon of the Constitutional gnaran-
tee of religiona liberiy,’ arguing that
if the Mormon dovs wot pay ho is
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‘eut off.' (Then. in the name of religi-
ous liberty, be proposesto withdraw
religious fi’iurty from a people dif-
fering from him.! What will Mr.
Ellis and his friends in Congress
3ay to the compulsery feature of the
Catholic church? *Send your children
to parochial scliools or suffer a with-
drawal of church sacraments. Follow
all the commands of the church in
giviog money, in marrying, in confes-
aion, eic , or suffer 1he same penalty,
What does the withdrawal of church
saeraments mean? Excommunica-
Lion, and, as a consequence, damna-
tion. Many pejple pretend to believe
the Catholic church i menace to the
bulwark ef our nation, -The Public
3chool.” Then lot us not stop in the
good work, but let us treat the Catho-
lies the same as we are treating the
Mormons, confiscate their property
also, in order to deprive them of the
power to maintain, propagate or per-
petuate its dogmas.

‘I do not belisve that God will ever
bless such an outbnrst of religious
frenzy. Rather lot us disseminate the
Lrath through the ghurch, disseminata
knowledge through the public schools,
and by all means known to the law
atop and prohibit polygamy in ang
‘orm, here or elgewhere. Punis
‘alse swearing, and by all known or
discoverable means, apart from reli-
#lous persecution, put down the power
of the ghurch to maintain, propagate
or perpetuate polygamy.’ But do not
tet us foilow the maxim: ‘The end Jus-
:ifies the means.’ Let your modera-
ion be known unic all inen. The
Lord is at hand.-——Phil. iv: 5.

The foregoing is n strong and in-
“elligently presented plea for relig-
ious toleration aod equal treat-
ment, and the paper in which it
originally appeared is compelled to
rush to its usual refuge in order to
oreak its salutary effect. In place of
argument it uses sophistry and misa-
representation. It holds up as a -
powerful point in its favor that the
law’ under which “creed property”
ia confiycated has existed since 1862,
and is applicable to all churches
alike. As te what is meant by
“‘oreed property,” we leave our
readers to conjecture, But ip refer-
zoce to the npplicability of the Iaw,
it is pertinent to ask why It bas net
been applied to other churches
us well as to that of the Latter-day

Baints. The genius of Ameri-
can fiopatitutions demands only
that the law shall be equi-

table in its provisions but that its
administration shail be of the sume
quality. Lo view of the fact also that
thelater law—the Edmunpds-Tucker
measure of 1887—was eancted to
makea solitary vietim of the “*Mor-
mon” church and except all other
churches, the eitation of the statute
of 1882 in relation to the confisca-
tion of creed property’’ of all denomi-
nations beyond a certain amount
| soes to the wallas an argument.
The entire proceeding, legislative
ind judicial, is in conflict with the
ronstitutivnal inhibition against the
creation of nn establishment of re-




