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them. Our relizance 18 not in the wla-'arlse, speaking perverse things, to draw
dom of man; it is not in the abilfty- of awa.y.{liscl‘ples after them.”

man; it is not in hig eloguence; .but} I 'regd again Paul's admonlition to his
It is in the power of ‘God, and ‘there’ peloved Timothy, fHat companion of
we must res(l} our lcase. Our ﬁwﬂt‘{]&l ?;;E'hls soul:

weak; the Gospel we pruach, "to the| wpregch the word;: he instant in sea-
Greeks,”” may now 83 of old ‘seem [00l-{q,n nyut of season: reprove, reblike, ex-

igh, but it |s the power of~God. never- | : i
tht:aless. to those Who are humble and :llf;;te with all longsuffering and doc

believe. The power of God and not| ".mi, the time will come when the

3 ¥
theA power" o ?33 ;‘1:?‘]3":;"“ thhls pe?— wili not endure sound doctrine; but af-
ple “ together, ) €m lere IN)yor thelr own lusts shall they heap to

- the gplendid unity that fa an object] . .
lerson to the world, testifying that here themselves teachera, having Iitching

Christ is not divided! but 1s One; and | "5 4 the
] ¥ shall turn away their
Hlis Church s one. I rejoice in thls|onre from the truth,'and shall be

strength of the Church of Christ. turned unte fables.”

I have Iately listened much to a
learned gentleman from the East, who, I read the warning prophecy of
Peter when he referred to falee

with a frankness that I admlired, tells
us that our czuse |A stronger than we
put it. There is more In “'Mormonism'
than we are able to present. I am hap-
py that he made that remark. Without
a meoment's hesaltation, at the time of
our conversatlon, I accepted 1t. Yes, in- | privily shall bring in damnable here-
finitely atronger than we have wisdom ' sies, even denying the Lord that
or abllity toeé)ut it, Amlidl thank G?dibought them."

that a learned mian could see more In! y repd again the prophecy of Paul
;?”I:"";gm;’:{m 9063?]"?'1“:':'“““‘";’“ g;g unto the Salnts at Thessalonica—to
of ne-exifomces to mo trui cnln work !, S ane of e erandert provhe:
17 of (3od, because men do not produce| . T
things hlgher than they are. The Now we beseech you, brethren, by
stream rises not higher than its l'oun-Ithe coming of our Lord Jesus Chriat,
taln. If this work were of men, it | 3nd by our gathering together unto
18 qujte probable that it would be no|Him,
higher than they were. But the fact That ye be not soon shaken in
that it is hlgher, the fact that there mMind, or be troubled, neither by =spirit,
ia more In it than we have yet beenlnor by word, nor by letter as from us,
ahle to tell the world of, Is one of the ns“that the day of Christ Is at hand.
evidences that it did not come from/ ‘“Let no man deceive you by any
man, but that it came from God, and | Means: for that day shall not come,
hence is above ua, and always will [eXcept there come a falling away first,
remain above us. Let us strive as hard |
88 we may, let us develop all the wls-
dom amnd learning that we can, yvet
above us shall be the work of God, ex-
panding and growing still greater asm
-we go further into it. We shall find
it something llke the horizon—never
quite able to overtake it; and yetL
sometimnes when out upon the ocean the
horizon seems 80 very near to us! It
will only be a little while apparently
untll we shall reach the point where
aky and ocein seem to meet; but be-
hold, as on we speed, the horizon still
fMlles on before us. 50 ahall it be with the
work of God—ever in advance, ever
higher, ever ahove the wisdom and
the learning of man. That ls one of its
glories. That 18 gne of the things that

prophets that arose in ancient Israel.
He said:

"“"But there were false prophets also
among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you, who

son of perdition;

above all that is called Geod, or-that s
worshipped; so that he, as God, sit-
teth in the temple of God, shewing
himself that he {3 God.

“Remember ye not, that when I was
yet with you, I told you these things?

“And now ye know what withhold-
ethh that he might be revealed In his
time,

' “For the mystery of f{nlquity doth
already work: only he who now let.
teth wlil let, until he be taken out of
the way,

“And then shall that wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume
with the epirit of Hie mouth, and shall

and that man of sln be revealed, the
|

‘“Who opposeth and exziteth himself

towersa, restralning and Hindering the
full development of this mysterious
power that shall wreek the Church of

Christ; but behold,presently they shall
be removed, and then shall that
“wicked gne be revealed whom the

Lord will destroy by the brightness of
His coming.'”” A marvelous prophecy
Is this! And, mark jou, we have the
assurance of God that not one jot or
tittie of His word shall fall, but all of
it shall he fulfilled,

Now, mark another prophecy. Be-
hold John banished to the Isle of Pat-
mos, where things past and things
future are revealed to him: _ and
among the things that were revealed
unte him that were future, he said:

"And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlast-
ing Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every na-
tion, and kindred, and tongue, and

ple,

"Saying with a loud volce, Fear God,
and give glory to Him; for the hour of
Hia Judgment 1a come.'

What can you make of that? Only
this, that In the hour of God's judg-
ment--let that come when It may—this
heavenly messenger will be sent forth;
not with a new Gospel, not preaching
a new Christ, not advocating a new
system of rellglon, but preaching the
everlasting Goepel. To whom? To whom
shall this message be sounded in the
hour of God's judgment? To6 every na-
tion, to every kindred, to every tongue,
to every people. Proof conclisive, by
the Word of God, that in the hour of
God's Judgment every nation, and
kindred, and tongue and people would
be without the Gospel: hence the pe-
cessity for its restoration to the chll-
dren of men by a new revelation from
God, sounding this warning that the
hour of God’'s judgment {8 at hand.
This {8 the message committed to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

, Baints and which she i3 carrying to all

I love It for. It foreshadows to me |destroy with the brightness of His
the fact that the aplirit of man shall con:nlng: 0
ever flnd room, shall ever find oppor-! "Even him, whose comlng is after

tunity for advancemeyt, for progress;
for God will continue to legqd the way
to realms higher and to thinge that
Aare better, and more glorlous.

But we g0 with this message to
the world, and In our weakness we try
to convinee them of {ts truth. What
means do we use to bring that about?
We lJook through the New Testament

and signs, and lying wonders,

“And with all deceivableness of un-
righteousness in them that perish: be-
cause they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be raved.”

I pray you, pause a moment and
think how earnest |s this prediction of
the great Apostle to the Gentiles, and

scriptures, and we find in those acrip- how heartrending It must have been
tures certaln forebodings expressed.|for himn to contemplate it, Behold a
certain warnings sounded, certain people looking for the Immediate cam -

pronhecles uttered, that the order of
things then belng establirhed. that I8, |
the «lospel of Chrigt, should be de-
parted from by the children of men; j

that the Church of Christ should he; truth, from the Church of Christ; not
destroved: that false teachers Rhﬂlﬂd'umtl the power of Satan shall usurp a
bring in ahominab'e heresies, aAnd that, seat In the very tempie of God, and =it
A great falllng awav should tnke place. | there as if porsessed with the author-
For example. T read in the writing=s of | ity of God, “showilng himself that he
the Acts of the’ Annstles, an the occa- |ia God;” and he shall continue fn this
sjon of Pavl rom:ine to Fphesus and|usurped autherity and power untll he

ing of the Lord Jesus Christ, checked
by this Prophet of Qod, who tells them
{that glorious day will not come until
there be a falllng away from the

calling the Elders together, the follow-| shall be consumed by the brightness

ing: of the Lord's coming. And, said FPaul,

*“Take herd therefore unto yoursolves, | “the mystery of iniquity doth already
and to all the flnck. over the which the , work™ that shall accomplish this usur-
Holv thnst hath made vou ovVerreers, pation of divine authority; even while

to fred the Churrh of Rod. whicrh He inepired Prophets are yet wlth the
hath purchased with His own blood. | Church—behold the mystery of
“For T know thia. that nfter my de-:this iniquity doth already work!

parting shall erievons wnalves snter {n 'Now you know what it Is that with-
BEmong you, not sparing the flonk. { holdeth”—you know that the wateh-
“Also of your own sclves shall men men, the holy Apostles, are upon the

the working of Satan, with all pewer, |

the natlons of the earth. We call atten-
tion to these prophecier concerning the
apostasy of the primitlve Church and
the restoration of the (Gospel as evi-
dence of the truth we teach. We have
no need to do that particularly. We
have better evidence, We may point to
the Church herself; to her origin; to
her achievements; to the power of God
manifested within her; and, better yet,
to the power of God which she Imparts
to those who will receive her mceasage.
For thls s a part of our message to
mankind: Hear thie Qospel; seek to
obtain u knowledge of It; accept the
commandments of God and do them.
and God will make known unto you
that our message is true. The coun-
sel contained In the words of St, Jamcr
1 for all other men as well as for
Joseph 8mith. “If any of you lack
wiadom,let him ask of God, and He wlill
glve llberally and not upbraid him."
This s a message to every son and
daughter of God, God is no respecter
of persons; and to you, stranger, If
vou seek for the truh, shall He make
known that truth. This is the declara-
tlon swe make, and therein is our
strength. In the poasession of that tes-
timony and the nutpouring of God'm
8pirit upon His people—there ia their
strength, and thelr witness that thls
work I8 of God. We refer to these other
matters only in an incldental way. to
assist us in presenting the great mes-
Aage that we have to dellver to the
world.

T have only referred to one line that
we follow, however, in producing evi-
dence to help sustain the position tak-
en by the Chureh of Christ. Let us now
refer to another. Suppore I take you
for just a moment to that first occa-
aton where the Apostlea began to fill
the divine commlission that was given
to them of the Bon of God. After they
had waited in Jerusalem. according to
His instructions, unt}l they were en-
dowed with power from on high, and



