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on the sea coust, as the Arabs dobut|in the direction of the Dead Sea
little for thelr own benefit. Oranges |and Jericho the country appenrs

are the winter fruit of the country.

The climéte in the summer is hot
and ury. After the later rains in
March mo r1ain is expected until
ahout OQctober, when the early rains
begin to fall.  The atmoespheric
chauges are much like our own here
in Utah, windy, wet in winter and
dry and hot in summer. On the
River Jordan, which is several hun-
dred feet below the level of the sen,
the weather is extremely warm in
the summer, but ns the valley is
well watered by the Jordan, the
oppressive heat 1s considerably
tempered. The river Jordan has a
fall of about 81X hundred feet from
the Bea of Galilee to the Dead Sea,
a distance of about <ixty-four miles,
and if settled by a people who pro-
perly understood irrvigation it could
be mude one of the most delightful
apots on earth, The country Iz fuil
of fevers in the sammer time, that
ls, the low lands, ann particuiarly
the swamps, buton the hills it is, as
a rule, heaithy; hende the people
usually seek the high Jands as a
place of residence during the sum-
mer months. The summer fruits
conrist principally of figs, grapes,
bapanas, olives and locusts, and
sometimes S8t Johun’s bread. Sorne
say that this is what Johmn ate with
his hovey while in the wilderness.
Broall groin also zrows well, such
as wheat, oats, barley and corn;
prtatoes do not do so well, except
when the meed I« brought from
foreign countries.

Along the eastern part of Mount
Carmel the country is lovely. When
we passed through it it had just
been r ining. and the tields being
covered with a promising yield of
grain, lett a striking impression on
our minds of the richoess of the
land, and .he blessing of heaven
upon it. Boesides the green and
-well-laden Hells, the hills were
spangled witi low oaks and olives,
and (if [ remember righlly) with
wild apple trees. This i« the ¢coun-
try where King David seught
refuge from Haul’s revengeful pur-
suite; here he lived in exile and
herded the sheep and cattle of the
rich Nabal. Here also the Prophets
ElijJah and Elisha performed many
of their mighty works and often
lived in extle and hiding from the
wicked kings of lsrael.

Round about Samaria the country
is hilky. In the days of prosperity
‘this country was noted for . ita plen-
titude of wine and oil. The Prophet
Jereminh says:

forssken. [t is very much broken,
cut up with deep ravipes, like the
Castle Valley country in Utah, and
ie the very ideal for a home of the
thieves and robbers who Infest the
land.

I do not know that there is a very
marked change in the fruitfulness of
thie. Holy Land, but some etforts
have been made to better cultivate
the conntry by Europeans, and as
they- becoine more familiar with
our modern ways of tilling the spil,
they realize better returps. When
the fruitfulpess of i‘alestine re-
turns, it will be something astonish-
ing, and of a magnitude which will
not be mistaken. Let us remember
the report of the twelve spies sent
out by Moses to find the wealth and
strength of the land of Canaan.
They returned with a most glowing
account of its fertility, and in proof
brought a bunch of grapes which
was coarried on a poll “between
two.?” This fruitfulpess will, per-
haps, not return at once, but when
God’s Haints shall receive their long-
looked-for inheritance in that Iand
the Lord will hless it ns promise(i
through His servants. 4
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-IN ARIZONA,

Graham, though the youngest
county in Arizona, is not the least
lu enterprise or productiveness. It
is situated in the southeastern part
of the Territory, embraces one mil-
lion six nundred thousand ncres,
and coutains over ten thousand in-
habitants. There are sixteen school
districts in the county, with over
twel ve hundred pupils enrolled. Two
government posts are locaved in the
county, namely Fort Grant and
Fort Thomas, on the QGila River.
Graham County i8 well watered by
the Gila River (which crosges
from east to west) and te
tributaries, the Ban Francisco, Ea-
gle, Biuw and Black River. On the
summit of Mount Graham, five
thousand feet above the Gila Val-
ley, are ponds Alled with dace. In-
diau troubles and other adverse cir-
cumstances have been a great draw-
back in the past, but the people are
encouraged by preseitt prosperity
and future progpecis, and invite
others to come - and enjoy with
them the fruifs of their courage,
fajtl and persistence. In the val-
ley of Lhe Glla, where ninety per-

“Thou shail yct|centof the farming of the county

plant vines upon the hills of Bani- | is done, there are over fifty thous-
-aria: the planters shall plant, and | nnd acres of land under cultivation.
shall eat them a8 common things. [ All kinds of grain can be raised

For watchmen upon

the mmount |here, and Irish potatoes yield well.

Ephraim shall ery: Arlse ye, and | Afalfa flonrishes, yielding five crops
let us go up o Zion unto the Lord, | a year.

our God.’* (Jer. 31: 5,6.) Arpund
Bumaria one cun still see marks of a
ouwee high state of cultivatiou as the
country 13still much terrnced off.

Bulonionville 18 the county seat,
but is not the most desirable Joca-
tion, aud it is rumored that a change
will be made in the near fnture.

Toe country of Jerusalem Voee | Quite a number of the residents are

uot look 8o inviting, The hills are
more rugged and  barren, though
there are spots where grapes and
olivesdo well. The couutry west of
the Holy City, that 8 toward the
Mediteranean, i better than ihat
which is found toward the east, and

»

Mexicans, and thelr low, flat-roofed
houses, together with the irreguiar
streets, render the town quite uun-
attractive. The most conspleuius
buildings are the court house and
Cutholie church, the latter being
an adobe structure in need of re-

pair, While conversing on the fa-
cilities and prospects of Solomon-
ville, a gentleman remarzed that
“it required Morinous to build up
and beautify a town which de-
pended on agriculture tor its growth
and stability.?* This statement was
verified wlhen the settlements of the
Latter-day Baints were vigited.

Laytun and Safford are adjoining
settlements, about five miles west of
Solomeuville. A grist mill is located
at Liayton, and quite 8 number of
mercantile estabhiishments are flour-
ishing In Bafford. A uew meeting-
house is in course of erection. Ex-
tensive orchards bave been set out,
and all kinds of small fruits are
belng cultivated, Btrawberries nre
now in season, aud of excellent
flavor and quality. Graham Is a
small but thriving settlemeut on the
north side of the river, where many
good farms sre located.

Thatcher is a flourishing town
avout five miles west of Bafford, and
is building up fast, and the many
brick residences and other structires
in course of erecfion indieate the
progressive character and good judg-
ment of the citizens.

Central, about three miles from
Thatcher, anocther **Mormou?** town
has the only liberty-pole erecte(i
in the county. The residents of Cen-
tral have finished a good brick meet-
ing bouse, and are evideutly in n
progperouns condition. Smithville,
or Pima, as it is now called, is sltu-
ated a few 1nlles west, and was one
of the first settlements In the valley.
The town is well located and laid off
and has some of the fluest residences
in the county.

On leaving the “*Mormou?’ rettle-
ments we visited the town of
Thomas, near the fort of the same
name. The cootrast is noticeable
atonce. [pstead of orchards, gar-
dens and good dwellings, we see the
low adobe buildings again, crowded
togvther In true Mexican style,
Aaloons and gambling houses, fiiled
with enlored soldlers, drunken men
and women, tend to make might
hideous. Women are to be scen at
the billarde, bugatelle and gambling
tables vieing with the inen in their
gambiing pursuits, and their Jde-
grading conversation aml loud pro-
fanity can bwe heard in the streets.

During the winter months three
schools are conducted and are well
attended.

The smaill towns of Matthews and
Curtis, a few miles down the river,
are steadily growing and both have
excellent schools. We visited the
Heot 3prings, about three miles from
Curtis, which are noted for their
medicinnl properties and curative
virtues. At two feet below the sur-
face the water has a temperature of
200 (legrees Fahr., being only 12 de-
wrees below boiling point.

In such towns the quuestion of dis-
franchising the Mormous is earnest-
ly discussed. What a mockery!
Disfranchise the mostsober, indus.
trious and law-nblding eitizens be-
causre of their unpopularity and
tbeir pulitical views, but leave the
gambler, the drunkard and the
| proflignte free to cast their votes
and enjoy all the rights and privi-
leges of American cltizens!

PHOENIX.




