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duties that God requires of us as we
migbt have beeu. For irf tbe Lalter-
day Baints had been as industrious
and devoted as they cuuld have been,
not one that hae had twenty years of
experience, or even ten, could be led
agtray today. They would besoscbooled
by the inspiration of the Almigbty that
they could not be decelved by ihe
voice of a stranger, for tbey would
know the volce of the trus Bhepberd.
And this ie very desirsble; for in tbis
is our eafety, and wlthout it there is no
safety. The (act of our having re.
pented of our sine, and having been
baptized, and having recelved the
Holy (hoet, and having receivel a
testimony that the Glospel was true,
and haviug gathered together and re-
ceived our Liessings in the Tewnple of
the Liord, is mot esuflicient. To be ab.
solutely safe it takes & conetant labor,
fajtbfully exerclaing all our powersand

privileges §.: toe Gospel. Poeltion,
privcathood apd autbority are not
enough tio secure the aalvation of
a man. It is just as Deces-
sary that the man who iz Presi.
dent of u Biake, or of x mie-

sion, or who bears the A poatleship,
shoud be ulligent, bumhie, faithtul,
meet olteu with the Salnte to partake
of the Bscrament, and attend to his
Y)rayera faithtully, ns it is tbhat the

wacol of Lthe member srould do these
things. A man’s position, respousi-
bilhy aud oriinatiou will not vxcuse
bhim irew apy little duty. But [ say
tnat tbe man wbo bae received the
greatest reaponsibility and autbority In
the Cburch of Christ gugbt to be the
moest humbie, the most meek, the most
willing and the most obedlent, and to
bow Lhe loweet if necessary., Ip him
sbould be sesn the efteots of the Guapel
of Christ more plalnly tban inother
wen. The greatur reaponuibility there
ie placed upon s man’s shoulder-, I
gay the grealer obligation for him to do
the wili of God. Just as our Father
who is in heaven stunus ai the head
and ig groater than all, His example
ie perfect, and we can ot go bayoodl it;
and we are admonished by the Bavior
of the world that we sbouid be perfect
a3 our Heaventy Father ls pwrfecy
And [ repeat that the more authority
and more responeibility that are pisced
upon » wan’s shouiders the greater
should be his bumliity, the more per-
tect ~hould be hiv conduaet towarde his
brotaer, thbe more g-ntle, kind, long-
sufiering nnd patient should be be, that
hemey win sod save the people. And
as the men who atagd ot the head of
the Church and bwar the greitest re-
spensibility ought to be (be most care-
ful in regard to these thluge, and ret
pood vxamples bef.re the people, that
the Swmints sball not be offenued, au 1
reason that the Saints ehould set such
examples {n the earth that tbe world
shall not be oftended at them. The
sobriety of the Lutter-day Saints ought
to teagb a lesson to the world, Their
temperannce, tbelr humility, thelr
prayerfuinees, the carefulness with
which they obeerve the Babbath day
and thelr obligations to tbe Lord
should be an examiple to the world.
And example s stronger than nuy
dootrine that can be published or
preached (o the world.

What wonders It would tell if we
were Latter-day Saluts Indeed—that
is, If we did the will of the Liord ae we
bave covenauted to do, and Were not
In any degree covenant-breakerm!

Whata sermon 1t would preach! It
would be a standing sermon to the
world, If we were Latter-day Baintas
a8 we ought t: be—keeping the com-
mandments of God, not a man doing
wrong, not s man bresking the Sab-
bath doy, not a team bitehed upor
anything done on the Sabbath day nut
absolutely wnpecessary to be done, the
houses of God ail crowded, and vvery
Latter-day Baint partaking of the
sacrament — what # teelimony this
would be io the worlu! It would be
mere than all the Elders are preaching
today in the world, and we have hun-
dreds of them 1n different parts of the
eartb. 1 say if Zion evuld be seen in
that condition it would speak loudor
tban though wo were all to go into the
world to bear testimony to the truth.
Let the fruit be seen; for we judge, and
must always be judzed, by tbe fruit we
produce and by the works we acnom-
plish. Let the restraining Influence
of the Bpirit apd power of God that we
bave received be shown in every
man’s life. Let it be shown in every
bousehold, in every place of worship,
in every place of business, or wherever
an Elder of Israel ie; and [ say it will
bear such a testimony to the world
that they will stand aghast before it.
Hut we are like the world, and we
are gontaminated with them more or
less, We Indulge In their frivolities,
In thelr nonsenee, and in their ways.
As they ueglect prayers, so do we.
As they neglect the bouss of Wworship
om the Babbath day and the sacrawmeut
of the Lord’s supper, so 4o we. As
they neglect to repent of their sin
and make reatitution, po do we; an 1 as
they tuke pleasure and enjoy them-
aslves, and are thougbtless In regur.d
to the Linrd und His ways, so are we,
in a measure, Weu are too careless.
Too-few of the Latter-day Saints come
tuogether on tho Babbath day to worship
the Lord, and they allow too emil
excupes to keep thewm at home. Lp this
regard there cugbt to be sometbing of
& reformation; eo that wherever a laat-
ter-day Su«int is found the world woul !
fee! the very spirit of justice, of morai-
ity, of temperance and of righteous-
nvss In himx a8 be moved in thelr
mldat; that it should have its influence
over tbem, an i that when sucb a man
rpeaks the Bpirit of the Lord would
commend what he aays as honest anu
true. Tne record an' the credit of the
Lintter-dny Baluts ought to be asbove
questior, above su=picion. It eught to
be underst»od that whattbe Liatter-day
Haints profess they live up to] that in
thelr families, in their bueiness cireles,
and .wherever they are, they hpnor
the prefessions that they make. °
‘Therefore, whatever reforuintion we
need to make, et us make it, (T we
would ouly do this, my bretbrea aad
sisters, we would find that happiness,
peace and fellowship would reign more
sbundautly among us than 1t Jdoes,
and we would live in each ulher’s
hearts and confidence; wo would Jove
one anotber, we woul.l bluss onsau-
other, we weuld pray for one anather,
and we would not allow any diftersnce
of evntiment in regard to matters of

businees or politics, or anytbing of that

kind, to ever divide us from the love
of our brethren and from the love of
God; we wouid rise, above all Lhess
things entirely, and would exerciss s

charity for cne another—that sharity
that doth mnot fl.d fault with =a
neighbor. It 4 wot profitable

for us to find fauit with a nelgbhor, I}
is profitable for us to fad s llstle fzy )
with oureelves, and correct ourselv ga:
but not to complainof our neigbbor,noﬁ-
try and injure bim injany mannper, ng
to magnify hie faults before othergd
Weo want to be generous and king jp
regard to these things, 1fa man hug'y
fault, let me sofrow for bim, and pg¢
take joy in Lhe factthat he {8 n vinper
and magnify and parade bls fa)ligo
before the worid; for if A man has failed
be has still some virtues, I eay thgy
Latter-day Saints, as a rule, have more
virtues than they have faults or vigaa
Take the worst of them, andthey hg v
more virtues then they bave fayja:
Liatter-day Saints have a greal lnani
virtues, and by the side of one of thejy
faults you may count ten of thejy
virtues, if you ehoose to look for them
And it is » nice tbing to parade g,qp
other’s virtues. We need not take gy
particular paing to parade our own; by
parade the virtues of your neighhors of
your friende, of your kindred, Spéay\"
of thelr virtues. If a man haa fallen
1nto transgression, it i8 & relfef g re.
muember that he did a good thing, apy
toapeak of the virtues that he bag
manifested in the past. Possibly thegq
virtuce may in the future aesert them.
selves over his faults. Have hope o
such people as long as there ls iite, nnd
have forgiveneas for them. Let ou
h-arts be Jurge enougb andg wnrﬁi
enough to fergive those who have hewp
trapegressore, and bring them to pge
pentance and reformation, 1if poesible:
Seek that giit of God, falth, gng
tbat gift of Qo repentance, may come
to those who have transgresseu, thg¢
they may return aygain, pp tar
as  they have wandered from
tbe stralgbt and Durrow path to
walking in it 801 bonoring the ,L:gru"‘
What ajoy It 1 to bave neizhbors ang
fricnds who are nlways treading t«
atraigbt and Dnarrow path, that seen'
as though they were guides, apny as
though we could walk eafely by themy:
because we have done ev and have
fou «d them always sure and steadinat
and where we find them standing we
knuw there i8 8alv ground,

Now, bretitren and sisters, mayue
we can make Some reformation, and |
presume thnt every Latter-day ~ajgg
wanta {0 make the necessary reforma-
tion. [ want to be prepared tor every
change, every advance step, and every
vieisgitude that comes to us, whether
it be & rough or a smooth one. [ want
to =tand secursly upon both Teet, thay
I may not be eaaly upset; becouse [
have understoed for = long time thag
everytbing tbat can be shaken will he
shaken. 'Tbhat means you, and jt
meansme Lf we csn be sbaken, we
will be sbaken-—there is no questlon
about that. We will be tried; any if it s
not the apostacy of eomebody that tries
ua, and if it is nol the manifesto, if jt
18 not politice, and if itis not tiches, if it
Is not poverty, it wlll be somuetbing
that will come to try every eonl in the
Cburch. Evéry soul will be shaken
that can be shaken, and only those will
remain that God sustaine, and that
are wise enolygh to walk the strn‘lghg
and narrow path,

Thatis my testimony to vou, my
brethren and slsters, And every time
that we stand Grm and are not moved
io one trial, that eets and Axes us for
another. Yet we may stand many
trials before we come to the one that
will upset us. Liet up, then, be very



