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AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Kiel, Dec. 9.—The- German cruiser
-g}eir salled for the ‘West Indles to-
_day.

The Gelr {s a third class crulser of
1,776 tons'| dispiacement. Her armor
plate deck is three inches In thickness.
She carries eight l4-inch quick-firing
guns and seven smaller rapid-firing
guns, The cruiser {s calculated to
steam 16.2 knots per hour.

New York, Dec. 9.—Facts have come
to light that suggest the possibllity of
the mysterious fire which destroyed the
great immigrant bulldings on Ellis
igland a few months ago being started
by thieves who had carefully planned

“'a ten miillen dollar robbery, says the
Journal and Advertlser today.

Ten of the trunk lines leading to the
weat, including the New York Central,
the Pennsylvania, the Erje, the Dela-
ware, Lackawanna and Western and
the New York Ontario and Western,
unite In malntaining a raliroad offlce
on the island and at all times there
are quantities of tickets there. Gener-
al Ticket Agent Robinson, of the On-
tario and Weatern, said last nlght that
on the night of the fire a conservative
estimate would place the value of the
tickets In the Ellis island office at
$10,000,000.

Thé tickets with much cash were
locked in drawers in wooden cases and
desks and the entire parcel was sup-
posed to have been totally destroyed.
The different roads posted notices that
if tickets of a certain form and serles
should be presented they should be
taken up and full fare demanded. A
few days ago a ticket lssued by the
Ontarioc and Waestern, reading from
Chicago to Kansas City was recelved
from a passenger and afterward found
to be one of the tickets supposed to
have been burmed, The part of the
ticket calling for passage from New
.York to Chicago has not vet been pre-
sented. Now the rallroad officials are
asking how many other ticketz out of
the $I0,000,000 worth are in existence.
It js deemed not impossible that the
entire number was stolen
until conductors .should forget the
warning.

Former Commissioner Senner, who
was in charge of Ellis Island at the
time of the fire, deems the hypothesis
by ne means improbable.

“The origin of the fire wad never
lenrned,’”” he said. “It began in a
tower of the maln building at some
distance from the offices occupled by
the raillroad people. Every one of the
government guarde were busy getting
out the immigrants sately and of course
laft the rallroad office alome. It is not
impossible that thleves deliberately
atarted the fire in the expectation,
justified by events, that the ticket of-
fice would be quickly demerted.”

General Ticket Agent Roblnson, of
the Ontario and Wesatern, rald he
could scarcely belleve that any such
wholesale robbery had taken place.
“I have communicated with other
roads and they bhave bhad no such
tickets presented as yet. I think it
more llkely that the report of sales for
the day preceding the fire was not cor-
rect. Of course, though, it s some-
what odd that that ticket, if It was
honestly disposed of, should not have
turned up sooner. A close investiga-
tion wi]l be made.”

Chicago, Dee. 9.—The Record says:
Steel freight cars with a capacity of
100,000 pounds and even more will dlg-
place the old =style of swooden car
carrying from 40,000 to 60,000 pounds.
These cars are sald to leasen material-
1y the dead weight hauled and in many
other ways are more ecgnomlcal than
the wooden cars.’

and held|

Within the last few days the Pittss
burg Bessemer and Lake Erle road has
contracted for 600 all steel cars of 100,-
000 pounds capacity; the Pittsburg &
Lake Erie has ordered 650: while an-
other trunk line is said to be figuring
on the comstruction of cars te carry
110,000 pounds.

All these cars are specially intended
for the coal and ore trade. It is thought
that before long the railways will turn
their attention to bullding ilarger cara
for grain and other commodities,

Among the advantages claimed for
the steel cars are lightness of construc-
tion, thus allowing more e¢ars to be
hauled.

New TYork, Dec. 9.—During the fog
shortly after 7 o'cleck thls morning
two trains on the Second avenue ele-
vated railroad collided at 10Znd street.
The engine of the rear train ran into
the train ahead.

The tollowing are injured: Willliam
H. Masterson, severe scalp wound,
Fireman Joseph 0'Brien, brulsed

neck: Timothy Sullivan, bruises on the
handas.

All the passengers of both trains were
thrown from their seats. The engineer
of the rear train was arrested.

Another collisslon occurred’ on the
Sixth avenue line at 132nd street
where one up-bound train ran into an-
other. The enineer of the rear traln,
William Donald, and a passenger were
painfully Injured.

On East river the ferryboat Flush-
ing mistook the bell of the steamer
Miam! for the Long lsland ferry slip
and bumped the steamer hard. There
was some confusion on bhoard the
Flushing, but no material damage
was done to either craft.

The Pennsylvania rallroad ferryboat
Cincinnatl and the New Jersey, of the
Scotland street line, were In collision
at the slp at Cortland street. Both
boats were crowded with passengers
and a wild scramble for safety ensued
when it became evident that a col-
lislon was fnevitable. ‘The boats col-
llded with considerable force and the
overlapping guard of the New Jersey
boat crushed the guard rail on the port
side of the Cincinnati. The New Jer-

Bey was uninjured. No one was
hurt.
Wesson, DMiss,, Deec.. I.—Charlle

Jonen, the negro who on Wednesday
murdered Mrs. Brown Smith and her
four children mear this place, has been
captured and lynched by an infuriated
maotb.

‘Wesson, Miss., Dec¢. [0.—Full particu-
lars of one of the most fiendlsh crimes
ever recorded have just come to hand.
Almost the entire family of Brown
Smith, a respectable white farmer, 35
years of age, were brutally killed with
a club in the hands of Charles Lewls,
a black flend.

Smith was working at a gin a few
miles from his home which i3 situateéd
about two and a half miles from Pearl
river, on the east bank, in Lawrence
county, a wild country. The house |z
off the main road and no white fam-
ily lives within two miles of it, al-
though several mnegro families live
near. It was one of thede negroes who
on Wednesday, some time between
noon and dark, crept up to Smith'a
house and most brutally assaulted Mrs.
Smith, then brained her, and them to
forever hide his crime, he tried to kill
the children, only sparing a babe,
which he left untouched. The flend's
work was not done- as well as he
thought, for one of the children, a girl
five years of age, regained consclous-
ness, and when her father returned,
she told him ,the name of the' brute.
The mother and four c¢hildren were

found dead in the yard, their condition
showing how they had struggled to
esgcape the brute, A posse was Organ-
ized and late yesterday, the negro was
captured, carried to DMontlicello, the
county seat of Lawrence county, amd
at 7 o'clock was carrled back to the
scene of his crime, where he was tully
identified by the llttle girL It is said
he was promptly lynched after the
identification by a large crowd of In-
ruriated citizens, who had joined in the
search,

It is greatly feared that a wholeaale
lynching may take place In that neigh-
borhood as the country Is exclted to
the highest pitch.

Reno, Nevada, Dec. 10.—Wreck oc-
ourred on IN. C. & O. rallway about
five miles north of this ¢lty this mom-
ing and reported two or three pas-
sengers injured.

Among them -was 8. Q. Wells, of
Reno, badly cut in the back of hia
neck.

Reno, Nev., Dee. 10.—8. 0. Wells has
returned from the scene of the N. C.
& ©O. wreck this morning, He has a
slight cut in the back of the head and
wrenched his right leg by Jumping
from the train. He reports four or
filve cars in the ditch and I. Fred-
lander of San Francisco quite badly
bruised, but nothing serious. ! Beyond
that there were no casualties worthy
of mentlon. Master of Trunsportation
J. M. Fulton la on the scene and wiil
soon have the track clear.

London, Dec. 10,—A severe gale {8
agaln raging along the Britlsh coast
and especially over those parts border-
ing on the Irish shore. Ships are rum-
ning for shelter Into ail ports.

Mlilwaukee, Dec. 10.—Twenty men
were buried In debris by the collapae
of cast house No. I of the Illinois Steel
company’s plant at Bay View at 2
o'elock this mornlng. All but two ee-
caped  with a few scratches and
bruises. The seriously Injured are:
John Heslak and Thomsas Kowalskl.

Last evening an explosion of the fur-
nace adjoining the cast house occurred
and 8. M. Mofoski was burned. It 1is
belleved that the force of the explosion
shattered the foundation of the cast
house causing the collapse. The fire
department and the mlill employes were
soon rescuing the buried workmen and
amidst a drenching rain one by oOne
they were hauled out of the rulnm.
But for the fact that the roof f8 of
sheet iron and did not fall fat, ail
would have been killed.

Lowell, Mass., Dec. 10.—The reported
decision of the Fall River manufac-
turers to reduce wages has not aroused
much comment In Lowell. The {m-
crease of the competition of the
southern plants has long been fore-
seen here, and has been discounted to
as great an extent asa possitble. Several
mills have already installed extensiom
linen plants, and others have changed
thelr machinery to run on specilaltles.

Lewiston, Me., Dec. I0.—Lewiston and
Auburn mill operatives and agents are
speculating upon the possible effect on
tocal cotton manufacturing of the pre-
posed cut down at Fall River. Omne
agent im an Intervlew sald that the
market was somewhat Influenced by the
wallRiver mills and the situation might
demand a reductlon Iln wages and cur-
tailment of output. Another said he
hoped they would not be compelled to
cut and he did not borrow trouble.
Another said he considered It more ad-
vantageous to curtaii production than
to reduce wages,

Lima, Peru, vla Galveston, Texas,
Dec. 10.—The chamber of deputles,find-
ing that the government’s project to
simply register the marriage of for-
elgneras Is unacceptable, will submit
another on broader principles for ft

8an Francisco, Dec. 10.—Harvey Al-

lender, of San-Jose, was hanged at
San Quentin penttentiary at 10:231
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