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mentsmeats of the work give careful and
early consideration to matters that re-
quire their attention difficulties are
easily cured and the people are readily
relieved of any trouble that seems to
threaten them but if evil comes into
their midst and it is neglected it seems
to poison thith circulation of the com-
munity and it becomes worse and
worse until it sometimes occurs that
matters in a ward reach such a serious
stage that the bishopric of the ward is
not competent to correct the evil it is
so also in a stake the result is the
matter goes from the bishop to the
high council and from the highagh coun-
cil to the first presidency torfor their at-
tention and consideration

all these men who are called to these
positions are chosen men president
woodruff is a chosen vessel his coun-
selors are chosen men these apostles
are chosen men these presidents of
stakes are chosen men they are men
who have been chosen by the voice of
the lord our father who dwells in
heaven hathbath made choice of every one
of these men and we may go further
members of the high councils are
chosen by the voice of the lord these
men arearb not in the field applying for
places and position in the church and
to my knowledge there has been no
such thing occurred in the history of this
church as a man applying for a position
in the presidency in the apostleshipApostlesbip or
in any other position not even as a
teacher in a ward the teachers
have been called and chosen as well as
these ototherier brethren the bishop and
his bounselcounselorsors cast their eyes over their
brethren weigh and measure them and
take note of their faith and their worth
to find teachers they do not always
find perfect men in fact I1 do not think
that up to this date a perfect man has
been found among us but the lord
has taken the very best material that he
could get he may not have taken all
the best there may be others that are
just as good to make presidents
apostles and presidents of stakes and
bishops ac as have been used but as
a rule as good men as we have among
us have been selected they have been
chosen for their virtue for their honesty
for their integrity for their love of and
devotion to the gospel and they are
generally men who have been in the
service of the lord until the holy ghost
has become their companion and their
counselor and guide in all things as
near as possible I1 know inin my expert
ence which has been considerable for a
young man that we put our heads to
gether we pray to god we humble
ourselves before the lord and in every
instance we say father manifest to10
us by the holy spirit who is the man
to fill this position we have no prefer-
ences

if

no brothers or kindred that we
desire to promote but thyiby will be done
in the matter and the inspiration of
the lord comes to us by the holyoly ghost
there is no way for it to come but by
the holy ghost when the holy ghost
signifies to us that a certain man shall
be placed in a certain position we take
hold of him and the people feel and
understand that he is the man for the
position the spirit of the lord bears
witness to the hearts of the brethren
who hold the priesthood and of the
people those who bear the authority
of heaven have the right to appeal to
the lord and obtain from him counsel
and inspiration in regard to every mat
ter of choice this kingdom is organ

iced by the inspiration of the almighty
it is so sustained and will be to the end
it will never grow less than it is today
but it will increaseincrease in numbers and
spread abroad As the people increase
imp numbersrobers and faith the church willwilI1
increasenc reade in strength and power indi
vlduals may fanfall by he mick al
and financial trials and a vanvarietyty of
other things may come yaupon us sins
secret and public may come in auwonupon us
and destroy some but the church of
christ will go on forever increasing and
gaining strength and power and it
will be brought to the notice of the
world more plainly and potently than
it is today the world will be brought
to look upon this people as a marvel in
the earth compared with all other
people and the noble and the great
ones of the earth will come here to visit
the latter day saints who are not a
learned veoplepeople not an aristocratic
people but a simple plain people
gathered from the honest humble and
conscientious otof the world the strength
is in israels god not in the people not
in our hereditary greatness but in our
simplicity and our honesty and purity

I1 speak of this that we may have a
comprehensive view of the organization
of this church and of the importance of
the business that we come together to
transact in our conferences it isis nec-
essary for the health the prosperity
and advancement of the church that
this labor should be performed every
quorum every organization and every
association should be cared for so that
none shall be neglected and that the
church may be in healthy condition
and that when the bridegroom comes
we shall have oil in our lamps that
we may do his will and keep his com-
mandmentsmandments and be worthy 0ol01 his favor
and blessing his salvation and exal-
tation is my prayer in the name of
jesus christ amen

written tarfar this paper
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S FFALLALL THE
diplomats in
washingwashingtont 0 n
mr yang yu
tthehe chinese
minisminis t e r is
the most ex-
clusiveclu sive A
veil 0of orien-
t a I1 mystery
has been
wrappedwrap p e d
about the
legation since
the beginning

of the troubles in the far east and the
minister has steadily refused to give any
information as to the situation and the
prospects still there are few men so
well fitted to talk about china as he A
great part of his life has been spent in
pekin he comes of one the noblest
families in china and he has long sat
under the shadow of the dragon throne
he is said to be a special favorite of the
emperor and his influence with both the
tartar and the chinese officials is great
he is a strong friend of li hung chang

and it may be that it was through the
cordial reception which the great vice-
roy gave me during my stay in china
last year that minister yang yu con-
sented to give me his views on the
present situation and the future otof asia
through me to the american people
istook ome time to prepare for the in

tw the questions had to be sub-
mitted to his excellency beforehand and
itik special delivery letter whichhith I1 received
yesterday morning from his private
secretary gave me the announcement
that his excellency would receive me
at the legation at ini ama m in reply to
my questions

AT THE LEGATION
it was just iiii when I1 rode up

past the residence of justice harlan to
thetjie hills about washington and stopped
at the big stone mansion which now
forms the chinese legation it is a
magnificent building commanding a
view of the whole city of arlington and
otof the silvery sheet of the potomac
river which like a silver band lines the
southernsoutherii bonzon as you stand on the
steps of the legation and look over the
city I1 pressed the electric button otof
the front door A negro butler opened
it and I1 was ushered into the home of
china in the united states the inside
of a diplomatic building in washington
is practically loreignforeign territory the
police cannot come in to arrest the in-
mates and they in many respects are
not subject to american laws the
flags which float over their buildings
protect them and when you enter them
you are for a time in a foreign coun-
tryt

kymy surroundings in the chinese lega-
tion however were not far different
from those of american homes the
house is furnished with foreign carpets
and with american sofas and chairs
A chinese jar or vase stands here and
there and the walls of the parlor are
hung witowith magnificent scrolls covered
with chinese characters in gold on a
background of blue silk but further
than this the furniture is of the conven-
tional american type the darkey told
me to rest my hat on the table and
that the minister would be down in a
gomelt I1 had hardly taken my seat
in the parlor when two bright eyed
young came in a bade me
good morning in english these are
among the secretaries of the legation
they both speak english perfectly and
one of the young men was a graduate ot
yale college

HOW THE MINISTER LOOKED
A moment later the minister was an-

nouncednounced A stout round faced al
mond eyed cream colored man he was
dressed in a long silk gown which
reached to his feet he had on above
this a sleeveless jacket of bright red
and his rather handsome head was
topped with a skull cap with an edge
of gold embroidery running around it
the front of this cap acs decorated with
two buttons one of them was of some
transparent stone about the size of a
pigeons egg and of a bright red in
color and just below this there was a
great pearl as big as a pea and otol perfect
shape out of the back of his cap
hung this long queue and below tarhis
gown shone out slipper like shoes of
chinese fashion his costume was rich
in the extremeex tieme and you know he is
said to be one of the richest men of
china he brought with him the larg-
est legation that has overever come to this


