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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

CUonvened at 10 a. m., on SBunday,
April 3rd, 1892, in the Tabernacle,3alt
Lake (Vity, Preaident Wilford Wood-
ruff presiding.

On the stand were, of the Firset
Presidency, Witford Woodruff, George
Q. Cannon and_Joseph F,BSmith; of
the Council of the Twelve A postles:
Lorenzos Snow, Franklin D. Richards,
Mosea Thatcher, Frapcis M. Lyman,
John . Henry Smith, Heber J. Grant,
John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill,
Anthon H. Lund and Abraham H.
Capnon; Patriarch, Jobpn Smith; of
the presiding Couneil of Beventies:
Beymour B. Young, C.D. Fjelsted,
John Morgan, B.:'H. Roberta and
George Reynolds; of the Presiding
Bishopric: Wm. B. Preston, Robert T.
Burton znd John B. Winder.

There were also many other leading
officera of the Church f{rom varlous
parts of Utah and surroundlng States
and Territorien,

Conférenre was called to order by
President George (). Cannon,

The choir «nd congregation sang:

Come let U5 LDBW our journey pursue,

Roll round with the year,

‘And never siand stitl till the Master appear.

His adorabte wul let us gladly fulil

Opening prayer by President Lorec-
20 Boow. .

Binging by the choirl

Come dearest Lord, descend cnd dwell
faich and Jove, in every breast;

Thén shall we know and taste and feol
The joys that cannot be expressed.

president Guorge ¢, Cannon
was the first speaker. He said:

At the regquest of President Wood-
ruff, I rlse to make a fow remarks at
the opening of our Conference. Not-
withstan ling the inclemency cof the
weather, there is great cause for thanks-
giving this morning on the part of the
Latter-day Saints in having the privil-
edge of meeting at the opening of our
sixty-second annusl conference of the
Church of Jesup Christ of Latter-day
Baints, and meeting together, too,
under such favorable circumstances as
now surround us, having a comfortable
building in which to worship, where
we can it and listen in peace to the
‘words of life and salvation that may
be addressed unto us by theservants of
God,

In contemplating the past, there can
be no soul in this congregation from
whose heart thapkegiving and praise
cannot arise to God, our
‘Father, for the goodness and mrercy
that He has shown unto us. We are
never without cause for Lhanksgiving;
for our God has been good, and kind,
and merciful. He has not forgotten
us. He has not turned His face away
froms us. He has notclosed Hin ears to
our petitions. Neither has he refused
to apewer the prayers that we have
offered unto Him. The evidences of
His mercy are around us, are within
us, Wae have received them, and we
Yejoice inthem thin morning, AndI
feel, for one, to lift up my voice, in
the congregation of the Baints, in
pralte of our Eternal Father, our Great
Creator, I feel Lthat we ocan come to-
gether this morning full ot gratitude,
full of humility, with broken hearts
and contrite apirite, bringing them as
a willing offerl: g unto our God—a
sacrifice that He will accept, it being
the sacrifice that He requires at the
hands of His Bainta, :

Eternal:
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Whenu we contemplate the great
changes that have occurred within the
past few years,and see how wonder-
fully God has softened the hearts of the
people, how He has turned aside the
wrath of man, and given favor, toa
goodly extent, t¢ His people, we
certainly ought to feel thankful to
Him. I have justreturesed from the
East, whereI have been for meveral
weeks, and I never in my experience
among men, saw a kinder feeling
manifested towards thia people than I
have during this visit. The Lord has
softened the hearts of the people of our
nation and ol the leadera thereof, and
they feel kindly disposed to the
Latter-day Baints. The misrepresenta-
tion, the falsehoods, the mists of dark-
ness which have beclouded us and our
reputation, have, to a very great ex-
tent, been removed, And I have felt
exeeedingly thankful to the Lord be-
cause there is no power but His that
could bave done this. Man's power
could not have accomplished such re-
sults. But God has all power, and He
has poured out His Spirit and softened
the hearts of the people, and taken
away that animosity and removed
many of those misconceptione that
have existed in regard to us.§

The Lord has blessed His peopiein
many directions. We have, of course,
our difficulties to contend with. We
have many things to overcome, We
are still in the world; and being wor-
tal and subject to the vicissitudes of
human life, we must expect to have
many thinge to contend with that will
try us. But looking at our condition
a8 a whole, at this entire people in ail
their abidings, I think it can be truth-
fully sald that we are exceedingly
favored of the Lord—I mean in (em-
pora} matters. I do not believe there
can be found an equal number of peo-
ple in ope community on this conti-
pent who are so well provided with
food, with ralment, with shelter, and
with the conveniences and comf{orts of
life. It is true, we do nothave a great
excess of riches among ua. On the
other hand, we do not have extreme
poverty. We have the poor, but as a
rule they are cared for, The ory of
the pror and the oppressed, I hope and
believe, does not ascend to the God of
heaven against this people because of
that wbich they sufler al our
hands, On the contrary, I trust
and believe that the prayers of the
poor ascend in thankegiving to God,
imploring blessings upon their breth:
ren and sisters for their kindness and
bepevolence. At least, if this is not
the case it should be among us, The
poor should be made to rejoice. They
should be made to feel mo glad that
whep they bow their knees before the
Lord they will implore blessings upon
their brethren and sisters for their
goodness and kindness to them.

The Qoapel is being preached with
exceeding diligence by the Elders
who are now in Lhe field, In some
parts of Europeé the Gospel is” apread-
ing, and the Elders fecl greatly en-
couraged at the prospects before them.
Newa from Turkey is to the effect that
the Sublime Porte will grant unto our
Elders privileges that are granted to
other denominations. This Is the
latest intelligence that we have from
there. The firman hws probably not
yet been issued, but it will be, and
then our Elders will be free [rom

many embarrasimentis which have
purrounded them In the preaching of
the Gospel throughout the Turkish
Empire. There ig- a fleld in those
lapds for the labor of a large number
of Elders; and, no doubt, our attention
will be drawn more and more to that
quarter of the earth, becaure of the
promises that are connected with the
lands under the dominion of the Turk-
ish! Empire. The Latter-day Baints have
always entertained very great aflection
for Palestine-—the land that was prom-
ised to our fatber A braham, and to his
geed. Our interest har been excited in
perusing the words of the prophets of
ancient days, and nlso in the words of
(God in these latter times, concerning
the restoraiion of Hia anocient covenant
people-io the land of their fathers.
For upwarda of sixty years now, since
this Church has been organized, the
eyes of that people have been directed
tu that Jand, and to the Jews, Proba-
bly no people on the earth, not even
the Jews themselves, take greater, in-
terest in the events that are tfaking
place in that quarter of the earth than
the Latter-day Sainis do. It is, there-
fore, a cauge of rejoicing when we hear
that there is 8 great prospect of our
obtaining liberty to preach the word of
Gind thromghout those lands and to
those various bpatiopalities that are
embraced in that Empire. The Lord
bas blessed the labors of “the Elders
in Holland, ulso, and a good work lIs
being done there, They write that
doors are being opened, to A great ex-
tunt, in the Netherlands, In Belgium
the Elders are finding many gonverts,
and are laboring successfuliy. Through-
out the German Empire there {san in-.
greased interest being taken in the
Gospel, Theday will yet come when
there will be freedom throughout that
Empire, and when there will
be thousande and thousandes gathered
from that nation. In Northern Bweden
many effectual doors are opening, and
there is also a call for more mission-
aries from Norway. On the Paciflc
Islands the Elders bave been very suc~
cessful also. AtSamoathe Elders are
laboring dgiligently. Itis a hard mis-
sion; but they are young men and full
of vigor, full of zeal, full of faith, and
they rejoiceexceedingly in their labors,
becnuse they have abundant fruits as
the reward thereof. Bome of eur
brethren have gone to the Friendly
Islands—to Tonga, and they have
learned the language of that group,
which is a kindred Ianguage to that of
the Bamoan Islands, the Hawaillan
Islands, New Zealand, and the Bociety
Islapds. That Polynpesian language is
divided into dialects,it may be eaid,and
when & man is familiar with the dialect
spoken on one of those groups he does
not have much difficulty in learning
the dialects of the adjacent groups
throughout Polynesia. Two of our
Elders have gone down to the Bociety
Islands, and are about to commence or
have commenced their labors on that
group. You doubtless remember that
in former days & great many membera
of the Church were on that group of
islands, but through various circums-
stances they have been left, to a great
extent, to themeselves. It has been felt,
however, by the Elders on the Navl-
gator group that some effort
should be made to re-estahlish the
work on the Society Islands. In
New Zealaud the Elders are labering
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