
THE DESERET WEEKLY
GENERAL conference

convened at 10 ama m on sunday
april ard 1892 in the tabernacle salt
lake city president wilford wood-
ruff presiding

I1 on the stand were of the first
presidency wilford woodruff george
Q cannon and joseph F smith of
the council of the twelve apostles
lorenzo snow franklin D richards
moses thatcher francisfrancia M lyman
john henry smith heber J grant
john W taylor marriner W merrill
anthon 14 lund and abraham H
cannon patriarch john smith of
the presiding council of seventies
seymour B young C D fjelsted
john morgan B H roberts and
george reynoldaReynoldc of the presiding
bishopric wm B preston roberttrobertT
burton and john BR winderwin ier

there were also many other leading
officers of the church fromfroin various
parts of utah and surrounding states
and territories

conference was called to order by
president george it cannon

the choir undand congregation sang
come let us anew our journey pursue
rollboll round with the year
and never asandand stillstilI1 till the master appear
his adorable wilwillI1 let us gladly fulfilfulfill

opening prayer by president lorerlorec
ZO20 snow

8singing by the choir
come dearest lord descend and dwell

by faith and love in every breast
then shall we know and taste and ffeeleel

the loysjoys that cannot be expressed

president george 4 cannon
was the flfirstrat speaker he said

at the request of president wood-
ruff I1 rise to make a fewfoiw remarks at
the opening of our conference not-
withstanding the inclemency of the
weather there is great cause for thanks
riving this morning on the part of the
latter day saints in having the
edge of meeting at the opening of our
claty second annual conference of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints and meeting together too
under such favorable circumstances as
now surround us having a comfortable
building in which to worship where
we can sit and listen in peace to the
words of life and salvation that may
be addressed unto us by the servants of
god

in contemplating the past there can
be no soul in this congregation from
whose heart thanksgiving and praise
cannot arise to god our etoal
Fathfathertr torfor the goodness and mercy
that he banbaa shown unto us we are
never without cause for thanksgiving
for oureur god has been good I1 and kind
and merciful he has not forgotten
usKB he has not turned his face away
from us he hashaa not closed his ears to
our petitions neither has he refused
to answer the prayers that we have
offered unto him the evidences of

his mercy are around us are within
ua we have received them and we
rejoice in them this morning and I1
feel for one to lift up my voice in
the congregation of the saints in
praise of our eternal father our great
creator I1 feel that we can come to-
gether this morning full otof gratitude
fullfall of humility with broken hearts
and contrite spirits bringing them as
a willing g unto our god a
orificea that he will acceacceptt it being
the sacrifice that he require at the
hands of his saints

when we contemplate the great
changes that have occurred within the
past few years and seegee how wonder
fully god has softened the hearts of the
people howbow he has turned aside the
wrath of man and given favor to a
goodly extent to hisis people we
certainly ought to feel thankful to
him I1 havehav justejust returned from the
east where I1 have been for several
weeks and I1 never in my experience
among men saw a kinder beelinfeelingI1manifested towards this people than I1
have during this visit the lord has
softened the hearts of the people of our
nation and otol the leaders thereof and
they feel kindly disposed to the
latter day saints the misrepresenta-
tion the falsehoods the mists of dark-
ness which have beclouded us and our
reputation have to a very great ex-
tent been removed and I1 have felt
exceedingly thankful to the lord be-
cause there is no power but his that
could have done this mans power
could not have accomplished such re
suits but god has all power and he
has poured out his spirit and softened
the hearts of the people and taken
away that animosity antiand removed
many of those misconceptions that
have existed in regard to ususa

the lord has blessed his people in
many directions we have of course
our difficulties to contend with we
have many things to overcome we
are still in the world and being mor-
tal and subject to the vicissitudes of
human life we must expect to have
many things to contend with that will
try us but looking at our condition
as a whole at this entire people in all
their abidings I1 think it can be truth-
fully said that we are exceedingly
favored otof the lord I1 mean in tem-
poral matters I1 do not believe there
can be found an equal number of peo-
ple in one camcommunity on this conti-
nent who are so well provided with
food with raiment with shelter and
with the conveniences and comforts of
life it is true we do not have a great
excess of riches among us on the
other hand we do not have extreme
poverty we have the poor but as a
rule they are cared for theorythe cry of
the poor and the oppressed I1 hope and
believe does not ascend to the god of
heaven against this people because of
that which they suffer at our
handsbands on the contrary I1 trust
and believe that the prayers of the
poor ascend in thanksgiving to god
imploring blessings upon their breth-
ren and sisters for their kindness and
benevolence at least itif this is notdot
the cuecase it should be among us the
poor should be made to rejoice they
should be made to feel so glad that
when they bow their knees before the
lord they will implore blessings upon
their brethren and sisters for their
goodness and kindness to them

the gospel tois being preached with
exceeding diligence0 by the elders
who are nowdow in the field in some
parts of euroeurope6 the gospel is spread-
inging and the elders feel greatly en-
couragedcouraged at the prospects before them
news from turkey toIs to the effect that
the sublime porte will grant unto purout
elders privileges that are granted to
other denominations this Isin the
latest intelligence that we havebave from
there the firman hshis probably not
yetret keenbeen issued but it wih be and
thenhen our elders will be free from

many embarrassmentsembarrass ments which have
surrounded them in the preaching of
the gospel throughout the turkish
empire there isin a field in those
lands for the labor of a large number
of elderselder and no doubt our attention
will be drawn more and more to that
quarter of the earth because of the
promises that are connected with the
lands under the dominion of the turk
ishieh empire the latter day saints have
always entertained very greataffection
for palestine the land that was prom-
ised to our father A brahamabraham and to hisbis
seed our interest has been excited in
perusing the words of the prophets of
ancient days and also in the w words of
god in these latter times concerning
the restoration of his ancient covenant
people to40 the land of their fathers
for upwards of sixty years now since
this church has been organized the
eyes of that people have been directed
to that land and to the jews proba-
bly no people on the earth not even
the jews themselves take greater in-
terest in the events that are taking
place in that quarter of the earth than
the latter day saints do it is there-
fore a cause of rejoicing when we bear
that there is fta great prospect of our
obtaining liberty to preach the word of
godgd throughout those lands and to
those various nationalities that are
embraced in that empire the lord
hasbaa blessed the labors of the elders
in holland also and a good work tois
being done there they write that
doors are being opened to a great ex-
tent in the netherlands in belgium
the elders are finding many converts
and are gaboritlaboringig successfulsuccess fu rough
out the german empire there is18 an in
creased interest being taken in the
gospel the day will yet come when
there will be freedom throughout that
empire and when there will
be thousands and thousands gathered
from that nation in northern sweden
many effectual doors are opening and
there is also a call for more mission
aries from norway on the pacific
islands the elders have been very suesuc

also at samoa the elders are
laboring diligently it is a hard mis-
sion but they are young men and full
of vigor fullfuh of0 zeal full of faith and
they rejoice exceedingly in their labors
because they have abundant fruits as
the reward thereof some of oureur
brethren have gone to the friendly
islands to tonga and they have
learned the language of that group
which is a kindred language to that of
the samoan islands the hawaiian
islands new zealand and the society
islands that polynesian language is
divided into dialect sit may be saisatdand
when a man tois familiar with the dialect
spoken on one of those groups hebe does
not have much difficulty in learning
the dialects of the adjacent groups
throughout polynesia two of our
elders have gone down to the society
islands and are about to commence or
have commenced their labors on that
group youyom doubtlessdoubt les remember that
in former days a great many members
of the church were on that group of
islands but through various circum-
stances they have been left to a great
extent to themselves it has been felt
however by the elders on the navi-
gator group that some effort
should be made to establishreestablishre the
work on the society islands in
nownew zealand the elderselden are laboring


