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the syrian seaport town is now a
prosperous city of peopeoplepeopledplewwithth
gas and watermater though fifty
years ago it had but people

the road from jaffa to jerusalem
will soon be finished the loco-
motives for this road were made IQin
philadelphia and are now in jaffa

the changes that are coming upon
the holy land are evidences
that the almighty will use the de-
velopments of modern times in the
restoration of the covenant people
to the laud of their fathers indeed
the improvements of the age are all
prompted by his spirit the light
of truth which reveals to man
that which will benefit and exalt

this is a wonderful period in the I1

history of the world not only are
agencies and appliances new to
science and art coming forth as fastfast
as the mind can grasp and man can
utilize them but the works and
reliesrelics of the past are betbeingdg uncovered
and the mystery shroudingoh loudl ag the lives
of the ancients is diaperingdisperdiaper Ang this
is the dispensation of the foulness of
times when all things are to be
gathered in one the past and the
present be aggregated and all know-
ledge truth and be culmi-
nated to prepare for the glorious im
mediatemedite future the millennial
glory the golden agage

in regard to the uncoveringef re-
mote antiquities connected with the
land of promise the washington

star has an article which we here
append it is one of the latent dis-
coveriesco and speaks of events that
happened in the days of the
Pharaoh sand throws light upon the
form of government thit then
existed in palestine which isis soon
to be traversed bybvb v the modern iron
horse

the smithsonian institution hasjustjuat received information not yet
printed or made public in this coun-
try of the recent discovery at tell elanamariaisda in upper egypt orof a number
of tablets relating to thele history ofjerusalem and dating back years
earlier than any record hitherto
known when it isis understood thatthese tablets of stone are letters passed
betweenbet the king of jerusalem andthe pharaoh of egyptegy t 40 years be-
fore the birth of daviddavix who was thefather of solomon someseme notion willbe formed of their extreme interest
these letters were written so drcyrus adler told a writer for the star
about the year 1600 B C and cast a
great light upon the relations of egypt
at that ancient epoch this of coursewas long before jerusalem was cap-
tured by the jews

at that time palestine was a feder-ation of independent cities each of
which like jerusalem was governed
by a prefect this word meaning
litliterallybrally king ofia city neverthe-
less these towns paid a tribute to thepharaoh and it was in relation to thistribute that several of the letters
found were addressed to the ruler of

egypt bby the lingking of jerusalem
abal tabaraza in themhem hebe tries to ex-
plain with due respect that he oc-
cupies a more independent position
than the other prefects and ought to
be treated accordingly for example
in one missive he says

66 behold this city of jerusalem
neither my father nor my mother has
given unto me but the call of a migh-
ty king 92

this refers to the ancient custom in
palestine by which rulers were some-
times chochosenchoanan in consequence of a sup-
posed divine call and without any
hereditary law having been sum-
moned to his throne bybv the deity
abdi taba argued that he should be
treated more leniently with regard to
tribute in another of the lettletteralibre he
says

behold neither my father nor my
mother has appointed me to this place
but the mighty king hasha made me
enter into the house of my fathers

that the mighty king spokenken of
was the deity tois proved by the fact
that to him as authority is referred an
oracle inscribed upon another tablet
which says that As long as a ship
sails upon the sea so long will meso-
potamia and babyloniababeloniaBabylonia conquer 92

the chief almaim of the three other let-
ters written by abdi taba tois to ask
the pharaoh for malmilitary aid against
foreign conquerors invadingding pales-
tine and especially the district of
jerusalem these warlike stran
gers he calls people of

in other words they were hebrews
it seems hardly probable that the
hebrews as a nation should have in-
vaded palestine at so early a date and
so it is likely that these were some ad-
vanced tribes of israel which settled
down west of the jordan and made
incursions from time to time in one
of thuthe letters on this subject abdi tada
says

11 the people are conquering
the cities of the king I1 e the cities
tributary to the pharaoh therefore
the king maymav turn his face to his sub-
jects and send troops if the troops
arrive this year the countries of the
king my lord may be saved but if
no troops arrive the countries of the
king my lord will exist no longer

this tremendous find at tell el
amaria includes tablets largely 0of41

babylonian cuneiform script which 1is
thus discovered for the first time to
have been in use at so early a period
in egypt and palestine many of the
other tablets are dispatches of about
the same date from prefectsbets of other
cities of palestine to the pharaoh
some of the inscriptions are in an un-
known language which no one ban so
ffarar been able to translate it IRia
to think that solomon himself would
have looked upon these tablets as re-
mote antiquities

AN IMPORTANT JUDICIAL RULING

no october term 1890
Wiliwilliamtarn E bassettBaxsett plaintiff in

error vs the united statesstated in
error to the supreme court of the
territoryorv of utah

december 22 1890 1

mr juakin brewer delivered the
opinion of the court

on november 23 1886 the grand
jury of the first judicial district
court of utah found an indictment
for polygamy against the plaintiff
in error charAn whim with having
married one kate amith on the
day of august 1884 when hiebig law-
fulfu wife sarah ann williams waswag
still living and upon

trial before aaturyaj u ry a verdict of guilty
was returned and he was sentenced
to imprisonment for a term of five
yearsvears and to pay a fine of five
hundred dollars such sentence
on appeal was affirmed by the
8supremeU reme court of the territoryangand is now brought to this court for
review

A preliminary question Is pre-
sented by the attorney general it
is urged that there was no proper
bill of exceptions as to the proceed1

inoings in the trial caura and zetherefore
nothing is presented which thisthid
court can review but we are re-
viewing the judgment of the
8upreme aou rt ofthethe territory and
the rule in this court is not to con-
sider questions other than those of
jurisdiction which were not pre-
sented to the court whose judgment
we are asked to exexamineanADe darkclark v
fredericks U 8 4 beyond
the fact that the proceedings of the
trial court were examined and con-
sidered by the supreme court of the
territory and are therefore pre-
sumably by this court
is this matter noticed in this court
in the case of hopt v utah U
8 that a large liberty of re-
view is given by the statutes of
utah to the supreme court of the
territory even in the of a
formal bill of exceptions see also
stringfellow9fellow v cain 99 U 8
0oreillyremy v campbell U IS8

but it is unnecessary to rest upon
this recognition by the supreme
court of the territory or the pre-
sumptions

reMarising the
record shows the pleadings pro-
ceedingsce and exceptions to the
charbelchareeLofof the trial judge all certified
properly toyby T A perkins the clerk
of the trial court at the close of
his certificate which is of date of
january is this statement
and I1 further certify that a copy

of defendants bill of exceptions in
said cause is not made part hereof
because said bill of exceptions is in
the pospossession of defendants coun-
sel at the city of salt lake and be-
cause I1 am informed bbyy iazisaidid
counsel that it has been stipulatedu
by and between themselves and the
united states district attorney for
utah territory that the original
thereof in place of such copy should
be uusedsed in the supsupremereme cocourturt uuponpon
this appeal P the bill of exceptions
referred totobyby him in this statement
is signed by the trial fudge and
thus endorsed no first
dist court utah the united
states vs william E bassett
polygamy bill of exceptions
filed january 19 1887 T A
perkins clerk and also by the
clerk of the supreme court ofef the
territory as filed febfebruary 2
18871887 the date of nlingfiling of the
transcript of the pproceedingsproceed ings of the
trial court the I1importapor t of all this
is that the bill of exceptions signed
by the trial jjudgeedg e wwasas filed in the
trial court and that for the pur-
poses of economy atmeaime and con-
veniencevenvenitenceence such original bill together
with the record of the proceed-
ings was brought to and filed in
the supreme court after having been
filed in the trial court it needs but
this if a copy is good


