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are guilty of adultery and whoredom,
unless they repent with all their hearts
and obtain forgiveness, will paturally
leave us; and it their children atter them
take the same course, they also will
leave. Men entail upon their posterity
either blessings or cursings, according
to their conduct; for it is a correct prin-
ciple that has come down to us through
the centuries, that the faithfulness of
the fathers brings blessing to the ofl-
spring, while unfaithfulness brings dis-
ease and trouble to the offspring.

Many of us who are gathered bere to-
day are members of the Church and
partakers of the covenant because of
the taithfulness of our fathers, and also
of their prayers, in which thev besought
the Lord to bless their posterity and to
remember them in the days when the
Gospel should come forth again. We
today are receiv.ng the fulfiliment of
their prayers in our bebhalf. So it will
be with our children; they will receive
blessings according to our faithfulness
and diligence, M we are unfaithful in
keeping the commandments of God and
thus forfeit His favor, you may depeuad
upon it that our children will hav * greater
difficulty in cotaining the hblessings that
God has in store for the faithful than il
we were faithful, The blessings of God
as well as His displeasure are extended.
Therelore, there is every incenlive 101 us
to live righteous lives and to begqueath
to our children the blessings that God
has promised to us; for our prayers in
behalf vt our children are heard, especi-
ally if they are coupled with righieous
lives in our own part.

I am glad to be here. 1 am glad we
can forget about our harvest. [ am sure
nene of you are any busier than the First
Presidency are. But we feel it is neces-
sary for us to break away from our
business to attend theconierences « f the
Saints. Certainly the people’s business
is not so important but they can leave it
to come and listen to us. It does not
cost anything. That is one ol the beau-
ties of the Gospel—it is withcut money
and without price in that sense. We
can listen to the teachings of the leaders
of the Church and it costs us nothiong
save the trouble of coming together. |
sometimes feel that the people think it
is so cheap thatit is not worth much,
That would be an unfortunate feeling
for ihe people to have, because, as I
have said, we are living in a day when
there will be a strict accountability ex-
pected from all of us. I pray God to
bl ss you, my brethren and sisters, and
to fill you with His Holy Spirit, that the
revelations of Jesus may be in your
hearts continually, and that you may
know for yourselves every day that you
are at peace with God and your sins are
forpiven and blotted out. Do not go on
commilting sin every day and not repent-
ing of it: but repent of it and obtain for-
giveness. Then when you meel the
Lord you will be able 10 meet Him in a
proper manner, and he will be willing to
accept you as His chlldren and_to give
unto you that rest which He has prom-
ised to the faithful; which may God
grant in the name of Jesus to all of us
Amen.

INDIAN TERRITORY MISSION.

LETTER I.
871, JnEN, IKapsas,
September 14, 1§95,
Thea dedication of the Bt. Jobn meet-
tng houte and the Indiap Terrltofy

miselon oonference occurred at Bi.
Jobn, Kaness, Beptember 7th, 1895,

The Iodian Terricory misein s
compneed of Oklaboma, Indian Terri-
tory, Kapsus and Arkanssa. The two
Iatter states were annexed March 1st of
this year.

In the year 1887, Elder W, M. Pal-
mer, president of the Northern States
mlesinn, entered Kavsis and through
arducus lah.re, afier some time suc-
ceeded in baptiziog veveral of ils lo-
habltants, Brotber Palmer was fol-
lowed by other Elders sznd through
thelr efficient work the capre was

sufficlently sugmented for the
establishment of 8 hrapeh
the Church at Bt. John.

Fhe Elaers mrde their headguartersat
the pluce, and at ouve time eight
Elders were kindly entertalnped. Bo
pre]udiced were the people that for &
sime it was with difficulty thst houves
were procured to preach ip; but as the
Elders became helter known there was
aD jucrease of Baiuts apd friends.
‘Those who first julned the Church
were ut one time {dentifled with the
Blckertouites.

For the benefit of some Wwho may
pot he acquainted with Llne history or
the Bickertoolte church, briel a0
count of lte origin mey not be out ot
place. Shortly after the martyrdom
if the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum
d3mith, Sidoey Rigdon succeeded in
persupdipg 6way v large number, and
over (hem he presided as leader. Among
nls tollowers was cne Wm. Beokerton,
ap [Enbpglishman by birth. He was
yuite s dignifud aod 1ufluentis] char.
uoler. He heosme disestisfiei with
fligdop?’s aaministration ebortly after
his conpection Lherewlith aud ieft his
obprech. Not loog after that even?, he
claime to have been haptized by two
Elders from Utab, Row apd Murray.
{On ipvestigation po record ol any
such men could bhe found,) With Lhis
apsumed authority e commenced Lo
preach and baptize apnd sucreedes in
leading quite a pDuwber after bleoo.
His fotlowers continued to incresse in
pumber aud accepted Presideat Brig-
ham Youpg as their Prophet. Ou the
anvouncement openly of the prioelple
of plural marriage, Bickerton, together
with a majority Yof his followere, de-
pounced that setion, and io their con-
ference, held inthespringof 1852, refuc-
1ed the Mormon faith, and announced
their dlesension fiom that Church,
Bickerton at once wet up 8 church
poder bhis Dame and contiousd Lo
preach. Quite a pumher of followars
wae secured. His inovement howe ver,
wus pever b an nryanized coodition,
[p the year 1867 Elder Bumuei Wooley
wae sent [fom Balt Lake Clry nnd ex-
commuticsted ail who haa at any
time clalmed fellowsbip or conoection
with the Church. Tpeir clalms ae
members had pever been recognizeld,
vult under the circum#tances the
«bove course wss deemed pecessary.
Returning now to tbe history of tbe
branch at 81, Jubp,establirhed through
the labere of Elder Pulmer and his
sugcessors, it may he salid that it pros-
pered and grew, nod otber ields where

good oould be accomplished were
opened up.
Ip the year 1891, a dronth which

proves 0 disasirous lo ul Arid country

ewept over the land. Thous-
ands af people left the atate
and among them all hut twenty

of the Baints, Those of the Baints who
departed mainly located fu Utan,
though next to adjolaing etates. The
less of B0 many Balonts was keenly felt
by the remainiog few, Proapects now
tor further proselyting were pot en.
couraging; bul ooder the faithful
guardiapship of Preslding Eloer QGeo.
W, Baker, and the wotirlng efloris of
oiberlocaland traveling brethren, only
ashort time elapsed belore mew IJife
and enthuslssm were imparted, and at
the cornmencement of this year £ apeas
wae added to the lodian Territory
miesion. Elder Andrew Kimball jm-
wedlately trapeferred Eiders Coolbear
and Davis from the Cherokee nailon
where they had heeu laboring, to the
atate of Ksneas, with beadquarters at
the home of 8, \V, Beker, auder whose
perseverance the little fluck had heen
kept together, These brethren were
snnon alded by others.

1o the vieloity of the Elder’s head-
quarler:, n request wasa made t6 ohtain
If poesible u permaneotl pDlace o meet
i, Appsarently the time had arrived
for a work to he doue, grester thao
had bheen accemplished ip the past.
The Elders went to work with a vim.
The citizens oo seeing theinterest that
wes helpg taken by them gapd the
Salute, tuok the mntter in band them -
velver, and in a few days made the
fellcwing proposition. A bulidiog
site, the most desirable ope in the
city, on secount of its poeitjon, would
be given Ireely. A hbuilding in the
uneighborhood, that had heen recentiy
built at un experse of 1,800, would he
turned over ior Lhe Domlnal figure of
$585. The news of this venerous ofler
wea communleoated to Eider Apdrew
Kimhsll who lost Do time in working
for ite scceptance. The matter was
submitted to the Firat Presideuey,
who investigated and acted favorably
oD Lhe mattar, The Elders were In-
siruct=d to olose up the irappactivb,
which they did. Mokey was raieed
tor the payment of the amouant agreed
upep, and the coutract wae Jel for the
reasoval  of the building, a balr
mile distant, 1o the Dew Ilpcation.
With the smount raised, the sum of
§560, donated by the kindly dispored
citizenr, togetber with the labor ot the
Hiders, daluts and friende, liguidated
the indehtedpeas fur thie removal, The
incidental expences Incurred hy the
re-arraDgiog, painling, eic, amount
ing to $160, was pald by the comblned
cootribhutions by the Eiders, Balnls
apd friend,; and loday, through the
zealous efforts of Elders Kimball, D.
W, Coelbear, Jos. U. Lyon and Heber
C. Apdereon, the latier baving worked
sesiducusaly for weekes on the hullding,
it s completed. It le on a commaend-
ing looation, hetween tbe M, E, and
Baptist churches, in the heart of the
city. Its dimensiops are 28x45 feel,
with ap 8 toot celllug, conlaining =
seuting capacity 0! 250, The wall« and
oriling are covered with s smooth layer
of plaster paris, executed hy the in-
geulvpus bund of Elter J. . Lyon, of
Balt Lake City. It I8 the targest
church iu the oity.

ALVIN A. BEEBLEY.
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SEVIER STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference nf the Se-
vier Biuke of Zion was bheld in Ballua,
Salurday and Suuday, Angust 24 and
25, 1895. . Of viaitibg brethren there




