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DAVID WHITMER AND THE
BOOK OF MORMON.

We present be'cw an Interesting
letter to the Chicago Times, in rela-
tinn to the testimony of the last
of the Three Wilnesses to the Book
of Mormon. Oliver Cowdery and
Martin Farris, who, as well as Ta-
vid Whitmer, saw the angel who
exhibi'ed to them the plales, and
heard the voice of God Denring wit-
nesa to the correctness of the trans-
Iation, are both dead, having main-
tained the (ruth of their testimony
‘until the Jast, under all circum-
stances, whether In the Church or
out of the Church. They were ex-
" communicated for transgression,but
returned repentant and were receiv-
ed into fellowship, dylng with a re-
petition of their first testimony re-
corded in connection with the Book
of Mormon. David Whitmer re-
maing, but is aged anid feeble.  Re-
ports have bee. received that he
also had passed away, but we have
no reason Lo believe that they are
correct.  The Jetter following con-
tains some insecuracies, which we
will correct at the close of this arti-

cle: |

RionMaND, Mo,, Oct [14,—In the
beautiful shire town of Richmond,
Ray county, Mo., there | lins resided
for well nigh a half of a century
David Whitmer, known tothe world
as one of the three witnesses that
teatifled to the walldity and realily
of the golden plates from which it
has been asserted that Joceph Smith
transiated the “Book of Mormon,”
the original manuscript of which Mr.
Whitmer has in hils| possession,
which shows by finger-marks and
where it has been cut into *takes”—
a printer’s term—that it has pnssed
through the hands of the type-set-
ters. Aa acitizen of his town he
stands deservedly high, having #li-
ed the office of mayor and council-
man, is a good scholar,and thorough-
1{ posted in biblieal lore. During
the past two years he has beenslow-
lo declining and §s now confined to
his home, carefully atlended to by
his wife, children and grandchil-
dren. Born in the State of New York
from Revolutionary ancestors, he
brought with him to the West his
habits of thrift and hospitality. To
the s or the an : his
home and purse have ever been open,
and bis name is a m of prob-
ity and integrity. wing that be
was approaching the full term allot-
ted for man’s stay on earth and that
tue resders of the Timies would like
to hear what he had to say concern-
ing the origin of the “Book of Mor-
mon,” Tealsd at his residence—a
plain and unpretentions frame build-
ing—was ushered into’ his chamber
by his granddaughter and found the
old patriot reclining on his bed, Up-
un being told the object of my visil
he pronmiptly res;onded to my gues-
tions, aud nfter an hour’s interview
I gleaned Lhe following valuable in-
formation from him—he speakin
freely and unreservedly—in r
to the origin and rise of the Mormon
Church, as well as"the authenticity
of the “Book of Mormon.”

TIIE PLATES

From which the book was translat-
ed, supposed to be gold, were found
in the lalter part of the year 1827 or
1828, prior to the acguantance on
Mr. Whitmer's part, with Joseph
B8mith, and he was loth to belisve
in their acluality, notwithstanding
the community in which he lived
(Ontarlo County, New York,) was
alive with excitement in regard to
Smith’s finding s t treasure,
and they info.med him that they
knew that Smith had the pla as
they had seen Lhe place that he

taken tl.em from, on the hill Camo-
rah, about two miles from Palmyra,
N.Y. It was mot until June, 1828,
toat he met the future prophet,who
visited at his father’s | house, and
while there mm{detod_ the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, and
thus he became conversant with its
history, having witnessed Bmith
dictate to Oliver Cowdery the trans-
lation of the characters that were

inscribed on the plates, said by Mr. |

Anthon, our Egyptlan scholar, to
resemole Lhe churacters of that an-
cient people.. Christian Whitmer,
his brother, occasionally sssisted
Cowdery in writing, as did Mrs.
Joseph Smith, who was a Miss Hale
be;m she was ﬂumd led.

o to ing the plates, he
mm Hmith lgll ul;ey wers
in a stone casket, and tl'e place
where it ‘was deposited, in the hill
Cugrorah, waa pointed out to him
by a celestial pe, y clad In daz-
tling white robe, and be was inform-
ed by It that it was the history of the
Nephilea, a nation that had
Away, whose founders belonged to
thadays of the tower of Babel. The
plates which Mr, Whit saw were
in the shape of a tablet, fastened
with three rings, about one-third o!
which appe ared to Le lopee,in plates,
the other soli.), but with perceplible
marks wliere the platcs seemed to
he sealed, and the guide that point-
od it out to Smith very Impre sively
reminded him that the loose plates
nlone were to be used, the scaled
portion was

NOT TO BE TAMPRRED WITH.

Alter Lhe plates had been trane.
lated, which process required about
six months, the same heavenly vis|-
tant appeared and reclaimed the gold
tablets of thegancient people, ju-
form Bmith™ that he wouid re-

m  with 1er records of

lossi trites that had Yeen ht
with them durlnﬁ thelr wanderin

froes Asia, which would bofortgf
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NO MANUSORIPT NOTES OR OTHER
MEANS OF KNOWLEDGE,

Save the Seer stone and the charac-
ters as shown on the plates, he be-
ing present and cognizrant how it
was done.

In regard to the statement that
Sidney Rigdon bad purloined the
work of one Bpaulding, a Presbyte-

preacher, who had written a
romance entitied “The Manuseript
Found,” Mr. Whitmer says there
no foundation for such an assertion.
The *“Book of Mormon™ was {rans-
Iated in the summer of 1829, and

rinted that winter at Palmyra,
New York, andaz;ls in kt:'!ﬂt:rulnslncm
bafore Sidney on knew any
thing eoucaminﬁ the Church of
Christ, as it was known then. His
attention was specially brought to
it by theap mce at his church,
near Kirtland, Olilo, in the fall of
1830, of Parley Pratt and Oliver
Cowd: ry, he being at that timea
Iteformed or Christian preacher,they

havin been sent west by the
‘Church in New: York during that
summer as evangelists, and Lhey

carried with them the printed book,
the first time that be konew such a
thing was in existense. Upon being
appealed to by Pratt and Cowdery
for the use of hischureh,he nforme 1
them that as 'he was endeavoring to
establish the rules and get back into
the ancient u=ages- of Christianity,
and desired all the light that he
could get that was of Cenefit to his
fellow-men, he would do so, and
would like to hear them. Then they
gave him a copy of the book that it
148 been asserted he was the pro-
genitor of. The result of that meet-
ing was that 101 B Were re-
relved into the Church at Kirtland;
that Rigdon and Partridge, two in-
fluential preachers, were fent as
delegates to New York to see Joseph
Smith, and they were 0o much im-
presscd with his history of the book
and Lis eonnection therewith, that
they berame firm believers,
and started back home
a3 evangelista, preaching the
new religion. Im a short time
thereafter Smithy, Whitmer and
others, learning of the beautiful
vountry in Ohlo, moved west, and
the Chureh increassd rapidly, and
wenld have ro continued bad it not
strayed from the true th, to
preach only Christ and Him eroei-
fled, as it had begun. Mr. Whitmer
emphatically asserts that he has
heard Rigdon, in the pulpit, and in
private conversaiion, declare- that
whe Spaulding story, that he had
used a book called “The Manuscript
Found” for the purpose of preparing
the “Book of Mormon,” was as false
as were many other charges that
were then being made against the
infant Church, and he assures me
that the story is as

UNTRUTHFUL AS IT 18 RIDICUL-
OUS.

In hias youth [Joseph | Emith was
quite illiterate, knew nothing of
grammar or compoesition, but ob-
wained gquite a education aflar
he came West; wasa man of great
magnetism, made friends easily,was
fiberal and noble in his jmpulses,
tall, finely-formed and fall of ani-
mal life, but eprung from the meost
humble clrecumstianecs, The first
good suit of clothes he had ever
worn was presented fo him by
(_?il:’ristlm Whitmer, brother of Da-
v -

As an evidence of their belief in
the divine origin of the book, Mar-
tin Harris, one of the witnesses,
mor his farm for $1,500 for
the purpc “o of having it printed,and
the sale of the book soon reimbursed
him for the outlay. Now millions
of copies are bzing publizhed and
sent to the furthermost ends of the
~arth. A few years since 1 was
yresent at an interview belween

r. Whitmer and Orson Pratt and
Joseph F. Bmith, who had been sent
from Utah to Richmond to secure
the al manuscript, and after a
careful examination Elder Pratt
prononnced it the writing of Oliver
Cowdery, and informed those pre-
sent that it was the original manus-
script from which the “Book of
Mormon™ had been printed, and im
a conversation with the writer he
assure 1 me that the archives of the
Church at Salt TLAke were incom-
plete without it; that they would
pay Father Whitmer, as he termed
him, any reasonable price for it, but
that Whitmer would not part with
it under any circumstances regard-
ing it a8 a sacred trust. Mr. Whit-
mer also has a number of other re
cords of the early Charch,ere it had,
as he says, ‘broke lcose from the
teachings of Christ and acknowledg-
ed nothing as divine save as it was
tapght from the Bible and ‘Book of
Mormon.”

Mr. Whitme’s beliefs have

UNDERGONE NO OHANGE
since his early manhood; he has re-

various branches that have sprung
up through false teaehings, and
rests his hopes of the future “in the
teachings of Christ, the apostles
and the prophets, and the morals
and principles enunciated in the
ﬂerigtursi_ that the ‘Book of Mor-
msn’ iz but the testimony of another
oation concerniny the truth and di-
'vinity of Ohrist and the Bible, and
that is his rock, his gospel and his

believing. He is now as firm in the
faith of the divinity of the book Lhat
he saw translated as he was when
the glory of the celestial visitant
almost blinded him with the gleam

of its glowing presence, fresh from
the fﬂ%.hﬂd; and the v:‘co,mjutlc,
m:shl:g ';I'I.lt l’rl::m — ti]lh ﬁo o
mig ome of space, & ngers
in his ears like chime of silver
bells.

Then follows the ‘‘proclamation”
or testimony of David Whitmer,
given in March of this year, and
which was publizshed in the DESERET
Evexixag NEws of April 7th.

The foregolng is not enly valuable
evidence directly in favor of the

conlroversy in the world, but also
against the foolish story in relation

to the connection of Bidney Rigdon

manuscript alleged to have been
written by Solomon Bpaulding.
The errors which appear in
letter to the Times are evidemtly

fused to affiliate with any of the |port.

salvation.” Seeing, with him, is|ley

Book which has caused 80 much fyng the accused should have bean

and that divine record, with the|,.

those of the writer, not Mr. Whilt. ||
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Martin, who felt that his lackef ﬁ

faith was a hindmnce, withdrew.
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Joined with him in prayer, when |In addition it 18 alleged that there | sshton L Gal fir A
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