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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.
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conrees, (0 he dellvered to the|lbat would be bighly Ilmproper. Th®[entiets will yet mecerialn the fapt
exclueton of the Inspiration of|{iesscn given by tbe Bavior is that th®{tbreugh investigstion Into the
the moment, which sbculd be|prayer should te brief and to th®|pbyeical evldepcer; for theee are so

given free relo with one whn de.
elares religlous trothe aond espesks ar
“‘Moved mpon by Lhe Holy Ghost.’?
Buol tt does involve the acquleition of
knowledge snd nnderstsnding of prin.-
ciple, the eystematic and jotelligent
preeentation of the eame, apd a full
conzideration for the proprieties of the
occaejou, irom the standpoint of ope
who eeehs 10 promulgste the divine
wold and naughl elie; and the game
peneral rolea apply In the matter of
prayling.

The Bavior gave o His diroiples a
poluted jllustration of the rale to be
obeerved In prayer, In coniradisting.
tion to the castom of many in thatday
wbo loved to be teen praylog in Lhe
synagognen and on the eireet cornera
und tbeuagbt they would be heard be-
opuse of their muob spesking; certain-
1¥ they sepured praise from men for
the *‘el¢quence’’ of their prayerr, for
in thst they bad ""thedr reward,” and
not jn Ltbe bleeslngs called frrm
heaveo. But the Lord told His
dlsciplee In what manper they shouly
pray; and tbis wae that tbey should
avold valin repelitions, meke their
prayere enited to the occaslon, and
pul into them Lthe desire sinoere of
their bearte. This lesscn s fully ‘cor -~
weyod Jo tbe text given of the Lora’s
prayer,

It s Dot an oDDcommon Ides
among eome Lhat whep iuv falls
to their Jot, for |(Ipelapoe, Lo
offer Lthe openlog prayer ln a re-

ligions meeting, they must meke It
impreseive at least by 1ts length saod
the range of rubjects oovered, many
of which bave u specizl fltpees for
other occaslone. But supoh &n ides
carries witbh it the jmplication that it
l& the speaker who is pray¥ing, and not
the congregation; for no asetmblage o!
people exbibite the patience to follow
devoully through suoch loog pray-
els as are asometimes offered,
The trath ie, that in AD
sssemblege for religions worshjp the
entire ooogregation wshouold uoite Ip
tbe devolionu!l exercisee; Lhey mey not
proocunce the words sudibly to emoh
other, but Io trder o onite In the
prayer ue Is their religious ehligsation
ophder such clrcometsnces, they ehould
tollow mentally every seutiment, sen-
tence svd wory, avd glve the rinogere
sopport of thelr desire 1n bebalf of the
piaise and thankiulpess exproseed ana
the hleepings seked jor. Toenableihem
to ¢othie,the prayer must be interest-
ing,it must be of the Spirit,enited to the
oocasjon, clesr to the ear and to the
mind, and oot lirescme by its molti-
tude ¢f words or Introdootion of un-
necesrsey detalle.. It phonld be a
prayer for tbe time, and for all, that
the congragation mey unite jn it they
wlll, whetber 1t lasts s minute or three
minutes.

It ey be eald of many prayers
vifered in puoblic that }f they
wele out in kall, of quarter, they
wonld be proporilucately more ef-
feolive, both st lbe opening and
cloeirg of meetinge, In giviug more
attention in thles direction lhao rome
have dune, the gotd ¢flect that would
foliow je apparent, Sneh attecotion is
not to be spplied to reduoiog to the
sruallest Compees 8 praysr se & maltter
of lorm in words, and nothing more;

point, yet expreseing all the fulloes®
of desire tbat fe In the eonl of thore
who engege in I1; and 1o sccomplish
this He forbade the unnecee:ary mul-
tipl¥ing of worde.

While tere¢eners and earnestness are
festores lhst hold & prominent place
tn the Inspired jnstructions on prayer,
ef pecially In publie, it coes not follow
that all prayipg ts limited to the
brielest space of lime. Tbhere are times
verbeps wken houors of prayer, par.
ticalarly in secret, are neeaful in pour-
ing ont the soul lo God, in pralking
Him, and 1o ceeking the dlvine
grace ; and ecmetimes assem-
blsges of people are oceasions
for prolonged devotione of tbis kind,
such =am prayer meetlnge ang
services where all joln willingily in the
exercice. The Lord?s prayer In Lthe
garden of Getbhsemane is an iljustra-
tion wben mole time was faken in
tbet form of devollon tban would
have been sllowed hy Him on some
vther occmefenr, Thus the rule showe
the Atness of time, and plaoe, and de-
pire on the part of those concerned;
and it serves to Impress more deeply
ihe fmot that ordinery prayera in pob.
lic often sre robbed of tbeir vitslity
by being ioo mttenusted, when = )ittle
sttentlon would makethem a fofge to
avail greally with the powers ol
beaven,

INDIAN ORIGIN INVESTIGATION.

Whether or not the enterprise Lbat le
belng bucked by Morria K, Jersap,
pres’dent of the American mutem of
nataral bistory Ia New York, te dis-
cover the origln of the Nor__t__h__Amer-
léan Indians, reslly will attain valos-
bie results, J» & Queationgibst bas
evoked munch difference of oplniopn
smong those who teke Intereet in eueb
mattere. The Portlavd Oregonian
thinks the Jong-debated queetlon Js in
a4air way tobe snswered al last by
sclentiete, and etates that the plsn
invoives the acqoieltion of reiles of
prehistoric America and northesastern
Asia, and tbe study of present condi-
tions of the sboriginal tribes etili re-
maining. Protessor F. W, Pulnam,of
Harvard coilege, who 1a also carator
of the Peabody musenm and curator
of the anthropelogioal depariment of
tbe American mussom of Datarsl
bistory, Is to direct the work, and

men of sclantific trainlng wlll
personslly condoct tbe Investiga-
tions headed by Dr. Frapz Boae,
of the Amerlican DmMOESUmM, DOW

prepering to take up the labor. Tie
mytbs, tolk-lore, populsr poetry, lap-
guage, habite, customes, tknlls, handr,
eyes, oomplexion, bair, and all pbysi.
csl cbaracteristios are to be eiDdieu
mwinotely, the work to be continoed
over a period of sJx years or more, be-
f re s theory is to be promulgsted.
The idea that the Biberian raillroad
will obliterate mooh valuable evidénce
iu portbesstern Awia 18 said 1o bave
been an impurtaast factor lo" the lp.
stitution of tbe Investigation at the
present time,

BSo far es the origln of Lthe

North Americen Indisns s covcerney,
it 1s+ not at all improbehble tbhat eci-

nomerous snd of enob pecnliar form
that tbere munet bave been ap gpvers
ruliug providence in the)r preserva-

tion for some eoch porpose. But
that the reilcs ol northern
Anln  will bave any bhearing

on tho ascertainment of the faote,
exoept to establisb that 1be anglent
Americane dld not come to the pgo-
tinent thet way, ia not to be gade
mitted by thoee best informed on the
rabject. Notwitbstanding tbe theory
of nortbern Aslatic origin and mi-
gratlor, and otber theories of Jljke
charscter as well 88 thwt of apn
aatochtbonona people, to acoount fopr
the Indian’s presence here, the evi.
dence of prehlstoric remsioe is eme
pbatically agslnst these. Tiols evi-
dence sbows easlern continent origip,
but not from porthern Aels,

The tact that the North A meris=
can Indlan migrated Lo this part
of Lhe conlinent irom Bouth America
is an eflective bar to proving that be
came by way of Bering Btrait, His
olviiization in that direction is a de-
generating one, drliting to hia pressot
condition saud not to bis former and
more advanced ecale of civilized ex-
tatence, The evideoce of tbe iatler,
snd oonmgoently of Lbhe earljer rela-
tope snd locality of the Indlan wx~
lstence is to the south, not nortbwest.
The North American Indian came
trom the Oid World lo;Boulb Amerion,
aud thence porthwerd, and not by the
other way. When sotentiflo investls
gators sdopt for & guide thie faot, now
avelded or ignored becaore of prejo-
dice, Lhey wiil have a iaif abow of suo-
cess, but notl before.
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PROHIBITIUON IN OAMBRIDGE,

QOambridge, Massachasetls, 1y re-
jolelng over the fact thet it is & probi-
bition towp; that I8, that It bas made
a success looally of probibition 1n ite
conservative sense, that of sappressing
drinkiog suloone, but wot of probibit-
ing the sale and consnm ption of ligaor
by those who inslel upon tt. While
no ealoonm are allowed or exist in
Cambridge, people who wsot beer of
wine can be supplied Lherewith st
their bomes, !f they¥ 0 desire. The

olaim 1s mwede toat this class of
probibition evppresses drunkenmess,
that lis does away entirely with

tbe evil wsevociatione and effeols
of drinklng ealoone, sand that ti has
not Iocreseed the quuntily of spiriton®
liguors texen to famllies, bul on the
wnole has proved beneticisl witnout
restrictlng individasl lMberty, Tbe
test made by Cambrivge has oontinued
over & period of (en yearr, the celehra-
tion of the decennial baviog been
beld this week, when bells were rung
and speechea were muede in the
cbtrches, congratnlnting tbhe city oD
ite freedom from the rum powel. A
notsble estnre ja that duoring the ten
years Lhe city offioers bave enforced
the Jaw; tuus the people there
heve practical knowledgs of the Do~
ligenee system 1o thelr midet.

1t will not do, hewever, for extreme
probibitioniate to consider the Cam-~
bridge expsrience as e¥jdence thut the. °
Ngoor traffic cam be suppressed en-
tirely. On the oontrary, it .merely



