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Written for this Paper.

“AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?"

The great festures of the universe
and of the earth are the pame Dow a-
inall the ages past,suus nnd systems re-
volve 1u the infinlte ether, a8 iu the

patlern, the revesled fdesn), the perssp-
tAcation of moral and spiritual excel-
lence; ‘to Him gave all the Provhets
witpess, apd io the fulloess of fime he
became ‘God munifest in the flesb;’??
io Him Divine purpose was fully ex.
hikited, humawpity waa presentes with
{te crown, its origiosal Jdignity founu

tlmen of Johand Beth and Ahrabam;
their subhlime m-gnificence, their un-
ehanging order, thelr pofreless move
mebte, their Infiolte aweep, have ar.
reeted Lhe atteution of thinkers aod
seere, and even Lo the common mep
they have heen ohjecte of wonder,
marvels of grandeur, apd &0 fraught
with suggestive fofluence hy tbelr
stability and wlory, us to comoel eu-
préeme atlention, and Jdraw primltive
map, at least, to the border live of will-
ing sdoratiop,

“When I ciosider the heavens,
the workmauship of Thiue hands,
tbe sun aod mouoo aod lare which
Thou hast crested, what is man thas
Thou sre mind ul of him, and the
#oh of man.that Thou visitest hig??

In cloter cummunion with man
because of his nearuess and azsocla-
tio therewith, 1s this ({ron an astron-
omiesl erandpolint) little rolliog orh o
earth, with ite astwuunding phesome-
noo, Its wonuerial gonfiyurstion, it-
chaoging esensons, Ite m&rvelous
Beauly, 118 potent life; every ¢cay s a
murvel, each night a poem, each seanon
a miracle; its roliing sean, 1'8 perenoisl
rivers, ite hoary muuptalune, ita truitful
valleye; the teeming lite of ils walers,
the myriads of nnlmal, bird and Ineect
life; the cattle upon a Lhousarnd
bilis, the fruils of every zone, the
fowersof ali lapde rud hille nnd val v

exprestiop, and all itse wenkness anu
waywardpess 11s HBavior apd Redeem-
er; love for His fnllen brethren, sym-
pathy {or thelr elination, sond intense
Interest in their deliversonce, marked,
colored, glorified, every art of His un-
peiflab nod devoted life; every word
wug meant to rouse, Lo eococurage, Lo
11t up tbe pecessllous among Hia
hrethren;it waa only the hypoarite, th:
selfish, Lhe rebelhiowr, who hud Hiws
chastiverment, His 8 ut was surcharged
with Hir mission of merey aod sacri-
fice, Hies heart with sflectlon and Hie
lite with toii, that Hs might win man
to a heiter, holier and grander lfi!

His suhinission to the wil]l of the
Falher wae perfec', His seif.-abpega.
tlon was perfect, His love for Hie
brethreo wae perfect; ‘‘preater love
batis no mun than thie, that a mau lay
Jown his life for his trrends,?” but He
demonetrated the unfathpmable ghar-
acter o His love, by dolog this for His
wpemles; He it wae who gave the an-
awer to the first query propounded ip
the morning Jdawn o! hlelory, that
which forme the caplionpt this artiole,
firet spoken of sellishnesr hy the ju-
npiration of evil, and repeated in every
uge, in all condition® of woclety, and
by myriads of yu-rists In our eulight-
eped Apge —“Am I my brother’s
keeperl??

st[Let thismind be In you whigh was

the glorious auncelr, the break of duy,
the spangled night—jin uil these phases
and fealures of this our home, there is
shupndance to awaken gurioeity, tocom- |
pel obeervatioo, to charm and cup.I
tivate the thoueht of its upnumbered
millions, if they bhave hut feyes to
gee, ears to hear, or hearts to under-
atangl??

But after all, thees are hut the ad-|
juncie, the preparatory or suggestive

elemeots from which the higher
digoity and gresler glory of its
tenant, man, may be Inferred;

tbeze were all created—moade for bim;
for him this obeauty, glory, mag-
pificence and indwelling iocrease;
teptitmony an to his nature, neevs any
destioy ls« written on every bLlade o!
graee, onevery flower, and oo that pro-
vieton of fecund ity possemsed by earth,
which, half spontanesusly, still mure by
culture, ministers to lire, heaith aud
reproduction, through frults, graina
apd foods, whetber for man or beast,
To mun alooe,the undisputed heir of
this created and eversarprising wesalin,
is glvep the nower of progress, the de-
veiopment of mind, the purifieation ol
soul, the inonte prophecy of illimiinble
Incresse of menlal and spiritual power,
which le foretold in etfort, in all aspirs-
tion, ta tria] and triumph, fa ipno-
cepce aud wexperiesce, in lile and
death; for these, however little apprec:-
ated vruudersiood In the senson there
of, are yet Indisgutably al] workipoyg «ui
that desliny so graphically expressed
of olden time, *Now are we the sons
of God, apd it doth not yet u) pear
what we ehall he, but we know that
when He (Jesus Cbrist) who s our
head, shall appear, we shali be like
Him and we styall ree Him as He I 1??
He was uudoubted)y the grand

algo in Chriet,* suld or e who Y walked
w th Him in the regeneration,” tn tne
Christinu dispensation. “If wmy life 1e
J uo value Lo my hrethren, i1 ls of no
value to me,” sald the Prophet
Joseph; *‘all of you that sre wlii
jng to follow me, a8 fur me 1| fol.
low Chriet,?? wsaid the Prophet
Brigham, ‘Uit up your hands,’’ and
the uuiverssl resjonss told that in the
latter Limen, epite of tradition, training
or natiooelity, the surgjug, struggling
heuris of the B.ntp, heat In unisop
wilh the aspirations of thelr file lead-
ers, and of their Master Jesur Chrisi,

That this la the aonclusion, the hope
and dJdesire of maby cvarnest, sincers
spuls In thie dispeusntion, there cap be
uo doubt, aud in geperal terms many
are wllling (in tbeir beet .Jo00dge at
lenst ) Lo accept the thoughl of Divire
Fatherliood, of universal or speclal)
Brotherhood, and they wabnt to be
gounted 28 amooy the dlaciples of
Choriet, as seekers after His Bpirir, ae
vellevers lv His docirine, as havirg
faith in His promises and words; bul
the weaknesees of the flesh,the socalled
pecuniary inlerests of life, the exsctions
0 economy and the presrure 9t circum-
slances, forhid tbhe praclice of thie
theory of humap life, agtion aud Inter.
+8t 1n 5 other,even if of “'ithe househpld
of faith]??

“Am I my brother’s keeper?” i3 Lhe
question asked hy men of wealth, by
men of position, by mep of jufiuence,
amall or great; tneir acte give the
lie to thelr protession, Lheir iuterests
comiel eaorllice from othere, thus
ruitirhness promple io exactinn, Lo
crow. ing Jown labor, {0 overlooking
taithful service, to non-cubnekieration of
athousand thiogs which areinvolved i1

pot ppecified in that c¢ode of moral
right and precumed brotherhood,
which enterinlo both foupdation apd
supersitrupture of that snciety building
calted Zior, or ‘‘the Kingdom of God
obthe eartk.”

"“Humwap nature i3 buman psture,’?
said an old wrlter; “cueiness e tual-
ne #,’? said 3 prominent man in Ulsh;
the first may he true of the unregene-
rate, it should not be true of those
who, bavioe heeu ¢haptized into the
lizrenere ot Hie death,?” have rieen Lo
profesved ““newnesp of life,?” because
they **have put on Chrlat.” The latler
may he the exchee for every species of
tyranoy, of opver-reschiog, of rubmis-
sion 1o the eo-galled exigencles of
rade, competition or circumetances, ae
selfleh interest may suggest.

It must neeuys he tbal there should
exist & more thorough trapsfusion of
charily into the hearte of bellevers; a
mre esrnest aoosideration of the ne-
cepullies of Lhelr co-religiouiste, for'Sthe
mind of Christ?® asks not "“Am
{ my brother’s keopei??” It realizes
knows that each one 1s‘*his brother's
keeper;?? that by examyple, influence,
acte, aympathlis, men effect each
< ther; thougbls are crealed, infer-
ences afe urawn, iolereate are aflected,
coolrolled, jeopardised, overithrowu hy
force of !nlerested will or exerclae of
arbitrary power or authornty for which
there will huve to he s ¢trict account,
for higher authority once raid,** W hoso
«hull offeud one of these jiitle ones,
which believe in me, it were better for
nim that a miilestnDe were bubDged
about his neck and that he were
drowped in the deplhs nf the sea.?’

It s this spirit of greed, injuetlce,
apltiahpess, competition, which is de-
woraljziug ull the natipne; 1t ladestroy-
log confidence,sspplog the foupdativns.
of society, magivg every man an
Ishmaelite, and will yet drench the
world in blooo; wow, as inthe olden
limes, some men’s *‘gold and allver is
caokered, and the tuat thereof is a
witners agalust tbem,snd it sball eat
their fieah an it were tire. The hire of
the lahorer i8 Eept back bhy fraud, and
the cries of the laborer have eulered
fnte the ears of the JLlord of
Sab ott.”

Not that weajth rhould be decried
or 118 poesersora outlawed or puuished;
1t is the misuse, the sbuse of hieasing
which briogs the curse; men who dely
competition apd srray man against
nie brother have ‘‘the mark of the
reast in their foreheade’’ though they
may not koow i, and ruletse who over.
ek the teeciing creators of wealth
in tbeir sycopbantic adulatlon or
the millionaire wlill realize that
{alth alone wii not give 3l
vation, ''when a hrother or sieler
fa nuked and destitute of daily
food,” apd toe supereilious man of
meaus sayf, "Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filied, notwilhstanding ne
giver them not those things which are
veedfol, wbat dolh tt profil???

Neveribeleess, there is a vast amouant
of philapthropy ion the world, thou-
wands o god warm hearle, souis full
of rympathy snd commiseration of
negesall y;religlous bodies Are workinoy,
statestnen are plauuning; the spirlc of
the spe drifis into the woy of relief,
oy and by inspiralioo will prevent in-
slend of cure, Although the first query
uf nelfishuess nay be the lust to be an-
swered of Christianity undefiied, 1t



