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AMERICAN CIVILIZATION. |ment the college graduate encoun-|have undertaken to show not how| I candidly believethat a majority | are just barely able to read and
U — ters after he enters practical exist- | advanced, but how illiterate the | of these children would reach ma-| write, and who stop thefe ‘without”
I'TS GREAT BLEMISHES AND 1TS AP- |ence is to find himself subordinate | population ‘is, in the country in|turity if they had wellinforméd| making any farthur progress. Ada
PARENT DEFECTS. to some man no older than himself, | which our lot is cast, I must tres-|and careful mothers. . = “lt5these the number who can read
b whom he considers uneducated. | pass upon your forbearance while I -Returnin% to the census of 1870, and write well enough but do net:
An Address Delivered by Col. A.|Instead of being a leader, he finds| produce the figures, which may he another table shows that out of the | exert their knowledge for any good’
r STauback.of St. Louis, before himself a follower. This disgusis| dull, but at the same time are ter- total population, 88,558,371, there|to themselvesorothers. Theun con-
W, Slayback, of = him very much., It causes many a|ribly convincing. are 12,135,798 unable to exchange|sider the paupers, the hospital pa-
Jhe Literary Society of the State | man to settle down into asoured| The censusof 1870 shows that the | information with ‘others; 'in other | tients, the helpless eripples and the
University at Columbia, Mo.,|and disappointed life. total population of the United | words, nearly one-third of the en- imbeciles, and is not the num-
June 21, 1375. In New York, the college-bred | States, of all ages, was 38,558,371; | tire population,who are dumb with | ber of those who are of any use re-
men are clerks or salesmen, or sec- | total ten years old and over, 28,238, - | ignorance or imbecility gand who | duced - until = every , good man
Only before an audience repres- ond-class professionals. The heads | 945; of these, the males are 14,258,- | hang like a helpless burden upon feounts? '\ = L ody il oy o an
enting largely the culture, refine- | of houses and the men who take | 866; the females, 13,054,256; total |the shoulders of the other two-| The censns showsthe. ber. of -
ment- and learning of the State, the lead in great enterprizes are|illiterates, ten years old and mrm-,l thirds. True, many of them are 00 | crimipals m":%ﬂmmhﬂr
would I'venture upon the discus- generally men who start in lifeﬂs 658,144; and of these illiterates, | young, but the number of those|convieted, the number kept in pri-
<ion of a subject so melancholy in | Without this advantage. And soit the males are, 2,603,888; the females, | Who are too benighted to tell -their |son, and a great wa%m
nce:
to the

its contemplation as that which I |is all over the country as a general| 8,054,256; percentage of total illit- , their parentage, tbeir pative |concerning the prevale ne,
have selected for the learned gen- rule. The fault must I}re in the |erates to total population of that|places or religious belief ﬂﬂtﬁﬂlldﬂ]i{s causes; its expense .
tlemen of the University Literary system. Milton says (Vol. I, p.|age, 20,04, percentage of male illit- | even the census-taker. . | est part of the pepulation, and: it
Societies, and their assembled 160, Prose Works): I call a com-|erates to male population of that It may be Ltiresome to  pursue | other ueuces. ;I_mpllot ask
friends. It is easier to be enter- plete and generous education that age, 18.26; percentage of female il- these tables further at present, but | yeu to go with me into tht;pinfpl_
taining when the topic under con- which fits a man to perform justly, | literates to female population of |1 cannot refrain from a glance at{and shocking particulars.: 1 will
sidepation is pleasing within itself. skilfully ‘and _-mag_nnnimuualy all | that age, 21.87—in language a child | some disclosures about our ﬂwﬂ,tmm]ylgi?a a‘hutyh glance at some

But disregarding the arduous-|the offices, both private and public, | can understand, more than ene-|BState. | | - .+ . |of the conclusions. 1d 829109
ness of the task for me, and the | of peace and war.” fitth of the entire %Lpulgti;m. From the number of our schools| It is es imated that there is an-
painful reflections it may awaken |, 1But if there is so little in our sys- | Nearly one-fifth of the “males, and their costliness you may thiuk | nually paid in support of the gospel
for you, the same sense of duty | tem of education that so fitsa man, | and more than one-fifth of the fe- | that no child could grow up in ig- $6,000,000; in support of criminals
which induced me to speak at all to what shall we say of the danger to | males, ten years old and over,|norance, and yet there is cold com- | just dﬂubfe,}li’, 0,000; for tobacco
my young zountrymen in response | be apprehended from the fact that | ean neither read nor write! ‘‘Ig- fort in the official report. The total|and cigars, $610,000,000; for liquors,
to their invitation, prompted me to what we call education fails to|porant foreigners,” you may population of the Elitﬂ.iﬂrl,'?ﬂl,‘.ﬁa;- $2,200,000 000, of which $1,500,000,-
speak to them of those -things reach the masses.? | say. No. Let thetruth be told if{of these there are from five to|000 goes fﬂ! the direct support of’
which most deeply concern their Not only is the system we have|it brings a blush. Only 777,564 are | twenly years old, 631,443; of Lhis -shops, o -
active future among the population defective, but such asit is, its dis- | foreign born, and 4,882, 280 are na- number there are males 828,013, | e call unrulvlm;pmpla of law
of the ¢ountry in which they are to tribution is totally inadequate to|tives. females 306,430, Out of the exgire fand order, and yet the agencies -
live. Itisthe fashion for Ameri-|the welfare of a peoplerelying upon| ¢Ignorant blacks,” you may &ay. | 631,443, of what may be called be | employed scem inadequate tocheck
cans to boast of their advancement | the wisdom of their own votes for| No. Another table shows that the school-going age, theré is a diily | the growth of crime, or even to ar-
in learning, and just at this time |gOVernment. white illiterates are 2,879,543, and |average attendance upon  pubiic [rest and punish the eriminals. Un- -
Uncle Sam’s physiognomy is rosy | We boast that ours is a land of|the illiterates of that age of all schools of 187,024, private scliovls |redressed and dnpuill_iqhd WIODgE
with .smiles of self-glorification|¢hurches and schools. And yet|other races combined are 2,778,601 [29,398; in all, attending sclools|multiply in number and inte
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over the general progress of the [the stubborn fact is that we have | In other words, about 100,000 more | 216,422, not attending'any schoollin horrer. —~ . PR SIS
country, emphasized by the near|Dotenough of them, and those we| white illiterates than Indians, ne-|274,975, and there are 143,046 irre-| In New York, the' murder of Na-
approach of the Centennial cele-|Dave are not attended as they |groes, Chinese, and all combined.|gulars, who sometimes attend nd | than, which took: place years ago
bration of that proud day when our | Should be. - ‘‘Surely, Missouri is not so bad as | Sometimes do not. . S0 that in this, | just opposite- the Fifth Avenue
sturdy ancestors flung defiance im| LI it is sad that our best educated | that average,” you may say. But |the Blate of our pride and of our|Hotel, remains a mystery io this
the face of a King, and promulgat- | 22€n are educated so imperfectly, it | the tables shew that our State has | boasted school privileges, the offi-|1day, and the magnificent brown
od t6 the world their sublime De-|i8 Worse that an almest incred- | jlliterates of that age, 222.411; of |cial statistics declare that every |stone front residence in which it
claration of Independence. | ible proportion of our people are|whem only 15,584 are foreign born, | day more children are growiug up |occurred was so condemned as a -
Our great granafathers did that, | Dot educated at all. and 206,827 are patives; and of these | in ignorance than atténding any | haunted house by popular supersti-
and they did well. Our grand-| e shudderat the ignorance of|the colored illiterates are only 38,- school, - " |tion, that, last summer when I was_
rathers did well, and our fathers did | the South Sea Islanders, and think | 00, ST When we think of what dwarfed | there, I saw workmen tearing. it
well, with the questions and the |00 little of the thick darkness of| You will next, ask (if| many of and crippled lives lie jusv ahead of | down because no one would Jivein
Jddijes of their day. They lived |that illiteracy which shadows our|these will not learn Sometime, |an actual majority of thechildren | the fatal place. . .y 1009
their lives, and left their legacies, | 0WR land. We make liberal contri- | Making another compilatien, to an- | of ‘the State, and’how the interests| In Philadelphia, ‘mﬂﬂl of & |
and dwelt in the regions of rest, | butions for thesupportof expensive | swer this question, we find that in | of the Biate itself. must suffer in | prince fails to rescue little Charlie .
What they did is done. Of what | foreign missions, but show toolittle | the United States there is a total [ consequence of ' the inferiority of -to his parents, or to bring to .
they did wisely we enjoy the fruit. practical sym trhy for the ]:‘I_‘Eﬂthﬂn population, twenty-one years of age | average citizenship thus produced, | punishment tﬁ men who stole the
Of what they did unwisely, we of |t home. What! Heathen” XYes, and over, of 18,536,000; ef these, the | can we wonder that many thought- |child.. . o iy et
this genération have had to endure | Plenty of them. I call heathen | males are 9,443,001; the females, 9,- | ful minds are leaning tothe convie-|' ' Im Missouri, a little boy is mur-
some Bitter consequences. They | those who ignore the existence of|092,999. Of these grown-up per-|tion that improvident, ignorant, |dered in his own house, at mid-..
had their respomsibilities. They [the Jiving and true God—people|sons, the illiterates. .are, males, |avaricious and undatiful parents|night, and hismother dangerously ..
haveleft their record. It is mow | destitute of moral wisdom. " 11,619,147—and these men are voters, | should be compelled by law to edu-| wounded, out of ve ce  for
our turn to tread the shining sands | And we have right here, in the|law-makersand rulers under our|cate their children, if not from |'wrongscommitted by others whom.
of the arena ‘of life. They gm-a\hearta and centers of our civiliza- \Constitution; and females, 2,096,049 | choice and affection, as a duty they | the law has failed to reach, and the

¢lose observation to the times and | tion, EE"?P}E who do mnot know |—and these women are the mothers| owe the State. Does not the State| perpetrators all go at large.
cireumstances in which they lived, | enough to comprehend what is and natural guardians over the |itself owe a duty to these children?| In 1 husetls, right in Bos-
2fid if we are worthy of the sires | meant by the God of the Bible.|young of the Jand. In all, of men If parents abandon their offspring | ton,the su foeus of our civili-
from whom we sprang we must do | Also vicious heathen, who wilfully and women twenty-one years of|on the streets, or leave them to |zation, child after child has been
likewise. * They shed their hlmildiamgﬁrd what they do know. Peo- | age and over, there are 3,715,198, or | starve in the fields, shall they be | murdered in a mannerso revol -
and gave their ftreasure that they glﬂ of whom society has to beware, | more than one-fifth of the entire | left to die? No. The law provides|ly cruel that a fiend woula loo
and we might be freemen. eople dangerous in a common-|adult populatien,unable toread and {hew such unfortunates may be|away.and up to this time nobody
Liberty and freedom of conscience | wealth where majorities govern— | write. fed and clothed. ' puanished, anl i s101a:
they bequeathed us. It is for us te | Jangerous anywhere. People who| These ave terrible figures.  To be| Why should not the same hu-} All over the land the record of
beir in mind that eternal vigilance | can scarcely understand any lan- | more exact, of the male adults— | mane spirit further, and declare | crime is swelling and the le of
is the price of their preservation.|guage. People who-cannot read or | voters, remember—there is a per|that where the soul and the intel-|g faith are insecure. e mur- :
Their duties sere with the past.|write. People whe never go to|centage of 17.15, and of females, a | lect of the child are abarndoned by | dered floater is anony ‘buried
Ours are with the present. The |school, or to church, or to hear a|per centage of 23.05. How can its parents the State will gather in | in the potter’s field while the hand
ovils tliat they saw they fought |lecture. People who look upon a |these voters exercise sulirage under- her children as a true. faithful | that slew him. remains unknown.
againsk The evils that we see|college professor as a special ambas- | standingly, or act with wisdom in | mother would fold them to' her| The assassin fires into the bosom of
cregping in :we must overcome,. |sador of Old Satan, and upon a|the use they make of the ballot? | breast, and nourish their minds|his victim, in the light of open
The patrimonial field is good. The preacher as a cunningéchnp ho | How can these poor benighted wo-| with wisdom and s th? What|day, with the sure, steady aim of -
harvestis fair. We must keep up |lives by his wits—people whose | men comprebend wifehood and possible service could the State ‘do | emotional insanity. , Robbery is re-
the fences, keep out the weeds, and | votes count just the same as yours | motherhood, or interpret to their them that would awsaken within|duced to fine art. _ absconding
look for mew fields to conquer, if|or mine! = o tender offspring the mysteries that | them deeper gratitude, or imbue | defaulter bears off with lmpunity
we would enlarge and enrich the| But surely you may say, “This | Nature has ever confided to a|them with more Jofty patriotism? | his plunder to foreign lands, Th
estate.  One of the errorsof our day | kKind of folks must be scarce in this | mother’s lips alone? Are there no| There ought to be some way pro- cmfh{‘mllehnm bankrupt exults,
is mational boastfulness. We are|country?” No; on the contrary, far | missionaries to spare for the 23.05] vided to enlightenand to save these|in h tempomr{ ‘but well-provi-
fond of believing, and of being told, | too numerous, and too much neg- | per cent. of American mothers who | Missouri children from growing up | sioned retirement from aetive busi~
that weo are the forwardest nation |lected, even by those who have | can neither read nor write? Nearly |iuto full-grown heathen. 1 ness, and with sereme sa .
on earth. Perhaps we are. I shall |love of country and love of the|the fourth of them! Yet herethey| And how is it with our adult|placiily pities thﬂtlf“’?h ‘who
not argue the question. But I will | human race at — £ % lare, right inthe shadow of e¢hvrch- pulation? We havein the State trusted bim, and attributes their
say that we are not what we might| I do net make these assertions|Spire and college-dome, toiling, |84 904 illiterates, twenty-one years| disaster toith“-f“.’!i';“?“;m uld
be,if every man shounld de hisduty. | recklessly. 1 ceme prepared to |Struggling—many of them hunger-|¢ld and over.  Of these the males pot wait for their money ‘until he
With all our 'boasted progress, we | prove them by those passive, inex- | ing—for the comforts of life; and, arv 34,780—voters, remembe | W i-mdy @y vl edi  cal
have growing elements of vice, of |orable witnesses—the statistics of | While expensive missions can be/ feniales, 50,124, o el L The well- mg‘*mjm pil="
ignorance, and. of corruption, that |the census. ‘The figures are official. maintained abroad, there Is neta| Missourians can contribute their fers at the counter w the mer-
mnust be eradidated_, or in the very | They are as correct as the gevern- cent of money, not an hqu:-_uf in- | thousands of dollars annually to : _ thob'éll@ to
near future they will endanger the |ment can obtain. You will find | Btruction, and but precious féw | teach the iguorant of other Jandsto | $XP9 R s a e
country and destroy all that makes | them recorded for the future re-|Kind words to be had for these|read and write, and: yet there are hg ) Al _the é‘:{iﬂ?ﬁ_}_lff‘fﬁ'
existence dear. - i ferenee of coming generations, and | home heathen, whose ignorance | 84,904 grown persons; and a total of | ¥ % i gu_n_ce-; '
There are tendencies in our insti- [for the information of statesmen |8nd degtadation low'ér the standard] j)literates over ten years old of 222,- | fear. injure his  ‘business’

tutions which must be combatted | and voters, teachers and students. | of health and morals' in the laud. | 411 right here at home who never The hﬁ’m t%“nwn“ d:
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or eventual ruin is inevitable. |I ho ou will not find the ta How can an ignorant mother take | read a verse in the Bible in their | FraI0 Ao N o o -
There are departures from the sim- | I lmp:ar prepared tir;um; I?: intelligent care of a¢hild? Isita|}ives. Enough souls to make a|and ct ldren, th“m&:?mm
Eﬁhﬂﬂ%ty gffuulé ;ur?fithem'%hich pended some labor in their colla- W““‘:ff é‘-hﬂtﬁ £0 man:ff' Ghih%hml; heathen State! And yvet we are m‘ﬂ%rg?t:e?mh £, :Iﬂf,"-ﬂfi“%
yode no or the fature. There | tion, and if ‘ - | perish under five years o a | atjon | prize- r has whole colunrns o

g00 on, and if you will study the cen &lﬁﬂ y age— constantly told that our civilization g{qﬁ’ﬂ per notoriety bestowed l :

are defects in our system of educa- for vou ' nder period when intelligence, : . , -
y uca- | sus for yourselves your minds will p ig is approaching absolute perfectioun! on, him, Pmkm “his excu

tion which every day renders more | soon begin to make other groups of | care, skill and constant vigilance| 1.et us revert ouce more from o

apparent.-- It is defective in that it |the figcures as interesting 'and as | do not always obviate those fatali.wn State to the general census money without hesitation, and
dees neb reach the masses; it is de- atarﬂ?&g. Y ou will find 'yﬁumwﬂg catastrophes which send too kﬂ.ﬂl L-mitha moral hiemfhés are as re- takes gobtfh care not to be hit too
fective in that it fails to develop as | comparing decade with decade, { the hot tears of grief down the pa- | velling as the intellectual, and the|1atd by his £ :"z busivess.’
high -a standard of manhood as it | State with State, section with sec-| rental cheek? Think how the help:| philosophy of the schools, the inges|  VORSTES, e latnre, ‘and’every
ought in those it does reach. tion, class, age, wealth and'race less little mortals leans forils very | nuity of the law-makers, and, th | Constitutional Con<¢ention suffer

the presence of bribe bearing lob-
ready to buy or to-sell-in
infamous vocaiion, and the.

Among those we call educated, | with their respective parallels. life upon the maternal discretion|piety of ;the Churth, seem unable
the phyeical issacrificed too much| The interest grows, as fact after and solicitude to aid it in resisting{ by their united efforts to remove|
to the intellectual; the intellectual | fact, conclusion after conclusion, is | the assaults upon its frail existence. | the reproach. Out of the grand to- o1 -
too much to the false comforts of | reached. ' | And with what dismay 'must it|ta), 38,558,371, only 21, ,&g in| - of .eyeiy, syholesome
life..; Those whom we call our best| New calenlations sugrgest them-) Jift its eyes for relief iuto the stolid | a3y manner connected wld:n ny | Jaw is like that of the infant Her-
educated young men grow up with |selves as you go along, snd facts] face of a mother who cannot read religious order or ddl_lmima:i cules tearing the coil of venomous
such habiis of luxury that they are | stranger than fiction rise before the | the simplest rules for its health | whatever. - .. |serpents from about his P““k' Jna
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unfitted to bear the hardships of | mind, justas a traveler in a mouns{and preservation! -Ldok- at.the|  Now, gadd. the number of -the 1andi of <ivilized .eharily, full.oi
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e lg;'i %9?"91'*? or resiatp the 1;3'.|iir;|u::ﬁ:'1éI country, climbing and gaz-{ tables of mortality published every | wieked who can read to the num- misdirected and mistaken: philan-
teMptations fadverse fortune. The ing, beholds range after range dis- week in the city. The large ma-| pher of the ignorant who are unable | thropies, the  sick, ayd  suflering
heroic is too much frittered away, |solve. itself and stand solid ' to his{jority of deaths are .of . children |to do soj that is, add fqgf.h.q- t.hgl;ﬂtsrangerl and dies before
and in‘its stead there Is nourished | vision. . - S T 2 | under five years of age...That is, | irreligious, the illitefateand. those | e reaches the bowpitak The blind
a sick'y ambition and a delusive| The true condition of. a eéuntry| children who have to depend on|\ho profess more piety than ‘they beggar gropes in - ihe street, - Tt
sclmpettance that is battered to | cannot be so reliably ascertaiped jn /| thecare, intelligenee’ and nourish- practise, and where is your major- | friendless maniag swreatis-his ghast~
preces in ﬂm sham-testing mill of | any other way as by a careful study | nent sapplied them by others, 'jty? Butgo on, and to the illiter- ly veugeance on theiimocent, and,
| life. Admipst the first disappoint-|of its census, and inasniuch as T ?leing tfoo young' to take care of | gyte and Irreligions add those who | Weary oflife; in s 9¢n S0 strange;
| : renselves, L 14 s et s 3 a5t
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