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only before an audience repres-
entingonting largely the culture refine
merib na of the state
wd tiponupon the discus-
sion of a subject so melancholy in
its contemplation as that which I1
have selected for thetiie learned gen-
tlemen of the university literary
societies andalid their assembled
friends it is easier to be enter
U vagavagn the topic under con

ia pleasingehing within itself
but disregarding the arduous-

ness of the task for me and the
painful reflections it may awaken
for you the same sense of duty
which induced me to speak at all to
my young countrymen in response
to thelietheire invitation prompted me to
speak to them of those things
which most deeply concern their
abaiactive future Aamongmung the poppopulationu
ofdr fhethe country in which they are to
live it is the fashion for ameri-
canaamericansto boaboastboaston of their advancement
inIearningng andfind just atht this time
uncle sams physiognomy is rosy
isahitahL smiles of seioself glorification
over hethe general progress of the
country emphasized by the near
approach i of i the cehiCeficentennialtennIal cele

that proud day when our
ancancestorsestorsestorastors flung defiance in

the face of a king and promulgat-
ed to bhotho world their sublime de-
clarationcl of independence

our great granagrandfathersfathersrathers did that
and they did well our grand-
fathers did well and ourfathers did
well with the questions and the
dun arof their day they lived
their ilves and left their legacies
and dwelt in the regions of rest
what they did is done of what
they did wisely we enjoy the fruit
of what they did unwisely we of
this gengagenerationilon have had to endure
some bitter consequences they
had their responsibilities they
havel immlff theirtheli record it iaIs nowBOW
stirour turn to tread the shinshininging sands
of the arena of lifeilfe they gave
close observation to the times and
circumstances in which they lived
aauderdirdifd if wewe are worthy of the sires
from whom we sprang wowe must do
likewise they shed their blood
and gave their treasure that they
and wowe might be freemen

liberty and freedom ofconscience
they bequeathed us it is for us teto
bear in mind that eternal vigilance
iais the pricepuce of their preservation
their duties werewore with the past
ours are with the present the
evils that they saw they fought
aagainstgionse the evils that we seesed
creeping jninJ wowe must overcome
the patrimonial fieldhold is good the
harvestsharvesUs fair we must keep up
thennes keepbeep but the weeds and
look for nw fields to conquer if
welwe would enlarge and enrich the
estate aliollolio of the errors of our day
is national bobolartfulness we arebro
fondfolia arid of being told
thitthauthat weD neare the forwardest nationonearthartloneon eartcart I1 Perhaps we are ishbiiI1 shallshail
not ButIbutnut I1 will

bearcwe rutorite not what we might
be jf every nianman should do his duty
with aliailalalt ounour boastedblasted progress we
have egwingrowing elements of vice of
ignorance midand of corruption that
must bobe eradicated or in the very
near future erierlendangerdanger thetho
country and destroy allnil that makes
existence dear

there are tendencies in our insti-
tutions which mustfiust le cormcorn batted
or eventual ruin is inevitable
there departuresare from the sim-
ple honesty of our forefathers which
bodehdHdene nonbgb g for thetho future there
aredeaM defectsfeets in our systeni of diduca

every day renders more
apparent i itamit is defective in that it
doesdocs nob reachreachraach thothe masses it is de

in that it fails to develop as
highan standard of mahhood as it
oughhtAblabidtiA th does reach

among call educated
the physical is sacrificed too much
mothobotho intellectual the intellectual
mootoo much to the false comfortcomforts of
lifelire 1 I those whom we call our best
educated young men grow up with
swli habits 0off luxury that they are
unbindunfitted to bear the hhardshipsardships ofpoverty or resist thejbf adverseadversevense fortune Tthohe
heroic is too much away
and ilitsin its stead there is nourished
a sickly ambition and a delusive i

Sseuftk wac tl t is bbatteredaberer to
fiepicpiecescaririmihoVllolic shamlam testing Mmillililii of
life firt disappoint

ment the college graduate encoun-
ters Doftefterafter liehe enters practical exist
enceenco find himself subordinate
to so no older than himhimselfselfrelf
whom he considers uneducated
instead of being a leader he finds
himself a follower this disgusts
himhiff very much it causes manymatiya a
manmatr to settle down into a soured
and disappointed life

in new york the college bred
men are clerks or salesmen or secsee
ondona class professionals the heads
of houses and the men who tatakeiceile
the lead in great enterprisesenterprizes are
generally menmeri who startstait in life
withoutwithoft this advantage and so it
is all over the country as a general
rule the fafaultuit must be in the
system miltan saysfays vol I1 p

prose works 1Ir call a com-
plete and generous education that
which fits a man to perform justly
skillfullyfully and magnanimouslymagn all
the offices both private and public
of peace and war

but if there is so little in our sys-
tem of education that so fits a man
what shall we say of the danger to
be apprehended from the fact that
what we call abdueducationcationcatlon failsfalls to
reach

not only is the system we have
defective but suehsuch as it is its dis-
tributiontrib ution is totally inadequate to
the welfare of a people relying upon
the wisdom of their own votes for
government

womo boast that ours Jsis a land of
churches and schools and yet
ththo0 stubborn fact is that we have
not enough of them andiund those we
have are not attended as they
should be

if it is sadd that our bestbeat educated
men are edlieducatedbated so imperfectly it
is worse that an almost incred-
ible proportion of our people are

at all
we shudder at the ignorance of

the south sea islanders and think
too little of the thick darkness of
that illiteracy which shadows our
own land we inmakeakeako liberal contri-
butions for the support of expensive
foreign missions but show doolittletoo little
Ppractical sympathy fbifoi the heathen
at home what heathen yes
plenty of them I1 call heathen
those who ignore the existence of
the jivingliving and true god people
destitute of moral wisdom 1

and we have right here inn the
hearts and centicentersra of our civiliza-
tion people who do not linoiinoknoww
enough to comprehend what is
meant bytheby the god of the bible
alsoaiso vicious heathen who wilfully
disregard what they do know peo-
ple of whom society has to beware
people dangerous inin a common-
wealth where majorities govern
dangerous anywhere people who
can scarcely understand any lan-
guage9 people who cannot read or
write people who never go totb
school or to church or to hear a
lecture people who look upon ha
college professor as a

of old satan and upon a
preapreatherener as a cunning chap whopho
ilveslies by his wits people whosewhose
votesyo es countountjjust the same as yours
arnineorr nineI1ne

butbuuut suresurelyu you may say thisilinedndin ofbf biksfolks must be this
country no on the contrary far
too numerous andwid too much neg-
lected even by those who ilnahave
loyeloye of country and loveiove erthle
human race attit heart 5

3

I1 do not make these atassertions
recklessly I1 come preparedbiedhied to
prove thethem by those passiveie ininex-
orable

ex
witnesses the statistics of

the census TheThel figures are official
they are as corcorrectfeet7 iusitsas thetho gevegovedevernrn-

fment can obtain you will nilnii
them recorded for the future re
gerence of coming generations anaans
for the information of statesmen

teachers and studstudentstntintI1 hope you will not find the tables
I1 have prepared tiresome I1 ex-
pended somosome labor in their colla-
tion andiund ifyou will study the cen
susbus ourselves yourtouiou1r miti dlfdif Wiiiili
soonboon beginammi lomakato mabb other jbf
the figures as interesting andflindt asts
tattling abu will nindfind yoursyourAyourselveselvescives

comparing decade with decade
state with state section with secseel i

tion 3 classeliass age wealth andraandracacd
with their respective parallels i

the interest grows ashs fact aafterfterafter
fact conclusion after conclusion is
reached

now suggest them
selves asns youyon go alond maand facts
stranger than fiction risorise before the
mind just as ava traveler in aia nounmoon
gainous country mhlibin and gaz-
ing beholds aflerafter range dis-
solve itself and standeland solid to his
vision

the true conditionconditi of ha
cannot bbbesobososo reliably aascertainedcertain ed in16
anyady buhei ady asby ha tildy
of itslter census anddud inasmuch aa E

have undertaken to show not how
advanced yittitbut how illiterate tiiethe

is in the councountrytty in
which our lot is cast It mustmuil tres-
pass upon your forbearanceforbearaneeanbe while I1
produce the figuresfigure which may liehe
dull but at the same time are ter-
ribly convincing

the census oftf 1870 shows ththatatthethe
total population of fhe united
states of all ages was
total ten years old and over

of these the malesmalesarearmare J
the females 13 tzitotal

illiterates ten years 0ooldoidid ariyaridand over
and of these illiterates

the males are the females
3 percentage of total illit-
erates to total populationlalloff of that
age 2004 percentage of malemalo illit-
erates to male population of that
age 1826 percentagecr of female il-
literatesliterates to female population ofol01

that age 2187 in langulanguageagena rhildbald
can understand more than one
fifth of the entire population
nearly one fifth of cnreniesalesaies
and more ihanthan one the

ten yearsyeary old and over
can neither read nor write I1 ig-
norantnoran t foreignerforeigners aj you mayeasy
saygay no liet theqttruthru h hebe toldiatold if
it brings a blush only areaie
foreign bornbornandand 13 arearc na-
tives

flignorant blacks you may aydy
no another table shows that the
white illiteratesiteratesili are 0 andaud
the illiterates of that ngoage ofor all
other races docombined aare1re
n other words about 0 more

white illiterates than indians ne-
groes chineseChiniise and all combined

1 I surely missouri is not zoQ ladbadiad Ras
that average yyousou0u may say but
the tables show that our state lias
illiterates of that agengo of
whom only are foreign born
and are nativesiatives and of these
the colored illiterates aroare only
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you will arm tifa many of
these will not earpcarpcarr
macingabolher compilationc

1 to an-
swer this question we nindfind hat in
the united states there is14 a total
populationpopaiatlon twenty oforageage
and over of of thesethebe the
males are the femalesfemale

of these grownupgrown up per-
sons the illiterates arefare males

and these menlilen are voters
lawmakerslaw makers antianil rulerrulerss under our
constitutionaliiii and females

and these women are the mothers
and natural guardians overdvir the
young of the land in adlofI1

memenn
and women twenty one I1 yearssears of
age and overoven therethero are or
more than one fifth of the entire
adult to andano
write

thesethe ze are terrible figures to be
moreinore exact of the male adults
voters rememberremember there is a per

of 1715 and of ferfemalesnales a
per of 23052303 how can
these voters exercise suffragesumae under-
standinglystan or act with wisdom in
the use they make of the balbaiballotlotloi
how can these poor benighted wo-
men comprehend wifehood and
motherhood or interpret to their
lendertender offspring the mysteries that
nature ever a
mothermothers liag alonoaionoalone are there no
missionaries to spare for the 23052303
per cent of ainerArneramericanamerleanlearleaA mothers whopho
can neither read nor writeI1ea 1nearlyteirly
he fourth of them wetyetye herebere they

are right in the shadow of church
pirespire and college dome foiling
struggling many of them hunghunger-
ing

ll11r
for the comcomfortscomfortfortrort ofdf ilfelife anandd

gillieI1i 1 1e expensive missions cancad be
maintaineda 1 abroad therethero iais uaca
bentcent of money not an hosrofhouh 0 in

ruction and but precious few
Etind words to be had for these

ome heathenii whose ignorance
audandaddedegradationavd lower
off health and morals in the laud
HOW can an ignorantignbrant mother take
intelligent care of achilda child igiff it-aitalla
wonderiff0nd r that so many children
perish under ve jearsyears of age that
tendertonder period when intelligent
carepare skillshill and constant vigilavigilanceneeneb
bodo nott always obviate thosetho io

which send too ato
thoiho hot tears of grief down tbt pa
rental cheeky10 think how the hephelpbep
I1less little anmortals leans for its vely
life upon the maternal discretion
and solicitude to allialbutit iniii resisting
the assaults upon its frail existence
and with what dismay must itlt
iftaftft itsiti eyes for relief into thethu stolid
efacec 1 of a mothermolher who cannoucannot read
elthethota simplest rules for ita healthbeaith
andu preservation 1 jivok at itheitlie
tablestabi Qof mortality published jevery
week in the city taft large ma

of deaths are pj children
underunder five years of age thatehat s
childchildrenrenten who hayehave to lepelepo on
jhb earecare nouribourlnourish-
ment supplied outliersotliers
being too to carolil
ithemselvIseivi

I1 candidly believebelleve thatthai a majority
ofor these children would reach ma-
turity if they had wellweil informed
arldand careful mothersmd therb
turningreturningBe to the census ofdf 1818700

another tabletuble showsmows that out ofbf the
total population therethero
are unable to
hiinformationformation with 6others in other
words nearly one third of the en-
tiret arearo dumb with
I1ignorancegloran cc or imbecility and who
hhangang like a helpless burden liponupon
thetbe shoulder vof the other two
thirds true many of them are tod
youngtoun91 but the number of those
who arere too benighted toti telfel theirthein
ageag ttheirtheinheineln parentage their nativonative
places or religious bbeliefbelleftcief astounds
even the census taker

it may be tiresome to pursue
these tables further at present but
I1 cannat refrain from a glance atdt
some disclosures about turour own
state

esomexom the number of ofir schools
and their costlinesssa you maythmay lak
that no childthild idlit lg
norancenorahnoranceuce and yet there is cold cam
fort in idoicoi he official report the total
poppopulation of the state is 17299
of these theretherb areate frabl fiyo totd
twenty years old off thibthisits
number there are mmalesmaiesalessies
femalefemales out of theth0 idtref

of what may beambemmbeawbe called the
school going agey therothere Is ak oily
average attendance upon public
schools of IS private
2930 jnW hllall attending
2164 1

11
1ntqt attending any school

andalidiid there armare irre-
gulars wiloW attend adarid
somesometimestimestimeaxa dorldoridoriotdo notbotbt so that n this
tathe tatetatofa ofdf our pride andaad oeof bugutgudlt
boastedbo td schooln obi privileges thuthe om
cial stastatistics1 a declare thalthab evry
day oreoro children crelreare
inin ignorance49

talythanthauphu attending anyauy
seifselfschool

when we think of a
and criptripcrippledpledhied lives liailaliakusj of

majority of thetho children
of thetheStaastaldiNand howleehowlhe interns
ofdf the state itself must bufler in
consequence jooff thotue inferiority of0
average citizenship ahns produced
can we wonder that many ihbethought-
ful

ht
minds are leaning to the coconvic-

tion
vic

that improvident ignorant
avaricious and undutiful parents
should be compelled by law
cate their children if not from
choice and affection 11 as ati duty they
owe the state donoesdoes notnol the state
itself owe adueya duty to these children
if parents abandon their offspring
on the streets or leave them to
starve irlitt the fields shall they be
left to die no the law provides

1 how unfortunates may be
fed andund clothed

why should not the sasamemelmhu
mane spirit go further andI1nd declare
that wherewhelo the soul and the inantelteltei
leetorlectorleet of the child are abanababaabandoneddoned bby
its parents the state will gathengather irhinIrk
her children as a true and faithful
mother would fold cherif to herhen
breast and nourish their hainds
with wisdom and strength what
possible service couldbould the stafestate do
them that would awaken within
them deeper gratitude or imbue

with more bolty patriotism
there oughoughtt to be some waywiy pro-
vided to enlighten anduloand to save these
missouri children from jggrowingrowing upirp
into full grown heathen

and how is it with our adult
population we have in the state

illiterates twenty oneoueone earseara
oldeld and overove of themthese the vamaaleaalesaies
artarn 34 70 voters
tibialesemalesaies

caucan contributecon tribute their
thousands of dollars nannually to
teach adof
reutreatlandgilandaud drijewrite aandnd yet there uteureare

i Rand11dia total of 1i
I

illiterates over xenjen vearsyearsoldoldoid of 21I1J

ight here at homenyhome vrho0 nevereye
read a verse an thethc bible in1 theirr
lives enough toio makeia 0 a
cleathenlleathenheathen state and yetvet we are
constantly told thatour civilization
1I1 approaching absolute

10 us reyerbeyerttoncolonco more fromi our
hwiWU state to the gergeAgeneraleratetar ccriuso
14 the moral blemishes are aaq rore
louingvoltvojtluging ts the intellectual and theq
philosophy of the schools the ingeigie i

acuity of thetho lawmakerslaw makersmabers and fliealicth0
piety of atho church seem unable
byty their united efforts to remove

I1

the ke preach out of the grand to
imtal only arpare inin
auyinyauyany manner connected with
religious order or denominationmonaon
whatever

nowcowaddgaddladd the numberof thotile
wicwiewickedtd1 Iwho pan read to the num-
berber oktjeoj the ignignorantorant wilwho atoare unable
to do soothatatt 1isS add Ftogether ththe
irreligiousirreligious the iliill andaud those
wwhoho profess moromore piety ththanliliii itheeithe1
practise fa is your major-
ity apt go on and
ateatlandin adik jiV

lrearejust barely abirnhip to iread aad
write and mhd there put
making hlaanyy progress womWOOadda

toetoo number wenwin canean read J

andnd write wellweli aienoughough but dodonotdonots 1

earexert their I1knowledgecn i for anyany
to themselves or others thenther leofilcon
siderth hospital pa

the helpless tildthe
poor and is not the burnnurn f 7

berofberher of those whowilo are of auyany uselusei re
deuced until ayery y goad iadian
couconcounticountsnth r

i1 n
rherthe census showsshoys lne number orr

criminal Arestarreorre dj thuthfhethe unumbers
convictedconvictedthethe number 74
son laridandaA great m
concerning the prevAlenceof crimcycome
its causes ts 0tgo elwielbithap kij
est part of ther andalaalirmirn
other consequence I1 cannot asig
yousouqu to0o go me into ththee painfully
anddilli particulars I1 lu
merely hastybasty iancolanco Aat some j

of the conclusions I1 to
itirisesis es imater that there is ann

in of
6 in1 n support oforl climinacriminalsii ifr

juistju bt double for tobacco
and cigars for liquors

of ifwhichfilch 00 15

goes for tucthe direct support oftof
1

grog shops
weve call ourselves a people ofdf lilaw

arid order andarid debejetjeb3 ebeefe the agencies
employed seem inadequate to
jahe growth ofcrime creven tbabarhiuhid
rakjest autiand the criminals uriuzi 1

reredresseddressed aandrz d dbbunished N Dg9 I1

m iidzid 1

1inin horror 1
iniff mcw vorkyork thid murder of niNIL

vvanveaufean which took place years ngoago
t 0opposite0sllsli e hctho fifth avenue

motelnotelhotel pperemalemamailisluvs a maberyY to this
oayday and the magnimagnificentficent bibrownown
stone front residence in which it
occurred was so condemned asus a A

haunted house by
tion that3 last summer whwhen I1 was
there I1 sawsay wworkmen ieaipatearingimlig ritjita
down becabecauseuseuso no anewone wouldouid ineiwalNa
the fatal placei

t in Pphiladelphiahilhll the ransom orof a i

ailsprince failsfalls to rerescuecrecue little I1 charlie j
bassto0 bishis liarentsparents or to bringa
huntpuntpunishmentlimpet the menraen nywho stolestoietot ththo0
child

in a little bapy isi mar 7
dereddereck invla his own house at zoild t
elghjannrannijan d his nother dangerously 1

wounded outoust ofar vengeance forti
wrongs committed by othersTs 3hom JJ
the law has failed to reach and the
perpetrators aliall 70KO at arsearge

in massachusetts tight in bos
adir I1 supposed focca of gur civili-
zation child after child hasbus deeni
murderedinin a mannermannen so revolting
ly cruel that a fiend would look
awayawny and up to this nwe nobody
punishedpunipiledplied

allaai over the land the recorddoddofof
crime ists swelling and theihei peoplepeole 0t
good4 faith are insecure the mur- ymur- t30ered floater is anonymously burldburied
in the potters field while thothee handhaild
that slewsiew him remains mikunknown
tlethe assaassassinsain flfiresires into the I1bosom of
biahia victimpiplipin the light of 0openeileti
day with tleteatbe iticeburesure steady aimalm 0off
emolemotionalfonallonal insanity is rare
deuced to finnninnjej art the abcabsconding

loff with
bisbig plunder to folfoiforeignhelgn landsjano thetho
crafty fuifulfull handed bankrupt exults
in his temporary butiliiii wellweil
stoned retirement jerom aactiveatly tujui r
nessners and withkith serene satisfaction
placidly pities the deoppeoplee who
trustedrusta-d bling and attributes their
disaster to the they would

shtil be
waspas readsready C0 pay
tletiotietle wellweli dressed Reliop lifter pil

ferbfersersera aflfe countern where the ineniner
chant shebho as tao poliepolietk totp
exposed I1 drdi abo cowardlyw I1 ly accuse
herbei d0 iih h ao the climb ledelieae
teits datresdaares nnotnobitJ i yo r
bedrfear it will I1 ipa dio illslils tausiasboisi I1

ta W

trette darlngdazing runalrrural hiidiltahw1 I ditchesdippiai a
ladiaden with sal abent

and ll11
5

mail orbr the exexpresspres the
prize fifignier0 literilter has cipemp

1lvtaws ofbf
newspapernewsnewepapipaperer notornotorietylety be towed ty
an liim pockets ilililli
money 1 hisilI esieslhesitationtattationta anal
malits goadgood care nat aldild 6 too00
ttatiardby his

congressgrass legisla firoliro aldra veer
constitutionalC con utiulion0n buosuo11arer
ththe arekepresencecc of bribe learinglcaring iovioulov

ready to buy orror to sellseli n
theirkheir IninfamousAlmous abd thethi
firkefirsfins struggleruggleoj of gye
lawjaw is like that of tiliaili heryher

teartearing1119trig the calI1 of te romoniaromotiaus
serpentff frono about hiiliiL anukak tn au
landiland af ianlanegr
misdirected and chuan

kap
stranger dis besorebeloretodie
h the bohil thetho bunabunguilia

gropes inui street the
less gt haahan

dyrr onvi 64hardndrd
weary oftootlifeilpo ip sars 10 estrange9 1
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