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THE definition OF DESERET

WHEN the bill to change the time
honored name of the university of

deseret to the university of utah was
under discussion mr sargent of gar-
field made a strong plea against
the change in the course of his re-
marks which we are sure will be en
doraen by a very large majority of the
people he explained the meaning of
the word deseret next morning
the liberal organ attempted to ridi-
cule both him and hishia definition and
finished its diatribedial ribe iuin this way

the Garfield man got oftoff the old cheat
nut about DesedesereaDe reV meaning honey bee
an absurdity altogether for by no possi-
bility could the word mean anything of
the sort deseret Isia little desert only
that and nothing more

next morning mr utter the elo
quent unitarian minister addressed
the annexedaint aed communication to the
tribune

editor tribune in your issue of this
morning I1 read the garfield man got
off the old chestnut about deseret
meaning honey bee des-
eret I1in littlelitle desert only that and noth-
ing more As this word is not found
in any dictionary in any language opin-
ionon may differ as to how its meaning

be dedetermined the structure of
the word it elf leads many to10 the conclu-
sionsio nhathat it is a diminutive of desert 11

and yeve nowhere else except in utah has
such a diminutive been formed or used
who should know the meaning of a word
be1 terPI likinban he who used it first now
t he fi rtrttt use of this word is in the book
1 If mormon ether chapter 1 where it
i kind to mean a honey bee ththeelanlan
fiuu igeQ in which the word isin said tto0 have
tha iteming is the original ianlanguageaage of
mmanin the dunecunfounded speech ofof adam
and noah and inthisif chis record iiss to be re
i4 dived as true we have in the word
deseretDe the of that

primitive human language As I1 susup-
pose myself to be the only man in methe
city who has read the entire book of
mormon this winter I1 venture to write
this DAVID

the tribune made an awkward at-
tempt at reply assumed philological
aairsI1 and said it isais a fantastic idea to
go to abe book of mormon on a ques-
tion of philology

this morning mr utter came back
at the philological sophist and utterly
demolished his g effort to be-
little the book and his awkward as-
sumptionou of learning as follows
editor tribunen abune

it may be true as youyon saymay that the

man who said that deseret meant by in-
terpretationterp the honey bee was ignorant
of the fact that words and syllables have
real meanings that are not changed by
combining them betitbut it is also true that
usage is the final auauthoritythorit as to the

nina of all words the arstfirst use of
the word deseret was in the book of
Mormonand the only other use the word
has ever been put to has been as a name
here in utah it probably was never
used to mean little desert by any writer
of english or any other language

it is true that we have many dimina
tives ending in ot as the following pel-
let palette roulette parquet
cigarette sachet parquet statuette eti-
quette

ed-
etteette coquette roquetparoquetpa quartette

mostoat of these retain something of tile
meaning of littleness though some
through usage have lost it I1 believe
they are without exception from the
french and have been adopted or bor-
rowed for use in english in burlanour lan-
guage we do not make diminutives with
the syllable et we use instead kin as in
lambkin or ling as in gosling

it might be foolish as a gengeneralleral thing
to go to the book of Morymormontion to settle a
question of philology but when we say
that yazoo river means river of death
or that Manitobeh means voice of gigod
manitouManitou we gototo more ignorant people

than joseph smith for our aauthorityuth 0rhyL
they used these words to mean a certain
thing we use them as names but if
their meaning is asked we do not split
them up into syllables and call in a phil-
ologist0 we simply ask what they meant
tto0 those who used them first I1 think we
should do the dafnesame with the word deveret
or else take the bee hive off of our sealbeai
and not use the name at all the folly
of supposinggup posing that such and such syllables
must have a certain meaning appears if
we try to make olivet mean little olive
or in similar fashion to dissect minaret
trumpet parapet market or bucket
these words happen not to be french
diminutives and as usage has deter-
mined they have no sense of smallness
in their meaning

I1 so after all the gentleman from gar-
fieldae hadbad the right to his question and to
answer otherwise is to strive for victory
rather than truth ay

DAVID UTTER
the response to this Is a lot of round-

about and rambling sentences and a
a jeerkjeer at mr utter and urmr sargent
here la one sentence that is measurably
clear

to gotget at the true meaning of such
words as we take in the language vftake them from is philology to affaaffiaffix
to them foreign and irrelevant de-
finitions would be to do whitwhal smith did
in this case with a word of our own
tongue and would not torlor a moment be
tolerated among critics of language

but the aulsubsequentsequent sentence Isin a
bumble that the philologist himself
could not make sense of

butdibut here is no question of a syllable
but of a complete word taken and applied
in a way utterly foreign to its meaning
and the word made its definer also has no
such roots in any language

now the translator of the book
of mormon did not take a word
of our own tongue0 and afflic
to it a foreign or irrelevant defi-
nition there is no such word
ataft deseretDe in our own tongue nor
if we take off the 4 syllable J which the
tribune says joseph smith added will
the remainder deseabe recognized as

a word in our own tongue PP neither
udbuo armr smith attempt to give a

altion 1 1 either relevant or irrelevant
he gave the translation of a word thaltha
I1isa nt in our own tongue if the
wonderful philologist of the tribune
cannot perceive the difference we are
afraid he needs education in common
Englenglishsh and ought to come down to
first principles before hebe essays a flight
to the higher regions of philology

to make the word he attempts to
distort mean a little desert pa as he so
sumptuously asserts it would have to
be changed to even that
would be a philological coinage that
would scarcely pass for genuinegenuina in
an attempt to assume the role of a
learned critic he only plays the dog
matist ana in his encounter with mr
utter he has become involved in a tan-
gle of words which serve to show that
hebe Is at the mercy of a superior antano

and is too little minded to ac-
knowledgeknocledge bhisis utter defeat

DONT LET IT DIE

THE vote on the liquor bill in the
council on monday neither killed it
nor passed it seven votes are required
to pass any legislation in that bod yand
only sixeix voted aye the bill is to
be discussed again we hope it will
pass but it should receive one amend-
ment at least the sale of intoxicantsIntoxicanti
should be prohibitedprohibitedinin any place comm
municating with a theatre dance
housebouse variety show or other such
place of amusement and power should
be given to county courts and Clitycity
councils to revoke a license held by
the saloon keeper or amusement pro
krietoretor or both when such
cation tois found to be established

the evievilsa airlarisingsing from the connection
between saloons and places of enter-
tainment

1

tainment need not be dwelt upon
they are known and universally con
downed by the promoters off peace and
good order also the attachmentsattach menta
called wine rooms 01 wherein females
of loose character congregate and lure
foolish men to drunkenness and sleln
ought to be suppressed by law

an amendment was introduced to
the bill on monday which was intend
ed for a good purpose but it waswag sobe
framed that it caused loft to the
bill that perhaps would not have been
aroused but for that reason it was to
forbid the granting of a liquor license
to any establishment except a hotel
within a hundred feet of a theatre
variety show etc the objection to
this is that a saloon might be kept in
all respects under the provisions of the
law and therefore be without legallega
objections and yet if a show house
should be opened withinwiehl a hundhundred
feet of it no license could be thereafter
obtained


