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the same business principles as a great
Y

manufacturing establishestablishmentmeat all ex
benses are cut down to the lowest
notch and capitalists watch the moneybonev
they put into mines just as they do their
investments in other businesses

they do not hesitate to spend a great
deal to bring about results I1 visited a
tunnel the other day that was being
driben into the side oiof a mountain in
order to strike the gold veins which are
susupposed to lie there

every foot otof the tunnel would cost at
least 2020 and it was to be more than a
mile inin length the company expected
to spend more than rooooo inin making
thene tunnel and they were drilling
through the rock by steam forcing the
drills into the granite by means of corn
pressed air in company with one of
the men I1 entered the tunnel we eaeachch
carried a candle but we had to shield it
with our hands for the water came down
itiin torrents from the roof of the tunnel
and was carried off in a drain or box
like ditch which ran under the car
track the men who were working in
the tunnel wore waterproofs otof white
rubber and their rubber boots reached
to their thighs we waded along the
track for a distance of nearly hallhalf a mile
before we came to the end of the exca-
vation here the men were blasting
down the rock by means of dynamite
each man bad a candle held in a curious
wire frame and stuck into the rock by
hisbis side each man had hold of a drill

4 attached to a pipe through which the
compressed air came which turned it
around and around with almost incon-
ceivableceiteivable speed the men held their
drills against the rocks and as they did
so the sparks flew from the stonestine and
atom by atom the drills bored me greart at
holes into which the dynamite candles
were to be placed before coming into
the tunnel I1 had visited the dynamite
warehouse it was merely a closet
filled with what looked like candles
each candle was as big around as a
broom handle andaind about ten inches
long and each contained enough dyna-
mite I1 was told to blow down any city
house the drills were olof about the
same diatdiameterheter as the candles and after
the holes were made by them the can-
dles were inserted and pounded in I1
noticed that the pounding was very gen-
tle A too hard knock might set off the
nitroglycerinenitro glycerine and blow the men to
atoms

A gentle tap however will not hurt
and the dynamite candles are driven in

ito10 the holesboles a fuse is connected with
them and the remainder of the hole is
closed with earth fitting in about the
wefuse and being carefully pounded or
pressed against the candle allail of the

1 holes are filled at the same time andhit then connected by electricity now the
menwen leave the mine the engiengineer in
jhbehte boiler room a half mile away raises
a lever the sparks of electricity fly and
a mmoment later hundreds otof tons ofat rocrockk
fall to the ground ready to be carried oftoff
in great steel cars and dumped down
thithe sides of the mountains nearly all
mining is now done by blasting there
is little digging with a pick except to
take out the rock which has been
blasted down and every manner of la-
bor saving appliance that will cut down
expenses or increase the output is used

standing on the dump of the maid of
erin you get a good view of leadville
lt lies in a nest in the and it isis
surrounded by some otat the most

esque scenery of the united states im-
agine an amphitheater the walls of
which are snow capped mountains and
in one side of the arena there is a mass
of dust colored houses let there be
buildings ofat red and yellow brick joglog
cabins covered with dust wooden shan-
ties and comfortable homes all dusted
with yellow put mountains of broken
rock here and there through it and let
immense frame buildings which mark
the sites otof smeltersshelterssm elters show out below it
and you have a faint idea of the city of
leadville as it looks today it is a city
of schools and churches a city of wealth
and manufactures a town otof gold and
silver and lead it concontainstaing about
people but it does more business than a
town of three times the size in the east
it is the highest town of its size in the
united states situated more than two
miles above the sea it is otof all our towns
the nearest heaven but of all our towns
it smells the most like h

there are parts of it which are alive
with brimstone and when you drive in
the direction oiof the smeltersshelterssmelters you have to
cover your nostrils and mouth with your
handkerchief in order to be able to
breathe the brimstone comes from the
sulphur in the ore which is liberated by
the intense heat otof the smeltingsmellingsmelting fur-
naces mixed with this smell is the
dust which when the wind blows fills
all parts of the city the gold and sil-
ver ore is hauled to the smeltersshelterssmelters through
the streets in enormous wagons each of
which is drawn by four horses there
is an almost continual procession of
these wagons going through from ddayay
light until dark and the precious dirt
underfootunder toot iiss groundaund to powder it con-
tains silver andargold it is said but silver
oust and gold dust are no better lorfor
breathing today than gold was for eating
in the days when everything that king
midas touched turned straightwayhway into
the yellow metal

speaking of gold dust placer mining
isistill done near leadville this has
been one otof the greatest placer mininmining9
camps of the world california gulch
which lies just below leadville has pro-
duced the enorenormousmotis amount of

worth of gold this was the great
gold mining camp of 1859 and 18601860
when the words pikes peak or bust
should have been california gulch or
bust J the work was then done in old
pans or rocking cradles and the stories
of the gold nuggets and the gold dust
found were carried all over the world
two million and a half dollars worth otof
gold were taken out of this gulch in
1860 the men who panned it noted
that there was a heavy black sand
mixed with the gold but they did not
realize that this sand was carbonate otof
lead until years atterafterwards when it was
discovered that the lead was rich with
silver and the mining began which made
leadville one of the greatest silver
camps of the world one otof the arst
big silver mines opened was discovered
by ithethe gallagher brothers two poor
irishmen and another was opened by
fryer from whom fryer hill one oroi the
most famous mining districts here was
named fryer lived in a squatty little
cabin on the side of this hill and he was
looked upon by hisbis neighbors as utterly
worthless and good for nothing

one day he went into the ppinestes back
of hisbis cabin and dug a hole he struck
ore almost at the grass roots and
opened up a mine which yielded more
than a million dollars

another famous mine was knowngnoun
the dead mans claim and thetheasa J
who acted as a grave digger on acara

itcan
tain occasion became its owner beir

Lwell known miner had died and ktehisfriends who wanted to give hirnhim a goode
send off into the other world hired Aman to dig his grave lorfor 20 it Wwac W
the midst of the winter there were

as im
ten feet of snow on the ground and ehtegrave had to go six feet below that inorder to keep the deceased proper cott sa

until the grave was dug he 1W Awaalaid away in the snow for the timediw 1 I
nothing was heard of the gravegrave diggerdio

I1

for three days and then the boys wishing to carry out the remainder of th 1
funeraltu went out to see hihimm theyfound him digging awayaway with all hismight but they found also that he hadhaa sput up the stakes and gone through therceremonies which gave himbin a
claim to all the land about the travel
in going down into the earth he

graval
hhadfyN

struck pay ore and the rock which hanlWgot out was worth about 6060 a ton
mourners at once staked out claims aisjoining his and the deceased was assad
gotten he remained in the snow bauntil the spring sun thawed him onta
when he was awarded an ordinordinS0
burial in another part olof the camp 3

an idea seems to prevail that ththee silver mines are doing nothing thisthi5 SH
not true there are many silver minji
which runran so rich that they arearearworked with a profit and if silver shoshousuiil c

again touch par with gold our silsilas
product would be enormous baiMininiphas never been done so carefulcarefullyy aday and science has never donemuch to make the production goa

of oolaand silver cheap take the crecreede
and

which has made ecamp so inamanyny lineawnrick creede was a poor prospector
when he discovered the holy moseswhich in 1892 netted more than 0one anata

half million dollarsone creedecreedessoldatd titfor ioooo he made other strikesstrike andshe has now an income of a thothoudollars a day still he tramped tthe 1
mountains for twenty years before hefaemade his big strike and he was fifty betorelore he became a millionaire he maddtmadabulk of histhe fortune out of abethamethyst and other ninesmines and tateafa i

great receipts of the holy mosesblose went
to dave moffat and his partners Aman named was K

through the mountains about creede onanone otof these little donkeys known aftburros he had another burro to caay
his pick and prospecting tools haM
was a grub that is some man h
furnished him tootoolss aandnd grocgrocerieseri for acertain time with the understanding thathla
the capitalist should have half ot
he discovered one night when

campcampededbisbis burros strayed a 1 l
and he spent days in finding t 1

when he did find them he looked at the
rocks upon which they were stanstanding
and saw that they contained silver ittelocated on that spot what is known cufr
the last chance mine which paid

in dividends from its surface
production and which has produced for-
tunes near this mine creede nowanow
partner of moffat ddiscoveredsc the

amethyst mine which in 1892 pro-
duced worth of silver and
which is now capitalized at 5 aloo ll11i
this mine now belongs to senator wol-
cottco tt and others it is very rich I1

not far iromfrom leadville is the gaft
mining camp known as aspen it iaiais in
pitkin county out oi which has ba


