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THE OLD FPOLKS’ EXCURSION,
1881.

T » annual excursion of theOld Folks
on Kishop Edward Hunter’s birth-
day is always successful. It grows
in magnitude with each succeeding
year. The number of aged people
who pass away to thelr rest is much
Jess than the number who advanes
to three-score-and-ten, which’ en-
titles them to a free pass for the day,
80 the ranks grow with time and the
veterans increase with the years.
On Wednesday, June 22nd, thirteen
cars were needed at the Utah Cen-
tral Depot to accommeodste. the ex-
cursionists on their trip to Ogden
City. A few minutes after the ap-
poluted time, 7.45, the train atarted,
gally decorated with flags, the stars
aud stripes showing prominently on
the engine and tender. A limited
number of guesta was laken on
board at each of the stations on the
WaYy.

It was genuine pleasure to look at
and converse with the aged people,
who had been carefully conveyed
from their homes to the ecars, and
were comfortably sealed, enjoying
the lovely morning,the fresh, balmy
air,the verdant Jandacape, the grand
and varled scenery and the feeling
of exhlliration occasioned =as the
train moved steadily but swiftly
northward. The okl folks were all
respectably attired, and in good
health, exhibiting plain evidences
that they were well cared for, and
that grim Want had no place in
their homes and Jives, They were
as gay and happy as children. Rem-
iniscences of bygone events, some of
a very remole period, figured in the
conversation, and dear old friends
met each other with genuine aflec-
tion made strong by assccistions In
hours of trial. Nauvoo and Missou-
rl, “the times which tried mens

souls,” the early days of the coun-

try’s history, and many events—the | perj

recounting of which seemed like
echoes of the past, soul be heard of
as the visitor moved from car to car,
and mingled with the whibe-baire
veterans and spectacled matlrons
who had passed through scenes that
none but heroes and hergines coukl

survive.

Presidents Johm Taylor, Geerge
Q. Cannon and Wilford Woedrullt

W. Hardy, of the Church suthowi-

ties, were with the party, vhklf,%

however, was not confined to any
soclety, sect, party or race, but was
made up without regard to sny dis
tinctions of that charaster, every
one freely participating in the en-
Joyments of the occasion, with no
“middle walls of partition,” or
boundary lines of faith or apinion.

Inspection and inquiry éleited Lhe
fact that there were thres genile-
men and onelady on the train over
90 years of age, fiflky persons over B0
and under 90, and two hundred and

eighty-five between 70 and 80. Be-{

sides these, there were & large num-
ber just under 70 years of age, will
a sprinkling of younger people In
charge of the feeble. The whole
company on the teain by actual)
count was 610, but a few might
have escaped the census, so0 {
traveling parly was reckoned -t’
850.
To each person over 90 years off
age a silver medal was given on the
way. Brother George Goddand ask-
ed them in turn to stand wpon their
feet, also all who were In the cars,
with uncovered hesds, Th
ribbon sttached to the :
was them placed over  the
was awarded, accompanied by »
hearty blessing pronounced by Bro,
Goddard. The reciplents were deep:
Iy afected, the tenrs s h’m
thelr eyes and running h
‘aged faces, while the &p
deop om:

Those who received the mqm
John Wilson, (“Falber Wiiditig®) of

‘Liveaage of the 1 ard, 9
and Wm, mﬂ!ﬂ. M.:_ _'.l'd, ?
Moary Bishop, 14th , 01,
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£ s
am preparations for axcur-
dn::l. _Stoves were heated, tables
laid, provisions in immense abun-
dance spread_ for the company, and
soon, under the pmtlh:;la, the
‘plenty for sil comers, in rich proft
sion and great variety. Hen. Lorin
Farr, proprietor of the grove, § M-
ber of Bishops from different settle-

lo .
' th

Counties, and g bevy “of young girls
of Oudt:’tnw?ﬁu ‘réady 10 make
things comfortable for the visilors,
The train had brought in a large
company. from City and
Willard, while teams froue’ ail the
Weber County selllements couvey-
ed additions]l instalments to the
gathering., Over five thoasant pery

It was a grand and impressive sight,

intoxication, {ll-hdndor or discentent
was specially noticeable and pleasing.

After the plenic the company
assembled around a large stand that
had been erected and were called to,
order by Bro. C. R.Bavage. Fosters
choir sang the anthem “Come lot
us go up to the mountain of the

Lord,” composed by Bro, E, Stevens

of Willard, a rising young musical
geulus. If is a very fine effort aud
was beautlifully rendered.

President Wilford Woodruff follow-
ed with prayér.

Then came mu
Brass Band. 5

Fresident D. H. Pesry came fur-
ward and sald:

On bélidlf of the people: of 'Weber
County we welcome you all to Og
den. 1 thank Preaident .m.
Bish ‘Hunter and the -
with them for their presenceand all
who Have come to sece us and have
contribuled to the enjovment of the

. There are few here who will
ever live to see what they now be
hold, such honor toa man like
Bishop unter.
who were born in 1793 are living
who gould obtain such respect as is
now to him. He lived undet
the administration of General Wash
Ington,and out of twentiy-four Presi
dents g his Man‘:l‘ hbu;l thres
hm?..dw e lives to
beh Lhmh.l!iv and is honou-
ed by his ds. I thank you all
for hospitality shown to our visit-

and ho
enjoy the b
w.

sle from the Og-:leu

you may live long lu
g8 of peace and pros-

Bishop Edward Hunter
called upon, sald:
! “] do not nntull:nlw considered

more one

. hy are we here? w.'i]
ifive or six years ago
and others called on me abbut an
exoursion for the benefit of the ol

R s =2 o i

being

i

for m trip. Our

d IWE saw. Itis sald
and mw mli“t,\-
: 5
This was quality; a fine atfalr, We
have kept this up every vear. W.
should the aged is r
and ' I can oall back ‘
scenes.of many years: 1 bope I haywe
been ir 'e to my Gedand my coun
try. “The best thing of all ia thai ]
met with this blest ppople, who are
m;monh&m. I recollect the
me when gton was Luried.
Fm but a small boy, but I felt the
loom that was on Je. Mj
ther and my sister told me aboul
bim, the father of bur country. |
lsarned Constitution

; fo love
worship

mab e

tion'of thelr own ani
ndependence,
brothers.

fines
of

the Declaration 1
which h:lh lﬂugml a8

‘L :

L?l:l;ﬁ:lly and mdu[dhmv bonora
iaws of

“the!

. T learned many |

never cawe to anf un
about God and His I8

[ met with ' I belleved

thils .
there was & wb':l’:‘L Enew .mlj

b

how to im. I met with'
the. ¢t Joseph Smith, and told
himt this, and he was the fi ever
met wh id ‘give me light. Flkept

the law of the land, but was not In

acoused of tréason. What for? I

agsinst thou could
;Fiw. t:f:hh:&::lm ¢ J]

nmi ?hm work an
mem t’o m?'ml
Wo'?m g the Wc.
have greater could
sak for. his reception; 1t Is far
more than we cou

tracks was iﬁ
ing
a-:m s

wi

ments of Weber and Box Ilder}

sons were assembled in the Grove. ||

and the entire absence of rowdyiem, |.

Few meny

t. One of the |

5

Nauvoo eighteen months till [ was |

i : broke no law. Yet there was enmi |
meck of the velsran (o whom it | &y

You have made & noble record,
Where the name of Edward Honter,’ '
Many “hearts and bomes" hold dear.
You bave reached a mark of hator,
You require no soulptured marble,
The following verses were' Som-~
posed by one of the old folks, a lady
too retiring to have her name meu-
tioned as the author:
All hail to Pather Hunter,
Whose birth we celebrate,
His wseful life has been prolongred
To the age of elghty-sight.
The good book says, the age of man
Is three-score years nd ton,
If he attaans to four-poore yoesus
His days are grief and palo.
We rejoice tomeet our President,
And all the brethren heve,
We know they come tb bless ua,
And give us words of choer.
May the spirit of Elfjah’s God,
Rest mightily on them,
That they may stand as saviors
Among the sons of men.

We're giad to meet ocur aged frionds,
Within this akady grove,

We hope to spend the day with them
In harmony and love,

Gray bairs & crown of glory are,
If found in wisdom's ways,
Ohb, Father! bless each hoary head,
And lengthen out thelr days.

We thank our friends and brethron
Who brought us to this place,
Where wo can join in song or
quh\v’:lmm
We have loft our aches and pains behind,
Rheamatios all forgot,

And we thank the God of Joseph
For this our happy lot.

Toour kind friends of Ogden
We bave a word to say,

We will return, with interest,
The favors of to-day;

The project soon will be a bidzs,
Which now s but & spark,’

We hope ere long to weloome you
In Salt Lake City Park.

Threo cheors for Father Hunter,
Whose birth we calebrats, '
We falp would keep him with us
TN be s ninety-cight. L

£

St11l Tongthen ont our

Goddard, C, R. Savage, Wi. Ed-

Hunter, with 1 have been
man of in i and {altﬁfjlfl.h.
and-we delight lo hgtor bim.. | am
s B e s A
whom I have bunzmﬂhtmt a

King of the Jows,” and recelved a

'ﬂﬂ“:ﬁ.‘ —
By supernal beams of knowledge, s
Fternal Source of Good. - Adnuiibefof cilles, pRragly, dress
?&u-&mum Rl people.
T T R i 4 A R 20
- = to the of Ogden for the
Freely to (he Propbet's need. - . oy - yptvieh | $h
When unballows’!’ 1 1| they, had meeeived the old folks. Shie
thelr kifidness |
well nexf yeat, when theit :

Jed h‘\li-mmm”;* 1 M ' i --

A0, T , x,  City. Office, i
 You have bicssed the lomely widow— | He "pitaye %mﬁ bl | Sall City, June 23d, 1881,
b st et e b |t mbndend .00 | €8 .-

I ’mﬁm: m_

Y- ey -y ‘|ter cholr sang“Auld Lang Syne”| 779 OF LETTERS
When officlally prediding, ' [by Prest. Geo, Q, Cs
You decide in rightecusness.

_ber, of vehigles and the dust in
the lane, which wsa unaveidable,
and all belng safely pisced on board,
jat 5,15 the frain started on ‘the re-
turn trip, On the way refreshménts,
music, eto., helped to while away,

delay becluse ‘of the Jarge num-|

the tfme, and all arrived safely

The committes are deserving of
high ecommwendsation. They are
Bishop Edward Hunfer,

dm’ ‘W Nﬂlﬂ, W, L. Bin-
der and Jobm Kirlunan. They
planned everything sdmirably and
sucoeeded as usual, perfectly., Bro.

continually on the alert, and full of
lifa and kindness, and Bro. Goddard

' The only sccident that bappehed.
was at the Grove, whenBro. A .Bmith,
a member of the choir, a young man

.} of the 7th Ward, badly sprained his

snkle. Everything else passed off
sgreeably, and without a Jar, a
jangle or a complaint. ;

' Ged bless theold people, and may
{ the rest of ‘their days be as pleasant
as that of“which they passed the
exoursjo in; their honor in the year
of grace mighteen hundred and
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