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alki what is tithing tithing

intone senssellsemay be said to bobe to thetho
church andwad kingdom of god what
taxation is to the kingdoms and
governments of the earth generally

a source of revenue by which
tidytheythet are sustained financially
nutbut tithing as revealed to the lat
ter disday saints is the same as has
always existed with the people of
abd when they have kept his
whole law in other words it is the
law of the gospel or kingdom has
for its object a far higher aim than

the raising of revenue with
which to pay the current expenses
of governmentgovern men t and when this law

and honestly kept the
great and important resultsresultFi prom-
ised in the word of god will accrue
edthe keeperheeper both herehero and here-
after

bu t before wowe proceed further let
u carefully examine the law itself
the book of doctrine and cove-
nants papagepad6 section para
graph 1 readsleads verilyeerilyVerilylly thus saith
thothe lord I1 require all their surplus
property to be put into the hands of
the bishop of my church of zion
forfbi the building of mine hhouse andand
fofor the aanlaying1 the foundation ofKzionn andhorand for the priestpriesthoodhood and
fortheforfon the debts of the presidency of
my church and this shall be the
beginning of the tithing of my
peopleeople and after that those whoeaveikiye been thus tithed shall pay one

of all their interest annually
andaud this shallshail be a standing law
unto them for ever for my holy
priesthood saitheaith the lord this
lawhdm applappiapplieslestoto all the stakes of
zion as is set forth in the next pa-
ragraph of the same section the
wwordPrd surplus I1 construe to mean
one ttenth of all the property
money or other things of value
popossessedessed by the person or people to

tillsthis law is given and that
inhi kind Usas nearly as vosyospossiblesiblesibie then
one tenth of all their interest an-
nually in this connection the
word interest is sometimes constru-
ed by different persons to mean in-
comecoine or increase but all of these
terms when applied as above are
nearly synonymous hence we find
that tithing is simply one tenth of
what a person possesses when hebe
cadmescomes to zion then one benthtenth of
what he produces annually or in
other words one tenth of his time
orthe availsavalis thereof together with
one tenth orof the increase on the
nine tenths ret lined as a steward-
ship in the start and so OB from
cearto year this is plain simple
audand easy to be understood if a per-
son is honest and desires to under-
stand but this is a law of god
andalid we are informed in the scrip-
tures that no man can understand
thetho things of god but by the spirit
of god hence by the spirit of
man naturally of the world it can-
notnod be understood in its true sense
though by mamann possessing thespirit
bychichby which the law was given it is
easy and plain

inthein the course of my exexperienceperlenperienreelee
for several years past in the practi-
cal ivworking of the law of tithetithing
I1 have met many persons who en-
deavoreddeavored to dragindrag in the thousand
and one circumstances under which
individuals may happen to be labor-
ing as though they in some way
modimodifiednnedfled or affected the intent of
the law itself As for instance a
man may sow and not reap in con-
sequence of drouth or insects Is
he for the time occupied
in putting in his crop of course
not it beingbing an act of providence
over which he hadbad no control but
suppose he should idle away his
time during a lisoilce period and make
nothing would he be yes
ond tenth of the time he so adleaidled
away must be paid in honest labor
or he does not keep the law an-
other man says 1I worked all the
year and just came out even sup-
porting my family and consequent-
ly I1 have nothing to pay but
my dear friend the law of tithing
ciulrequiresres you to pay one tenth of
your time or its equivalent as you
pass alonaionalong through the year and
your current expenses must come
out of the nine tenths and if that
is insufficient for the comfortable
maintainance of your family you
ure entitled to call on the bishop or
lords storehouse keeper for the
balance else the law of tithing is
not honored inin your case says
another man 1I have been mer-
chandisingchchanchaudising this year I1 started
with 1000 capital and I1 have
made 20002 so that I1 have now

after paying all expences
including that of my family which
family pencesexpensesex I1 estimate at
consequently I1 want to pay tithing
on 1500 which will be

but saysgays the bishop I1 inasmuch
as the lord did not say anything
about paying a portion of your
family ex pences out of the one
tenth which should go into his
storehouseAO your tithing will be 5030
more making instead of
to go into the lords storehouse for
the purposes above mentioned
I1 might write sheet after sheet in
enumerating the various ways in
which people endeavor to under-
stand or rather to misunderstand
a law when fulling to come quite
Uup tto0 ititss requirements but all
these shortcomingsshortcoming8 have nothing
to do with the law itself and when
broughtbrought in as an argument tpto jus-
tify ones seifself in not keeping tilethe
law simply serve to confuse the
mind and blunt tho understanding
ofdf the person seeking to satisfy
himself in kkeepingcepi ngaa part instead
of the whole law

the following extract from the
amilyfamily Jlheralderald entitled taxes
and tithes which may bo found
in the fourteenth vol of the mil-
lennial star page will illus-
trate my views on the subject from
a financial stand point

the ancient system of taxation
was merely the simple tithe both
greeks and romans paid tithes the
ancient babylonians paid tithes
they are mentioned even in the
book of genesis as being paid by
the patriarch abraham to the king
priest of jerusalem and in fact they
were the most ancient mode orof
levying tribute when the israel-
ites desired a king in orderonder that
they might be like other nations
they were told by samuel that they
must then pay tithes to their king
he will take the tenth of your

seed and of your vineyards and he
will take the tenth of your sheepsheer
but they were content to do this
and well they might for in so do-
ing they would pay no moremere taxes
in proportion to income than are
now paid by thetho people ofengland
over and above the tithes of the
church had wevve a power in this
country equal to the task of collect-
ing a tittithe we should all be gain-
ers by it not in money alone the
most paltry of all political consid-
erationserat ions inin reality although gener-
ally regarded as the all important
but in morality aniand int
for we should put an engforend for ever to
all that rabble agitation and hus-
tings oratory which profane the
character of our constitution and
anisearise exclusively but of the modern
system ofindirect taxation or taxesaxes
antheon the articles of trade and com-
merce

the israelites weree required
merely to bring11 or sendmend their tithes
into the lords treasury atvasjt was
made an act of conscience with
them but they did not obey this
commandment any more than the
rest and they suffered for their
disobedience and allull nationnations have
stiffsufferedered in a similar manner for
the governments finding that con

1 science was too weak to make an
equitable division of income into
ten parts and surrender one were
compelled to resort to other means
of enforcing those payments which
were indispensable fofor thetheirirownown
existence andund thus originated all
thatthai petty interference with com-
mercial transactions which consti-
tutes a species of financial inquisi-
tion and the main source orof all
public revenue in modern civilise
tionlion

men thus punish themselves by
their habits in

rial taxation results entirely
from want of confidence in the
honesty of the people were a
mans word initt all such transactions
to be relied upon taxation might be
abandoned at once throughthroughouttutiut all
christendom and governments
feel stronger and every man hap-
pier and even richer for the
change those only accepted
who are the agents of the
system and to whom corrup-
tion may be said to be an ininherit-
ance

heritherlt
take the case of a laborer

who earns twelve shillings a weekweel 11

says irfr allsonalison in a pamphlet on
universal free trade at present
he pays fully one BIshillinglilling and six-
pence a week of taxes in purchase
of tea sugar beer spirits tobacco
ac but supposing as mr alison
proposes the revenue were raised
on the old principalpl mrtr less than a
tithe would suffice raise the full

i amount of the present national in-
come and one shilling a week out
of this laborerlaborers twelve would be uliall
that was requisite he then
have tea audand sugar beer aniland tobatobacco
and everything else ntatheltheiranatnit

ural price without a farthing of im-
post laid upon them by custom or
excise instead of a tithe or teuten
per cent Mr AllsonAHson calculates that
eight per cent is at prepresentserit sunnisunil
clentanoclencientand this would yearly dimin-
ish with the increase of population
and the national income

chatanwhat an immense amount of
roguery and low intrigue and cun-
ning this would destroy in one
daylday how freely and purely all
men would then reathebreatheTo it would
be like a restoration of health to an
infected atmosphere and what a
splendid change would come over
the spirit of politics which seems
now to have descended to the area
the kitchen of political economy
and consists of nothing but statisti-
cal strife about financial affairs

A goveranent ought never to be
straightened ours always is its
allowance is doled out like the al-
lowance of an abigail wife by a
nabal orof an husband evey item
of the bill is surrendered with a
grudge and so habituated has the
government become to tillsthis treat-
ment that it plays the niggard to
please the nabal and gets anything
but thanks for the economy it pur-
sues thus the caffre war which
costs the country more than the
throne per annum is said to be pro-
longed by the parsimoniousparmi ssupplyupply
of the means of concluding it

hence it follows that our govern-
ment does so little for the nationnatibilhll
it has nothing to spare it never
had it lives itself by niggling
and haggling by gathering pence
and halfpencehalfpence in beer shops and
grocers shops and watching the
people as they provide themselves
at market with necessaries and lux-
uries and seizing a portion of the
price that they pay and such a ilfelife
by no means chivalrous honorable
or exalted 1is not calculated to gahgen-
erate feelings or tota cultivate prin-
ciples of an elevated nature A
statesmanhmana lore consists of statistics
of soap and candles grease and tal-
low beans and bacon butter and
cheese tea and sugar coffee and
cocoa and the art of screwing the
largest amount out of the prices of
each and when he knows thisthia bet-
ter than any other man he is the
greatest man of the age and fit to be
a first lord of the treasury or
chancellor of the exchequer to
carry the ba- ebag eitherither in the lords
ortheor the Comcommonsloiis the church makes
peter the greatest of the twelve but
he ahowhonho carries the bag is the man
for the state

all this results from the system
of taxation and must ever bebetherethere
sult of it taxation must be digni-
fied to produce dignified results the
tree will even be known by its fruit

andandaa bad tree will never prod use
a fruit that is good but hhaw w can
the systemys be changed Howenhow coulduld
a tithe be collected from the people
without inquisitorial interference
with their private affairs even
more offensive and prejudicial to
morals than the worst that charac
derises the present system that
we cannot say we are not prepar-
ed to recommend the chanehanchangechangelogetogeloto any
government we are merely treat-
ing of the principle we believe
that the conscience of the people is
not sufficiently healthy for a system
of direct taxation which could
never produce its best fruit unless
it voluntarily paid witwithlithethe
most scrupulous precision there
are thousands that would pay it
thus perhaps millions but there
are many that would not pay 1it
and thethese many would robroh and cor-
rupt all the rest a little leaven
leavensleavena thewhole lump the pretpres-
ent system is by far the best system
for dishonest people for it compels
them to pay voluntarily and this
is just what conscience itself would
do if they had a conscience there
is only this difference that con-
science would be cheaper than no
conscience and instead of paying
nivefive shillings or five pounds weeka
for taxes Da man mightC very easily
if led by conscience be acquitted for
three mendlen have always paid very
dearly for the gratification of theirtheinrr
paspassions nothing is moremone expen-
sive than vice

with conscience and prudence
and industry and all the virtues
what could not be done TtheseheseggiveIN

1

us no troublei it is immoralityimmorality of
principle or conduct that is at the
root of almost every social or politi-
cal evil and therefore to the cure of
this rather than to mere financial
manoeuvres must we look for any
reform that will give satisfaction
financial reforms may do a little
good for there is evil to be remov-
ed fromfroni every department of so-
ciety but the master evil Is to be
found in the conscience and if that
cannot bo nealrealreachedwed the culprit can-
not be apprehended hohe willivill

evade your lawslawa he will sneak
through them or ride 1roughshodrough shod
over them but he will not 1beyobey
them except when he finds him-
self absolutely compelled inducedor
to do so from interested motives

in proportion as men become
honest conscientious and prudent
they will return to thothe ancient sinisim-
plicity of the system of taxation
and devote a portion orof their pri-
vate income to public purposes de-
vote it as a thing sacred and not to
be touched upon any cconsideration
whatever superstition does more
than this already and it is a shame
to think that superstition can do
more than religion there is scar-
cely a housewife in englandEngland un
leishe bobe affected by bomesome secta-
rian prejudices who will not make
a baebacsacrifice in order to procure either
crossgunscross buns anon good friday ganpan
cakes oilon shrove tuesday or salt
fishlish on ash wednesday and we
have heard them say that they
would rather go without danner fop
a week than want such things A
feeling has only to become

with one generation and hebe
backed by a deep and solemn im-
pressionpresslonsion of its sacredness and im-
portance

m
to be preserved by pos-

terity for ever so long as it does
not prove itself repugnant to conicom-
mon sense or to social interests
but if ouid happen to be com-
patible with these and sanctified
moreover by the sacred obligation
of duty there is nd limitation to
the amount of its power ortheor the
length of its duration andwind when
we consider that the system of di-
rect taxation would put an end
for ever to all customs and Lexcise
and to all that political financial
agitation which demoralisesdemoralizesdemoralises the
public mind and makes what iiss
called by way of eminence public
intelligence to consist of nothing
but a kroledge of statistical gossip
whilst real knowledge of a moralamoral
and endurable character is alto-
gether unknown the gain that so-
ciety would make by such a change
could we only flnindfindnd out the
meanmeana to accomplish it
statute the first great moral revolu-
tion for as yet a moral revolution
has not been accomplished in hu-
man society

it Iss always melancholy to see
the energies ofofa grentgreat nation spent
upon the mere finance of govern-
ment for finance is a subject which
belongs ratherrathel to private business
and is out of its proper sphere when
it becomes a national affair con-
sideringsi that so much work remains
undone and unattended to relative
to the moral and intellectual culti-
vation of the people an object which
ever ought to take the precedence
of all other objects in the supreme
legislalegislaturetuTe we know no greater
blessing that could be conferred 0ona
anyaily nation thanthaiq such a mode of
nairairaising A revenuereventie us would silence
foreverfor ever all financial legislation or
give it as subordinate a position as
moral legislation has now that
this is possible we believe though
riot perhaps now and the idea bashas
only to be fostered and cherished
in the mind talked of and viewed
IHba all its aspects y treated with sun-
shine and shower and protected wias
a voluble moralmoru andaudand intellectual
plant and it will grow up and at-
tain maturimaturitytv and assert its own
rights when it comes to its maiomajomajorityalty
there is now a manifest beginning
of a tendency to encourage it both
in parliament and butofoutofitff and dirmr
Aliallsons pamphlet already alluded
to willwiil we hope be ininstrumental
in proving to many at leaskleaseleas the
financial economy itif not the im-
mediate possibility of the measure

mrienir allison speaking of the re-
sults of taxation asks how cancall
the system be changed and in
answering the question he admits
that he is not prepared to saypay but
merely to treat upon the principle
and finally he says that in pro-
portion as men become honest con-
scientiousselent iouslous and prudent they will
return to the ancient simplicity of
the system of taxation namely
tithing he further says could
we only find out the moral means
to accomplish atit would constitute
the first great moral for
as yetayet a moral rerevolution hashag not
been accomplished inhumanin human so-
cietyelecle ty V

to tilethe latter day saints the god
of heavern among other things
has intrusted this important revo-
lution tillsthis allali important trust
when we take into abcountaccount not
only the refining and othotherwiseberwise
moral results to the human family
generallyenerallyraily and especially to thefkeepersdeepers of the law of tithing from
the standpointstand point which will follow
the observance of the itilaw7 of
ingasangasing ag received of the latter daday

saints as one of theJatho jawswa of thetho
kingdom of godgoa which the proplop
phet daniel predicted would bebeetboetei

1

uponup on thothe earth in the last days
it becomes to them aliailall important
in connection with the duties of
the kingdom thotile latterlatter daday
saint does notnatnatlinelive who canau afforda or
to be either careless
bious in the matter of tithingn nnot-
withstanding

jot i

we are so situated
as to be required tithes to
the church and taxes to
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seventy four pperer tcenten of tidetiro
michigan schoolachoo1 teachers arondoarearo wo-
men ji j n i id

no cards is i whatislat aritariNwesternar vestern
gambler attached to lill1111his wedding
notice i ry4 T

ca0O Ggeorge touryour staterslater 1is4 a niao
girl yai she udesdes amdressi

ss aherfhefier hadayad
upUI SO90 avil yes 11 saldsaid gedrgegeorgeI1 but
itisith the fashion I1 theres nothing
in it yat h t

I1

to dancedarice all idtnight is19
A

1 aspso niceai

the younkyoung ladies assure us xotto
have danced all night Jsis not so
nice we judgeju dge from their ioanlooka
next morning

there are seveaseven ladles on the
staff af the Chicago
monthly paper and their remarks
0only11ay coverover eight pages itsltv
wonderful how they keepleep their
balance withwithro so little scope for the
expressionexpressienlen of their feelingsi it

daughter of the house to a
old friend of the family

f deardeai mr donti lupus you seem
to be enjoying yourselfY I1 should
so like to havebave you waltz this once
with me 1 privileged old friend
tlmyfy dear child I1 dont dance
butbilt if it suits you I1
mind sitting here with my arm
around your waist while the others
are rmaking themselves dizzy

0Hercher faeoFacoFaeeace
1 wastvs herfiler eorForfortunetung

W
will soon be followed by his
cheek was what made himblin

A genteel appearappearingng Qloafer
i
ad-

dressed an insulting remark tp a
lady of troy N Y shesho hadbad a pallpail
of yeast in herbandherhen hand and answeredanawbied
his jmimpertinence with ah dash bf
tilethe lively liquid which coveredreliel
him from headbead to foot his friends
now regard0 him as a rising young
man 1 1

the p functions afanof an oak-
land editormitor are multifarious aandfid
inscrutable yesterday morning
about one a ex-
ceedinglycee handsome little boy came
panting into our room and reported
that hisbis mother was in personal
difficultydifficultyi the town was shileshu tupup
everybody was abeda bed and he diyiailt
kknoww whathat to do 91Sumemedmcdmelhimmellhinghigaigheg hadnad
got to be done hebe said weve a3
aured him that the imminent cri-
sis was no fault of ours moreovermoreolerthat we know i auanything
about such business and didirected1

erected
him to dr as being the
nearest at hand the doctordocto hahaud
the rheurheumaticsmaticsmaties and get
up with the necessary alacrity aridand
so we showed our excellent little
friend where dr holmes lives
who is reported to be a very pre-
sent help in time of trouble we
wish to the lordloid our
ersera would recollect that the iu ties
of an edito are limited to a certain
extent oakland ootcoz

T i
Aanewnew weekly called thetha

Jdimind eliza journal has been
started illlilii mississippi jim and
Eelizaellzalizailza are the editor and wife

gough sayssaya that if the papers
will let him alone hell make this
his farewell tour andaudandrandyr from thisthia
very hour behallve let gough tigivigor-
ously

r
alone mo republican

thewho mavoriteorlleorito kontokonte ensteast
tirunning from omaha to chicago

you will find the CHICAGO rdand
northwesternNORTH WESTEWESTERNRN RAILROAD
it Is13 the oddest shobhoartest tv ci
and besobest route no changes of cars
all its passenger trainstrainsareare guiro n
expressea 11timm6e emiemigrants9railus are car-
riedri

1ed on express trains only
I1 ruhrub

man palace cars steel ralisralls airxin
brakebrakes miller platforms no du
speedy ccomfort and safety areasaretas

ask for ticket faa this
route and take none otherothen

WH TENNITTTT
genGen pass agent

tickets I1dorsal at white tyle
cornicksCormicks ifailvak baltbaitai t lalielake city

I1 wilyally t


