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THE PENINSULA ADVANCE

CITY POINT VA MAY 6

the jamejames arver movement has so far been
ishad very quietly and very success

fully weive have met with no opposition and
therefore no battle has yet been fought the
movement comprised a feint ind an actual
advance up thetha james river in such a manner
as it now appears has surprised the rebels
most admirably II11 iais stated however in
such a manner as seemsseema worthy of belief that
bea tifegard hatihas been ordered to join lee and
th abfallallail the available rebrebelel forces in this part
of the country have gonegohm to that command
with a view ofvf first giving battle to gen
meade and then turning immediately on this
command and annihilating it ifit possible
how much truth there iais in this time alone
can determine with longing hopes anand
anxious expectations ve look to theibe front
andafia listen for the signals that may denote the
approach of an enemy gen smith baldy
isia quiet and determined nd is not to be turn-
ed aside from his onward progress for this
command comprises a number of0 brivebrave benjmen
and a force of gunboatsgunboats that can bid defiance
to a larger force than the rebels datedare detach
from leesleea immediate presence

THE FEINT
two or three daysdaya ago a large forceforcel of

troops were sent to occupy yorktown glou-
cester and west point the latter place being
atit the junction of thetha and

rivers with a view of leading the rebels
to believe that another peninsula campaign
wabwas about to be commenced at yorktown
our troops landed in ffrontaront of the logtog protected
fortifications and marchmarchingng through the sand
went up to the bluffs and camcampedd they went
to work immediately as itif tnytrythyth y were prepar-
ing for a greater force to follow them and
march up via williamsburg toward richmond
our forces at west point acted in a similar
manner the country there is flatter and
more oeof a plain the low shore hardly rising
above the smallemail waves thatahat roll up the sand
as lightly aaas a mother strokes her babas
hairhalr this place is famous in blackberry
time for the brier fields loaded with the lus-
cious fruitage of june both s des of thehe
river were occupied and every preparation
mamadede for a seeming advancead up the landsland the
apparent route for the west point force being
on the line of the long unused west point and
richmond railroad crossing the
at white house on the bridge burned by gen
dix last july
I1 but the feint proceeded still further while
a large part otof the tenth and eighteenth
corps were busy at these places a brigade of
troops were sent up in broad daylight i and
without any attempt at concealment to occu-
py white honsehonee tois was done on the ath
and the troops at once commenced to cut
down the large pine trees about the landing
and on other parts of the locality as if they
wweree re about preparing for the arrival of a very
jalargerge body of soldierssoldier the landing places
were also repaired building of wharves com-
menced and quie a number of transports
were sent still further up conveyed by gun

boatsboatsboata appaapparentlyreMly on a reconnoiterreconnoiteringing expedi-
tion it was generally believed among those
who did not know any better thit this force
would advance through the woods that sur
round the place to bottoms bridge where
they would be joined by the forces at west
point and yorktown and that a combedcombiedbled

movement would thus be made upon rich-
mond directly upon its front from the samebame
position from which they were menacesmenaced by
gen keyes last summerhummer

the feint appears to have been successfulul
becoming satisfied that the james river
would take care of itself the rebels abandon-
ed their works at city point and pushed in
the direction of bottoms obbridgeridge to dispute
the passage of the chickahominy deluded
beings they were exactly following out the
plans of our military leaders who did not in-
tend this force to cross at Botbottomstomys bridge

night came quietly as twilight closscloses a
sabbath day the troops at white house west
point and yorktown re embarked upon the
transports and lay down upon the decks and
in the holds to slumber in security from
bottoms bridge the rebel pickets still peered
with anxious eyes into the surrounding dark-
ness and rebel guerrillas skulked among the
shadows from bush to bush fancying they
sawaay the gleam otof the sent rys musket andam
heardbeard in the sighing of the wind the distant
beat ol01 evening taps among our soldiers
there was little speculation as to where they
were going next they saw that they were
evidently performing a eideelde play in the grand
tragedyy upon which the curtain was about to
rise but they were content and slept soundly
pillowing their heads sometimes upon each
others breasts all that night the boats
with thebethese troops steamed down the york I1

river and rounded the point some of them
anchoring till morning at amptonhamptonJJ Roadroads
where they lay almost motionless in the quiet
waters while the army slept

THE GRAND expedition
I1itt waswaa evident that to make the battiebattle

against lees army and richmond thoroughly
successful the rebel capital must be isolated
fromrom the south that ibylopis its railroad commu-
nicationjalnicationcatlon must be cutcubcutoffair so that when lee is
defeated bagenby gen bleaAleameade and richmond as-
saulted bathisby thisthib force fromorom the james river
there must be no train of cars with steam
up ready to whistle off the retreating army
andrebel leaders into the centre of the con-
federacyf edeedtracytacy accordingly a cavalry expedition
vyafasras organized consisting of some thousandsshousan

of meir well mounted under command of
brig gen A V kautz this force left gufgut
folk on the morning of the day before yester-
day tuesday the ad instant forfon hickford
on the bedonwe don petersburg and richmond
railroad at this place he will destroy the
railroad which connects richmond with
north carolina the road at that place
passesasses over a bridge some two hundred and
fifty feet longiong and the work of destruction
can therefore be easily p reformed when the
expedition arrives there agn kautza com-
mand maybamay be called an independent one as
he will be mostly without communications
with any part of the grand armies and he will
probably hover about the extreme rear of
richmond keeping a sharp look out at the

back doosdo o of the rebel city who knows
but jeff davis himself may try to flee dis-
guised in a scotch cap and cloak and that
some gallant cavalryman may have the chance
of m archingirching him into gen kautza presence
at th pointrint of the sabre

in conjunction with this force another cav-
alryI1 expedition is ruline up areadyalready beyond

I1 yorktown under col west with a view of0
harassing the enemy along the peninsula and

I1 doing duty which shailshall be both a feint and a
real movement that is tpto basaysax they can at-
tack the rebels vi here they findml they are not
too strong and can perhaps draw off consid-
erable bodbodiesles by pretending to retreat before
them where col west finds there is no chachancen ce
of victory col west will endeavor to cross
the chickahominy at bottoms bridge but as
there is a possibility owing to the feint at the
white house that the rebels my be there in
too strong force he will itif baffled here try
it at some point nearer the james river

SPIES IN OUR ARMIES
i

B F taylor correspondent of the chica-
go journal in referring to the various ways
in which news is communicated to the enemyP

gives the tolfolfollowinglowin 11 incident
women notnoi invariably anyan bettar then

they geould belybellbe have always beenleen employed
to persuade information out ot0 unsuspecting
but not unsuspected I1 persons and they bringbrin a
degree of tact and shrewdness into play that
hirsute humanity can never hope to equalequa
many a wasp hashaa ben caught with their
honey if hypocrisy take an illustration a
subordinate federal officer in a certain city
within this department had been long suspect
tedled of disloyalty but no proof to warrant hlahia
arrest could be obtained and so as a dernier
resort a woman was set at him

she smiled her way into his confidence andaed
became his next best friend but finding I1

that ears were of no use for behe could not be
induced to say one word cf matters pertain-
ing to his office she changed her plan of at-
tach and turned a couple of curious and as I1
am told beautiful eyes upon him not

he would ride out of town into the
country and be absent three or fourtour hours
and return for all the hours in the twenty
four but just these she could account with-
in them then layjay the mischief there was and
she began to watch if he made any prepara-
tion for these excursions none he loaded
hisbis old fashioned pistol drew on hiahla gloves
lighted a cigar bade her a loving goodbyegood bye
only that and nothing more was he deep i

aniand she dull time would show at last
bhesheb e

oibaibobservede that he put an unusual charge
intot theie Ppistol one day andend all actorice kuieifie
grew curious lain pistols

would behe show her some day how to load a
pistol how to be a dead shot alad lujustst at
that minute bheshe was alathirsthirst aandn d wwouldd hebe
bring her a lemonade she was toying with
the weapon and he went the instant the
door closed behind him she drew the charchargee
for she knew quite as much of pistols as he
and substituted another she was not a min-
ute too soon for back he came took the pistol
and rode away no sooner had behe gone than
she set about an examination of the charge
and improvedit proved to be plans and details of0 fed-
eral forces and movements snugly rolled to-
gether the mischief was in the pistol then
though none but a woman would have thought
of it and so it was that he carried informa-
tion to his rebel friends withith rural proclivi-
ties the womanscomans purpose was gained and
when the officer return edbis next best friend
hadbad vanished like an arab arliand behe hadbad hardly
time to turn about before behe was under ar-
rest

DEATH OFolp JUDGE RALSTON late last eve-
ning we heardbeard tormform a perfectly reliable source
of the death of judge ralstonalstontt formerly a reres-
ident

9

of this ci y and well known to a major-
ity of our citizens also well known in cali-
forniafornia A letter was received in this city
from mrs ralston last eveneveninging from austin

the late place of residence of the judge
statingtat 1 n g thatthal bomesome days since he left bbibbisihhomee
tto visitit a rrancheriche owned by him some distance
in the country and upon his not returning as
soon aaas wwasas expected search was made and
his dead body found when it appeared he had
fallen chilled and had frozen to death this
is about allali we were able to learn ilehe had
been dead several days when his body was
found we presume that he lost his life du-
ring one of the late snow storms in that re-
gion ilehe was a feeble old man virginia
enterprise

A richmond correspondent of the atlanta
georgia sabayssayss that a resident of rich-

mond advertises hibhis furniture for sale because
his rent was raised from elxeix hundred dollars
to five dollars
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PEAS AS A FIELD CROP cultiva-tion ETC

it isaibais a reproach upon american farmers
that excepting clover we have so neglected
the leguminousg inous plants as field crops trtrueue
wwee raise white beans where we think nothingtb J

eelseeisee will grow when we are belated ababoutout
gegetting I1in springpring ggraingraldrain or where crops fail in
spotspangbut peas dupins leuleuliesuiles vegetchesvetchesvet chestebes and
to these may be added crimson clover lucerne

etc are almost unknown
to american agriculturists this ought not
ao40 to be of them all peas offer the most at-
tractionstr perhapsperhapa they will thrive upon
ananyY good corn or wheat soil delighting most
in clayey loamscoams but doing well on calcareous
boilsbolls it used torfor seedbeedee edineincinz

this is an excellentcelentex crop to put upon a fresh
turned sod free from badbadbaj weeds jfit the sod
be heavy it need not be otherwise
apply a reasonable dressing of manure sow
the peas aa early as the ground can be worked
after pouring scalding water upon them in
quantities not exceeding 6 quarts of seed to
gether little more than covering them with
water letting them soak 8 to 12 honrahours and
drying them with plaster this scalding
operation kills the pea bug 31 a weeareil which
lays its eggs just after the blosbiosblossosonnsouniniLui luehuehielve
fallen the grubs penetrate the pods and
locate each in an embryo peipeapea here they
mature and remain tilitilltil sown with the pea
abern they appear and make their attacks at
the proper time though unnoticeable at first
and not injuringng green pcpeasas they detract

much fromfro the value of the crop peas for
seed should be bowed late after june
and will thus escape injury almost if not
wholly

tifetoe common yellow field pea Is usually
cultivated and the Marrow fats are also re-
commended those which make a very rank

I1 growgrowthh orof straw are undesirable sow 2 to 3
bbushelaus beIs to tttetieae acre broadcast and plow the
seed undunderr about 3 inches deep after plow-
ingI1 it lgis well to roll the land but if the ground
is hikelllikel to bake 1il may be dragged with a
harrowbarrow turned over the haulm of the peas is
so branchbranchinginginq and tangled and the roots are
drawn flomflorn the soil so easily that when the
crop is mature a revolving haybay rake will
easily throw it into win rows it is bestbeat to
leave till dry in heaps which may be pro-
tected from rain by bay rapscaps the crop is
feedteedfe ed to hogs or cattle without curing when
jthehe peas are nearly ripe ripe and thrashed
thetoe kraingrain is excellent fitting feed for cattlecatti
horseshrs es sheep or hogsbogs and the straw well
anred is simar to clover in feedsfefeedingedDedn proper-
ties and iais a favorite fodder for shesheepep

P as are off the ground early enenoughugh to
prepare the land for wheat which follows
very well and this will be found a very excel-
lent crop to introduce arito a rotation either
before or after wheat thin rowedsolved peas
lodge badly but when bowed thick they stand
by colding on apon one another by their ten
dailsdrils tzeane use of0 lime and gypsum though
advantageous to thehe crop make the peas
hard when boiled the same is partly true of
peas raised on limeilme soil i american agri

I1

TO pilEVENTPREVENT FRUIT FROM BEING
WORMY

TO THE EDITORS OPOF THE POST I1
have a communication to makemakke in reference to
the worm nuisance you will I1 think re-
ceive the thanks of two cities by publishing

with a large gimlet or auger0 bore into the
body of the tree just below where the limbs
start in three places a groove inclining down-
wards with a small funnel pour a shillingshillings
worthor h of quickquicksilver into each groove pegreg it
upu closelyc 1 0 ly and watch the result hadHaditit been
d-

p
donee when the sapp first started on its upward
circuit it would have been more efficacious
yet even now it will greatly abate the
nuisance

toethe plan a as first tried for a wormy apple
tree by samuel jones esq of canaan col-
umbia county new york and with entire
successbucsuccasacesa it is believed that far from damag-
ingin I1 the trees it will even add to the beamutbeautyy of
the foliage in case of the fruit above men-
tioned the cure was surprising not only the
fruit becoming perfect and beautiful but the
very leaf seemed to be larger and far more
dark and glossy

any one desiring further particulars
ththough none other isi needed for doctoring

our city trees is referred to an eyewitnesseye witness
the daughter of the above named gentleman
at union street brooklyn

A CONSTANT READER
brooklyn may 7

TOM THUMB retires on a quarter otof a rnnil-
lion

ll11

bayssays the london court Aroalandfl addsodds
thithis is but a fair illustration of the strange
freaks of fortune of these topsy times
it seemsbeems much easiereasler to make a fortune by
littleness than by greatnesssq

A celebrated philosopher used to baysay
tletaetheile favors of fortune are like steep rocks
only eagles and creeping things mount to the
summitBumsummitnit

RATKAT AND rattleBATTLErattlesnakeSNAKE FIGHT the sa-
cramentocicr union relates the following

dr halhallI1 of this cityI1 received recrecentlyantly as a
prpresentsent from the vicinity ofoFFolsom a rattle-
snake some twenty eight or thirty inches in
length and an inch and a halfhalt in diameter at
the centre of the body being embellished
with eight or nine rattlesrat flea it is fair to presume
that the creature is eight or ninenitie yearyearsboldsoldoldoid
the doctor concluded on monday to try ann
experiment by bringing into collision the
snake and a rat feeling the same relative in-
terest in the result as was experienced byby the
old lady when her husband and the bear were
the combatants A rat of medium size wabwag
deposited in the glass case with the snake
and a fferociouseroc lots fight ensued while the snake
struck the rat several times infusing of0
course his poisonous venom the rat seized the
snake repeatedly by the neck body or tailtall
damaging him materiallymateri ailyally withwita each woundwounds
it was the opinion of some of the speculators
that the rat would come off victor by breakiebreaking
or crushing the back of his adversary anand
thus killing him before the poison with which
bishis own system hadbad become infused could
take effect such didad not prove to be the case
after a contest of about eight minutes dura-
tion the rat rolled over on bis back and died
from the effects otof poison as was evident
from the quivering of his limbs soon after-
wards a second rat waswaa placed in the cage
the combatants now met upon comparatively
equal grounds for it became evident that the
rattlesnake hadbad to a great extent lost hisbis
poisonous power A fight eiensuedsued which last-
ed several minutes when the contending par-
ties seemed to suspend hostilities the cage
kaskabvaswas subsequently removed to johnsonsjohnsonbJohn konsions sa-
loon on second street near I1 street where
in the afternoon the fight was renewed and
lasted twenty five minutes both the rat andana
the snake were exhausted but each remained
alive in the cage until yesterday afternoon
renewing the contest occasionally the rat
was then takentalen out and killed it appears
evident from this experiment that the virus of
the snake was almost entirely expended in the
assaults upon the first rat ard after a few
strokes at an antagonist time for recupera-
tion is necessary before the bite of the rattle-
snake lais greatly to be dreaded

when a man wants money friends or
assistance this world is very apt to accommo-
date him and let him want

A leading maxim with almost everyeiery poli-
tician

oli
is always to keep hisbis countenance and

never to keep his word
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