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ind the mandamus -deeision of

Judge Zane.

Every one of the registrars ought,
on the showing made, to have been
'emoved. They were all proven
Euilty of discrimination jntolerable
In officers performing their func-
tions, and it was not even denied by
them that they had usu rped powers
Oclonging only to courts. [n refus-
Ing to dismiss any of them the Com-
mission has virtually endorsed the
conduct of all of them.

 ME—

SOUTHERN UTAH NOTES.

Railreading has started in ear- |
nest at Milford. Several train londs
of outfits have arrived,and nrv being |
strung outoverthe proposed route.
In Miiford it is nlmost impossible
o get a meal,as the boarding houses
are overrun. There is a splendid
Opening there for a restaurant.

Contracts on the railroad nre:\)e-
Ing let to private parties. Datrnn &
Sou, of Minersviile. have a contract
of clearing the brush off for quite a
onz distnnce, and have a large
force of men out at work.

The roads in the south nrein a
fearfu) eondition, making it almost
Impossible to take loads over them.

he heavy rains have caused
floods in Washington County that
bave produced a great amount of
damage, taking out all the Irriga-
tion dams and bridges on the Virgen
River. This will cost the people
Of that regidn ot least Lwanty-vae
thousand dollars, and will prove
A ferious and almost rreparable
Okg, ng they ure now in poverty
owing to the muny difficulties they
have had to meet.

Mdre ruin has fallen in Southern

tah_thty senson than ever before in
the mame tength of time since the
fegion was settled.

Many large flocks of sheep and
berds of cattle from the north have
8ought range in the south this sea-
son, and the late heavy downfall
will gruatly help the range.

usiness hus been and is very
ll, but n market for a small por-
tion of the farmer’s products ph?n.n
Opened at Pioche and the rnflroad-
Ing will help them still more.

The heavy rins have ureatly
injured the rond south of Kanab,
and between there and St. George.

Dec. 24, 1889, ‘R. G.f.

MALAD STAKE CONFERENCE. |

The quarterly conference of this
8take was held at West Portage on
Sunday nod Monday, Dec. 15th nnd
lith. "There were present on the
?ituud of the Jocal authorities Presi-

ent 0. C. Hosking, Counselor W.
A. Gibbs, n majority of the High
aﬂf_lllcil and Bishops. Notwith-

lasding the unfavorable weather
o "hau’br‘ldnncu was good, and the
e" ortations and instructions were
B".c‘:llent. The reports of the
A :_Hhops showed that the Saints, as
Th"l*’i_a:'ﬂ becoming more unifgd.
schu Yef Societies and SBunday
rm"“lﬂ_\vere represented by thefr
ing""f’t“‘?e Btake presidencies as be-

o I‘:I'fl] attended. President Q. C.

dwars 28 and Counselor W. H. Gibbs

¥elt upon the practical dutivs of}

the Saints, and other subjects of in-
terest tending to better the condi-
tion of the Stake.

A meetingof the Y. M. M. I. A.
was held on Bunday evening.
Mueh valuable instruction was giv-
en hy the young men.

LoreEnzo HITNSAWER,
Clerk pro tem.

RARE VIOLINS.

The mgotion of a Stradivarius
fiddle has always an irresigtible fas-
cinution for musiciuns, professional
or amateur. Professionsl collectors
have scoured Europe for them, and
probably the whereabouts nf every
Stradivarius extant 18 xnown to the
dealeis. A considerable proportion
of them is tu be found in England.
Antonio Btradivarius, who wus born
in 1644 and died in 1737, worked
qulet.l’vrou for over sixty years of his
life. Taking it ns n modernte esti-
male that e turned out one violin
a week—in those days men worked
more leisurely than they do io this
age of stress and worry—we should
have a total of. over 3000 of these in-
struments from his hands,

Of these how many nare in exist-
ence todny? Opiolons differ. Mr.
Nachez recently put the number at
eighty. Mr. Hill, the well known
counoisseur, believes tbat there nre
no fewer than 1000 of these violins
still left. The rise in thelr value
has in recent tiines been enormous.
Twenty or thirty yearsagoa “Strad?*’
in gpood condition- might have been
acquired in the open mnarket at

rices ranging from £300 to £600.
ow the case is altered. Aninstru-
ment of the maker’s better period in
a fuir state of {;reservat.ion could Dot
be bad probably for £1000, whereas
for the finest specimens extant ex-
traordioary prices are demanded.
The Inrgest sum actunlly paid for a
sg@trad?? is, we believe, £1400. The
pext bighest s £1200, which wae
paid for the viollin c¢hosen fromn the
colleotiort of M. Labitte of Paris
for the jubllec presvntation last yenr
to D¢, Joachim by his English nd-
mirers. By this glft Dr. JOhchim
became the happy possessor of three
Stradivariue flddles. Who so ftted
to own them as the greatest violin
player of the age? Mr. Burasite
posseseer, it is understood, two ino-
struments by the same maker, both
of great value, while several other
of our leading viollnists are almoat

unlly blessed.

here I8 mow In the market un-
otherinagnificent Stradivarius in n
most perfect state of preservation.
It may at present be seen at Mr,
Hill’s in New Bond Street. Of its
authentisity therwappears to be no
doubt. [t was bought in 1794 in
Italy for £25 by an Irish gentle-
man, who took It home and then
seems to have furgotten all about jt.
At any rate it was lost sight of ¢ill
1845, when (most of these instru-
mentis have their romance) it nar
rowly escaped destroction in a fire.
It was discovered among the chat-
tels rescuwd frum the burning house,
and subsequently met with all
the honors "It deserved. To
ite long period of obseurity
its ndmirable state of preservation—
it is without n fiuw of any kind—is,

45
of course, due, The sightol it now
ns it reposes beneath its glnss case,
illuminated at night Ly the electrig
light, must stir the heart of the
eonnolsseur. But it can only pass
into the possession of n man of am-
ple meavs, or un enthusiast of the
tirst order, who would deem no
micrifice too great to become its
iowner. The price asked for itis $2000.
The sum appears enormous, it is
Itrue; but eveu larger prices hinve
been heard of. The Joachim Jubi:
lee Committee were, it is 8aid, asked
£2500 for a “Strad’? which they
were desirous of presenting to the
master, and, incredible as it may be,
it is undersiood that a leading artist
hins an instrument by the snmeo great
maker which he values, with the
partiality perhaps of nn owner and
enthusiast, at £4000. Poor old
Btradivariue was happy o get £5
each for his fiddler, and by his fel-
low-makers was looked upon a8
wenlthy. It issaid that a number
of his instruments were sent in his
dny to England for aisposal, but
were returned unsold, su much ue £5
not being obtainnble for s violin-
cello.—St. James* Gazelte.

OPIUM IN CHINA.

The Chinese Imperinl Maritime
Customs has just issued n small
pam; blet entitled, “Opivm: His-
torical Noteypor, The Poppy ino
China,”” by Dr. Elkins, the well-
kmown scholar and missionnry of
Pekin. The importance of the lit-
tle woMk is that it demolishes the
proposition sedulously propaguted
of late years in this countiy that
opium was introduced §n recent
years from India to China.

Dyr. Edkins says thut in fact the
Arabs took it to that country in the
eighth century, at & time when there
wag a flourishing trade between
Canton and the ports of the Red Sea
and the Persian gulf. The medicin-
ul properties of the drug are men-
ticned in a swork published in the
‘tehith century. From this-time it.
was cultivated for these properties,
and from the fifleenth century *“is
appears that the manuficture of
nutive opium has existed iu China,
and it is not only in recent years
that there has been Loth native and
foreign epium in this country.”
The smoking of opium came in with
the smeking of tobacco in the seven-
teenth century.

Various ingredients, says Dr. Ed-

kins, were in vurlous countries
mixed with tobaceo to try their ef-
fect, among them being oplum.
The Manchus tried to prohibil the
use of tobaceo by edicts us stringent
a8 those issued against opium, but °
in vain. Among the causes of this
failure the writer includes the love
of opium smoking by many Jn huih
positions—court [nvorites and oth-
eri—whom it would be very difficult
to punish. Opium smoking began
in Formosa and Amoy, where (o
baceo sok ing was first introduced.
The first edict against the practice
was in 1720. Opium wasa common
product in Yunuan in 1736, und io
those daya this distant province was
far remote from the influence of any
foreign country whatever, except

Burmah.—London Times.



