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andd the mandamus decision of
judgedge zane

every one of the registrars ought
on0 o the showing made to have been
reiremovednoved they were all proven
guilty of discrimination intolerable
IIIn officers performing their func-
tions and it was not even denied by
them that they had usurped powers
belongingelo nging only to courts in refus-
ingin to disdismississ any of them the com-
missionsion hasas virtually endorsed the
conduct of all of them

SOUTHERN UTAH NOTES

railroading has started iuin ear-
nest at milford several train loads
of outfits have arrivedand are being
strung out over the proposed route
inila milford it is almost impossible
to get a dealas the boarding houses
areUre overrun there isais a splendid
opening there for a restaurant

contracts on the railroad arearare hoe-
ing

e
ing let to private parties dahah
son of Minersminersvilleville have a contract
fotfor clearing the brush off for quite a
long distance and have a large
force of men out at work

the roads in the south are in a
ff condition making it almost
impossible to take loads over them

the heavy rains have caused
goodsfloods inin washington county that
have produced a great amount of
damage taking out all the irriga-
tion dams and bridges on the virgen
river this will cost the people
of that at least twenty five
thousand dollars and will prove
a8 serious and almost irreparable
lowloss as they are now in poverty
owing to the many difficulties they
have had to meet

mare rain has fallen in southern
utah jeftspason than ever before in
the same length of time since the
gllnn was settled

many large flocks of sheep and
herds of cattle from the north have
soughtaught range in the south this sea
80 and the late heavy downfall
will greatly help the range

business has been and is very
dull11 ll but a market for a beall

of the farmers 1Wacts has
opened at pioche and the railroad
ilagag will help them still more

the heavy rains have greatlyi injured the road south of chanabkanab
andd between there and st george

dec R 0OLL
MALAD STAKE conference
the quarterly CODconferenceference of this

staketake was held at west portage on
bunday and monday dec lath and
loth there were present on the
stand of the local authorities presi-
dent 0 C hoskinshoskine counselor W
A gibbs a majority oft the high

cil and bishops notwith-
standing the unfavorable weathertheue attendance was good and the

and instructions were
excellent the reports of the
bishopshops showed that the saints as4 ruleruie are becoming more unitedthee relief societies and sunday

schools were represented by theirrl pec tive stake presidenciescies as be-gi well attended president 0 C
kikinsus and counselor W H gibbsdweltelt upon the practical duties of

the saints and other subjects of in-
terest tending to better tlethe condi-
tion of the stake

A meeting of the Y M M 1I A
was held on sunday evening
much valuable instruction was giv-
en by the young nienmen

LORENZOliOBENZO
clerk pro terntem

RARE VIOLINS

the mention of a stradivarius
fiddle has always an irresistible fas-
cinationci for musicians professional
or amateur professional collectors
have scoured europe for them and
probably the whereabouts of every
stradivarius extant is known to the
dealersdealeis A considerable proportion
of them is to be found in england
aatonio stradivarius who was born
in 1644 and diel in 1737 worked
quietly on for over sixty years of his
life taking it as a moderate esti-
matemate that hebe turned out one violin
a week luin those days men worked
more leisurely than they do in this
age of stress and worry we should
have a total of 0overver of tthesehese I1in-
struments

n
st from hisbis handsbands

of these how many are in exist-
ence today opinions differ mr
gachez recently put the number at
eighty mr hill the well knownknon
connoisseur believes that there are
no fewer than 1000 of these violins
still left the rise in their value
has in recent times been enormous
twenty or thirty years agoa strad
in good condition might have been
acquired in the open market at
prices ranging from to
now the case is altered an instru-
ment of the makers better period in
a fair state of preservation could not
be had probably for 1000 whereas
for the finest specimens extextantant ex-
traordinarytra prices are demanded
the largest sum actually paid for a

strad is we believe 1400 the
next highest is 1200 which was
paid for the violin chosen fromfroin the
colledocol leoo of M Lababittelabittebitte of para
for ththe jubilee presentation laist
to dr joachim by his english ad-
mirers by this gift dr
became the happy possessor of three
stradivarius fiddles who so fitted
to own as the greatest violin
player of the age mr baracateBaraSarasate
possesses it is understood two in-
strumentskrust by the same maker both
of great value while several other
of our leading violinists are almost
equally bleblessedsAed

there is nowdow in the market an-
other magnificent stradivarius in a
most perfect state of preservation
it may at present be seen at mr
hills in new bond street of its
authenticity therMthero appears to be no
doubt it was bought jnin 1794 in
italy for 25 by an irish gentle-
man who took it home and then
seems to have forgotten anah about it
at any rate it was lost sight of till
1845 when most of these instru-
ments have their romance it nar-
rowly escaped destruction in a fire
it was discovered among the chat-
tels rescued from the burning house
and subsequently met with all
the honors it deserved to
its long period of obscurity
its admirable state of preservation
it is without a flaw of any kind is

of course due the sight of it now
as it reposes beneath its glass case
illuminated at night by the electric
light must stir the heart of the
connoisseur tutbut it can only puspass
into the possession of a man of am-
ple

am-
pie means or an enthusiast of the
first order who would deem no
sacrifice too great to become its
owner the price asked for it is 2000

the sum appears enormous it tois
true but even larger prices have
been heard of the joachim jubi-
lee committee were it Is18 said asked

2500 for a strad which they
wewere tlesirous of presenting to the
master and incredible as it may be
it is understood that a leading artist
has an instrument by the same great
maker which he values with the
partiality perhaps of an owner and
enthusiast at poor old
stradivarius was happy to get za5
each for hisbig fiddles and by his fel
low makers was looked upon as
wealthy it is said that a numberdumber
of his instruments were sent in hishie
day to england for disposal but
were returned unsold so much as xa5
not being obtainable for a violin
cello stisk james gaime

OPIUM IN CHINA

the chinese imperial maritime
customs has just issued a small
parpamphletniblet euentitledtitled opium hist-
orical the poppy in
china by dr elkins the well
known scholar and missionary of
pekin the importance of the lit-
tle is that it demolishes the
proposition sedulously propagated
of late years in this countey that
opium was introduced in recent
years from india to china

dr edkins says that in fact the
arabs took it to that country in the
eighth century at a time when there
was a flourishing trade between
canton and the ports of the redbed sea
and the persian gulf the medicin-
al properties of the drug are men-
tionedti in a warkrk published in the
tenth century promfrom this time it
was cultivated for these properties
and from the fifteenth century is
appears that the manufacture of
native opium has existed iuJu chinabuchina

and it is not only in recent years
that there has been both native and
foreign opium in this country
the smoking of opium came in with
the smoking of tobacco in the seven-
teenth century

various ingredients says dr ed-
kins were in various countries
mixed with tobacco to try their ef-
fect among them being opium
the danchus tried to prohibit the
use of tobacco by edicts as stringent
as those issued against opium but
in vain among the causes of this
failure the writer Inuincludesludes the love
of opium smoking by many in high
positions court favorites and oth-
ers whom it would be very difficult
to punish opium smoking began
in formosa and amoy where to
babeo smoking was first introduced
the first edict against the practice
was in 1729 opium was a common
product in cunnan in 17361786 and in
those days this distant I1province was
far remote from the influence of any
foreign country whatever except
burmah london times


