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Portaut subject if 1he procveding diu
Dot have at least the tacit approval or
the churcu whose members are Laking
Part. Frow the length to which mat-
ters bave beon allowed to go already,
thero js good reasun to belleve Luai »
political lite-und-deatn strugyle 1a ou ju
enlncsl betweeu apti-Catholics and
Catholice, and Lbhat tue coutest whil be
Wayged more Hercvly than ever {row
ihietime torward, 1t Is oot coufloed
to the munlclpality of Bulte, vr v
Moutnns, or even 10 the Wesi, buy
reaches Lo every part of the Quiou,
and with the campalyn as It 1s to b
ipetituted this summer it probably wiil
Dot Le Jusg Dufore thete is o tuudldate
for office, {rom President of the Unitey
Btates dowu, who 18 & Caihulio or aun
A. P, A, or whoie believed 10 buve a
fewllng ol toleratjvn for one or the
other, who willi not Lkave 0 meotthe
solid poilticsl autagunism of tue side
which ueis lookeu upon as belny uu-
favorable to.

The A, P. A. part of the program js
Protiy we:l understgod from reteat dis-
cuasions. I'be Catholic dlvision, whbieh
has been In embryolic operatiou three
or four yeusrs, la apvut to be openeu be-
fore Lhe couulry, though, ilke i1be
power it sanlaguoizes, lne workiugs
wliii be priocipally in eecrei. ‘'Ine
Jawunchioy of toue scheme is Lo Lake
place st tue convention of the Cathone
umioy, which opens in Cleveianu
on June 256. Tne Iour conveo-
tione previously beld bave bad
membership in Ounlo only, tuking
in the Kkl Catbolio sucleties Of Low.
stale. Bince tne meeliny lusl year,
Do wouver, owing to the auvlion 0. b
A. P. A, ke Catholic uvion bay been
made s natipnal atlair, aod 1o ths
respeot has useumed br.ad proportious,
In the call of the unlun, tssued 10 the
Catholic clergy and socletiee, it 18 sei
1orih tnat *'ihe object of 1bhe organiza-
tion s to unlie ia fraternal uulos ot
the promotion and protection vi Cath-
oilc loteress, and for the mutnel wel-
fare of its membere, all Catb +lice.”” The
urgent oeed of such union is puinted
out Iln the existence aud workloygs o)
the A, P A, from Lhe relersnces Lo
w hich the followinog excerpt 1s made:

By a widespread organization, which is
agliatiog in tbe dark, the Catholic church
and her chiidren are maligned aod por.
socuted In the vilest munner, and at-
temapts are made for their disfranchise-
ment and oppression in politdcal and
soocial respects. Iis Influence is felt in
sociely us well as o Lhe legi8laive hutls.
By the ensctment of partisad laws the
mainenance of vurochial schools i
rendeted more and more diffienit to
Catholice, as, for instance, by the enaot-
ment of the free school book biil. Every
now and then new measures are brought
forth, which are calculated to ocurail vhe
rights of .Cathollon. And where wiil
-they stop if oot checked by the united
action and energetio endeavors of Catho-
lies to assert the rights gosrsnteed thom
by ihe Conetitution of our glorious land?

The *‘usited acilon and energetiv
endeavore of Cuatholics to aeasrt the
righls gusranteed them? ware to be
directed in the politicsl channel, with
all the vehemeonoe of religious) fervor.
It s pointed oul that even io Its
limited state oapacity the union has

bhad its iofluence io politice. A mong
the works claimed for it s thut in Onle
#¢jt aucceeded o blocking the passave
of the fres schoo! book bill for (wo
vears and would certainly have be fl 2y
the project completely but for the

shrewdness and artifice on the part of
perrons in high political standing.??
Lte Ipfluence 18 now invoked ms &
natioba] organlzation, regardiess of
apy exieting lloes of division, to cauee
all Cuatholica to *stand reamiy with
watob(ul eye and sirong hand to ward
ofl these malevolent aggreesions and
defend our warranted rignts.’?

Whatever Influence the enemies of
tne Catuolio church may hnve thought
It exercised in the political affaira of
this natlon beretofore, it is now an
assuted fact that benceforth Catholic
unity and perssverance will bedirectly
felt in politics. The Romun church,
us ench, may take no autive part; and
1ta «Moial utterances may be as frievd.
ly to the Republic and lts inkt
tutlor s a8 ever; oevertheles, Lthrough
this Catbolic union everything that
the religious body could accomplish,
sud more too, can be a:ained. The
church, &8 such, can keep aloof, while
itse members a8 a secret Bociely
funijon,’” such s&es the one about lo
commence Datioosl operations, may
carry out every purpose within reachb,
Nor oan the Republic complain, [t
lolerates n secret organization wbich
oetracises anod virtually diefranch laes
pitiz:ns because of their religicus
affihiattons, while this is done tbere
can he 00 offense takeu at those citi-
zens organizlog to flgbt their aeallan's
witn thelr own weapons, The anti-
Cathoiics and Tatholles, lu that os-
pacily, are strictly and emphatioally in
poittics. £t the fight 1s permitted to
%o on much Jonger there is trouble
coming to the @ation from that
sQuUlCcw,
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STREED PREACHING.

Thia may be a lund of liberty, politl.
cal and rellgioue; but there are spme
people who Lhing thal the liberties of
sOome clastes are very moch curtailed
ny loo:l regulaiioas ln various muai-
clpallties, U1 tujse vumber are the
Rev. Henry Varley, tne wmillionaire
Koglish evangelist, and the torty Qak-
lany ministers who iried to preach ino
tbe etreels of the California towu on
dundsy night., Strest preschlog is
aliawed in 1hv cltivs sand ovatly ali the
towne of Great Britain, It 18 urged
that this is the ouly means thutl many

poor people Ino crowded  clties
nave of reoeiving religious in-
struction, for there 4 no place

1o hightoned churches for thuse whose
beet ciotbing 18 Jitils better than rage;
hence nssemblages In the streets and
uther public piacea where traffic is oot
Impeded thereby are permiited and
even given police protection. Butitis
uot 8o io Qakisnd. Mr. Varleystarted
oul ror & seveu daye’ streel preaching
campaign, in whica be proposed o
catry religious exhortations Lo every
soul 01 the poot, the tnoughtiess, and
the erring of Qakian 1% thousands who
would listen when the preachers came
to them, but who would nul enter the
door of & ghurch bullding to seek re.
ligioue inetruction, The appesrance
of the minieters in thelr opeu pulpiie

! oreated n decided sensatinn, snd was

atirsctlog much atteution, whun the
whole thing was put a etop to by the
mayor loterming the ministers that
tuey were violating the law anu
woujd be arrested if they did not sue-
pend operations at 0o ce, ™0 now Lthe
poor and the sinner in Oakland ars not

privileged to have Gospel preached fo
them even from s sectarian minister?s
standpoint, a8 it would he unlawrul to
address an audieoce ip tbe street with-
oul permission of the mayor, whe
will notv consent. Whoat e treely
granted to themany thousands of ‘dark-
est Kngland’s” population In meiro-
politan London ia denfed the Inbabit-
ants of an enlightened mupictpslity
like Oakland nond eome other A meri.
can oitles that might be named.

The practice of street preaching
sometimed Mry become a Dulsanoe,
abd o tuat respect msy need reguia-
tlon, But where It dees nul ouvcasion
the obatruction ot & public bhighway,
or canse interference with the rights
of people, elther individually or coi-
lectively, to lotbid it seems an lo-
iringement of at Jeast the spirit ot
tne copstitutional guarantees of free-
dom of speech and tne right of the
people peaceably lo assemble. Cer-
iainly when tbe preaching that may
bednduiged in i not of a nslure to
promote Jdisorder and orime, bul tends
to wlevate morals, to lead Lo order, and
to encourage those ennchllng meatl-
menta that sirengtlien and uphold good
guvernment, it is not the genius of re-
publican institutions to prohibit it.
Waere preaching to take the direction
of lawlessnese, either in etreet or
butlding, ite suppression would be
legitimate.

The agency of sireet preaching has
been a powerful means of effecting re-
lorms inD many cobutrles and different
ager, By i¢ the popuisce bhas bwen
arocuseu to actlon for the overthrow of
tyrante,the correction of public abnees,
and for the performing uf an important
partin the evolution from the dark
ages to the present stale of popular
freedom and enlighteoment. It is a
method of reaching people who fall to
attend tbe usual places of sesembly,
but whoee yesrping for sometbiog
more than they exzperience makea
them vager to ncoept Al
i vanos or reform movement
when It is brought to them, Fot this
cause, if no otoer, it would ne good
polioy for governmenl lo encoulage
that mesus of dJiseemioaljng views
which lead to 1ts own atabllity.

Important as has been the use of
popular or slrest meetings in the evolu-
tion of poltucal life, it bas been still
greater in the religious fleld. It was
largely by thie muans thst the princle
ples of Christianity, whose preachers
were cast out of the eynagogues and
the ohu;phes, reached the mawses of

i

tbe people and eet in molion the
resjstleas tiue whoiobh cartied over
a grest poruon of the globe firm °

convictions regardlog s crucified
apd rlssn  Redeemer of . man-
kind, In this dispeneation It ulso

has been sn kmporiant averue through
whicn the Goipel message has been
brought to thousande; and ite useful-
ness in this regard uas not papsed
away, elther at bhome or In foreign
inode. Itle & mesans of popular discus-
ston and educstioy smong the comwon
people, the maeees of the poor,
and the muliitudes of tbose who with-
out it might have remalned jn deeper
ignorance. Hence it ia a privilege
which, under proper regulailon for its
peaceful exerclse, ebould he preserved
fworodly to the people for religious,
political or other purposes uf common
laterest to mankiou,



