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THE VALES OF DESERET

toxicTUNE nelly gray

inlittste valler of thoth we now
i we hayehive lt bedoed many happy years awayaway

andan it wisdom should dictate II11 well remain much long
1trr yet

and intend still to be happy while weire stayatay
t carua

norsnore thothe aged andnd the who espouse the cansecause of0
lath

counsel in a prophetic voice can retvet

it shiashigshiiibl i caoru thenihen babe ungsung longung live broiherbrother brbrigZ
gehm youngyountoun

andid eesereereler fruitful be the vaievale of deseret

vewe bavehave come from many nations and from many sects
addandall creedscreedy

to unite in on uponapon tb tonelronel pianplan
AJalsiaiaais J aaas we could not do so inglat the world and its mis-

deeds
tS we have gathered to these valleys where wew can

woveweve the rocky Mountains round us as a wall of sure
derfdeffderencedefencence

andind in their vast recessesrecese we cencnn hidebide
andaad lilt1111theorfoa s of truth andabd righteousness can neternever drive

usn bhencebencencenee
abile we keep the lordurd of life upon our tldetide

V

menteo ye saints of god keep gathering from wryevry land
J and clime

to the valleys of the mountains in tbthe west
aallanil ietlet it be your maxim to tereersteerler clear of evry crime

and each to serve our father best
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I1 evillwill call the attention of the assembly to
thetho last chapter of ath and ath verses

behold I1 will send youvouyou elijah the prophet be-
fore the coming of the great and dreadful day
eff the lorlandLordand he shall turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children and the hearts of the
children to their fathers lest I1 come and smite
the earth with a curse

I1 do not feel this morning to make apologies
particularly but present myself before you
lecausebecause I1 am requested BOso to do feeling that
I1 am fulfilling the of my office and cal-
ling to comply with thehe requests of0 those set
to preside there is one subject which I1 will
briefly touch upon as a kind of preface to my
remark sand that is in relation to ones
ing himself as a servant of god to preach the
principles of eternal truth we should not
study beforehand the precise subject upon
which we will preach or the precise language
that we shail use in treating upon any subject
butlaut this does not preclude the idea of a matmalsmatss
informing himself upon all01 subjects this I1
lave often thought is notnut understood as it
ought to be by the of this church

there arearo many perhaps who feel a dlodio
tion to neglect all improvement of mind think-
ing that if they are placed in a position where
they are called upon to preach that goigoj will
give them not only the subject but the language
alalboansoangoan a everythingthin g pertaining to the duties of
their cacallingI1

zerygery
ings as publicbublic speakers althoaitho we

are tautaughtgh t that weve are to take no thought be-
forehandfoforehandd what we say yet we are no-
where taught in the revelations of god to let
our minds run down our understandingsund erst and ingsinge and
our judgment to be spent in idleness without
treasur ingup the things of the kintkingdomdom of
godfgod and storing up useful knowledgeknow lege indeed
we are commanded in the revelations of the
mosthost high directly to the contrary from the
idea which has prevailed among somesouie

wee are commanded over and over again to
treasure upp wisdom in our heart s continually

tipup the words of eternal life continu-
ally and makeinake ourselves acquainted not only
with ancient revelation but with modern to

ourselvesour seles acquainted not only with
things pertapertainingfiling to time but with things per-
taining to eternity to make ourselves acquain-
ted itnotnolot in regard to things of earth but
also in regard 0too things that are in heavenbeaven to
inform ourselves upon theories principles
laws doctrines upon things that areara at home
addand upon things that are abroad and the
samesamo almaimalmightyi gaty being who has commanded us
to do these things has commanded us to take
ngins thought beforehand what we should say for
every well instructed scribe we read in the
new testamentjestamentint bringebri ngethtb out of hisbis heart
things both new and old it is not the ill in-
structedstrud ted scribe it is not the person who does
riotnot study it is not the person who suffers his
time tato run to idleness but it is that man that
irisitseinstructstracts himself in all thires within hisbis reach
so far as his circumstances and abilities will
allow suchguch a one will bring forth before his
hearers things that will edify in relationlalionre to
old times and also in relation to the present
and future thinthingss both new and old more
oyercyer we read that the holy ghost shall give
you in the very hour what ye shall say

what need then inquires one is there for a
person to inform his mind if the holy ghost
will give hirabira jnin the very hour what he shall
paysayay it- iis not every man tbthitit haihaa sufficient
fathio obtain that amount of the holy spirit
that will bring the subjects the ideas the lan-
guage avd the system of the subject all before
hishia mind abonce thereabere aranearee but a very few per-
sona

per-
sons which ever livedllred upon this earth that havehare
had sufficientclent faith to obtain all this fullness
4f these gift andan it isonebisone great reason why
thetief lord basbaa commanded biehis servants totoiin-
struct

n
themselves because of the weakness of

their faith then if they have fulfilled this
commandment they will have more confidence

in god but if they bayebare neglected this comcorn
rnmoanroandment what confidence have they that the
holy ghost will be given to them

will the lord bestow his holy spirit upon
i an unwise and unfaithful servant upon one
who disobeys his commandments who sits
himself down in idleness and will not attempt
to inform his mind upon all subjects within hisbis
reach

if any person supposes this they are greatly
mistmia taker but ifichehe tries to fulfill the coincorn
mand ments of god making himself extensively
acacquainted with the attributes of that being

I1 whom he worships ifit he tries to become ac-
quaintedquaintintedted with all useful subjects he will then
Eihavehavaave faith he can then go before the lord and
ask him for his spirit to in the very
hour that particular subject which hebe has
previously informed himself upon and to bring
it forth before the people in a proper light
and in a proper manner but without this his
efforts will be in vain

it is most likely that an individual who has
disobeyed this commandment instead of
preaching by the ghost will preach by
his own wisdom and he will tell youyon about ten
thousand things which the holynoly ghost never
puts in hihiss heart hebe will preach about easo

i many things that it will be impossible for the
enlightened among his congregation to see any-
thing in liisfits ideas that will be calculated to
edify or instruct

I1 have made these preparatory remarks
particularly for the benefit of my brethren of
the ministry for I1 know theibe difficulties they
encounter when they go abroad I1 have been
abroad with several companies of missionaries
from this place and I1 havehaie seen them lament
and mourn and have heardbeard them tell
1inginga 0oueonee to another saying 0 that I1 bad occu-
pied my timetimame that I1 have spent as it were in
folly in treasuring uptip the principles of eternal
life that I1 had studied the scriptures that It
had made myself acquainted morewore Exienextensively
with the doctrines of the church that I1 had
made myself acquainted with those principles
revealed from heaveneaven for our guidance I1
should then have been prepared to stand before
the inhabitants of the earth and edify them
with regard to our principles ly I1 have heard
these lamentations for months after they were
in their fiefitfieldsids of aborlabor and I1 have reallyreally been
astonished at the idleness of thosethose wwho0 are
growing uptip who expect to be servants of god
and to occupyoccuey a conspicuousus place in the kingaking-
dom of god I1 know many of us can plead
some sort ofot an excuse the hard labors we
have to endure in irrigatingting the soil in pene-
trating the mountain kankenyonsone for wood and
timber all these thinesthings layekayehavehaye a tendency to
fatigue the body and the mind BOso that we havebare
not the same opportunity for information that
we would havebave if we were more at leisure
atteralter all cannot every man look back upon
many hours that have been spent in foolish-
nessnesbness perhaps in goinggolff to dancing school orin
going to parties wherein there isii no particular
profit not only hours but days are spent
that might hava been useused for better purposes
consequently you have not a sufficient excuse
to justify you in spending your time in idlenessidle nebs

having made these remarks we will now
call youryounour attention to the words of our text
how far I1 may on the present occasion treat
upon the subject that is laid down in the textlext
I1 do notriot know Lalwillwill endeavor to treat upon
it as far as my mind shall be opened by the
holy spirit andind if any other subject is present-
ed to me isbellI1 shallbhail follow it and deviate from the
subject couched in the text behold I1 willrill
end youou elijah the prophet before the coming

of the great and dreadful day of the lord and
behe shall turn the hearts of thehe fathers to the
children and the hearts of the children to the
fathers lest I1 come and smilesmite the earth with a
aulsecurse

what great and dreadfuldread fulfol day of the lord is
meant in the words of our text waiwas it the
great day of the coming of our savior idin the
freshish to make itann atonement for the children of
men Is there nothing contained in thetle last
chapter of malachi that will give us a clue to
that day that will give us an understanding of
what is breant by the great and dreadful dayaay
odtheof eLordthefordth lord go back to the beginning of that
chapter and you will read something like this

behold the day cometh that shall burn as an
oven and all the proud and they that do wicked-
lyll11 malikhali be as stubbleleandand the day that cometh
sshallallali burn them up saith the lord of hosts
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch
but unto you that fear my name shall the son
of rightrighteousness anisearise with healing in his wings
and yey shall go forth and grownupgrowprow up like calves
of the stall and ye shall trtreadad down the
wicked and they shall be ashes under your
feet in the day that ledoI1 do this saith the lord of
hosts

were thee things predicted in relation to
the first coming of the Messimessiahailall no all
the proud and all that did wickedly in that
day were not consumed as stubble and the
righteous iidildliddid not go forth and grow up like
calves of the stall and tread down the wickedA

aa ashes under the soles of their feet at the
first coming of ounour lord then surely this com-
ing of our lord hadbad relareiarelationflonfloa to the great and
terrible day the day of burning the day in
which wickedness should bfb entirely swept
from thehe earth and no remnants of the wicked
left when every branch of them and every
roothoot of them should become aaas stubble and be

consumed from the face of the earth that is
the terrible day that was spoken of by the
prophet before which a certain messenger was
to be sent behold I1 will send you elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of0 the lord who was elijaheiljah
the prophet he was a man that lived upon the
earth some 2500 years ago he was a man of
gotgois that hadbad power to call down fire from
heaven and consume his enemiesenem es

you recollect on a certain occasion that the
king cfof israel sent up fifty men to take elijah
the prophet that hebe might be slain elijah
went tipup and sat on the top of an bill andd when
those fifty men approached him they said

come down ththuu man of god etc elijah
said if I1 be a man of god let fire come from
heaven and consume thee and thy fifty fire
descended antaniand they were consumed another
gittyfitly were sent and they repeated the armeammesamearoe
mockery and the prophet of god repeated the
same if I1 be a man of god let fire descend
from heaven and consume thee also and thy
giftyfifty and it waawas done that same man of
god was in his day filled with faith with con-
fidence in glodgod and was armed with the power
of god and on a certain occasion he came
forth before the israeliteIsrae lits and said to them howbow
lonclong dodou halt between two opinions if god
be god sire him if baal be god serve him

how shall israel test the matter how
shall the laople know whether god is really
the god of israel or baal baysay elijah
I1 will tell you how to test it you gather to-
gether all the prophetstn of baal into one as

and let them offer an offering unto their
god baaslandBa aland I1 as a prophet of the other god
will offer an offerine and if baal answeranswers R by
girfir then hebe shall be thehe true godpod but ifit the
god that I1 elijah worship answers by fire
then he shall be the true god they conclud-
edd to put tthefhe thing to a test aoso they assembled
the prophets of nialbaal some four hundred and
fifty in rinumbertimber ntointo one grand assembly and
they killed a bulloc kandhand laid it upon the altar
amianti commenced crying to baal 0 baal hear
n they were very earnest and very zealous
in their cries and petitions to baal butbilt no
voice noria answer jno fires descended from baal
to bonsuconsumene the sacrifice by and by the
prophetprophet elijah began to mock them said he
cry aloud for be is a god either he is talk-

inging or hebe is pursuing or be is in a lourneyjourney or
peradventure he must be awaked
cry lon derand they did BOso and cut themselves
with knives and lancetslancers to excite the compas-
sion of their god but with all their
linued all daylongday longiong they could obtain no voice
no revelation no answer no messenger no

bydyardbyardardand by elijah the prophet killed a sacri-
ficefi ce and built an altar of stones and laid his
sacrifice upon the altar and told them to turn
outoliolt water in great abundance into the troughsbs
around about the altar after which elijah
merely offered up a simple petition to the god
of heaven the true god andanti behold fire fell
from heavenbeaven and devoured the sacrifice and
not only that but it conconsumed the water itself
and all things pertaining to the sacrifice were
consumed by the fire that descended from
heaven many of the people were convinced
that baal was not the true god and that the
prophets of baal were false prophets what
mastbewasta result this true proprophethet saidgald to them
take those prophets of baabaal and slay every
one of thelmaothemsomaomso they went to work and killed
all thehe prophets of baal by antiand by this same
prophet went forth into a certain place follow-
ed by elisha knowing that the timetims was come
for him to be taken from the midst of israel
and behold there appeared a chariot of fire
and horsemen and it came downtown from heaven
and elijah wastwas placed in the chariot and waft
ed to heaven body antiand spirit flesh and bone

then elijah ignot dead if we could have
a view of the heavenly host at the present
day we would see elijah there but he isa to
be sent from heaven on a mission to our earth

behold I1 will send you elijah the prophet be-
fore the great and dreadful day of the lord
shall come we need never look for the com-
ing of the son of god for the day when he
shall suddenly come to hisbis temple and sit like
a refiner of silvorsilver and as with fullers soap to
purify and purge the sons of leviylevi etc until
elijaheiljah the prophet is sent butteebutbui the great ques-
tion is haabaa hebe been sent if he basat must
have been of a very recent date for the great
and dreadful day of the lord has not yet come
for there are still wicked men upon the earth
what is the testimony of the prophet joseph
smith we believe him to be the prophet of
thefhe lord in this great and lastsstsat dispensation
we latter day saintasaints believe this fact what
did he testify in the kirtland temple after it
was built and consecrated and dedicated unounto
the lord of hosts ilehe testified that he in
connection with others had the ministration of
elijah the prophet who appeared to then in
great glory you can read thisthia in the history
of joseph smith theibe prophet we can read allafi
the instructions that were given in relation to
his particular mission

we cannot suppose that that great prophet
is comingcomine down upon the earth to wander
about among the nations and to continue in
this wicked world itheit he is sent at all hebe will
be geritgerltseseritsentrit with power and authority 0 like other
angels sent from heaven the same
autantauthoritybotty thatthai is upon himself on coulp

the64 hathit they may ao forttort 1 holdhoid

ingng the samesaile authority that elijah himself
hed having the same keys receiving the same
instructions in regard to thehe latter day dis-
pensationpensa tion a mission in other words sent from
heaven by elijah as a ministering angel to
seek out the chosen vessels and ordain them
and send them to administer to thehe inhabit-
ants of the earth this is ththee way the lord
commits dispensations instead of besending
angels to wander on the earth he sends theratheia
to ordain others to restore the authority and
set the work this church had already
beer organized and certain authority and off-
icers had been restored but no elijah hadbad yetet
come john the baptist had come inin fulfill-
ment of the 31 chapter of malachi and the

chapter of isaiah hebe came to restore the
priesthood of levi in order that those holding
it might be purified as gold and silver to offer
an oTofferingerinc in righteousness when the lord
should suddenly come to hishia temple
w peter james and john had also deen sent As
apostles to restore the apostleship to the earth
for no man held that popower and authority antanti
in order that it might be restoredes it was need-
ful that an apostle holding the office and au-
thority and the keys should lay hisbis handsbands up-
on an individual to restore intoe keys and au-
thority and power to act in the
peter james andanti john therefore restored to
the earth the same authority and power that
they themselves had but no elijah hadbad yet
compcome years had passed along and the templetempia
in kirtland was at and consecrat-
ed unto the most high god

the time had now arrived for other ordinan-
ces to be made manifest for other things to be
revealed for greater light to shine forth for
other keys powers and authorities to be be-
stowed upon chosen vessels of the lord theth
full time had arrived for the prophecy of mal-
achi to be fulfilled when the hearts of the fath-
ers should be turned to their children andana
when the hearts of the children should be turn-
ed to their fathers lest the lord should commcorn
and smite the whole earth witwitha curecurse

in order to restore a mission of that kind and
magnitude elijah bad to be sent we have
the testimony of the servants of god in thisthi
church that this accomplishedwas in the rutl-
and temple in the state of ohio manywally yearsyeara
ago

but now let ustie inquire into the nature of thisthia
peculiar carailingling or mission of elijah all that
is said in malachi on the subject is that he
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to thetha chil
drenarddrenand the hearts of the children to their fath-
ers and there leaves it what did he mearllmearilmean
did be mean only to bind the hearts of the fath-
ers to the children living withwith them in greater
affection OBor the hearts of the children in great-
er affection to the fathers was that all thebe
fullness of the great mission that was to be iu
trusted to this great translated man called llalixeli-
jab

eli-
jah I1 think not and when we comecorae to con-
template that while god has revealed in these
latter times we find that the mission of0 eli-
jah

eli-
jabeiljahwas something of far greater importance
than merely to accomplish this that ibaiha 40
named

in what sense of the word are the children
to be turned unto their fattatfathershersbers or the fathers
to their children I1 will tell you what we
know and understand upon this subject the
strangers who have attended our meetingsgr
have oftentimes heard from this stand that
the dispensation in which we live was intend-
ed to benefit not only the generation living
but also past generationsgen cratlcrati onaoda that have lainfain in
their graves for ages you have heard this
often hinted at but perhaps non 0 one0 ne sincebince you
have attattendedendedendea our meeting has taken up the
subject to atayauy great but merely a few
words throwncan outoui and there it waswa left a siat f
focientfici ent howeverb wever waswa said to give you an un-
derstandingderstanding that we believe god will harohavo

to do with the generations of thehe
dead that the children that are living here on
the earth would be required to feel after their
fathers that are in their graver in other words
that the heartlandheartheartssandand minds odtheof the children should
be turned by the mission of elijah to the
erbers to search after them to redeem and savsar
them though they have lain in thirtheir gracej
for generations

inquirers would really likemae to know if there
is such a principle as mankind living on the
earth having anything to do withwilh the salvation
of thosethore that are dead the saints believe
that the gospel waswaa ordained from before the
foundation of the world in other words 10lotle
lamb that in the mind of god waswag slain fromfroin
before the foundation of the world hasbas insti-
tuted a certain plan of salvation by which the
whole human family from adamadain down to the
latest man and woman that shall have place
gentheupon thetha earth are to be judged Thouthousandssuds
of0 millions have gone down to their graves whoho
never heard one single lisp of the gospel they
know nothing about it they know nothingg
about jesus christ nothing about his atone-
ment nothing about ihthe fall and nothiera
about the true god but they died in the great-
est of ignorance will it be consistent with
the great attributes of jehovah tto judeejudgeadge theiathem
bybyaa lawlair they hadbad no knowledge ofad it would
be inconsistent ifit they were always to remain
without that knowledge hit if theythes are to
be judged by that law hatthathut great plan of Assl

ordained before the foundation of thiailialh
earthy they must be made acquainted with I1it
eithercither in time or in eternity


