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THE VALES OF DESERET.

TR s

TuRE—Nelly Gray,

Inth~ valleys of the mountains,which we now eall‘Deseret,’
We have passed many happy¥ years away,
And It wisdom should dictate il, we’ll remain much long-
er yvet,
Aud intand still to be happy while we stay.

¢ CHnervus. .
Heore the aged and the youth, who espouse the cause of
'I:'l-‘llh,
Godiike connsel, in a Prophet?s volce can get;
Yt sbis chorus, then, be sung—Long live broiher Brig-
ham Young,

And ¢?er fruitful be the Vales of Deseret.

Wa bhave come from many nations, and from many sects
anid creeds
To unite In on~, npon the gospel plan,
And, as we could not do so *midst the world and Its mis-
ledl}
Wo bhave gathered to these valleys where wa can.

W’ ve the Rocky Mountains *round us, as a wall of sure
defence,
And in their vast recesses we can hide,
And the foes of troth and rightecusness can never drive
ng henee,
While we keep the Lord of life upon our side,

Then, ye Saints of God, keep gathering from ev’ry land
and clime
To the Valleys of the monntains in the West,
And iet it be your maxim-=to steer clear of ev'ry crime,
And each fmulate to serve our Father best,
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I will call the attention of the assembly to
the last chapter of Malachi, bth and 6th verses,
**Behold 1 will gend you Eljab the prophet be-
fore the coming of the great and dreagful day
of the Lordjand he shall turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite
the earth with a curse.”

I do not fee] this mornirg, to make apologies
Earticu}ari}'. but present myself before you,

ecause | am requested 8o to do, feeling that
[ am fulfilling the duties of my office and cal-
ling to comply with the requests of those set
to pregide, There is one subject which I will
briefly touch upon as a kind of preface to my
remarks,and that is inrelation to one’s prepar-
ing himself as a servant of God. to preach the
principles of eternal truth. We should not
study beforehand the precise subject, wpon
which we will preach, or the precise language

that we ehall use in treating vpon any subject;

but this does rnot preclude the idea of a mau's
informing himself npon all subjects. This I
liave often thought, ia not understood as it
vught to be, by the efficers of this chureh.
There are many perhaps, who teel a diaposi-
tion to neglect all improvement of mind, think-
ing that if theyv are placed in a position where
they are called upon to preach, that God will
givethem not only the subject but the language
also, and everything pertaining to the duties of
their callings as public speakers.

forehand what we ghull say, yet we are no-
where taught, in the revelations of God, to let
our minds run down—our understandings and
our judgment to be spent in idleness, without
treasuring up the things of the kinzdom of
(zod, and storing up useful knownlege., Indeed,
we are commanded in the revelations of the
Most High cirectly to the contrary {rom the
1iea which has prevailed among some.

We are commanded over and over again to
treasure np wisdom in our hearig.continually—
to treagnre up the words of eternal life continu-
ally, and wmake ourselves acquainted not only
with. ancient revelation but with moedern, fo
make. ourselres acquainted not only with
things pertalning to time, but with things per-
taining to eternity—to make ourselves acquain-
ted not oinly in regard to things of earth, but
also in regard to things that are in heaven—to
inform. ourgelves upon theories, principles,
laws, doctrines, upon things that are at home,
apd upon things 1hat are abroad. Aand the
same Almighty being who has commanded us
to do these things, has commanded us to take
np thought beforehand what we should say, for
rvery well instructed scrihe, we read in the
New Testament, bringeth out of bis hear:
things both new and old. It is not the ill in-
atructed seribe, it is not the person who does
ot study, it is not the person who suffers his
time to run to idleness, but it is that man that
inetructg himaelf in all thirga within hisreach,
so far ag his cirenms'ancea and abilities will
aliow; such a one will bring forth before his
hearers, things that will edify in relation to
old times, and also in relation to the present
and future—things both new and old. More-
over we read that the Holy Ghost shall give
you in the very hour, what ye shall say.
~ What need, then, inqnires one, is there for a

person to inform his mind, if the Holy Ghost
will give him in the very hour what he shall
*ay? It is not every man th2t has sufficient
faith to obtain that amount of the Holy Spirit
that will bring the subjects, the ideas, the lan-
guage and the aystem of the subject all before
his mind atonce; there are but a very few per-
sons which ever lived upon this earth that have

had sufficient fFaith to obtain all this fulinesa

«f these gifts; and it is_.one great reason why
e Lord has commanded his servants to in-
siruet themselves, becanse of the weakness of
their faith, Then, if they have fulfilled this
commandment, they will have more confidence

Altho’ we | E
are taught, that we are to take no thought be- | P

in God; but if they bave neglected this com-
mandment what confidence have they that the
Holy Ghost will be given to them?

Will the Lord bestow his Holy Spirit upon
an unwise and unfaithful servant?—upon one
who disobeys his commandments, who sits
bhimself down in idieness, and will not attempt
to inform his mind upon all subjects within bhis
reach?

If any persen supposes this they are greatly
mistaker; but if he tries to fulfill the com-
mandments of God, making himself extensively
acquainted with the attributes of that Being
whom he worships—if he tries to become ac-
quainted with all useful subjects he will then
have faithy he can then gobefore the Lord and
ask him for his Spirit to indite, in the very
hour, that particular subject which he has
previously informed himself upon, and to bring
it forth before the people in a proper light,
andin a proper manner; but without this, his
efforts will be in vain.

[t is most likely that an individual who bas
disobeyed this commandment, instead of
preachfing by the Holv Ghost, will preach by
his own wisdom; and he will tell yon about ten
thousand things whieh the Holy Ghost never
puts in his heart—be will preach about so
many things, that it will be impossible for the
enlightened among his congregation to see any-
thing in his ideas that will be calculated to
edify or instruct.

I have made these preparatory remarks,
particularly for the benefit of my brethren of
tbhe ministry, for I know the ditfculties they
encounter when they go abroad. Ihave been
abroad with several companies of missionaries
from thia place, and [ have seen them lament
and mourn, and have heard them tell their feel-
ings one to another, paying,**O that I bad occu-
pied my time that I have spent as it were in
folly, in treasuring up the principles of eternal
life—that I had studied the scriptures—that [
had made myself acquainted more extensively
with the doctrines of the church—that I had
made myself acquainted with those principles
revealed from heaven for our guidance! I
should then have been prepared to stand before
the inhabitants of the earth and edify them
with regard to our principles.” I bave heard
these lamentations for months after they were
in their fields of labor; and I have really been
astonished at the idleness of those who are
growing np, who expect to be servants of God,
and to occupy a conspienous place in the king-
dom of God. 1 know many of us can plead
some sort of an excusr; the hard labors we
have to endure in irrizating the soil, in pene-
trating the mountain kanyons for wood and
tiraber, all these things have a tendency to
fatigue the body and the mind, so that we have
not the same epportunity for information that
we would -have, 'if we were more at leisure.
Alter all. ecannot every man look back upon
manv hours that have been spent in foolish-
negs?—perhaps in going todancing school, orin
oing to parties wherein there is no particular
rofit? Not only bours. but days are spent
that might have been used for better purposes,
econsequently you have not a sufficient excuse
tojustify you in spending your time in idlenees.

Having made these remarks, we will now
call your attention tothe werds of our text.
How far I may, on the present occasrion, treat
upon the subject that is laid down in the text,
[ do not know. L will endeavor to treat upon
it as far as my mind shall be opened by the
Holy Spirit, and if any other subject is present-
ed to me, I-shall follow it, and deviate from the
subject couched in the text. “Behold 1 will
gend you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord, and
Le shall turn the hearts of the fuathers to the
children, and the Learts of the children to the
fathers. lest I comne and smiie the earth with a
cufse.”

What great and dreadful day of the Lord is
meant in the words of our text? Was it the
ereat day of the coming of our Savior in the
fiesh to make an atonemert for the children of
men? Is there nothing contained in the las!
chapter of Malachi that will give us a clue to
that day—that will give us an underatanding of
what is meant by the great and dreadful day
of the Lord? Go back to the beginning of that
chapter, and you will read something like this,
“Behold the day cometh that shall burn as an
even, and all the proud and they that do wicked-
ly shall be as stubble,and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts,

but unto you that fear my name sball the son
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings
and ye shall go forth and grow up like calves
of the stall, and ye shall tread down the
wicked and they shall be ashes under your
feet in the day that I do this, saith the Lord of
hosts.

Were these things predicled in relation to
the first coming of the Messiah? No. All
the proud and all that did wickedly in that
day were not consumed as stubble and the
righteous did not go forth and grow up like
calves of the stall and tread down the wicked
as ashes under the soles of their feet at the
first coming of our Lord; then sorely this com-
ing of our Lord had relation to the great and
terrible day, the day of burning, the day in
which wickedness should be entirely swept
from the earth, and ne remnants of the wicked
left, when every branch of them, and every

root of them shonld become as stubble, and be

that it shall leave them neither root nor branch;

consumed from the face of the earth. That is
the terrible day that was spoken of by the
prophet before which a cortain messenger was
to be sent, Behold I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord. Who was Eiijah
the prophet? He was a man that lived upon the
earth some 2500 years ago. He was a man of
God that had power to call down fire from
lieaven and consume his enemies.

You recollect, on a certain occasion, that the
king ef Israel sent up fifty men to take Elijah
the prophet that he might be slain. Elijah
went up and sat on the top of an hill, and when
those fifty men approached him, they said,
‘“come down thou man of God,etc.” Elijah
gaid, **If I be a man of God let fire come from
heaven and consume thee and thy fifty. Fire
descended and they were consumed. Another
fitty were sent, and they repeated the same
mockery, and the prophet of God repeated the

ing the same authority that Elijah himself
heid, baving the same keys, receiving the eame
instructions, in regard to the Laiter Day dis-
pensation; a mission, in other words,sent from
heaven by Elijah as a winistering angel to
gseek out the chosen vessels and ordain them,
and send them to administer to the inhabit-
ants of the earth. This is the way the Lord
commits dispensations; instead of sending
angels to wander on the earth he sends them
to ordain others, to restore the authority and
set the work agoing. This Church had already
beer organized and certain autbority and offi-
cers had been restored, but no Elijab had yet
come, John the Baptist had come in fulfill-
ment of the 3d chapter of Malachi, and the
40th chapter of Isaiah; he came to restore the
priesthood of Levi, in order that those bholding
it might be purified as gold and silver, to offer
an offering. in righteousness when the Lord
should snddenly come to his temple.

same, “if [ be a man of God let fire descend joo Peter, James and John had also peen sent as

from heaven and consume thee also and thy
fifty;'? and it was done. That same man of |
God was in his day filled with faith, with con-
fidence in God, and was armed with the power
of God; and on a certain occasion he came
forth before the Israelits and said to them how
long do'you halt between two opinions?—if God
be (God serve him, if Baal be God serve bim.

How shall Tsrael test the matter? How
shall the paople know whether God is really
the God of Israel or Baal?- Whv, says Elijah,
I will tell yon how to test it. You gather to-
gether all the prophets of Baal into one as-]
gsembly,and let them offer an offering unto their
god Baal, and I as a prophet of the other God
will ofter an offering; and if Baal answers by
firs, then be sbhall be the true god; but if the
God that I Elijah worship, anawers by fire
then he shall be the true God. They conclud-
od to put the thing to a test; so they assembled
the prophets of Baal, some four hundred and
fifty in nnmber, into one grand assembly, and
they killed a bullocl.and laid it upon the altar
and commenced erying to Baal, O Baal hear
ne;? they were very earnest and very zealous
in their cries and petitions to Baal; but no
voice, na answer;no fires descended from Baal
to consume the sacrifice. By and by the
prophet Elijah began te mock them; said he,
‘Cry aloud: for he is a god:.either he is talk-
ing, or he is pursuing, or he is.in a journey, or
peradventure he sleepeth,and must be awaked;’
cry londer,and they did so, and cut themselves
with knives and lancets to excite the compas-
sion of their God; but with all their cries,con-
tinued all day long, they could obtain no voice,
En revelation, no answer, no messevger, no

re.

By ard by Elijah the prophet killed a saeri-
fice and bailt an altar of stones, and laid his
aacrifice upon the altar, and teld them to turn
oufl water in great abundance into the troughs
around about the altar; after which Elijah
merely offered up a simple petition to the God
of heaven, the true God, and behold fire fell
from heaven and devoured the gacrifice, and
not only that, but it consumed the water itself
and all things pertaining to the sacrifice were
congumed by the fire that descended from
heaven, Many of the people were convinced
that Baal was not the true God and that the
prophets of Baal were false prophefs. What
wastbhe result? This true prophet said to them,
take those prophets of Baal, and slay every
one of them; 8o they went to work and killed
all the prophets of Baal. By and by thissame
prophet went forth into a certain place follow-
ed by Elisha, knowing that the tim=2 was coma
for him to be taken from thie midat of Israel;
and behold there appeared a chariot of fire
and horsemen, and it came down from heaven,
and Elijah was placed in the chariot and waft-
ed to heaven, body and spirit, flesh and bones.

Then Elijah is.not dead. If we couid have
a view of the heavenly host at the present
day, we would eee Elijah there. But he is to
be gent from heaven on a mission to our earth.
‘“Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet be-
fore the great and dreadful day of the Lord|
ehall come.” We need never look for the com-
ing of the Son of God —for the day when he
shall suddenly come to his temple ané sit like
a refiner of silver, and as with fuller’s soap to
purify and purge the sons of Levi, ete., until
Elijah the prophetissent. But the great ques-
tion is, has he been sent? If he has, it must
have been of a very recent date, for the great
and dreadful day of the Lord has not yet come;
for there are still wicked men upon the earth.
What is the testimony of the Prophet Josepb
Smiibh? We believe him to be the prophet of
the Lord in this great and last dispensation.—
We Latter Day Sainta believe this fact. What
did he testify in the Kirtland Temple, after it
was built and consecrated, and dedicated un‘o.
the Lord of hosts? He testified that he in
conmection with othera had the ministration of
Elijah the prophet who appeared to them in
great glory. You can read this in the histor
of Joseph Smith the Prophet; we can read all
the instructiona that were given in relation to
his particular mission.
~ We cannot suppose that that great prophet
18 coming down upon the earth to wander
abeut among the nations, and to centinue in
this wicked world; if he is sent at all, he will
be sent with power and authority, like other
angels, sent from heaven, to bestow the same
antbority that js uppn himse!f on some individ.

apostles to restore the apostieship to the earth;
for noman held that power and authority; and
in order that it might be restored, it was need-
ful that an apostle, holding the office and au-
thority and the keys, should lay his hands up-
on an individual to restore these keys and au-
thority and power toact in the apostleship;
Peter, James and John, therefore, restored to
the earth the same authority and power that
they themselves had;-but no Elijah had yet
come; years had passed along and the temple
in Kirtland was, at lergth,built and conseerat-
ed unto the Most High God.

The time had now arrived for other ordinan-
ces to be made manifest, for other thingsto be
revealed, for greater light to shine forth, for
other keys, powera and authorities to be be-
stowed upon cbosen vessels of the Lord: the
full time had arrived for the prophecy of Mal-
achi to be fulfilled when the hearts of the fath-
ers should be turned to their children. and
when the hearts of the children should be turn-
ed to their fathers, lest the Lord should come
and smite the whole earth with a curge.

In order to restore a mission of that kind and
magnitude, Elijah bad to be sent. We have
the testimony of the servants of God in this
cliurch, thatthis was accomplished in the Kirt-
land temple, in the State of Chio, many years
ago.

But now let us inquire info the nature of this
pecuiiar calling or mission of Elijab: all that
i8 said in Malachi on the .subject is—that he
shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-
dren,and the hearts of the children to their fath-
ers, and there leavesit, What did he mean?
Did be mean only to bind the hearts of the fath-
ers to the ehildren, living with them, in greater
affection, or the hearts of the children in grea!-
er affection to the fathers? Was that all the
fullness of the great mission that was to be iu-
trusted to this great translated man, called Eli~
Jabh? 1think not. And when we come to con-
template that while God has revealed in these
latter times, we find that the mission of Eli-
Jah was something of far greater importance
than merely to accomplieh this that Lhaze
named.

In what sense of the word are the children
to be turned nnto their fathers, or the fathers
to their children? I will tell you what we
know and understand upon this subject. The
strangers who have attended our meetings,
have oftentimes heard from this stand, that
the dispensation in whieh we live was intend-
ed to benefit, not only the generation living,
but aleo past generations that have lain in -
their graves for ages. You bave heard this
often hinted at, but perhaps no one since you
have attended our meeting has taken up the
subject to auy great length, but merely a few
words throewn out and there it was left, a suf-
ficient, buwever, was said to give you an un-
derstanding that we believe God will have
scmelhing to do with the generations of the
dead, that the children that are living here on
the earth would be regunired to feel after their
fathers that are in their graves; in other words,
that the hearta and minds of the children should
oe turned, by the mission of Elijah, tothe fati
ers, to gearch after them, to redeem and gave
them, though they have lain in their graves
for generations.

Inquirers would really like to know if there
is such a principle a8 mankind living on the
earth baving anything to do with the salvation
of those that are dead. The Saints believe
that thie gospel was ordained from before the
foundation of the world; in other words, tLe
Lambthat, in the mind of God, was slain from
before the foundation of the world, has insti-
tuted a certain plan of salvation by which the
whole human family, from Adam down to the
Jatest man and woman that shall have place
::Fun the earth, are to be judged. Thousands
of millions have gone down to their graves who
never heard one single lisp of the gospel; thev
know nothing about it; they know mnothiiyg
about Jesus Cbrist, nothing about his atone-
ment, nothing about the fall, and nothwrg
about the true God; but they died in the grea!-
est of ignorance. Will it be consistent with
the great attributes of Jehovah to judge them
by a law they had no knowledge oﬂ" It would
be inconsistent, if they were always to remain
without that knowledge. But if they are to
bejudged by thatlaw, thet great plan of sal-
vation, ordained hefore the foundation of the

uals on the earth,that they may go forti hold-

sartbhy they. must be made acquainted with it
either in time or in eternity.
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