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CORRESPONDENCE.

EVERY-DAY AFFAIRS IN BANTIAGO
DE CUBA.

Santiago, Aug. 18, 1583,

Today I accompanlad Mlss Baton and
her aldes to San Luls, a neighboring

village, whence had come an appeal for,

help, for 16,000 starving peovle. It was
a glorlus morning, of warm sunshine
and soft breezes; and to escape for a few

| elothing for the needy.

hours from the horrors and tragedies of

Santiago, Into God's green
made us feel like prlsoners

country,
respited

from the chaln-gang. San Luis s the

terminus of the railway, forty mlies in.
land—or rather upland. The iroin was
scheduled to leave at 8 o’clock, which
the Spanish-American means it Is al-
ways § till 9. It actually did pull out
about 9:4¢, which brought us lnto the
mldst of the dally down-pour we had
hoped to avoid. In thease regious, where
the year is divided into two seasans, the
wet and dry, sophisticated travelers
calculate their movements so as usually
to escape a wettlng. Hereabouts In Au-
gust and September it rains every day
with the regularity of clovx-work, be-
ginning a little after noon; not slow
constant drlzzles, like autumn ralns in
the North, but sudden, violent showeys,

washing the face of nature ¢ lean, con- |ton has lately accomplished Is the ship-|

verting the streets into rivers and send-
Ing a hundred minlature Niagrias
coursing down the hlllsjdes. On gener-
al principles 1t Is the pleasantest part of
the year in southern Cuba, 1n agreeable
contrast to the parched verdure and
clouds of white dust which makes life
a burden at other times. But there are
exceptlona. Just before we reached a
lond break In the rajlway, where s0me
insurgent knightserrant of vagrant
patriotlsm had burnt the bridge—the
windows of heaven were opened, the
ralns descended and the floods came.
Umbrellas are of little use in a troplcal
down-pour; the unhoused are aurz of a
wetting to the skin. There was no help
for it but to plek up our petticsata and
tramp a quarter of a mile, ankle deep
in mud or knee-deep ln wet grasas, to
the waliting trailn at the uther end of
the breal.

Ban Luls Is a troplcal |lnterlor village
of southern Cuba—Its narrow, stony
streets, palm-shaded pla=a, antlque
churches, tiled-ropfs and tumbla-down
casas, all quaint as qualnt can be:
but the pleasing picture spoiled by
abounding filth, squallor and distress,
Upwards of 10,000 people are here, lack-
fng the barest necessities of life, many
of them absolutely without food. They
thronged the streets and swarmed the
rallway station, in all thelr misery, rags
and tatters—a sight tu maxe the heart
ache. Hollow-eyed, emacliated wreiches,
with famine written on their faces, fu!-
lowed us silently from struet to street,
-with that pathetic patience whizh dis-
ingulshed this class of Cuban non-comn-
Zbatants.

Breakfast—so called—served for the
yparty In the “posada,” which does dury
as an Ilnn, was an event of consaquence
in the annals of the vlllage, particu-
‘1arly to the landlord, wha managed in
the matter of chatges to reinburse him-
self for many a long day's lack of cus-
tom. It does seem sjuger that these Cu-
bans, whom we have come to help, in-
stead of assisting our philanthropic ef-
forts In behalf of thelr own people, In
almost every case charge us the
highest possible price for every-
thing that we are compelled Lo
buy of them—making gelflsh and
exorbitant profit of ua at every turm,
while taking our free gifta by the
thundreds of bons.

1

Breakfast over and the fleld ¢hor-
oughly canvassed, diss
gaged a ware-house of M. Rodseau—an
elegant French gentleman who resides
In San Lujs and does a flourishing mer-
cantile business in busipess times. To
tim—In course of a week, when the
bridge !s repaired—the Red Cross wlll
sepd a liberal Involee of food =and
How the hun-
gry ten thousand will =ubsist In the
meantime 15 as much a mystery as how
they have managed to sustaln Hee dur-
\ng the past three years of famine. The
fact remalns that many thousands of
themn have failed In the effort and are
now at rest In the over-crowded Cam-
po Sante on the hillslde. By the way,
why wlll Spanish-Amerlcans invariably
persist  Im  establishlng
yards Immediately above the abodes of
the llving, knowlng that +tropic ralns
must wash the dralnage dJdown
their wells, o the augmentation of
typhold and other fevers? The Red
Cross glft above mentloned will be
large enough to supply the oountry
back of San Luis for thirty miles ar
more, the people coming In for it on
pack mules and M. Rosseau daking
charge ol its distributlon.

Another good deed which Miss Bar-

ping, by rallway, to Formaosa, of sup-
plles for the 500 people who are there
awaiting the opening of the Uruguay
Iron works. The superintendent and
owner came dowrn ¢o Santiago and Im-
plored help in holding the men until he
could get things started—when they
wlill be able to take care of themaselves.
It is a grand work, to furnish employ-
ment to so many, and we are glad ¢o
be able to assist. Otherwlse the walt-
Ing laborers would have t9 troop back
to Santlago, ¢to be fed wipth the rabble
in the streets of that city; and it Is
far better (o ease them along where
they are, until they can be agaln self-
supporting. Indeed, there is hardiy a
business concern in this part of Cuba
which the Red Cross has not helped to
get on lt3 feet, in one way or ancthes,
Everybody realizes ¢his and regards
the beneficent dnstitution—not as a
trifling affalr for encouraging beggary
and feedlng -the irresponsible, but as
something which comprehends the
business needs of the natlon and the
best methods for upholding the Ifmpov-
erished and gettlng them !nto avoca-
tions which they can follow. Whatever
may be OCaptaln General Blanco's
views, ai the other end of the country,
Santlago knows that the Red Cross |s
strong as the everlasting hills, far-
reaching as the arm of Unecle Samuel
and powerful as his government.

Miss Barton wants very much to
reach Gibera and Baracoa, whence
come direful tales of dlstress and peo-
ple perishlng by thousands; bug it Is
Impossible at present, as she has no
means of trangportation, Col. Humph-
rey has full charge over all Santlago’s
shipping, and has seized upon every-
thing tha! foats for the homeward
transportation of troops. This {3 well
—but hardly warrants him In taking
possession of the Triton, chartered by
the Red Cross. The wheel within a
wheel of many matters Inexplicable to
the casual observer may be traced to
the lack of unison between Generals
Mlles and Shafter. Col, Humphtey ia
Gen. Mlles's man; hence he feeis that
his boss [s the biggest, and he ls as ar-
bitrary with Generals Shafter and
Wood as with anybody else—rather
mora 8, in fact in order to show his

little brle! authority.” One e¢an see
with hal? an eye that any larger charge
than that which this Pompous official

Barion en-’

thelr grave!

into-

—

now enjoys would burst him, llke an
over-inflated balloon. He even refused
the Red Cross the use of an old leaky
lighter, which lles day after day dolng
nobody any good, when Mlss Barton
wanted t9 borrow It to pget g faw
mules ashore, People speak or
it under their breath and
devoutlly hope that the exodus
of the troops will take away thig mils-
manager as well. As to the four-legged
mules above mentioned, a cargo of
splendld fellows—full of life and hand-
s0rme a8 mules can be—arrived some
time apo, consigned to Miss Barton
Could she have had them at Slbcmey'
they would almost have saved thé
army. There was pever anything so
dreadfully needed as those mules and
a few good army wagons In those first
awful days after the batMe. It tpe
Red Cross had them Just now in Ha-
vana, with the privilege of a little Jand
it conld feed the whale cOunLry---h;
spite of Blanco. Just now the animals
are not of much use in Santiago: but
there will be no difficulty in Sé’lllng
them, at their full value. Four-legged
oreatures of all soris are extremely
scarce in this end of Cuba. When
hard times came, wise ownera hid
their mules, horses and cattle in the
hills of the Interlor, where they moatly
feli Into the hands of the lnsurgents
| All that remalned in Santiago weré
taken by the Spaniards, or starved to
death. A belated lot of ambulances
came here for the Red Cross on the
ort Vietor; but they were packed at
the very bottom of the ship-lgag of
g00ds, and as the vaptain was ordered
to take hls whole cargo back tu New
Ym;k. the ambulances went with the
rest.

Returning from San Luis |n the
evening, BSantiago looked moreealf;y_'
savory and hopeless than even in eon-
trast to the open country.

One of the worst needs of th
old town Is water. With a dal[?ydére?:
Iuge of rain and the great bay gligten-
ing In front, 1t is often another cage of
"water, water everywhere ang not a
drop to drink.” The city has g primi-
tive sort of waterworks system ang
most of the houses are piped to receive
it; but for some unknown reason the
supply |s so0 scanty that usually artep
10 a. m. no water runs at a}l till the
next morning. Sometimes 1t remalns
cut off for 48 hours together; and then
great s the suffering, particularly
among animals, for which no Cuban
cares so long as his horse, or mule ecan
be made to work. Every House-holder
who s not rieh enough to own a foup-
talm In his patio, with reservolr at-
tached, must provide himself, with bar-
rels or similar receptacles, to hold sey-
eral days’ supply. The natural conse-
quence of stagnant water in every
house lg a pest of mosqultoes, §f not
an increase of malarial poison. Qas fs
another need of Santiago. The streets
are dimly flluminated, 'or rather their
darkness is rendered vistble by the pale
glimmer of kerosine, !n lamps attanched
to the fronts of the houses, which in
these hard tlmes are generally unlight-
ed. The news of the day, as related to
us over ourl late dinner in the Nurses*
home, is not enlivening. They tell usg
that only ninety burial permits were Is-
sued in the city, between the rising and
setting of the sun; and that the ome
new cemetery, lately lald out, recelved
today Its first tenants—fifteen Ameri-
can soldiers. Another tid-bit of infor-
matlon concerns our august neighbor,
the archbishop of Santiago, whose
"palace’” adjoirg our modest casa, He:
| went today to the American author-
ities to enquire abdut the contlnuance
of his salary, and [ncidenmtally to oo0l-
lect a few thousands of back pay, due




