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XAY DAY AFFAIRS IN SANTIAGO

DE CUBA

santiago aug 18 1893

today I1 accompanied miss baton and
her aides to san lulsluis a neighboring
village whence had come an appeal for
help for starvingcurving people it was
a glorius morning of warm sunshine
andad soft breezes and to escape for a few
hours from the horrors and tragedies of
santiago into gods green country
made us feel like prisoners
from the chain gang san luis Is the
terminus of the railway forty miles in-
land or rather upland the train was
scheduled to leave at 8 which

the spanish american means it laIs al-
waysVM 8 till 9 11 it actually did pull out
about which brought uius into the
midst of the dallydaily downpourdown pour we had
hoped tptip avoid in these regious where
the year tois divided into two seasons the
wet and dry sophisticated travelers
calculate their movements so as usually
to escape a wetting hereabouts in au-
gust and september it rains every day
with the regularity of cleck work be-
ginning a little after noon not slow
constant drizzles like autumn rains in
the north but sudden violent showers
washing the face of nature c lean con-
verting

j

the streets into rivers and send-
ing

1

a hundred miniature
coursing down the hillsideshill sides on gener-
al principles it is the pleasantest part of
the year in southern cuba tnin agreeable
contrast to the parched verdure and
clouds of white dust which make life
a burden at other times but there are
exceptions just before we reached a
lend break in the railway where some
insurgent knight of vagrant
patriotism had burnt the bridge the
windows of heaven were opened the
rains descended and the floods came
umbrellas are of little use in a tropical
downpourdown pour the are sure of a
wetting to the skin there was no help
for it but to pick up our petticoats and
tramp a quarter of a mile ankle deep
toIV mud or knee deep in wet grass to
the waiting train at the other end of
theilie breal

san luis is a tropical interior village
of southern cuba its narrow stony
streets palm shaded pla a antique
churches tiled rootsroofs and tumble down
casas all quaint as quaint can be
but the pleasing picture spoiled bby
abounding filth squal lor and distress
upwards of people are here lack-
ing the barest deopnecessities of life many
efthemof them absolutely without food they
throngedthronged the streets and swarmed the
railway station in all their misery rags
andd tatters a sight tuto the heart
achejaw hollow eyed emaciated wretches
with famine written on their faces fol-

i lowed us silently from street to street
with that pathetic patience ahlwhichh dis

this classclam of cuban noncomnon comcoln
Ababatatantsats

breakfast so00 Ccalled served forfar the
partysparty in the posPoDiada which does duty
aan inn was an event of consequence
in the annals of the village particu-
larly to the landlord who managed in
the matter of charges to reimburserein burse him
wfelf torfor many a long days lack of cus-

tom itt does seem queer that these cu
bons whwhom we have come to help in-
stead of assisting our philanthropic ef
torin in behalf of their own people in
almost every case charge us the
highest pospossiblegible price for every-
thing that we are compelled to
baayuy of them making selfish and
exorbitant of us at every turn
while taking our arglre siftsIVA by the

of tonstam

breakfast over and the field thor
hughly canvassed miss barton en-
gaged a warehouseware house of M rosseau an
elegant french gentleman who resides
in san lulsluis and doesdoea a flourishing mer-
cantile bubusiness in business to
him in course of a week when the
bridge Is repaired the red cross will
send a liberal invoice of food and
clothingclotbing for the needy how the hun-
gry ten thousand will subsist in the
meantime is as much a mystery as how
they have managed to sustain life dur-
ing the past three years 0of4 famine the
fact remains that many thousands of
them have tailedfailed in the effort and are
now at rest in theithe overcrowdedover crowded cam-
po sautesante on the hillside by the way
why will spanish americans invariably
persist in establishing their grave
yards immediately above the abodes of
the living knowing chait tropic rains
must wash the drainage down into
their wells to the augmentation of
typhoid and other fevers the red
cross glittgift above mentioned will be
large enough to supply the country
back of sanban luis torfor thirty miles orar
more the p ople coming in for it on 1
pack mules and M rosseau takingfaking
charge otof its distribution

another good deed which miss bar-
ton has lately accomplished is the ship-
ping by railway to formosa of sup-
plies for the people who are there
awaiting the opening otof the Uruuruguaygulay
iron works the superintendent and
owner came down to santiago and im-
plored help in holding the men until he
could get things started when they
will be able to take care of themselves
it is a grand work to furnish employ-
ment to so manymaaia and we are glad t
be able to assist otherwise the wail-
ing laborers would have bo troop back
to santiago to be fed with the rabble
in the streets otof that city and it lsIs
far beltbetterter to ease them along where
they are until they can be again self
supporting indeed there Is hardly a
business concern in this part of cuba
which the red cross has notnat helped to
get on litsits feet in one way or anothereverybody realizes this and regards
the beneficent institution not as a
trifling affair for encouraging beggary
and feeding the irresponsible but as
something which comprehends the
business needs otof the nation and thebestbeat methods forfo r upholding theme impov-
erished and getting them into avoca-
tions which they can follow whatever
may be captain general BlanblancasblancosBl anooscos
views at the other end of the country
santiago knows that the red cross is19strong as the everlasting hills farreaching asas thehie arm of uncle samuel
and powerful as his government

miss barton wants very much to
reach bibera and baracoabaraccaBara coa whence
come direful bales of distress sadaad pmpeo-
ple perishing by thousands but it laIsqtat present as she has no
means of transportation col humph-rey has full charge over allshipping and has seized upon every-
thing that floats for the homewardtransportationn of troops this is well

but hardly warrants him in takingpossessionposse sWon of the triton chartered by
the red cross the wheel within a
wheel of many matters inexplicable tothe casual observer may be traced tothe backoflack of unison between generals
miles and shatter col humphrey isgen miless man hence he feels thatWshis bossboas Is the biggest and he Is asan ar-bitrary with generals shatter andwood as with anybody else rathermotemoremo re soeo in tactfact jnin order to show hislittle brief authauthorityorita 11 one can seewith halthalf an eye thitthat any larger charge
ththan thatt which thuthis pompous official

now enjoys would burst him like an-over aa
inalaced balloon he even

the red cross the use of an old leaky
v

lighter which lies day after day doingsdoingnobody any good when miss 13baintonarbonwanwantedted to borrowbarrow lit to get a fewmules ashore people speak ofit under their breadthbre aith anddevoutly hope that the exodusof the troops will take away thisas well As to the four leggleggedmules above mentioned a cargo ofsplendid fellows full of life and hand-some as mules can be arrived sometime ago consigned to miss barton
could she have had them at siboneythey would almost have saved thearmy there was never anything soeodreadfully needed as those mules anda few good army wagons in those firstawful days after the battle if thetaered cross had them just now in ha-vana with the privilege of a little landit could feed the whole country inspite of blanco just now the animateare not of much use in santiago butthere will be no difficulty in sellingthem at their full value pourfour leggedcreaturestures of all sorts are extremelyscarce in this end of cuba whenhard times came wise owners hidtheir mullmuleses horses and cattle in thehills of the interior where they mostlyfell into the hands of the lasurinsurgentsgentALall that remained in santiago weretaken by the spaniards or sitstarvedarved todeath A belated lot of ambulancescame here for the red cross on thaort victor but they were packed atthe very bottom of the shiploadship load ofgoods and as the captain was orderedto take his whole cargo back tu newyork the ambulances went with therest

returning from san luis in the earlyevening santiago looked more un-savory and hopeless than even in ioato the open country
one of the worst needs of this dirtyodd town is water with a daily del-uge otof rain and the great bay glisten-

ing in front it is often another case ofwater water everywhere and not adrop to drink the city has a primi-tive sort of waterworkswaterworks system andanamost of the houses are piped to receiveit but for some unknownwn reason theaupsupplyply is so scanty that usually after10 a m no water runs at all till thenext morning sometimes it remainsremaincut off for 48 hours together and thengreat is the suffering particularlyamong animals for which no cubancares so long as his horse or mule canam
be made to work every householderhouse holderwho is notno t rich enough to own a foun-tain in his patio with reservoir att-ached must provide himself with bar-rels or similar receptacles to hold sev-
eral days supply the natural conse-quence of stagnant water in everyevemhouse Is a pestpeat of mosquitoes if notan increase of malarial poison gas Isanother need of santiago the streets
are dimly illuminated or rather theirdarkness is rendered visible by the valepale
glimmer of kekerosrosinelne in lamps attachedto the fronts of the houses which in
these hard times are generally
ed the news of the day as related torto
us over our late dinner in the nurses
home Is not enlivening they tell us
that only ninety burial permits were is-
sued in the city between the rising andsetting of the sun and that mhd aimopar
new cemetery lately laid out received
today its first tenants fifteen amerl-
an

ameri-
an

ameri-
cancan soldiers another tidbittid bit of infor-
mation concerns our august nelneighborcaborr
the archbishop of santiago whom

palace adjoin our modest casa he
went today to the american authorr
aties to enquire about the
of his salary and incidentally to eol
leotleet a few thousandsthousand of beak payDRY syalq
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